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ELKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

CONVENTION 

and 

Organizational  Session 


The  Elkin  Baptist  Association  was  formed  from  churches  of  the  Primitive  faith  that 
believed  in  missions  and  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  from  the  Brier  Creel<  Association, 
along  with  newly  constituted  churches  to  work  together  in  harmony  .  .  .  "in  extending  the 
blessed  Redeemer's  kingdom  on  earth."  Another  concern  was  the  wide  range  of  territory 
covered  by  the  Brier  Creek  Association  split  by  the  Yadkin  River  which  was  often  flooded 
at  Association  time,  making  it  difficult  for  delegates  to  attend  meetings. 

The  Parent  Association,  Brier  Creek,  was  organized  in  1822  from  the  Yadkin 
Association  which  was  formed  in  1790  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House  and  encompassed  all 
of  Northwestern  North  Carolina.  Fishing  Creek  and  Cool  Springs  were  among  the  nine 
churches  that  withdrew  from  the  Yadkin  to  become  charter  members  of  the  Brier  Creek 
Association.  It  is  significant  that  Cool  Springs  in  turn  became  parent  church  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 
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FOREWORD 

In  the  mid  1960's,  church  leaders  started  preparing  for  the  Centennial  observance  of 
the  Elkin  Baptist  Association,  by  encouraging  churches  to  compile  histories  of  their 
individual  organizations. 

By  1967,  these  histories  started  appearing  in  Associational  Minutes  -  some  each  year 
through  1972.  As  in  many  instances,  the  United  States  Bicentennial  Celebration  in  1976, 
created  further  interest  in  compiling  a  History  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  - 100  Years. 

Before  Mrs.  Butrice  Luff  man's  retirement  in  1977,  as  Director  of  Missions,  the  task 
of  collecting  informational  data  had  been  assigned  to  an  individual  appointed  by  the 
association. 

Jane  McRae,  current  Missions  Director,  continued  this  interest  with  the  request  that 
I  (her  co-worker  at  the  Northwestern  Regional  Library)  compile  the  history.  After  much 
prayerful  consideration  I  reluctantly  accepted  the  challenge  although  semi-retired  after 
July  1,  1978.  With  a  limited  amount  of  time  to  spend  on  the  project  until  complete  retirement 
on  July  1 ,  1979,  the  first  year  was  spent  chiefly  on  collecting  material.  More  than  a  year  was 
spent  on  research,  writing,  rewriting,  and  personal  contacts. 

Special  acknowledgements  are  made  to  John  R.  Woodard  and  the  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  at  Wake  Forest  University;  to  Jessie  Cheek  for  indefinite  use  of  History  of  North 
Carolina  Baptists,  Volume  II,  by  G.  W.  Paschal;  to  Thad  Darnell  for  Sunday  School 
Convention  Minutes;  to  Bob  Edwards  for  handwritten  CONVENTION  documents;  to  Mrs. 
Eugene  Pettyjohn,  Mrs.  Mary  Gladys  Gentry  and  to  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  for  indefinite 
use  of  Old  Minutes;  to  Anne  Adkins,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Carter,  Mrs.  Russell  Casey,  Mrs.  Wayne 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Eugene  Powers,  Mrs.  Irene  Judd,  Mrs.  Emily  Holloway,  Mrs.  Hoyland  Wall, 
Mrs.  Amos  Lyon,  Mrs.  Butrice  Luffman,  Mrs.  Jane  McRae,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Shepherd,  Mrs.  Paul 
Mounce,  and  countless  others  too  numerous  to  mention  for  bits  and  pieces  of  information. 

Acknowledgements  are  also  made  to  Paul  Gregory  and  History  of  Stone  l\/lountain 
Association;  to  church  secretaries  Merele  Turner,  Mount  Pleasant;  Roberta  Groce,  Elkin 
Valley;  Peggy  Couch,  Pleasant  Hill;  Bobbie  Couch,  Elkin  First  Baptist;  and  to  Mrs.  Bruce 
Gregory,  Mineral  Springs;  to  church  clerks  Roger  Ray,  Friendship;  John  Nixon,  Union 
Hill;  Grace  Golliher,  Ronda;  Barbara  Wood,  Rock  Creek;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Watts,  Oak  Grove;  to 
church  treasurers  Margaret  Cook,  East  Elkin;  Mrs.  Jack  Lyons,  Pleasant  Grove;  to  Boards 
of  Deacons  Chairmen  Leroy  Rogers,  Cool  Springs;  and  Elton  Lay,  Little  Elkin;  to  Evelyn 
Blackburn,  White  Plains  Historian;  and  to  Mrs.  R.  C.  Harris  for  the  use  of  her  poem. 

Other  sources  include  Biblical  Recorder.  Charity  &  Children,  newspaper  clippings; 
Land  of  Wilkes  by  Judge  John  J.  Hayes;  Lest  We  Forget  by  Paul  Gregory  and  Associates; 
History  of  Yadkin  County  by  William  E.  Rutledge,  Jr.;  Baptist  Hospital  and  Baptist 
College  Brochures. 

I  have  tried  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  give  an  accurate,  chronological  account  of 
the  major  achievements  of  the  first  100  years  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 

Readers  and  participants  can  judge  for  themselves  its  impact  in  the  area  in  promoting 
Christian  principals,  in  the  cause  of  education,  in  the  development  of  roads  and  trans- 
portation, in  the  promotion  of  building  beautiful  structures  for  worship  and  Christian 
Education,  and  in  developing  a  missionary  concept  that  encompasses  the  entire  world. 

Mary  H.  Norman 
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CONVENTION 

(Copied  "verbatim"  from  hand  written  Minutes  of  the  meetings  that  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Elkin  Baptist 
Association.) 


The  Baptist  Churches  on  the  North  side  of  the  Yadkin  River  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association  and  some  of  those 
of  the  Primitive  Association  met  on  the  28th  of  June  1879  at  Pleasant  Home,  Wilkes  Co.  N.  C.  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  forming  a  new  Association.  After  prayer-meeting  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Myers  the  Convention  was  organized 
by  appointing  John  Adams  of  the  Primitive  Chairman  and  Enoch  N.  Gwyn  Clerk  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association 
Secretary.  The  Secretary  was  requested  to  explain  the  object  of  the  meeting  and  said:  "Dear  Brethren  I  am  glad  to 
see  so  many  here  to  day  your  bright  faces  show  the  interest  manifested.  The  Brier  Creek  Association  covers  a  large 
extent  of  territory.  On  the  one  side  is  the  Blue  Ridge  whose  beautiful  blue  peaks  seem  to  borrow  their  color  from  the 
sky  above.  In  the  center  are  the  Brushy  Mountains  whose  range  extends,  one  several  miles  in  length.  These  mountains 
are  interspersed  with  beautiful  valleys,  healthy  location  and  fine  farming  sections  and  in  our  mountains  and  in  our 
valleys  live  a  kind  sociable  and  hospitable  people  of  any  in  the  world.  The  Yadkin  River  runs  swiftly  and  grandly 
through  our  territory,  its  banks  are  frequently  overflowed  and  often  at  the  sitting  of  our  Association  which  renders  the 
crossing  uncertain  and  dangerous.  Some  of  the  Brethren  have  been  contemplating  dividing  the  Association  for 
several  years  and  at  the  last  Session  the  Association  advised  the  churches  on  the  North  side  of  the  river  that  if  they 
wished  to  organize  a  new  Association  to  petition  for  letters  for  that  purpose.  Some  of  the  Brethren  with  the  members 
of  this  church  agreed  to  call  a  Convention  here  today  and  on  hearing  that  perhaps  it  would  be  agreeable  to  do  so 
invited  the  churches  of  the  Primitive  Association  to  meet  with  them  and  if  possible  effect  a  consolidation  in  organizing 
of  a  new  Association  so  that  we  all  be  one  in  name,  one  in  mind,  one  in  heart,  and  one  in  work  in  extending  the  blessed 
Redeemer's  Kingdom  on  earth.  Divisions  among  us  as  Baptists  are  doing  us  and  the  cause  of  Christ  more  real  harm 
than  all  who  oppose  us.  There  is  a  Society  known  as  Masons  who  meet  in  one  common  brotherhood  all  over  the 
States  of  our  vast  republic,  and  in  almost  every  Province  and  Kingdom  of  our  world;  they  feel  as  one  whenever  they 
meet.  Eiaptist  should  be  known  as  baptist,  wherever  they  are.  And  as  god  and  the  Son  are  one  so  the  church  the  ground 
and  the  pillar  of  truth  should  be  one.  Let  us  do  away  with  so  many  names  among  us  and  all  be  Baptist  real  gospel 
Baptists.  An  aged  brother  of  our  Association  says  That  if  this  Association  is  organized  you  will  secure  a  correspondence 
extending  from  the  Catawba  on  the  South  to  the  Ohio  on  the  North;  The  Churches  of  the  Brier  Creek  extend  the 
hand  of  Christian  Salutation  to  those  of  the  Primitive  Association.  They  have  no  concession  to  make  on  their  part 
nor  require  none  of  you.  Let  us  bury  the  past  in  the  Sea  of  forgetfulness  and  all  make  amends  for  the  future  working 
in  full  accord  for  the  Master." 

On  motion  the  names  of  Delegates  enrolled  -  Cool  Springs,  Center,  Gum  Orchard,  Long  Creek,  Rock  Creek, 
Macedonia,  White  Plain,  Pleasant  Home,  Union  Hill  sent  delegates.  The  Brier  Creek  sent  Delegates  and  Roaring  River, 
Covenant,  Zion,  Liberty  Grove,  Rachel,  Fishing  Creek  sent  Delegates,  White  Oak  not  representing.  On  motion  the 
Constitution  and  Articles  of  Faith  of  both  Associations  were  read  and  comparatively  no  difference  was  found  what- 
ever. Visiting  Brethren  being  invited,  Brethren  L.  Brewer,  P.  Myers,  and  Rev.  W.  L.  Combs  from  the  Primitive  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Ashley  from  the  Mountain  Union  and  I.  T.  Privette  from  the  Brushy  Mountain  and  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney, 
Rev.  W.  A.  Myers,  Rev.  ?  Paris  and  Rev.  J.  P.  Gwaltney  from  the  Brier  Creek  accepted  seats  in  the  Convention.  On 
motion  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney  was  requested  to  explain  the  Parliamentary  useage  of  Such  Bodies  When  in  Session.  He 
stated  that  the  Convention  be  formed  into  a  committee  of  a  whole  so  that  each  one  act  in  divising  plan  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Body.  The  Brethren  of  the  Brier  Creek  offered  the  following  proposition:  All  get  letters  from  their 
respective  Associations  and  petition  for  a  Presbytery  from  each  Association  to  meet  the  said  Churches  at  some  future 
time  and  these  letters  be  filed  on  the  table  together,  then  the  Presbytery  from  both  Associations  constitute  said 
Churches  into  a  new  Association.  The  Secretary  was  requested  to  call  the  names  of  the  Churches  to  ascertain  those 
who  were  willing  to  comply  with  the  proposition.  Those  of  the  Brier  Creek  responded  in  the  affirmative  and  those  of 
the  Primitive  thus  Roaring  River,  no..  Covenant  partially  so,  Zion,  yes.  Liberty  Groves  perhaps  so,  Rachel  don't  no. 
Fishing  Creek  yes.  White  Oak  no  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Combs.  Rev.  W.  L.  Combs  stated  that  he  did  not  think  the  Primitive 
would  dissolve  he  did  not  seem  to  favor  the  new  Association.  Rev.  S.  P.  Smith,  Rev.  A.  E.  Myers  and  Rev.  John  Adams 
and  other  Brethren  from  the  Primitive  favored  highly  the  new  Association.  Bro.  J.  Jennings  from  the  Brier  Creek 
requested  the  Churches  on  the  North  side  of  the  river  of  both  Associations  to  come  together  that  if  there  be  any 
personal  difficulty  between  the  Churches  that  they  settle  it  among  themselves  so  as  not  to  hinder  the  new  Association. 


IX 


On  motion  of  Rev.  G.  M.  Burcham  the  Churches  of  the  Brier  Creek  on  the  North  side  of  The  River  petition 
for  letters  of  dismission  and  request  said  Association  to  send  a  Presbytery  of  Ministers  to  meet  in  Convention  with 
Said  Churches  at  Cool  Spring,  Wilkes  County,  on  Friday  before  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  and  constitute 
them  into  an  Association  and  also  if  the  Churches  of  the  Primitive  Association  wished  to  do  so  that  they  petition  for 
letters  and  a  Presbytery  to  meet  in  Said  Convention  and  all  go  into  an  Association  together.  On  motion  adjourned. 
A  benediction  by  the  Moderator  John  Adams. 

Enoch  N.  Gwyn 
Secretary 

(See  "Biblical  Recorder",  September  3,  1879) 


July  the  fourth,  Saturday  1879 

We  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  met  at  Pleasant  Home  and  was  found  in  full  fellowship.  Read  the  preceeding 
minutes  and  approved.  Then  set  an  open  door  for  the  reception  of  members  when  Elizabeth  Lyon  came  forward 
with  a  letter.  On  motion  the  letter  with  the  bearer  received.  On  motion  elected  delegates  to  the  Association,  to  wit: 
Wm.  F.  Byrd,  James  R.  Byrd,  Wm.  Jolly,  Thomas  Byrd,  G.  L.  Burcham  alternate.  On  motion  request  the  Association 
to  send  a  Presbytery  to  meet  with  the  Cool  Spring  Church  on  Friday  before  Second  Sunday  in  November.  On  motion 
the  Clerk  is  ordered  to  record  the  act  of  The  Convention.  On  motion  adjourn  to  Sabbath,  11  o'clock. 

G.  M.  Burcham,  Mod. 
■       W.  F.  Byrd,  C.C. 

August  the  fourth,  Saturday  1879 

The  Church  met  at  Pleasant  Home  and  was  found  in  full  fellowship  and  the  preceeding  minutes  read  and  stood 
approved.  On  motion  the  Clerk  is  ordered  to  read  the  Associational  letter.  On  motion  the  letter  stands  approved. 
On  motion  adjourn. 

G.  M.  Burcham,  Mod. 
W.  F.  Byrd,  C.C. 
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ELKIN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

"As  cold  waters  to  a  thirsty  soul...".  Proverbs  25:25A 

Just  as  the  cool  waters  gushing  forth  from  the  springs  that  gave  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church  its  name, 
in  a  symbolic  way  the  spiritual  waters  of  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church  overflowed  to  give  birth  to  five  or 
more  other  churches  and  to  the  formation  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 

On  this  momentous  occasion,  November  7,  1879,  the  groundwork  was  laid  for  a  strong  missionary 
organization  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God.  Hundreds  of  men  and  women  have  labored  diligently 
during  the  first  one-hundred  years  of  the  Association's  existence  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed  to  these 
faithful  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  who  have  answered  the  call  of  service  and  have  contributed 
to  the  steady  growth  of  the  Association  -  from  eleven  churches  in  the  beginning  with  a  total  membership  of 
637  -  to  twenty-two  churches  with  a  total  membership  of  7,739  in  1978. 

In  commemoration  of  that  first  meeting,  the  Minutes  are  copied  in  their  entirety,  just  as  printed  by  the 
STATESVILLE,  N.  C.  AMERICAN  OFFICE,  1880. 


MINUTES 


November  7,  1  879 


The  Presbytery  appointed  by  the  Brier  Creek  Association,  to  wit:  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney, 
Rev.  W,  A.  Myers,  Rev.  E.  N.  Gwyn  and  bro.  J.  Jennings,  convened  with  the  church  at  Cool 
Springs,  Wilkes  County,  N.C.,  the  7th  day  of  November,  1879. 

After  a  sermon  by  Rev.  John  Adams;  then  refreshments  of  thirty  minutes;  prayer  by 
Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney. 

The  Presbytery  organized  by  choosing  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney,  Chairman,  and  Rev.  E.  N. 
Gwyn,  Secretary. 

Letters  from  churches  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association,  viz:  Center,  Cool  Springs,  Gum 
Orchard,  Macedonia,  Pleasant  Home,  Long  Creek,  Rock  Creek,  White  Plain,  with  letters  from 
newly  constituted  churches  -  Dehart,  Mount  Pisgah,  Union  Hill  -  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
read,  and  names  of  Delegates  enrolled. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  Adams,  A.  E.  Myers,  and 
bro.  J.  M.  Gambill,  to  present  a  Constitution  for  the  government  of  the  new  Association. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  viz:  J.  W.  Fields,  Revs.  G.  M.  Burcham  and  A.  Parks,  to 
present  Articles  of  Faith. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  viz:  Revs.  B.  W.  Ashley,  J.  Hughes  and  bro.  F.  Brewer,  to 
present  Rules  of  Decorum. 

The  Constitution  of  Brushy  Mountain  Association  was  presented,  read  and  adopted. 

The  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  Primitive  Association  was  presented,  read  and  adopted. 

The  Rules  of  Decorum  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association  was  read,  presented  and 
adopted. 

The  Presbytery  then  pronounced  the  churches  orthydox,  and  ready  for  organization. 

On  motion  the  Churches  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year:  Rev.  John 
Adams  was  elected  Moderator,  and  C.  F.  Fields,  Clerk. 

W.  F.  BYRD 

On  motion  visiting  brethren  were  invited  to  seats.  From  Brier  Creek.  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwalt- 
ney, W.  A.  Myers,  E.  N.  Gwyn  and  brethren  J.  Jennings  and  J.  F.  Adams;  from  the  Yadkin, 
Rev.  J.  K.  Rose;  from  the  Brushy  Mountain,  Rev.  I.  N.  Hanes;  from  the  Kansas,  Rev.  J.  S. 
Forester. 

On  motion,  Committees  appointed. 

Arrangements  -  Elders  A.  E.  Myers,  G.  M.  Burcham,  B.  W.  Ashley  and  brethren  J.  W. 
Fields  and  A.  Parks. 

Finance  -  J.  M.  Gambill,  Thomas  Byrd. 

Religious  Exercises  -  L.  D.  Burcham,  W.  F.  Byrd,  with  delegates  and  Pastor  of  this 
church. 
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Sabbath  School  -  E.  N.  Gwyn,  I.  N.  Hanes. 

Periodicals  -  L.  P.  Gwaltney,  D.  J.  Roberts. 

Resolutions  -  G.  W.  Adams,  J.  Jennings. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Exercises  reported  Elders  B.  W.  Ashley  and  J.  N.  Brooks 
preach  to  night;  Rev.  J.  S.  Forester  to-morrow  at  11  A.M. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  Saturday  9  A.M.  Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Myers.  Benediction 
by  the  Moderator. 

REV.  JOHN  ADAMS,  Moderator 
C.  F.  FIELDS,  Clerk 

SATURDAY  9  A.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  offered  their  Report,  which  was  adopted. 
Minutes  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 
Names  of  Delegates  called. 

The  Constitution,  Rules  of  Decorum  and  Articles  of  Faith  read. 
The   Committee  on   Periodicals  offered  their  Report.  After  remarks  by  Rev.  L.  P. 
Gwaltney,  W.  A.  Myers,  J.  K.  Franklin  and  others,  the  Report  was  adopted. 

DEAR  BRETHREN:  We  regard  the  Press  as  second  only  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
in  the  education  of  our  people  in  their  Christian  growth,  as  well  as  promoting  the  general 
interest  and  work  of  the  Church.  We  therefore  recommend  the  Biblical  Recorder,  the  organ 
of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  as  a  paper  worthy  of  our  most  hearty  support. 

L.  P.  GWALTNEY 
D.  J.  ROBERTS 

The  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  offered  their  Report.  After  remarks  by  Revs.  E.  N. 
Gwyn,  J.  S.  Forester  and  others,  the  Report  was  adopted. 

Sabbath  Schools  originated  several  thousand  years  ago  under  the  Jewish  Dispen- 
sation, when  the  people  went  up  to  the  synagogue  every  Sabbath  to  hear  the  reading  of  the 
Law,  and  the  predictions  of  the  coming  Messiah.  Parents  were  bound  by  the  Moral  Law  to 
teach  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  to  their  children.  When  our  blessed  Saviour  was  on 
earth  He  stood  up  for  to  read  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath.  The  Apostles  preached  and 
taught  the  people  on  the  Sabbath  day.  And  in  the  days  of  primitive  Christianity,  the  custom 
prevailed  of  assembling  the  children,  the  youth  and  the  older  people  on  the  Sabbath  for 
Scriptural  instruction.  Our  present  play  of  teaching  Sabbath  Schools  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Ralks,  a  Baptist  Deacon  in  England,  nearly  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  they  spread  rapidly 
in  the  British  Dominion.  In  1801  these  schools  reached  America;  and  in  1823  several  gentle- 
men in  New  York  convened  and  organized  a  society  which  still  exists,  and  is  known  as  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union.  The  Children  in  our  land  must  either  be  the  children  of 
Christ  or  the  wicked  One.  Parents  are  responsible  for  the  instruction  of  their  children.  The 
neighbor  is  responsible  for  the  instruction  of  his  neighbor.  The  older  are  responsible  for 
the  instruction  of  the  younger.  In  fact  we  are  our  brothers'  keeper.  The  Sunday  School  is 
one  of  the  means  being  used  by  Jehovah  as  an  instrument  in  our  hands  for  the  conversion 
of  those  around  us,  and  the  entire  world.  The  future  success  of  the  country  depends  upon 
the  children  of  the  present  day.  How  important  to  instill  in  their  minds  the  love  of  Truth 
and  thirst  for  Bible  knowledge,  and  less  love  for  the  wealth,  the  pleasures  and  the  fashions 
of  the  world.  Let  this  infant  Association  commence  great  things  for  the  Lord,  in  preparing 
the  youth  for  His  service  in  this  world  and  His  glory  in  the  world  to  come. 

In  order  to  render  the  Sunday  School  work  efficient  we  recommend  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  (one  from  each  church)  to  take  into  consideration  the  Sunday  School  work 
in  the  bounds  of  the  Association.  Brethren,  we  as  Baptists  should  know  no  bounds  this  side 
of  all  the  world.  We  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  extend  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom,  until 

Jesus  shall  reign  wherever  the  sun, 

Does  his  successive  journeys  run, 

His  kingdom  stretch  from  shore  to  shore 

Till  moons  shall  wax  and  wane  no  more. 

E.  N.  GWYN 
I.  N.  HANES 


On  motion,  deferred  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  until  1  P.M. 
On  motion,  adjourned  for  preaching;  sermon  by  J.  S.  Forester. 

1  P.  M. 

Convened  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  appointed  D.  J.  Roberts.  C.  F.  Fields.  Felix  Brewer,  J.  F.  Franklin.  A.  J. 
Thompson.  G.  C.  Poplin.  S.  H.  Brooks,  Thomas  Byrd.  A.  E.  Myers.  Wm.  Harris.  J.  Jordan: 
Sabbath  School  Committee  for  the  Year. 

On  motion,  instructed  the  Clerk  to  purchase  an  Associational  Book. 

On  motion,  agreed  to  correspond  with  Yadkin,  Brier  Creek,  Brushy  Mountain  and 
New  River  Associations. 

Appointed  correspondents  to  the  Yadkin;  G.  M.  Burcham,  Wm.  Burcham;  Brier  Creek, 
A.  E.  Myers.  J.  Jordan.  J.  W.  Fields,  J.  C.  Harpe;  Brushy  Mountain.  J.  Adams,  J.  Hughes, 
W.  F.  Byrd:  New  River,  B.  W.  Ashley,  D.  J.  Roberts,  N.  J.  Walls,  G.  M.  Burcham. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  $6.00. 

On  motion,  agreed  to  take  collection  on  Sabbath  for  Minutes. 

Appomted  next  session  to  convene  with  Pleasant  Home  Church  on  Friday  before  the 
second  Sunday  in  November,  1880.  Appointed  G.  M.  Burcham  to  preach  the  Introductory 
Sermon,  B.  W.  Ashley,  alternate. 

On  motion,  instructed  the  Clerk  to  have  300  copies  of  Minutes  printed,  and  be  allowed 
something  for  his  services. 

Appointed  Rev.  J.  Adams  to  write  a  Circular  on  Church  Discipline. 

Appointed  Rev.  J.  Adams  to  preach  a  Denominational  sermon  at  next  session. 

On  motion.  Rev.  E.  N.  Gwyn  was  requested  to  write  an  Essay  on  what  relation  the 
Sabbath  School  has  to  the  Church. 

On  motion.  Rev.  J.  S.  Forester  was  requested  to  write  an  Essay,  or  deliver  an  address 
on  what  are  the  benefits  derived  from  organized  work. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  offered  their  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

1st.  Resolved.  That  the  first  resolution  of  this  Association  be  to  encourage  all  the 
churches  of  this  body  to  do  all  they  can  to  promote  peace  and  harmony  and  love  among 
themselves,  and  throughout  the  entire  Baptist  family  remembering  the  prayer  of  the  blessed 
Saviour  in  the  17th  chap,  of  St.  John  and  20th,  21st  and  22nd  verses. 

2nd.  Resolved.  That  this  body  earnestly  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  great  command  of 
our  Lord  and  Promoting  the  cause  of  Missions  at  home  and  abroad. 

On  motion,  volunteer  Missionary  labor  was  called  for,  and  G.  M.  Burcham,  D.  J. 
Roberts,  A.  E.  Myers,  J.  S.  Forester,  J.  Adams  and  E.  N.  Gwyn  responded. 

3rd.  Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the  brethren  and  citizens 
of  this  vicinity  for  their  kind  hospitality  in  supporting  this  Association. 

J.  JENNINGS 
G.  W.  ADAMS 

On  motion,  adjourned:  prayer  by  I.  N.  Hanes. 
C.  F.  FIELDS,  Clerk  REV.  JOHN  ADAMS,  Moderator 


SABBATH 


Prayer-meeting  conducted  by  W.  A.  Myers,  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney  preached  from  St. 
John,  1:16,  after  which  a  collection  was  taken  amounting  to  $3.61  for  Minutes.  Rev.  E.  N. 
Gwyn  preached  at  2  P.  M. 


LIST  OF  MINISTERS 

John  Adams    Mulberry,  N.C. 

B.W.Ashley     Dockery,  N.C. 

G.  M.  Burcham    Elkln,  N.C. 

J.  K.  Franklin    Judesville,  N.C. 

John  Hughes    Elkin,  N.C. 

William  Harris     Kapps  Mill,  N.C. 

Jonathan  Jordan  R.  River,  N.C. 

A.  E.  Myers Round  Mountain,  N.C. 

D.  J.  Roberts    Cherry  Lane,  N.C. 

S.  F.  Simmons   Elkin,  N.C. 


CONSTITUTION 

1st.  This  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association,  and  shall  be  composed  of 
delegates  chosen  by  the  churches;  each  church  being  entitled  to  three  delegates,  and  all  regular  ordained 
ministers  as  members  ex  officio. 

2d.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  promotion  of  Christ's  Kingdom  upon  earth. 

3d.  The  delegates  thus  selected  should  bear  from  each  respective  church  a  letter  certifying  their 
appointments,  and  communicating  information  relative  to  the  state  of  the  church  and  interest  thereof. 

4th.  The  Association  just  formed  shall  choose  by  ballot,  a  Moderator,  Clerk,  and  Treasurer,  who  shall 
continue  in  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen.  The  last  two  offices  may  be  held  by  the  same 
individual. 

5th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Moderator  to  preside  at  meetings  of  business;  to  keep  order  during  the 
session,  to  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  of  the  house  by  any  member,  and  to  perform  all 
other  duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 

6th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  faithful  and  correct  record  of  all  the  proceeding  of  each 
session  of  the  Association;  to  transcribe  therein  in  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  and  to  perform  other  duties 
assigned  to  him  by  the  Association. 

7th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  all  the  funds  coming  into  his  hands 
and  to  report  the  same  at  the  order  of  the  Association. 

8th.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  of  Arrangements  consisting  of  five  members  besides  the  Moderator 
and  Clerk. 

9th.  All  letters  of  grievances  and  queries,  together  with  all  letters  from  corresponding  Associations 
requiring  any  attention  thereon,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  reported  back 
to  the  Association. 

10th.  This  body  shall  have  no  coersive  power  to  exercise  lordship  over  God's  heritage,  but  shall  only 
be  considered  as  advisory  counsel  in  all  matters  respecting  the  internal  regulations  of  the  churches. 

1 1th.  When  an  offense  may  have  been  committed  by  one  church  against  another,  or  where  a  series  of 
difficulties  may  have  arisen  in  an  individual  church  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Association  (after  due  labors 
have  been  had  between  the  offending  and  offended  churches,  or  an  individual  church,  as  the  case  may  be) 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration  and  advise  upon  it 

12th,  The  Association  shall  not  maintain  permanent  fellowship  toward  any  of  her  churches  which 
neglect  to  institute  and  preserve  Gospel  order  among  their  members  nor  any  of  her  churches  or  ministers 
that  treat  her  Constitution  with  contempt,  but  shall  sustain  with  all  her  influence,  such  as  promote  Gospel 
principles  and  order. 

13th.  It  shall  be  the  province  of  this  Association  to  invite  visiting  and  corresponding  brethren  to  seats, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  speak  on  any  point  under  discussion,  but  not  to  vote. 

14th.  The  Association  shall  in  all  cases  (except  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  Constitution)  be  governed 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  shall  not  adjourn  until  they  have  gone  through  the  business  of 
the  Association,  except  in  extraordinary  cases. 

15th.  Each  church  having  ordained  and  licensed  ministers  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Association 
in  order  that  they  may  appear  as  such  on  the  face  of  the  Minutes. 

16th.  The  Association  shall  furnish  the  churches  with  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  churches  to  enable  her  to  do  so. 


17th.  The  Association  shall  have  a  fund,  created  and  sustained  by  voluntary  contributions  from  the 
churches,  which  shall  be  held  by  the  Treasurer,  and  subject  to  the  disposition  of  a  majority  of  the  Associ- 
ation present  at  any  annual  session. 

18th.  The  Association  shall  hold  an  annual  session  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the  body  may,  from  time 
to  time,  designate. 

19th.  By  appointment  of  the  Association,  there  may  be  an  Introductory,  a  Missionary,  and  a  Denom- 
inational sermon  preached  at  each  annual  session. 

20th.  The  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  time,  two-thirds  of  the  members  present, 
concurring. 


RULES  OF  DECORUM 


1st.  The  Association  shall  be  opened  and  closed  by  prayer. 

2d.  The  letters  from  the  churches  shall  be  read,  and  the  names  of  the  delegates  enrolled. 

3d.  A  Moderator  and  Clerk  chosen  by  the  suffrages  of  the  members  present. 

4th.  Only  one  member  shall  speak  at  a  time,  who  shall  rise  from  his  seat  and  address  the  Moderator; 
and  while  speaking  shall  not  be  interrupted  by  any  member,  except  the  Moderator. 

5th.  The  member  speaking  shall  strictly  adhere  to  the  subject,  and  use  no  words  calculated  to  irritate. 

6th.  No  member  shall  abruptly  break  off  or  absent  himself,  without  leave  of  the  Association. 

7th.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  three  times  upon  one  subject,  without  leave  of  the  Association. 

8th.  No  member  shall  have  the  liberty  of  laughing  during  the  sitting  of  the  Association,  nor  whisper- 
ing in  time  of  public  speech. 

9th.  No  member  of  the  Association  shall  address  another  in  any  other  appelation  but  that  of  brother. 

10th.  The  Moderator  shall  not  interrupt  any  member  or  prohibit  him  from  speaking  till  he  give  his  light 
on  the  subject,  unless  he  breaks  this  decorum. 

11th.  The  names  of  the  several  members  of  the  Association  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  as  often  as  the 
Association  requires. 

12th.  The  Moderator  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  another  member,  provided  his  seat  be 
filled;  and  he  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  the  Association  be  equally  divided. 

13th.  Queries  presented  by  the  churches  shall  be  attended  to  by  the  Association. 

14th.  Every  motion  made  and  seconded  shall  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Association, 
except  it  be  withdrawn  by  the  member  who  made  it. 

15th.  Any  member  who  shall  willingly  and  knowingly  break  any  of  these  rules,  shall  be  reproved  by 
the  Association,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 


ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 


1st.  We  believe  in  one  only  true  and  living  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one. 

2d.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament  are  the  Words  of  God,  and  the 
only  rule  of  Faith  and  Practice. 

3d.  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  Election  by  grace. 

4th.  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  and  in  man's  impotency  to  recover  himself  from  the 
fallen  state  he  is  in  by  nature,  by  his  own  free  will  or  ability. 

5th.  We  believe  that  sinners  are  called,  converted,  regenerated  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
that  all  who  are  thus  regenerated  and  born  again  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  shall  never  fall  finally  away. 

6th.  We  believe  that  sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God  only  by  the  imputed  righteousness  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

7th.  We  believe  that  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  true 
believers  are  the  only  subjects  of  those  ordinances;  and  we  believe  the  only  true  mode  of  Baptism  is  by 
immersion. 

8th,  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  a  general  judgment  and  that  the  joys  of  the 
righteous  and  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  will  be  eternal. 

9th.  We  believe  that  no  minister  has  a  right  to  administerthe  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  except  such  as 
are  regularly  called,  and  come  under  the  imposition  of  hands  by  the  Presbytery. 
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Judesville. 

S.  F.  Simmons 

J.  K.  Franklin,  L,  C.  Collins 

24 

.35 

3 

Long  Creek 

Wm.  Harris 

D.  J.  Roberts 

.10 

3 

Macedonia 

Elkln 

E-  N   Gwyn 

Isom  Bircett,  J,  F   Mastln,  J.  S,  Poplin 

19 

.55 

1 

Mt.  Pisgah 

Dockery 

B.  W.  Ashley 

Rhesa  Lyon,  S.  Staley,  F.  Brewer 

35 

.75 

4 

Pleasant  Home 

Elkln 

G,  M,  Burcham 

Wm,  Burcham,  Thos.  Byrd,  W.  F.  Byrd 

34 

.65 

4 

Rock  Creek 

Round  Mountain 

A   E    Myers 

A.  E.  Myers,  E.  H.  Brewer,  J    Blackburn 

54 

,50 

4 

Union  Hill 

Kapp's  Mill 

Wm.  Harris 

Wm.  Harris,  J.  Holcomb,  J.  P   Harris 

16 

.30 

4 

White  Plain 

R.  River 

G    M.  Burcham 

W.  A   Tharp,  J.  Jordan 

121 

.35 

3 

Total 


637 


7.51 


At  the  third  session  of  the  association  at  Rock  Creek  Church  in  1881,  a  new  resolution  was  recom- 
mended and  adopted  as  Article  XXI  of  the  Constitution: 

"The  Benevolent  institutions  of  the  day  shall  be  no  bar  or  test  of  fellowship,  but  all  shall  be 
free  to  sustain  or  not  sustain  as  they  choose." 

The  entire  Constitution  with  the  new  resolution  was  printed  in  the  Minutes  of  1885,  and  occasionally 
thereafter  up  to  1945,  at  which  time  it  became  a  permanent  part  of  the  printed  Minutes. 

Apparently  this  Constitution  served  the  association  without  change  until  1945,  when  the  following 
minor  changes  appeared  in  printed  form  in  the  Minutes: 

6th.  under  Constitution  -  pertaining  to  clerk's  duties. 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  faithful  and  correct  record  of  all  the  proceedings 
of  each  session  of  the  association  and  keep  a  minute  of  each  session  and  to  perform  other 
duties  assigned  to  him  by  the  association. 

15th.  "on"  changed  to  "in"  the  face  of  the  Minutes. 

Under  "Rules  of  Decorum" 
3rd.  The  word  "suffrages"  changed  to  "majority". 
Complete  revisions  of  the  Constitution  are  noted  in  1955  and  1968.  (See  Fourth  Quarter  Century.) 


ORGANIZATION 

and 

NARRATIVE  REPORT 

First  Quarter  Century 

1879  through  1903 

The  Elkin  Baptist  Association  became  a  reality  on  Friday,  November  7,  1879,  at  Cool  Springs  Church 
in  Wilkes  County,  when  the  Presbytery  appointed  by  Brier  Creek  Association  -  Rev.  L.  P.  Gwaltney,  Rev. 
W.  A.  Myers,  Rev.  E.  N.  Gwyn  and  Bro.  J.  Jennings  examined  letters  from  the  following  churches  and  pro- 
nounced them  "orthodox  and  ready  for  organization": 

Center 
Cool  Springs 
Gum  Orchard 
Macedonia 
Pleasant  Home 
Long  Creek 
Rock  Creek 
White  Plains 


Dehart 

Mount  Pisgah 
Union  Hill 


All  from  Brier  Creek  Association 


Newly  constituted  churches 


The  first  associational  meeting  lasted  for  three  days,  morning,  afternoon,  and  at  least  one  night 
session,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  November  7,  8,  and  9.  John  Adams  of  the  Primitive  Association  was 
elected  Moderator  and  C.  F.  Fields  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association  was  elected  clerk.  John  Adams  preached 
the  Introductory  Sermon. 

Rules  of  Decorum  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association,  Constitution  of  the  Brushy  Mountain,  and  Articles  of 
Faith  of  the  Primitive  were  presented,  read  and  adopted.  These  guidelines  have  served  the  association  down 
through  the  years  except  for  changes  in  the  Constitution  from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  changing 
world.  These  changes  are  dealt  with  in  their  particular  time  frame. 

The  Constitution  provided  for  each  church  to  have  representation  by  three  delegates  and  all  ordained 
ministers  as  members  ex  officio. 

At  each  session  a  Moderator,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  would  be  chosen  by  ballot  to  continue  for  one  year 
until  others  were  chosen. 

After  the  association  was  duly  organized  and  constituted,  rules  were  laid  down  for  yearly  meetings  - 
the  church,  time  and  place  to  be  chosen  by  a  committee  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

For  the  first  13  years,  sessions  were  held  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  morning,  afternoon  and 
occasionally  a  night  session,  but  the  1892  Minutes  show  that  sessions  were  changed  to  four  days  beginning 
on  Thursday  and  continuing  through  Sunday  -  the  morning  portion  of  the  Sabbath  being  given  over  chiefly 
to  Sunday  School  Mass  Meeting.  For  some  reason  not  entirely  clear,  the  meetings  were  changed  back  to 
three  days  -  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  -  in  1899.  Near  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  century-  in  1902, 
the  meetings  were  again  changed  to  four  days  -  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Occasionally  a  session  started  as  early  as  8:00  a.m.,  but  most  of  the  time  at  9:00  a.m.,  with  varying 
times  at  10:00  and  11:00  a.m. 

The  procedure  consisted  of  welcome  by  the  host  church,  song,  prayer,  and  introductory  sermon. 

After  "refreshments",  sometimes  at  1 :00  p.m.,  and  at  other  times  at  2:00  p.m.,  the  Moderator  called  the 
session  to  order  which  was  followed  by  prayer.  The  agenda  included  letters  from  churches,  roll  call  of 
delegates,  new  church  letters  and  delegates,  if  any;  election  of  officers,  appointment  of  committee  on 
arrangements  and  reports,  appointment  of  correspondents,  recognition  of  visitors,  and  usually  ending  with 

The  second  day  had  the  usual  song,  prayer,  arrangements  committee  reports,  reading  of  Minutes, 
Rules  of  Decorum,  Articles  of  Faith,  and  sometimes  the  Constitution,  if  time  permitted.  Another  sermon 
was  preached,  and  if  there  was  a  night  session,  it  was  given  over  entirely  to  singing,  praying  and  preaching. 
If  it  was  a  four-day  session,  Saturday  was  a  big  day  of  fellow-shipping,  preaching,  praying  and  conducting 
left-over  business,  Sunday  was  also  a  big  day  with  a  session  in  the  afternoon. 


Transportation  was  by  foot,  horseback  or  horsedrawn  vehicles,  roads  were  little  more  than  trails  in 
many  areas,  so  that  delegates  had  to  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  host  church.  Hallways,  hay  lofts,  and  any 
space  that  would  provide  sleeping  quarters  were  put  to  use 

This  was  a  time  for  housewives  and  daughters  to  prove  their  culinary  skills  and  each  congregation 
tried  to  outdo  the  other  in  providing  "dinner  on  the  ground"  for  all  the  sessions.  This  writer  recalls  seeing 
stacks  of  dried  apple  pies  -  about  a  dozen  in  a  stack  prepared  for  associational  meetings  during  childhood. 
Pies  are  not  baked  in  this  fashion  any  more.  A  sharp  knife  was  used  to  cut  through  the  entire  stack  and  each 
piece  lifted  from  the  top  as  needed.  Maybe  this  is  a  trick  of  memory,  but  somehow  they  seemed  to  have 
more  flavor  as  they  were  stacked  when  warm  from  the  oven  and  retained  more  moisture. 

Esta  Murray,  wife  of  L.  B  Murray,  an  active  participant  in  the  association  around  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury, in  an  interview  for  "SPOTLIGHT  ON  SENIOR  CITIZENS  ',  that  appeared  in  The  Elkin  Tribune  in  1975, 
perhaps  expresses  the  sentiments  of  all  participants  "Associational  meetings  were  functions  to  celebrate 
for  da/s  .  .  She  considered  it  just  a  part  of  her  job  as  a  preacher's  wife  to  prepare  food  for  all  the  people 
during  these  occasions 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Harris,  a  long  time  member  of  the  parent  church.  Cool  Springs,  submits  the  following 
poem,  depicting  "how  it  was"  in  years  gone  by. 

LONG  AGO 

Matilda  Johnson  Alexander 

Told  of  days  long  years  ago. 
When  to  clean  the  church  building 

They  had  to  use  a  hoe. 

You  see.  they  chewed  tobacco 

and  dipped  their  snuff  back  then, 
They  spat  it  out  upon  the  floor 

Now    we'd  think  it  was  a  sin! 

We  always  saved  a  ham  to  slice 

In  case  of  late  warm  weather, 
For  grocery  stores  without  the  cash 

Just  didn't  go  together. 

Fifty-two  pies  and  custards 

I  baked,  as  I  remember. 
For  visitors  who  came 

On  a  long  ago  November. 

Two  aunts  of  mine  walked  thirteen  miles 

From  Union  Hill  down  here. 
To  attend  the  Sunday  services 

Which  to  their  hearts  were  dear. 

Those  old  buildings  now  are  gone 

Their  people  passed  away. 
God  grant  "baptized  believers" 

Are  in  this  church  to  stay. 

Quoting  Mrs.  Harris:  "From  the  pulpit  many  men  of  God  have  preached  His  Word.  In  my  imagination 
I  can  see  them  walking  for  many  miles,  riding  m  ox  carts  and  wagons,  singing  old  hymns,  shouting  the 
glory,  hallelujah  of  the  LORD." 

From  the  very  beginning,  the  association  supported  the  following  purposes  and  committees  ap- 
pointed accordingly: 

Finance  Pastoral  and  Church  Relations 

Religious  Exercises  Special  Changes  (obituaries) 

Periodicals  Time  and  Place 

Education  Arrangements 


Sabbath  Schools  Resolutions 

State  Missions  Orphanage  (from  1888) 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions  Ministers'  Relief  (from  1891) 

Temperance 

The  Minutes  were  a  very  important  part  of  the  associational  meetings  and  a  special  offering  was 
always  taken  for  this  purpose  -  250  to  400  copies  being  printed  However,  as  the  number  of  churches  in- 
creased in  the  early  90s  to  1897,  usually  500  Minutes  were  printed.  A  small  stipend  was  provided  for  the  clerk, 
ranging  from  $3,00  to  S5  00.  On  occasion  there  was  not  enough  money  to  pay  for  printing  the  Minutes  and 
the  Clerk  paid  the  difference  from  his  own  pocket,  but  an  offering  was  taken  at  the  next  meeting  to  cover 
this  deficit. 

Appointed  committees  were  requested  to  provide  written  reports  on  the  various  causes  supported  by 
the  association.  These  reports  were  to  be  presented  at  each  session  and  adopted  for  incorporation  in  the 
Minutes  which  have  been  preserved  over  the  years.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  the  proceedings  of 
the  entire  century  are  preserved  in  the  Baptist  Collection  at  Wake  Forest  Also,  some  local  churches  and 
individuals  have  preserved  some  copies  that  have  been  made  available  as  a  source  of  information. 

By  1900,  an  Order  of  Business  had  evolved  as  the  following  program  indicates: 


PROGRAM 

Tuesday,  September  25,  1900 

1  1:00  a.m. 

Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Jolly 

DINNER 

1.  Organization 

2  Recognized  correspondents 

3.  Appointment  of  correspondents  and  committees 

4,  Report  of  correspondents 

5,  Committee  on  nomination  report 

6.  Committee  on  religous  exercise  report 

Wednesday,  9  a.m.,  Sept.  26,  1900 

1.     Devotional  Exercise 

2  In  memoriam  committee  report 

3  Committee  on  education  report 

4.  Report  of  committee  on  periodicals 

5.  Sermon  11:00  AM. 

NOON 

1.  Report  of  committee  on  orphanage 

2.  Committee  on  Ministeis   Relief  Board  report 

3.  Pastoral  and  church  relations  committee  report 

4.  Report  of  committee  on  digest  of  church  letters 

5.  Committee  on  religious  exercises  report 

Thursday,  9  a.m.,  Sept.  27,  1900 

1.  Prayer  and  song  service 

2.  Committee  on  Time  and  Place  report 

3.  Executive  Committee  report 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  State  Missions 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 

6.  Sermon  11  AM 


NOON 

1.  Finance  Committee  report 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Temperance 

3.  Miscellany 

(At  this  point  in  time,  the  Sunday  School  had  its  own  special  Convention.) 

Frequent  visitors  to  the  association  were  representatives  from  the  Biblical  Recorder,  from  the 
Orphanage  after  it  was  organized  in  1885,  from  Ministers'  Relief  Headquarters  in  Durham,  after  1891,  and 
from  Baptist  Headquarters  in  Raleigh.  As  early  as  1880,  it  was  noted  that  "Rev.  Mr.  Troy  from  the  American 
Bible  society  was  welcomed  to  a  seat." 

The  presence  of  these  officials  greatly  strengthened  the  leaders  in  their  missions  and  benevolent 
efforts. 

In  1881,  "hour  of  ten  o'clock  a.m.  (Saturday)  ...  set  apart  as  the  time  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
corresponding  with  the  Baptist  State  Convention." 

This  must  have  met  with  wholehearted  approval  of  the  association  as  F.  T.  Shore  and  C.  F.  Fields  were 
endorsed  as  volunteers  to  the  Convention.  From  this  time  on  there  was  State  and  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention support  with  anyone  who  could  attend  such  meetings  being  considered  delegates. 

Others  who  attended  sessions  of  one  or  both  of  these  Conventions  during  the  first  quarter  century 
were  J.  W.  Burchette.  J.  W.  Bowles,  J.  I.  Dimmette,  J.  T.  Johnson,  C.  H.  Utiey,  W.  F.  Byrd,  J.  S.  Kilby,  J.  A. 
McCann,  E.  M.  Bowles,  J.  S.  Holbrook,  E.  N.  Gwyn,  C.  Blevins,  D.  T.  Oats,  Grant  Cothren,  R.  E.  Johnson, 
W.  F.  Weir.  Fields  attended  sessions  of  both  Conventions  many  times  during  this  period. 

The  association  had  fellowship  with  Brier  Creek,  Brushy  Mountain,  New  River,  Yadkin,  Primitive, 
Mountain  Union,  Alleghany  and  Ashe,  Stone  Mountain  and  Surry  after  they  were  organized.  Often  visitors 
from  associations  in  other  sections  of  the  state  and  some  from  Grayson  County,  Virginia,  would  be  recog- 
nized and  seated. 

During  these  early  years,  a  motion  was  made  at  each  session  that  any  Brother  attending  the  sister 
associations  be  recognized  as  a  correspondent. 

Throughout  the  history  in  this  first  quarter  century,  delegates  and  participants  are  often  referred  to 
as   "Elder '.  This  is  due  to  fellowship  with  the  Primitive  Baptists  who  address  their  ministers  as  "Elders". 

From  the  very  beginning  the  association  went  on  record  in  the  support  of  Temperance,  Church  and 
Pastoral  Relations.  These  do  not  fall  in  any  financial  support  category  so  they  are  not  followed  up  in  detail 
as  are  the  other  causes  supported  by  the  association. 

The  first  Temperance  report  by  C.  F.  Fields  and  D.  J.  Roberts,  in  1880,  is  typical  of  the  stand  taken  by 
the  association  down  through  the  years  -  reports  incorporated  in  the  Minutes.  Apparently  the  discord  that 
existed  in  other  earlier  formed  associations  over  the  "Sons  of  Temperance"  issue  did  not  exist  in  the  Elkin 
Association. 

"We  understand  the  word  Temperance  to  mean  a  moderate  use  of  such  things  as  are  for 
our  good,  and  a  total  abstinence  from  all  things  that  are  injurious  to  health  and  happiness. 
The  success  of  the  church  is  being  clogged  by  intemperance  in  many  particulars,  especially 
by  the  making  and  using  ardent  spirits.  Let  us  all  contribute  more  to  the  extension  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  not  so  much  for  spirituous  liquors." 

The  Minutes  of  1889  reaffirm  this  stand  with  a  Resolution  "that  we  advise  our  churches  to  hold  no 
member  who  makes  buyes  sells  or  drinks  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage.  Also  instruct  our  pastors  to  urge 
the  matter  in  their  churches." 

C.  F.  Fields.  W.  M.  Hall  and  A.  T.  Pardew  formed  the  first  committee  appointed  on  Pastoral  and  Church 
Relations  in  1884.  Excerpts  from  their  first  report  in  1885,  are  typical  of  the  affirmation  of  this  relationship 
over  the  years  -  also  a  part  of  the  Minutes: 

"The  word  'Pastor'  means  Shepherd— apt  to  teach;  giving  attention  to  reading,  exhortation 
and  to  prayer  .  .  .  The  pastor,  as  was  said  to  Peter,  is  to  'feed  the  lambs'.  The  lambs  are  those 
who  are  newly  converted  to  Christ.  The  pastor  is  also  to  feed  the  sheep-that  is,  the  older 
members  of  the  church.  The  pastor,  then,  should  be  consecrated  and  Bible  read,  so  that  he 
may  be  able  to  give  every  member  of  his  flock  meat  in  due  season. 

The  duty  of  the  church  to  the  pastor  is  to  loose  him  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry  ...  the 
•    Apostle  says:  'It  is  ordained  that  they  which  preach  the  gospel  shall  live  of  the  gospel'.  .  .  .It 
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is  also  the  duty  of  the  church  to  respect,  to  love,  and  to  pray  for  their  pastor. 

Much  of  the  safety  and  success  of  our  churches  in  the  future  depend  on  this  important 

mutual  relation." 

The  association  reached  its  highest  number  of  churches  during  this  quarter  century  and  descended  to 

its  lowest  ebb  near  the  end  of  the  25-year  period. 


The  following  changes  are  noted  during  this  first  quarter  century: 


Additions  (to  the  original 

Baptist  Home  1880 

Shady  Grove  1880 

Fishing  Creek  1881 

Mount  Carmel  1884 

Shoaly  Branch  1884 

Poplar  Springs  1885 

Mount  Pleasant  1887 

Liberty  Grove  1887 

Trap  Hill  1888 

Riverside  1889 

Elkin  1890 

Union  Cross  1890 

Piney  Grove  1891 

Ronda  1893 

Mulberry  1894 

Roaring  Gap  1894 

South  Fork  1895 

New  Light  #1  1896 

Pleasant  Hill  1897 


11) 


Withdrawals 

Long  Creek  -  not  represented  after  1887 

Mulberry  -  not  represented  after  1896 

Baptist  Home 

DeHart 

Mount  Pisgah 

New  Light 

Mount  Carmel 

Piney  Grove 

Riverside 

Trap  Hill 


Elkin 

Gum  Orchard 
Macedonia 
Union  Cross 

Ronda 
Shady  Grove 


to  Stone  Mountain 
1897-1899 


to 
Surry  Association  1903 

to 
Brushy  Mountain  1903 
Brushy  Mountain  1891 


South  Fork  -  not  represented  after  1896 


A  total  of  30  churches  joined  the  association  during  this  quarter  century  but  17  had  withdrawn,  leaving 
13  -  two  more  than  the  original  number  of  1 1 .  At  its  peak  in  1897,  there  were  27  churches  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  1,413.  At  this  point,  the  Elkin  Association  helped  to  organize  the  new  Stone  Mountain  Associ- 
ation which  was  formed  on  Friday,  November  19,  1897,  at  New  Covenant  Church  in  Wilkes  County. 

Elkin  Minutes  state  that  letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  to  DeHart,  Mount  Carmel,  Mount  Pisgah, 
New  Light,  Rock  Creek,  Piney  Grove  and  Traphill.  There  is  some  discrepancy  here  when  compared  to  Stone 
Mountain  records  and  Rock  Creek  apparently  stayed  in  the  Elkin  Association  and  never  joined  Stone 
Mountain.  However,  by  1899,  at  least  eight  of  the  Elkin  Association  churches  were  members  of  Stone 
Mountain. 

An  inroad  was  once  again  made  on  the  number  of  churches  with  the  organization  of  the  Surry  Associ- 
ation in  1903.  Churches  which  apparently  left  the  association  to  become  part  of  the  new  organization  were 
Elkin,  Gum  Orchard,  Macedonia  and  Union  Cross. 

Great  emphasis  was  made  during  this  period  of  time  in  establishing  new  churches,  keeping  those 
already  established  alive,  and  organizing  Sunday  Schools.  The  Sunday  School  Convention  was  organized 
in  the  early  90's  as  a  means  of  generating  interest  in  Christian  Education  and  missions.  None  had  "ever- 
green" schools.  Education,  Thomasville  Orphanage  and  Ministers'  Relief  were  the  Benevolences  receiving 
wholehearted  promotion  and  support.  (These  are  detailed  under  their  special  headings.) 

Many  of  the  churches  had  arbors  or  groves  and  the  Minutes  often  record  such  remarks  as,  "A  large 
crowd  gathered  in  the  grove  and  listened  attentively  to  an  interesting  sermon." 

"At  the  close  of  the  recess  the  congregation  again  assembled  in  the  arbor." 

Such  remarks  following  the  close  of  the  association  revealed  the  ties  of  fellowship  that  permeated  the 
gatherings  during  those  early  years: 

"The  preaching  was  such  as  God  delights  to  bless,  and  much  good  was  accomplished  for 
the  Master." 

"Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  pleasant  sessions  of  the  Elkin  Association.  May  God  bless  such 
meetings  to  the  glory  of  His  name." 
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The  association  was  a  "keeper  of  the  flock"  and  did  its  utnnost  to  keep  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  churches  such  as  appointing  committees  to  visit  churches  to  inquire  of  Brethren  or  to  investigate 
problems. 

Queries  Committee  was  set  up  to  investigate  problems  as  noted  by  the  following: 
Answer  to  Mount  Pisgah  Church  in  1881  - 

".  .  .  we  advise  the  churches  of  this  association  to  close  the  door  for  reception  of  members 
by  application,  only  in  special  cases  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  churches  to  whom  they 
make  application." 

Query  from  Pleasant  Home  in  1883  - 

"Is  it  right  for  Baptists  to  commune  with  the  Methodists?" 

Answer.  "No." 

"What  shall  be  done  with  a  minister  who  communes  with  the  Methodists  and  assists  in 
administering  the  ordinances?" 

Answer:  "First  admonish  him;  after  the  first  and  second  admonition,  reject  him  as  a  heretic." 

Query  from  Macedonia  Church  in  1891  - 

"What  should  be  done  with  a  minister  of  our  association  who  recommends  an  excluded 
member  to  join  another  church?" 

Answer:  "We  do  not  think  that  the  query  has  come  up  in  proper  form  for  us  to  consider,  but 
would  refer  the  brethren  to  11th  Article  of  our  Constitution." 

Query  on  visiting  Baptist  Home  Church  - 

"We  your  committee  to  visit  Baptist  Home  Church  failed  to  do  so,  but  learn  that  if  said  church 
could  have  regular  preaching,  that  there  is  a  favorable  chance  of  not  only  re-establishing 
the  church  but  of  making  it  a  stronger  and  better  church." 

"We  recommend  that  some  one  be  sent  to  preach  to  those  people." 

"Mount  Pisgah  Church  asked  to  write  after  B.  W.  Ashley,  and  find  his  whereabouts  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  association."  (1884) 

"The  committee  appointed  at  last  session  to  visit  Rock  Creek  Church  failed  to  do  so,  having 
learned  that  the  matter  was  settled  satisfactorily  by  the  church."  (1888) 

Evidently  the  problem  of  fellowshipping  with  the  Methodists  was  resolved  as  the  1888  Minutes  show 
that  "C.  F.  Fields  to  preach  at  the  Methodist  Church  tonight." 

This  session  of  the  association  was  held  at  Liberty  Grove  Church,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  church  was 
not  large  enough  to  hold  the  large  congregation. 

Again  in  1892,  the  following  is  noted  when  the  association  was  held  at  Elkin  Church: 

".  .  .  announced  that  W.  W.  White  preached  at  the  Baptist  Church  and  D.  J.  Harris  at  the 
Methodist  Church  tonight." 

The  next  day  it  was  noted  that  "Rev.  J.  H.  Yarboro  preached  at  1 1  a.m.  in  the  beautiful  grove  to  a  large 
and  well  ordered  congregation."  Collection  for  Foreign  Missions  was  $16.40.  Rev.  D.  J.  Harris  preached  at 
the  Methodist  Church. 

-  "Thus  ended  one  of  the  best  sessions  of  the  Elkin  Association." 

"Large  congregations  attended,  good  order  prevailed  and  the  best  of  singing  by  the  Elkin 
Choir  and  congregation." 

"May  Heaven's  richest  blessing  ever  attend  all  who  were  present." 
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At  the  peak  in  1897.  there  were  134  baptisms,  signifying  that  the  churches  were  evangelistic  in  nature  - 
their  greatest  strength. 

For  the  first  three  years,  members  were  received  by  experience  and  by  letter.  In  1882,  a  total  of  18 
baptisms  were  reported 

Baptisms  at  approximately  five-year  intervals  are  listed  below: 

1888  -   99  1897   -   134 

1893  -  66  1902   -     50 


...  «^ — tf 


Typical  of  baptismal  services  in  by-gone  days.  This  scene  is  "The  Old  Mill  Pond"  near  Pleasant  Home  Church. 


Exclusion  was  strongly  adherred  to  as  there  were  24  exclusions  in  1886  -  17  churches.  Minutes  of 
1899  list  33  exclusions  -  17  churches. 

Treasurer  s  Report  -  (a  birds  eye  view  of  financial  status) 


1880 


1885 


1890 


1895 


1899 


$12.12 
15.31 


$49.45 
$374.39 


from  Finance  Committee  (Minute  Fund) 


$27.43 

$14.40 

13.30 

from  Finance  Committee  (M 

$27.70 

$46.75 

16.35 

from  Finance  Committee  (M 

$63.10 

$16.59 

Minute  Fund 

13.15 

State  Missions 

11.96 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions 

2.60 

Orphanage 

2.15 

Ministers  Relief  Board 

3.00 

Education 

For  Missions  and  Orphanage,  Education  and  six  pastors'  salary 
also  Minute  Fund 


1902  $550.81  Building  Expenses  and  Other  Objects  were  listed  in  addition  to 

above  causes 
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Education  was  a  top  priority  and  the  establishment  of  Trap  Hill  Institute  in  1889,  is  dealt  with  in  the 
section  on  "Education. "  Professors  of  this  school  and  others  in  the  area  contributed  much  time  and  effort  on 
behalf  of  the  association  during  those  early  years. 

Many  noble  and  dedicated  Christians  contributed  much  time  and  of  their  meager  means  to  keep  the 
work  of  the  association  going.  It  is  impossible  to  give  detailed  information  about  individuals,  however,  some 
exceptions  are  made  in  order  to  give  the  caliber  of  leadership  at  a  time  when  few  men  were  privileged  to 
pursue  a  higher  education. 


C.  F.  Fields  stands  out  as  a  good  example  of 
unselfish  devotion,  serving  the  association  for  more 
than  50  years  and  probably  contributing  more  to  its 
success  than  any  other  individual. 

He  played  an  important  role  in  the  organization 
of  the  association,  was  elected  clerk  for  the  first  two 
years,  and  later  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  five 
additional  years.  He  also  served  as  Moderator  for  11 
years  and  was  instrumental  in  organizing  Stone 
Mountain  and  Surry  Associations. 

A  Wilkes  County  native.  Rev.  Fields  was  born  on 
April  22,  1852.  He  was  married  to  Nancy  Melinda 
Harris  on  October  31,  1875,  to  whom  were  born  five 
children:  John  Franklin,  Sally  Charity  Fields  Byrd, 
Nellia  Fields  Byrd,  Emmaline  Fields  Haynes  and  Lula 
Morris  Fields  Burchette.  None  survive  but  there  are 
many  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  in  the 
area.  Among  them  are  Mrs.  Amos  Lyon  (wife  of  Rev. 
Amos  Lyon),  who  provided  much  of  this  information. 

Rev.  Fields  was  also  an  outstanding  educator 
and  served  on  the  Wilkes  County  Board  of  Education 
for  13  years,  was  a  trustee  of  Mountain  View  and  Trap 
Hill  Institutes  and  was  instrumental  in  helping  to 
establish  both  schools.  He  is  said  to  have  had  more 
than  74  years  of  teaching  and  preaching.  His 
educational  background  is  not  entirely  clear,  but 
"Lest  We  Forget"  says  that  Rev.  Fields  "was  educated 
at  Cool  Springs  Academy,  having  been  certified  to 
teach  in  the  common  schools  of  Wilkes  County.  No 
doubt  he  attended  other  schools." 


Rev.  C.  F.  Fields 


At  the  height  of  his  career,  reports  indicate  that  his  plantation  home  in  the  Cool  Springs  community 
was  the  center  of  hospitality  for  people  near  and  far. 

He  and  Mrs.  Fields  were  honored  on  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  in  October  1925,  by  friends, 
relatives  and  public  officials  who  came  from  all  directions  with  picnic  baskets.  Among  officials  present  to 
pay  tribute  to  this  beloved  couple  were  Mayor  J.  W.  Ring  of  Elkin  and  Santford  Martin,  Editor  of  the  Winston- 
Salem  Journal.  Reporters  from  Mount  Airy,  Winston-Salem,  North  Wilkesboro  and  Elkin  were  present. 

His  pastorate  includes  six  town  churches  and  24  rural  churches  -  serving  Gum  Orchard  for  37  years. 
These  churches  were  located  in  Wilkes,  Yadkin  and  Surry  Counties.  Rev.  Fields  also  helped  to  organize  nine 
churches  and  was  instrumental  in  building  eight  new  ones. 

He  was  also  associational  missionary  for  two  years,  attending  sessions  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  many  years  and  served  on  every  committee  at  one  time  or  another 
throughout  his  many  years  of  service. 

His  last  active  year  in  the  association  was  in  1930,  at  which  time  he  preached  the  Introductory  sermon, 
using  as  his  text  Nehemiah  6:3.  He  gave  the  Missions  Report  in  1931. 

Among  schools  in  which  he  taught  were  Red  Rock,  Pleasant  Home,  White  Plains,  Peach  Orchard 
Academy,  and  schools  in  Surry  County. 

He  died  September  28,  1934,  at  the  age  of  82,  and  is  buried  in  Benham  Church  Cemetery  -  a  church 
he  founded. 
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Elder  Callaway  Blevins,  who  served  as  missionary  in  1891  and  1892.  was  originally  a  member  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  faith.  This  was  during  the  period  immediately  following  the  Civil  War  when  there  were 
very  few  missionary  minded  Baptists  and  it  became  necessary  to  belong  to  a  Primitive  Association.  He 
believed  in  missions  and  was  active  in  the  Elkin  Association  until  Stone  Mountain  Association  was  formed, 
becoming  the  first  Moderator  of  that  association  and  serving  10  of  the  first  12  years  in  that  capacity.  He  was 
born  at  Whitehead,  in  Alleghany  County  in  1847  and  died  in  1924,  spending  more  than  50  years  in  the 
ministry. 

John  Hughes,  who  served  on  the  Rules  of  Decorum  Committee  when  the  association  was  formed, 
was  pastor  of  Center  Church  and  later  served  as  pastor  of  Macedonia  for  about  five  years.  The  Minutes  of 
1902  record  his  obituary  and  list  his  age  at  88.  He  was  a  "bound  boy  '  in  hisearly  years  and  had  no  opportunity 
to  get  an  education.  He  was  converted  at  an  early  age,  joined  Fork  Church  in  Davie  County,  and  taught 
himself  to  read  and  write.  He  was  ordained  at  Swan  Creek  and  preached  in  Surry,  Wilkes,  Watauga  and 
Yadkin  County  churches.  Funds  were  raised  by  the  association  for  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  Cool 
Springs  Cemetery. 

John  Adams,  the  first  Moderator  -  serving  for  two  years,  was  originally  from  the  Primitive  Association. 
He  preached  the  first  Inroductory  Sermon  and  also  the  Denominational  Sermon.  The  association  appointed 
him  to  write  a  circular  on  "Church  Discipline",  which  was  read  in  1881  and  filed.  No  copy  of  this  is  available. 
He  served  on  many  committees  and  was  pastor  of  DeHart  Church  during  the  first  year  of  the  association, 
and  as  pastor  of  Baptist  Home  many  years  during  the  80's. 

A.  E.  Myers,  who  served  as  Moderator  following  John  Adams  in  1881,  was  born  in  Iredell  County, 
moved  to  Wilkes  County  and  joined  Covenant  Church.  He  later  joined  Rock  Creek  Church  where  he  was  a 
member  until  his  death  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  81  years.  In  addition  to  serving  on  many  committees  and  as 
pastor  of  numerous  churches,  he  served  as  a  volunteer  missionary  in  1880,  and  again  in  1904.  The  associ- 
ation also  raised  funds  for  a  monument  at  the  gravesite  of  Rev.  Myers  and  his  wife. 

James  M.  Gambill,  third  Moderator,  served  for  one  year,  1882.  He  was  a  dedicated  layman  of  Cool 
Springs  Church  which  he  represented  at  each  session  of  the  association  for  at  least  twenty  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Committee  and  served  on  various  and  sundry  committees  in  the  associ- 
ation. His  son,  Felix,  followed  in  his  footsteps  and  served  his  church  and  the  association  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Gambill  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  December  1858,  "lived  a  consistent  member  of  the  church  until 
death  .  .  .  1919  .  .  .  age  92  years."  He  was  also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  30  years. 

D.  J.  Roberts,  fourth  Moderator,  also  served  for  one  year,  1883.  He  also  served  as  a  volunteer  mis- 
sionary during  the  first  year  of  the  association  and  was  appointed  to  periodicals  and  Sabbath  Schools 
Committees.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Macedonia,  Gum  Orchard,  Mount  Pisgah,  Mount  Carmel  and  White 
Plains,  his  last  pastorate  in  the  association  in  1891.  His  home  address  was  Cherry  Lane,  N.C. 

G.  M.  Burcham,  fifth  Moderator,  took  over  the  helm  in  1884  and  served  for  three  years.  Listing  an  Elkin 
address,  Mr.  Burcham  was  pastor  of  Pleasant  Home  and  White  Plains  Churches  when  the  association  was 
organized.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  Committee  and  was  active  in  all  phases  of  associ- 
ational  work,  including  voluntary  and  appointed  missionary  work.  He  also  served  as  pastor  of  Shoaly 
Branch,  Cool  Springs,  Rock  Creek,  Poplar  Springs,  Roaring  Gap,  Liberty  Grove,  Mount  Pleasant.  Last 
known  pastorate  was  at  Pleasant  Home  Church  in  1915. 

W.  F.  Byrd  of  Lomax,  sixth  Moderator,  served  four  years  -  1887  through  1890.  A  native  of  Wilkes 
County,  Rev.  Byrd  was  born  in  1845,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Elizabeth  Thoronton.  He  was  married  to  Sally 
Darnell  and  they  were  the  parents  of  10  children.  He  was  a  member  of  the  presbytery  that  organized  the 
Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  in  1889.  His  pastorates  in  the  association  include  Pleasant  Home,  Gum  Orchard, 
White  Plains,  Union  Hill,  Cool  Springs,  Trap  Hill,  the  last  church  he  is  listed  as  pastor  in  1893.  He  died  in 
November  1902  and  is  buried  in  Boonville  Cemetery. 

C.  F  Fields,  seventh  Moderator,  followed  Rev.  Byrd,  and  served  five  successive  years  (detailed  infor- 
mation given). 

J,  S.  Kilby  of  Trap  Hill,  was  the  cabaple  leader  elected  as  the  eighth  Moderator,  serving  two  years  - 
1895  and  1896.  Mr.  Kilby  became  an  active  participant  in  the  Elkin  Association  when  the  newly  organized 
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Trap  Hill  church  joined.  A  dedicated  layman,  he  was  very  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and 
was  instrumental  in  helping  to  see  Trap  Hill  Institute  become  a  reality.  When  the  Stone  Mountain  Associ- 
ation was  formed,  he  became  a  "tower  of  strength"  in  that  organization  and  much  space  in  their  history 
is  devoted  to  the  accomplishments  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilby  in  the  field  of  education.  He  was  born  in  Wilkes 
County  in  December  1858  and  died  in  August  1930. 

The  leadership  of  the  association  was  once  more  assumed  by  the  capable  and  dedicated  C.  F.  Fields, 
as  ninth  Moderator,  who  continued  to  serve  a  total  of  six  years  -  ending  in  1903,  rounding  out  the  first 
quarter  century. 
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SECOND  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1904  through  1928 


Strong  and  dedicated  leadership  continued  into  the  second  quarter  century  with  W,  W.  Myers  being 
elected  tenth  Moderator  in  1904,  serving  through  1912,  a  total  of  nine  years. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  Cool  Springs,  Center,  Liberty  Grove,  Pleasant  Home,  Rock  Creek  and  Shoaly 
Branch  churches  in  addition  to  serving  many  churches  in  the  Stone  Mountain  Association.  He  was  born  in 
1851  and  died  in  June  1928,  and  was  a  member  of  Rock  Creek  Church.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
1880,  serving  for  50  years,  often  having  charge  of  four  churches.  Pleasant  Home  Church  History  reports 
"his  most  outstanding  baptismal  service  was  that  of  a  typhoid  patient  for  whom  he  and  two  other  men  built 
a  wooden  baptistry,  heated  water  and  baptized  a  man  in  a  sheet."  He  was  married  to  Mary  Jane  Johnson 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  He  gave  much  of  himself  during  his  50  years  in  the  ministry  to 
the  work  of  the  Elkin  Association. 

Succeeding  Rev.  Myers  in  1913,  was  T.  C.  DeBorde,  elected  as  the  eleventh  Moderator.  He  has  the 
distinction  of  serving  the  longest  tenure  in  office  throughout  the  entire  century  -  a  total  of  thirteen 
consecutive  years  -  through  1925. 

A  dedicated  layman,  Mr.  DeBorde  continued  to  be  active  in  all  phases  of  associational  work,  serving 
on  various  committees  after  his  many  years  as  Moderator.  His  obituary  recorded  in  the  1934  Minutes, 
reveals  that  he  was  born  in  1858  and  died  in  February  1934,  at  the  age  of  75.  He  was  married  to  Clarissa  J. 
Blackburn  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  He  joined  Roaring  River  Baptist  Church  on 
conversion  at  age  20,  later  joined  Trap  Hill,  Roaring  Gap,  and  Elkin  Valley  in  1910,  where  he  remained  an 
active  member  until  death.  He  was  a  veteran  school  teacher  in  Wilkes,  Surry  and  Yadkin  Counties  and  an 
avid  church  worker.  He  loved  to  sing,  taught  Sunday  School,  served  as  deacon,  S.  S.  Superintendent,  and  a 
Sunday  School  Class  was  named  for  him  at  Elkin  Valley  Church. 

J.  A.  Jordan,  member  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  and  an  active  participant  in  the  association  was  elected 
twelfth  Moderator,  and  served  one  year  -  1926.  A  native  of  Wilkes  County,  he  was  ordained  to  preach  at  Old 
Roaring  River  Church  and  preached  his  first  sermon  there.  He  moved  to  Indiana  in  1886,  where  his  family 
grew  up,  and  moved  back  to  Wilkes  County  in  1912,  following  his  wife's  death.  He  later  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Wilkinson  and  became  a  member  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  where  he  also  served  as  pastor.  Early  in  his 
ministry,  he  served  as  pastor  of  Mount  Carmel  Church.  He  served  Pleasant  Home  on  two  separate  tenures 
and  was  there  when  his  health  failed  and  he  retired  from  the  ministry  in  1927,  passing  to  his  reward  in 
November  of  that  year.  He  is  buried  in  Rock  Creek  Cemetery. 

Another  dedicated  layman,  M.  L.  Pettyjohn  of  Cool  Springs  Church,  was  chosen  to  be  Moderator  in 
1927,  serving  for  nine  consecutive  years.  A  native  of  Wilkes  County,  Mr.  Pettyjohn  was  a  faithful  member 
of  Cool  Springs  Church  and  reports  show  that  he  never  missed  a  meeting  of  the  association  for  54  years. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  assistant  mail  carrier  -  often  going  directly  from  his  mail  route  to  church  in  order  not 
to  miss  any  of  the  meetings.  One  son,  Eugene  Pettyjohn,  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps  in  service  at 
Cool  Springs,  serving  as  church  clerk  for  38  years  and  as  a  deacon  for  43  years.  The  senior  Pettyjohn  died 
September  2,  1963,  at  the  age  of  83.  His  son,  Eugene,  died  in  1978,  at  the  age  of  69.  His  widow  survives  and 
provided  this  information  and  old  Minutes  that  have  been  helpful. 

These  four  faithful  men  steered  the  association  through  the  second  quarter  century  which  was 
perhaps  the  most  difficult  period  in  terms  of  growth. 

The  four-day  session  that  ushered  in  the  second  quarter  century  in  1904,  was  held  at  White  Plains 
Church,  Roaring  River,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  September  29,  30,  and  October  1,  and  2. 
W.  W.  Myers  of  Round  Mountain  was  elected  Moderator  and  I.  G.  Sisk  of  Elkin  as  Clerk.  Introductory 
Sermon  was  preached  by  G.  M.  Burcham,  using  as  his  text  1st  Cor.  3:11. 
The  following  churches  were  represented: 

Poplar  Springs  64 

Roaring  Gap  37 

Rock  Creek  173 

Shoaly  Branch  98 

White  Plains  83 
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Center 

30 

Cool  Springs 

247 

Fishing  Creek 

50 

Pleasant  Hill 

83 

Pleasant  Home 

82 

Delegates  were: 

CENTER:   Pastor,  J.  N.  Barker  -  A.  C.  Phillips,  James  Holcomb,  W.  M.  McCann 

COOL  SPRINGS:   Pastor,  G.  M.  Burcham  -  E.  W^  Darnell,  W.  D.  Tucker  and  Felix  Gambill 

FISHING   CREEK:   Pastor,  W.   McNeill  -  Alexander  Miller,  Alexander  Foster  and  Sanford 

Jarvis 
PLEASANT  HILL:   Pastor,  W.  W.  Myers  -  J.  B.  Burcham,  G.  F.  Couch,  H.  Mathis  and  S.  J. 

Burcham 
PLEASANT  HOME:   Pastor,  S.  E.  Gentry  -  W.  G.  Burcham,  W.  M,  Jolly,  C.  F,  Darnell  and 

W.  M.  Gentry 
POPLAR  SPRINGS:   Pastor,  J.  N.  Barker  -  J.  F.  Burcham,  J.  A.  Chipman  and  J.  Z.  Adams 
ROARING  GAP:   Pastor,   Grant  Cothren  -  J.  R.  McCann,  R.  M.  Collms  and  J.  S.  Collins 
ROCK  CREEK:   Pastor,  A.  T.  Pardue  -  W.  M.  Alexander,  D,  F.  Sebastian  and  I.  N,  Bauguess 
SHOALY  BRANCH:   Pastor,  J.  W,  Brown  -  J,  A.  Darnell,  H.  F.  Tolbert,  G,  W.  Gilliam  and 

S.  A.  Johnson 
WHITE  PLAINS:   Pastor,  G.  M.  Burcham  -  R.  W.  S.  Pegram,  W.  F.  Alexander,  W.  F.  Byrd 

and  E.  H.  Parks 

Indicating  the  association's  efforts  to  keep  peace  and  harmony  among  the  churches,  the  following 
query  is  noted: 

From  Pleasant  Hill  Church  - 

"Can  we  as  Baptists  recognize  a  minister  of  our  association  who  publicly  declares  the 

records  of  the  association  to  be  untrue?" 

Answer:  "We,  your  committee,  submit  the  following  on  queries:  We  cannot  recognize  a 
minister  who  publicly  declares  the  records  of  the  association  to  be  untrue  and  we 
advise  the  association  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  any  such  minister," 

G.  M.  Burcham,  A.  E.  Myers,  James  Holcomb, 
J.  R.  McCann,  J.  R.  Jolly 
The  following  resolution  was  offered: 

"We,  the  Elkin  Association  now  in  session  advise  our  churches  to  go  back  to  the  old  land- 
marks and  use  stricter  discipline  than  heretofore." 
Remarks  were  made  by  R.  W.  S.  Pegram.  L.  D.  Burcham  and  W.  W,  Myers. 

A  firm  stand  on  the  temperance  issue  continued  as  noted  by  the  committee  report  submitted  by  Major 
James  H.  Foot  and  W.  F.  Byrd: 

".  .  .  We,  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution:  Resolved,  first  that  we  are  in  favor  of  the 
Constitutional  Amendment  to  abolish  the  saloon  to  be  submitted  to  the  people. 
Resolved,  second,  that  this  Association  is  in  favor  of  voting  for  good  and  sober  men  for 
office  and  who  are  opposed  to  the  liquor  traffic  irrespective  of  political  parties." 

This  session  also  marked  the  100th  celebration  of  the  White  Plains  Church  and  a  Centennial  address 
was  delivered  by  Major  J.  H.  Foot.  (From  Minutes  of  1904) 

Contributions  were  as  follows: 

For  widow  of  John  Hughes  $4.19 

Orphanage  4.41 

William  Harris  7.37  (aged  and  blind  minister) 

Minute  Fund  (churches)  7.65 
Individuals  1.80 

Pledges  from  churches  to  support  missionaries  G.  M.  Burcham  and  A.  E.  Myers  as  follows: 

Center,  Cool  Springs,  Fishing  Creek,  Poplar  Springs  and  Pleasant  Hill  -  $1.00  each.  White 
•     Plains  paid  $1.00. 

Pleasant  Home,  Rock  Creek,  Shoaly  Branch  and  individuals  G,  W.  Gilliam  and  J.  Darnal  - 
50  each. 

Associational  leaders  continued  to  support  the  various  causes  and  benevolences  that  were  stressed 
during  the  first  quarter  century,  and  fiom  time  to  time  Baptist  State  Convention  personnel  were  present 
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at  meetings  including  S^  F,  Thompson  in  1906,  Evangelist  W.  R,  Bradshaw  in  1908.  1912  and  1914:  E.  L. 
Middleton  from  the  Sunday  School  Board  m  1912,  1917  and  1924;  Dr,  K,  Thompson  in  1915.  Rev.  J.  D,  Moore 
in  1916,  A.  C.  Hamby  in  1921,  Dr.  Van  in  1924.  Prof.  G.  W.  Paschal.  Wake  Forest,  in  1925,  Rev.  Walter 
Gilmore.  Rev    K,  D.  Stukenbrok.  J.  A.  McKaughan,  in  1927,  1928,  I.  M.  Mercer  in  1928. 

Among  delegates  listed  to  the  SBC  and  BSC  during  this  quarter  century  are  J.  H.  Carter,  A.  Caudill.  J. 
Z.  Adams  and  W,  Myers  to  Baptist  State  Convention  in  1911.  J.  Z.  Adams  and  A.  Caudill  also  attended  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  the  same  year.  A.  Caudill  attended  the  BSC  in  1912.  T.  C.  DeBorde  and 
W.  M.  Sebastian  were  delegates  to  the  Baptist  State  Convention  in  1918. 

No  significant  changes  took  place  during  these  early  years  of  the  second  quarter  century  until  around 
1912,  at  which  time  associational  leaders  joined  wholeheartedly  with  Stone  Mountain,  Brushy  Mountain  and 
the  Primitive  Associations  in  embarking  on  another  educational  venture  -  Mountain  View  School.  (See 
Education). 

Failure  of  Trap  Hill  Institute  in  the  early  1900s  was  a  disappointment  that  served  as  a  catalyst  to  keep 
the  leaders  interested  in  education  to  the  point  of  soliciting  financial  aid  for  public  schools  in  order  that 
Christian  teachers  might  be  secured  and  the  Bible  still  be  taught. 

In  this  same  year  (1912)  Liberty  Grove  and  Pleasant  Home  reported  "evergreen"  Sunday  Schools. 
Seven  Sunday  Schools  were  operating  out  of  a  total  of  10  churches  from  which  45  baptisms  were  reported. 
The  committee  on  pastoral  and  church  relations  was  active  throughout  this  period  and  the  following 
is  typical  of  the  diligent  concern  of  each  committee: 

"He  (the  pastor)  should  visit  each  home  from  time  to  time,  in  reach  of  the  church  and  give 
personal  instructions  on  all  benevolent  objects  as  taught  in  God's  Word.  The  duty  of  the 
church  is  to  pay  for,  support  and  strengthen  the  pastor  in  those  efforts  for  good,  and  each 
member  should  be  present  at  all  calls  of  the  church,  and  contribute  to  Gods  treasure  as  he 
has  prospered." 
The  autonomy  of  individual  churches  was  demonstrated  by  the  association  in  dealing  with  a  problem 
concerning  Mount  Pleasant  Church  in  1912  and  1913. 

Mount  Pleasant  Church  had  two  sets  of  delegates  at  the  meeting  in  1912,  and  a  Credentials  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate.  This  committee  reported: 

"That  the  delegates  from  Mount  Pleasant  Church  in  the  persons  of  R.  J.  Carter,  J.  Q.  Adams 
and  W    A.  Hudspeth  be  seated  in  this  association,  realizing  that  both  factions  have  been 
erroneous  in  the  proceedings  but  believing  the  above  delegates  standing  nearest  right.  On 
motion  of  adoption.  Motion  lost." 
In  1913,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  this  association  now  take  the  facts  in  connection  with  the 
trouble  with  Mount  Pleasant  Church  and  decide  which  is  the  original  church  and  the  following  report 
adopted  in  regard  to  same: 

"The  Elkin  Association  can  do  no  more  than  advise,  therefore  the  action  of  the  association 
that  the  Murry  called  Conference  was  illegal,  but  the  Conference  held  at  thetime  previously 
published  was  legal,  but  since  this  association  cannot  settle  the  churches  internal  trouble  we 
advise  the  original  members  (before  the  split)  to  come  together  in  the  Christian  spirit  and 
settle  this  trouble  by  the  Scriptures,  and  all  those  that  have  joined  since  the  split  shall  have 
no  voice  but  can  legally  become  members  after  the  church  settles  her  trouble  if  they  so 
desire.  When  thus  settled  this  association  will  gladly  seat  your  delegates,  otherwise  we 
cannot." 
The  following  year  in  1914,  it  was  noted  that  "Mount  Pleasant  Church  came  again  with  a  double  dele- 
gation, but  after  some  deliberation  they  asked  each  other's  forgiveness  and  forgave  each  other,  and  agreed 
upon  a  delegation,  dropping  the  factions  to  work  together  in  fellowship,  and  were  gladly  received  upon 
their  confession." 

Interest  in  the  orphanage  continued  to  have  top  priority  to  the  extent  that  in  1913,  a  resolution  was 
made  by  the  association  "that  we  elect  delegates  to  canvass  each  church  in  this  association,  and  to  ask 
Stone  Mountain,  Brushy  Mountain,  Brier  Creek  and  Surry  Associations  to  elect  delegates  to  meet  in 
convention  to  organize  a  branch  orphanage  in  Wilkes  County,  and  to  look  out  for  a  location  for  establish- 
ment of  the  same.  . 

Apparently  this  did  not  meet  with  approval  or  it  was  too  big  an  undertaking  as  no  further  mention  is 
made  of  this  resolution. 

In  1914,  the  stand  for  prohibition  was  so  strong  that  committee  members  S.  E.  Newman  and  J.  Z. 
Adams  affirmed: 

.  .  We  don't  believe  it  will  be  more  than  20  years  from  1914.  till  if  our  children  know  any- 
thing about  strong  drinks,  we  will  have  to  tell  them  about  it,  for  we  are  moving  it  from  off  the 
face  of  God's  beautiful  world.  .  ." 
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A  separate  financial  table  was  listed  in  the  Minutes  for  the  first  time  in  1915.  Six  of  12  churches  were 
paying  pastors  regular  salaries  as  follows: 

Elkin  Valley         $20.00  Pleasant  Hill        $40.00 

Liberty  Grove      $43.70  Rock  Creek         $18.00 

Mount  Pleasant  $30.00  Shoaly  Branch    $25.00 

In  1916,  a  new  Christian  Educational  note  was  voiced  for  the  first  time  when  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Moore  from 
Baptist  Headquarters  in  Raleigh  spoke  on  BYPU,  which  he  explained  as  follows: 

"We  hope  our  churches  will  soon  become  interested  in  this  good  cause,  and  will  train  our 
young  people  for  better  service  in  Christian  work." 
This  organization  did  not  become  a  reality  in  the  churches  for  several  more  years,  however  it  was  a  part 
of  the  educational  process  of  Mountain  View  Institute  as  early  as  1915. 

Value  of  church  property  was  listed  for  the  first  time  in  the  financial  report.  Three  reported: 

Center  $400 

Elkin  Valley  $800 

Little  Elkin  $500 

In  1917,  the  four-day  sessions  were  again  shortened  to  three  days  -  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  No 

mention  is  made  as  to  why  the  change  was  made,  presumably  it  was  due  to  World  War  I,  which  was  raging  at 

that  time. 

In  1921,  all  ten  churches  in  the  association  listed  value  of  church  property,  indicating  rapid  physical 
development  and  pride  in  ownership. 

Center  $    800 

Cool  Springs         1,000 
Elkin  Valley  2,000 

Little  Elkin  1,200 

Pleasant  Hill  1,500 

Pleasant  Hill  led  in  paying  pastor's  salary  -  $150.00. 


Pleasant  Home  $2,000 
Poplar  Springs  1,000 
Rock  Creek  1,000 

Shoaly  Branch  1,000 
White  Plains  1,000 


A  new  benevolence  was  born  in  1921,  that  received  the  wholehearted  support  of  the  association  from 
the  very  beginning.  The  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  was  then  in  the  drawing  board  stage  for  which 
committee  members  J.  Z.  Adams  and  A.  C.  Hamby  appealed  for  support. 

By  1925,  a  noted  change  began  to  be  noticed  in  the  reports  signifying  better  organized  churches.  A 
record  number  -  500  Minutes  -  were  printed  which  indicated  much  interest  in  proceedings  among  individual 
churches  inasmuch  as  the  number  remained  essentially  the  same  throughout  this  entire  quarter  century. 

In  1927,  the  Minute  Fund  reached  the  all-time  high  of  $40,  and  the  clerk  was  to  have  $10  for  his 
services  -  also  a  record  high. 

The  year  1928,  half  century  mark  of  the  association,  noted  the  loss  of  two  veteran  ministers,  J.  A. 
Jordan  and  W.  W.  Myers,  both  having  served  as  Moderators  during  the  early  years  of  this  quarter  century. 
(Detailed  information  already  given.) 

It  was  also  in  this  year  marking  the  end  of  the  half  century  that  the  Cooperative  Program  was  first 
introduced  and  the  beginning  of  the  long  struggle  for  its  acceptance  among  the  churches. 

Representation  of  churches  was  from  10-12  throughout  this  twenty-five  year  period  and  changes 
noted  as  follows: 

Withdrawals 


Additions 

Elkin  Valley 

1912 

Little  Elkin 

1915 

Macedonia 

1922 

(Rejoined) 

Ronda 

1923 

(Rejoined) 

Roaring  Gap 

1907 

Union  Hill 

1907 

Fishing  Creek 

1908 

Mount  Pleasant 

1915 

Liberty  Grove 

1918 

Ronda 

1928 

(For  detailed  information  see  section  at  end  of  Church  Histories.) 

At  the  beginning  of  this  quarter  century  in  1904,  10  churches  were  represented  and  three  others  that 
had  not  withdrawn  but  not  represented  made  a  total  of  13.  There  were  four  additions  and  six  withdrawals  - 
no  net  gain.  However,  the  spirit  of  evangelism  was  strong  and  baptisms  increased  from  the  Sunday  Schools 
and  from  the  churches.  Membership  had  almost  doubled. 
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Although  growth  in  number  of  churches  was  minimal,  sessions  continued  to  be  well  attended  as 
remarks  such  as  "a  large  congregation  met'  ,  etc   were  used  throughout  the  Minutes- 

Perhaps  a  fitting  statement  to  mark  the  end  of  the  first  50  years  was  given  by  J.  F,  Jordan  in  his  "State 
of  the  Churches"  report: 

'\  ,  Every  member  has  it  in  his  power  to  exalt  his  church,  and  this  may  be  the  crucial  point 
in  his  life  as  a  follower  of  his  Lord  We  would  earnestly  recommend  that  our  church  members 
who  wish  to  take  pleasure  trips  would  include  them  in  the  programs  of  the  six  days  allotted 
to  them  and  quit  desecrating  the  Lord's  Day,  thereby  training  the  young  people  of  our 
communities  to  be  more  considerate  obeying  the  commandments  of  our  Lord  " 

The  following  table  shows  the  organizational  status  of  the  churches  at  the  half  century  mark: 
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Cool  Springs     .  , 
Elkin  Valley 

J    M    Absher,  Often    .... 
R,  E   Adams.  East  Bend 

J    M    Absher.  Often    

J   W    Bryant.  Elkin    

J   W    Bryant,  Elkin    

Grant  Cothren.  Lomax 
Richard  Day,  Benham    .. 
J    S    Elliott    Knotville    .  .  . 
Grant  Cothren,  Lomax     . 
J   S   Bryant   Roaring  Rive 

r 

6 

Little  Elkin   

Macedonia     ,  .  .  , 
Pleasant  Hill    .  ,  . 
Pleasant  Home 
Poplar  Springs   . 
Rock  Creek 

3 

1 

Shoaly  Branch   . 
White  Plains    .  . 
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THIRD  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1929  through  1953 


The  third  quarter  century  was  ushered  in  in  1929,  under  the  stable  leadership  of  M.  L.  Pettyjohn,  who 
had  served  in  this  capacity  for  the  past  two  years.  Also,  J.  W.  Cheek  of  Pleasant  Home  Church,  had  served  as 
Clerk  for  three  years.  Together,  they  continued  to  lead  the  association  through  1935,  making  a  total  of  nine 
years  for  Mr.  Pettyjohn  and  ten  consecutive  years  for  Mr.  Cheek,  who  also  served  as  Clerk  from  1939 
through  1944,  six  more  consecutive  years  -  a  total  of  16  years  and  more  than  any  other  Clerk. 

This  fifty-first  session  of  the  association  was  held  at  Little  Elkin  Baptist  Church  on  October4,  5  and  6  - 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  meeting  opened  with  the  group  singing  "Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer."  Devo- 
tional thoughts  and  Introductory  Sermon  were  given  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Absher,  using  as  his  text  John  4:34. 
Walter  M.  Gilmore,  from  Baptist  Headquarters  in  Raleigh,  was  present  and  also  Rev.  Wade  Bostick,  a  mis- 
sionary from  China,  who  preached  at  11:00  a.m.  on  Saturday. 
Churches  and  deleqates  are  as  follows: 

Center:  C.  L.  Johnson 

Cool  Springs:  J.  A.  Pettyjohn,  John  Couch 

Elkin  Valley:  H.  D.  Woodruff,  T.  C.  DeBorde 

Little  Elkin:  J.  M.  Vanhoy,  C.  M.  Laster,  Vance  Byrd 

Macedonia:  J.  N.  Burchette 

Pleasant  Hill: 
Pleasant  Home: 

Poplar  Springs:  R.  H.  Laster 

Rock  Creek: 
Shoaly  Branch: 
White  Plains: 
No  explanation   is  given  as  to  why  five  of  the  churches  had  no  representation.  However,  all  were 
included  in  the  statistical  reports  except  White  Plains.  Shoaly  Branch  reported  having  a  BYPU,  first  church 
in  the  association  to  do  so  -  enrollment  108.  Ten  reported  one  or  more  revivals  and  nine  reported  obser- 
vance of  the  Lords  Supper. 

It  must  be  noted  that  these  early  years  of  the  third  quarter  century  was  a  time  of  organizational  and 
spiritual  development  with  emphasis  on  regular  times  for  worship  services  each  month,  weekly  prayer 
service,  revivals,  Sunday  School  Teacher  Training,  promoting  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  and  Vacation 
Bible  Schools,  Biblical  Recorder  and  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Concern  for  the  "State  of  the  Churches"  was  expressed  by  committee  members  J.  A.  Darnell  and  J.  A. 
Pettyjohn: 

".  .  .  Thirty  years  ago,  the  church  was  regarded  as  a  select  body,  and  the  house  as  a  sacred 
place.  .     Today  it  is  different.  The  church  has  become  careless  and  indifferent,  inclined  to 
business  and  pleasure." 
Again  m  1930,  F.  M.  Pardue  and  T.  C.  DeBorde  give  this  lament: 

".  .  .  Our  men,  even  the  Deacons,  will  talk  business  and  politics  In  the  yard  until  service 
begins.  The  sisters  tell  yarns  and  secrets  in  the  house  until  the  choir  can't  hear  the  number  of 
the  hymn  announced  by  the  leader,  and  intermediate  and  primary  grades  of  the  Sunday 
School  talk  and  laugh  until  the  superintendent  is  compelled  to  rap  for  order  before  the 
secretary  can  read  the  minutes  of  the  day.  .  .  Let  us  work  and  pray  that  better  conditions 
may  prevail.  ' 

Temperance  continued  to  be  of  utmost  concern  as  evidenced  by  J.  N.  Burchette  and  T.  C.  DeBorde: 
"...  the  great  and  burning  question  of  today  is  the  violation  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  making,  selling,  transporting  and  drinking  of 
intoxicating   liquors.   Brethren,    let   us  fight  this  greatest  of  all  curses  to  the  finish  .  .  . 
regardless  of  party  affiliation." 

Official  representatives  from  Baptist  Headquarters  in  Raleigh,  Baptist  Hospital,  Orphanage,  Biblical 
Recorder  and  various  educational  institutions  continued  to  offer  support  with  their  presence  and  infor- 
mative advice.  Among  them  were  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins,  W.  R.  Beach,  J.  M.  Page,  N.  F.  Kesler,  R.  D.  Covington, 
Rev.  M,  C.  Alexander,  Smith  Hagaman,  Dr.  J.  C.  Pipes,  C.  0.  McKoin,  H.  G.  Early,  M.  H.  Kendall,  Arch 
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McMillan,  C.  M.  Strickland,  C.  E.  Parker,  L.  L.  Carpenter,  R.  H.  Satterfield,  Hoyt  Blackwell,  E.  L.  Spivey, 
Everette  Miller,  O.  F.  Herring,  Earl  W.  Bradley,  Claude  Galley,  Chaplain  Young,  Dr.  Zeno  Wall,  Dr.  J.  Allen 
Easley,  Dr.  Wilson  Woodcock,  Dr.  R.  K.  Redwine,  Dr.  W.  K.  McGee,  W.  D.  Reed,  Lawson  Allen,  J.  P.  Morgan 
and  Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe.  R.  M.  Haus  from  the  Allied  Church  League  was  present  on  several  occasions  and  W.  P. 
Biggerstaff  represented  this  organization  in  1953. 

Meetings  followed  the  same  general  pattern  with  little  change  during  the  first  50  years  except  for  one 
day  less  (since  1917),  until  1942,  when  notable  changes  began  to  take  place.  World  War  II  was  in  progress 
and  no  doubt  shortage  of  personnel  to  carry  on  the  work  made  it  difficult  to  have  prolonged  sessions.  In 
this  particular  year  the  session  was  shortened  to  two  days,  then  in  1943,  1944  and  1945,  sessions  were  for 
one  day  only. 

In  1945,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  association  meet  twice  yearly,  once  in  spring  and  once  in  the  fall. 
This  vote  was  unanimously  carried. 

Another  motion  was  made  that  the  association  go  back  to  a  two-day  schedule  -  referred  to  committee 
on  Time  and  Place. 

in  spite  of  the  above  motions,  sessions  continued  to  be  held  for  one  day  through  1949.  However,  in 
1950,  two-day  sessons  were  back  in  vogue  -  a  Thursday  session  begin  held  at  one  church  and  a  Friday 
session  at  another  church.  This  system  continued  through  1953,  and  into  the  last  quarter  century. 

Other  noticeable  changes  during  the  early  thirties  were  voting  to  have  the  Sunday  School  Table 
printed  in  Minutes,  appointing  women  to  the  Sunday  School  Committee  for  the  first  time,  dispensing  with 
the  obituary  committee  and  having  a  page  in  the  Minutes  dedicated  to  deceased  each  year. 

Another  significant  change  in  1931 ,  was  a  move  to  limit  number  of  delegates  from  each  church  to  three 
for  each  100  or  fractional  part  thereof. 

Christian  Education  was  still  a  high  priority  following  the  closing  of  Mountain  View  School  in  1928. 
Thus  in  1932,  committee  members  Don  W.  Cochrane  and  Coy  Durham  made  the  following  recommen- 
dation: 

".  .  .  We,  your  committee,  wish  to  stress  the  fact  that  some  form  of  devotional  exercise  to  be 
held  in  the  public  schools  each  day,  as  an  aid  to  Christian  Education.  .  ." 

Up  to  this  point  in  time  (1932)  committee  appointments  had  been  made  by  the  Moderator.  A  Nomin- 
ating Committee  was  appointed  for  the  first  time  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  chairmen  of  the  different 
associational  committees  to  write  reports  for  next  session. 

First  Nominating  Committee:  D.  E.  Hinson,  H.  F.  Tulbert,  M.  H.  Royall. 

Although  all  churches  had  listed  property  valuation  since  the  late  teens,  none  had  any  insurance  until 
1933,  at  which  time  Elkin  Valley  reported  $1,000  insurance. 

Growth  had  been  static  for  around  30  years,  but  a  turning  point  was  noted  in  the  early  30's,  and  the 
following  changes  took  place  through  the  remainder  of  the  third  quarter  century: 

Church  Additions  Withdrawals 

None 


Mount  Pleasant 

1932 

(Rejoined) 

Bessie's  Chapel 

1936 

Elkin,  East 

1937 

Elkin,  First 

1941 

(Rejoined) 

Elkin,  West 

1943 

Maple  Springs 

1945 

Oak  Grove 

1946 

Mineral  Springs 

1947 

Ronda 

1948 

(Rejoined) 

Union  Hill 

1949 

Along  with  the  addition  of  eleven  churches  during  this  quarter  century  were  enlarged  worship  facili- 
ties, development  in  Christian  organizations  and  greater  missions  awareness. 

Other  important  developments  were  full-time  status  for  five  churches  according  to  the  table  below  -  in 
the  late  40's.  East  Elkin,  Elkin  Valley,  Mineral  Springs,  Mount  Pleasant  and  Pleasant  Hill.  Elkin  First 
Baptist  was  already  full-time  when  it  joined  the  association  in  1941. 

Another  Benevolence  that  the  association  took  to  its  heart  was  Homes  for  the  Aging  -  introduced  in 
1952.  (Detailed  report  under  that  heading.) 

Three  new  associational  organizations  were  born  during  the  40's  -  the  WMU,  Sunday  School  and 
Training  Union.  (See  detailed  reports  under  these  headings.) 
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Missions   and   orphanages   continued   to   be   reported  through  the  Sunday   School   through   1937. 

Inasmuch  as  this  was  the  period  of  greatest  growth  in  building  and  enlarging  church  structures,  the 
following  table  from  1947  reveals  that  ten  churches  have  been  involved  in  remodeling  or  building,  Ronda 
and  Union  Hill  |oined  after  this  date  and  are  not  included  in  the  table.  (Later  tables  during  the  remainder 
of  this  quarter  l  entury  do  not  give  property  valuation.) 


TABLE  1:  CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP 


G 

ains 

Ll 

sses 

TOTAL 

>- 

QJ 
Q. 

CHURCHES 

> 

6 
o 

c 
o 

o 

T3 
C 

o 

PASTORS  AND  ADDRESS 

c 

QJ 
0) 

5 

o 

QJ 

Q 

£ 

Q. 

0^ 
CD 

TO 
< 

6 

O 

m 

-C 

o 

B 

c 

c: 

c 

9- 

£ 

n 
E 

C' 

d. 
c 

2 

1 
c 

r 

en 
c 

a 

> 

O 

£ 
z 

5    Q. 

§1 

~  o 

I  e 

a  oj 
ltq; 

E 
o 
I 

o 

a 

o 

> 

O 

jr 

u 
.c 
O 

< 

o 

QJ 

> 

O 
h- 

Bessie's  Chapel 

OC 

1935 

L    M    Cook    Elkin 

3rd  Sunday 

1 

2 

3  500  00 

Center 

OC 

1839 

Grover  Tilley,  Elkin 

3rd  Sunday 

6 

Jr* 

^? 

2 

47  00 

1  200  00 

Cool  Springs 

OC 

1805 

David  W   Day   Elkin 

2nd  Sunday 

12 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

253 

25  J 

yes 

2 

1  800  00 

5  000  00 

EasI  Elkin 

T 

1921 

J    L    Powers    Elkin 

Full 

6 

8 

2 

5 

4 

65 

183 

248 

yes 

2 

4  000  00 

Elkin  First 

T 

1889 

Howard  J   Ford   Elkin 

Full 

14 

29 

2 

22 

3 

1 

594 

594 

yes 

2 

1  424  62 

6  500  00 

81  500  00 

Elkin  Valley 

V 

1914 

J    C    Gwallney    Elkin 

Full 

17 

8 

1 1 

2 

462 

462 

yes 

2 

12.500  00 

15  000  00 

Liltle  Elkin 

OC 

1905 

Roy  Franklin    Hayes       , 

4th  Sunday 

4 

6 

1 

4 

1  16 

91 

207 

no 

1 

2  000  00 

Macedonia 

OC 

1876 

Lloyd  Pardue  Elkin 

1  and  3 

9 

3 

3 

2 

169 

55 

224 

yes 

1 

3  965  00 

Maple  Springs 

OC 

1943 

John  Luftman   Ronda 

2nd  Sunday 

2 

4 

45 

45 

yes 

2 

153  97 

3  000  00 

Mineral  Springs 

V 

1940 

Clifford  Vestal  Jonesville    

Full 

12 

8 

1 

90 

90 

yes 

2 

3  000  00 

8  000  00 

Mt    Pleasant 

V 

1897 

J    D   WyatI   Stale  Road 

Full 

8 

7 

1  1 

100 

Q'=. 

195 

yes 

2 

150  00 

5  000  00 

Oak  Grove     ,    , 

OC 

1946 

Gilbert  Osborne    N   Wilkesboro 

1  and  3 

1 

33 

33 

no 

1 

643  53 

2  500  00 

Pleasant  Htll 

V 

1897 

David  W    Day    Elkin 

Full 

25 

6 

s 

1 

542 

50 

592 

yes 

3 

1  11  00 

60  000  00 

Pleasant  Home 

OC 

1878 

Marvin  Burcharn   Ronda 

4th  Sunday 

8 

h 

J 

218 

218 

no 

1 

2  300  00 

Poplar  Springs 

OC 

1885 

C    W    Sirnmons    Jonesville 

1  and  3 

4 

4 

1 

157 

54 

21 1 

yes 

1 

5  000  00 

Rock  Creek 

OC 

1849 

Glenn  Huffman    N   Wilkesboro 

2nd  Sunday 

13 

1 

210 

159 

369 

yes 

1 

665  00 

4  525  00 

Srroaly  Brancti    . 

OC 

1884 

J    E   Hayes,  N   Wilkesboro 

3rd  Sunday 

6 

85 

33 

118 

no 

1 

1  100  00 

West  Elkin 

T 

1940 

Grover  Tilley    Elkin 

2  and  4 

7 

60 

19 

79 

no 

4  000  GO 

White  Plains 

OC 

1860 

R   A   Call    N   Wilkesboro 

1  and  3 

6 

4 

1 

150 

40 

190 

no 

1 

50  00 

1  500  00 

TOT* 

LS 

146 

104 

12 

93 

26 

4 

3  448 

782 

4  230 

29 

8045  12 

19  000  00 

213  090  00 

As  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this  third  quarter  century,  M.  L.  Pettyjohn  was  Moderator.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  David  W.  Day  in  1936.  Rev.  Day  served  in  a  capable  manner  for  four  years  -  through  1939.  Born 
in  Wilkes  County  in  1899.  he  devoted  a  good  portion  of  his  life  to  the  ministry,  serving  as  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  for  14  consecutive  years  and  where  he  was  pastor  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1953.  A  former 
employee  of  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company,  Rev.  Day  was  also  pastor  of  churches  in  Iredell  County 
and  served  a  mission  church  as  far  away  as  Sanford  -  driving  there  on  weekends  to  conduct  services.  His 
wife,  Cora  Day  Yarborough,  one  daughter.  Mrs  Russel  Casey,  three  grandchildren  and  two  great-grand- 
children survive.  The  1954  Minutes  report  that  "tribute  was  paid  to  the  late  David  W.  Day  .  .  .  for  his  work  in 
the  association'  '. 

E.  M.  Eldridge  was  chosen  Moderator  in  1940  and  served  for  a  total  of  six  years  -  through  the  turbulent 
war  years  -  1945.  A  former  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  employee,  he  served  as  pastor  of  churches 
chiefly  in  other  associations,  but  was  a  very  active  participant  in  the  Elkin  Association.  Mrs.  Irene  Judd,  a 
daughter,  survives   He  died  m  1964  at  the  age  of  76. 

Among  dedicated  laymen  who  have  labored  to  keep  the  association  growing  was  Earl  C.  James, 
Moderator  in  1946  and  1947.  A  successful  Elkin  Attorney,  Mr.  James,  always  found  time  to  devote  to  the 
on-going  of  God's  Kingdom  through  his  excellent  Bible  teaching  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  which  was  broadcast 
over  WIFM  for  many  years.  A  Sunday  School  Class  bears  his  name. 

The  beloved  and  venerable  Jesse  L.  Powers  took  office  as  Moderator  in  1948  and  continued  to  serve 
through  1951  -  four  years.  Although  not  a  native  of  Elkin,  Rev.  Powers  spent  the  greatest  portion  of  his  adult 
life  in  the  area  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  former  Elkin  Cotton  Mill  and 
continued  with  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  until  his  retirement,  serving  as  Chaplain  there  in 
addition  to  being  pastor  of  numerous  churches  in  the  association  and  outside.  His  longest  pastorate  was 
from  1950  through  1964  at  West  Elkin.  His  five  children  survive,  four  in  Elkin  and  one  in  Winston-Salem, 
also  nine  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchildren.  He  died  in  February  1970,  and  a  picture  In  the 
Minutes  for  that  year  is  dedicated  to  his  memory. 
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Probably  the  first  Seminary  trained  minister  to  become  Moderator  was  the  Rev.  Howard  J.  Ford,  who 
took  office  in  1952  -  serving  through  1955  -  four  years.  Mr.  Ford  served  as  pastor  of  Ell<in  First  Baptist  for 
17  years  -  the  longest  pastorate  in  the  history  of  the  church  -  guiding  it  through  the  tremendous  building 
program  and  organizational  development  in  the  new  structure.  Mrs.  Ford,  a  music  major,  was  a  great  asset 
to  the  music  program  of  the  church.  Elkin  First  Baptist  and  the  association  lost  a  great  leader  but  gave  him 
up  with  great  pride  to  Convention  level  work  as  Director  of  State  Missions  until  his  retirement  from  that 
post  in  December  1978.  He  has  brought  inspiring  messages  on  numerous  occasions  since  leaving  Elkin. 

Thus,  two  laymen  and  three  ministers  guided  the  association  through  the  third  quarter  century  ending 
in  1953. 
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FOURTH  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1954  through  1978 


The  last  quarter  century  was  ushered  in  under  the  continuing  leadership  of  Howard  Ford,  his  third 
year  as  Moderator.  This  seventy-sixth  session  was  held  at  Poplar  Springs  and  Little  Elkin  Churches.  The 
Thursday  session  opened  with  the  singing  of  "Amazing  Grace",  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Howard  Ford. 
Devotional  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Woodrow  Wishon.  Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe  from  the  Department  of  Evan- 
gelism was  present  and  spoke  to  the  report  on  Evangelism.  Mrs.  Sadie  Shoaf,  Home  Missionary  on  furlough 
due  to  ill  health  and  working  in  summer  assemblies,  told  of  need  for  workers  at  Ridgecrest  and  Caswell. 
L.  L.  Carpenter  represented  the  Biblical  Recorder;  James  Morgan,  State  Training  Union  Department; 
Lawson  Allen,  Baptist  Colleges;  and  W    P.  Biggerstaff,  Allied  Church  League. 

Rev.  Ben  Fisher  of  Southeastern  Seminary  brought  the  associational  sermon  using  as  his  topic  "A 
Transformed  Church". 

13  churches  out  ot  21  reported  Training  Unions 
10  churches  out  of  21  reported  WMU 
3  churches  out  of  21  gave  to  Associational  Missions 
20  churches  out  of  21  were  represented 

Churches  and  delegates  were  as  follows: 

BESSIES  CHAPEL— A.   C,   Wall,   Mrs.   Loree  Southard,  Mrs.   Fairy  Southard,  C.   B.   Key. 

Alternates:  K.  W.  Steele,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Key,  Gaither  Wall,  B.  T,  Southard. 
CENTER- 
COOL  SPRINGS— Gene  Pettyjohn,  Mrs.  Paul  Newman,  M.  L.  Pettyjohn.  Alternates:  Glenn 

Bowers,  Oren  Holbrook,  Paul  Walker. 
EAST  ELKIN— Mrs.  John  Williams,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Eldridge,  Mrs.  Tommy  Collins,  Tommy  Collins. 

Alternates:  Jones  Waggoner,  Richard  Walters,  Harden  Adams, 
ELKIN  FIRST— Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  L.  F.  Walker,  Virginia  Dare  Teague.  Alternates:  Rev,  and 

Mrs,  Howard  J,  Ford,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Nichols. 
ELKIN  VALLEY— Mrs.  Robert  Transou  Mrs.  Roy  Collins,  Mrs.  Brady  Settle,  Lester  Cass. 

Alternates:  Carl  Harpe,  Lee  Roy  Hayes,  Mrs,  W,  C.  Guth.  Blanche  Harmon, 
LITTLE  ELKIN— John  Love,  J.  T.  Byrd,  Claude  E.  Key,  Alternates:  Mrs,  Collie  Laster,  Mrs. 

R.  E.  Key,  Mrs,  John  Love, 
MACEDONIA— Ralph  Tharpe,  Howard  Key,  Ernest  Edwards.  Alternates:  Charlie  Byrd,  Roy 

Felts,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Edwards. 
MAPLE  SPRINGS— Ralph  Pardue,  Fred  Harris,  Luther  Holbrook.  Alternates:  Francis  Pardue, 

Esther  Holbrook,  Fannie  Laffoon. 
MINERAL  SPRINGS— Clyde  Brown,  Alvis  Swaim,  Jake  Teague,  C.  C.  Shore.  Alternates: 

Mrs.    Linda   Underwood,   Mrs.   Helen  Wiles,   Mrs.   Willie  Bell   Boles,   Mrs.   Rosie  Lee 

Poindexter. 
MT.  PLEASANT— Walter  F.  Carter,  Mrs.  James  Irvin,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Kimberlin,  Paul  Cochrane. 

Alternates:  Mrs.  George  Willey,  Mrs.  Martha  Gentry,  R.  J.  Carter,  Gene  Hemric. 
OAK  GROVE— Troy  Felts,  O.  C.  Bauguess,  Ernest  Elmore,  G.  C.  Tharpe,  Alternates:  E.  L. 

Caudill,  Rev.  R,  A,  Call,  W.  J,  Watts, 
PLEASANT  HILL— Charlie  Couch,  Phillip  Ray,  Paul  Cooper,  Von  Byrd,  Joe  Cockerham. 

Alternates:  Everette  Darnell,  Evie  Yarboro,  Mrs.  Claude  Newman,  Mrs.  Russell  Tran- 
sou, Mrs,  Marcus  Myers, 
PLEASANT  HOME— John  Q,   Burcham,  Quentin  Jordan,  Basil  Edwards.  Alternates:  J.  W. 

Cheek,  W,  W,  Gentry,  Lester  Cockerham, 
POPLAR  SPRINGS— S,  B,  Mooney,  R,  W,  Gentry.  Posey  Steele,  Alternates:  R.  C.  Newman, 

Mrs   Kate  Hinson,  Mrs.  Navassa  Mooney. 
ROCK  CREEK— Mrs.  Lee  Roy  Porter,  Mrs.  Lester  Johnson,  John  Whitley.  Alternates:  Bobby 

Wood,  Arthur  Sebastian,  Sam  Sebastian, 
RONDA  — Mrs,   Richard  Martin,  E.  D,  Byrd,  L,  H,  Petree,  Alternates:  Mrs,  Glenn  Golliher, 

Robert  Parks.  Mrs,  R,  R,  Crater, 
SHOALY  BRANCH— O.  H.  Gentry,  Mrs.  Robert  Spencer,  M.  E.  Broyhill.  Alternates:  Robert 

Spencer,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Broyhill,  Mrs.  Lionel  Spencer,  W.  L.  Draughn. 
UNION   HILL— Mrs.   Myrtle  Brooks,  A.  J.   Brooks,   Mrs.   Erma  Esaacs,  Mrs.  Alice  Money. 
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WEST  ELKIN^W   M   Snow,  Ralph  Cockerham,  R.  C,  Durham.  Ed  Murphy,  Hasten  Laffoon. 

Alternates:   Mrs    W    M.   Snow,   Mrs.   Ralph  Cockerham,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Durham,  Mrs.  Ed 

Murphy,  Mont  Transou, 
WHITE  PLAINS— Paul  Byrd,  B.  E.  Blackburn,  Will  Jolly,  Mrs.  Will  Jolly.  Alternates:  Mrs.  Rom 

Wood.  Jay  Anthony,  Mrs.  Jay  Anthony. 

The  Minutes  were  becoming  so  complex  that  the  addition  of  an  Index  in  1954  proved  to  be  an  infor- 
mative guide  to  Committee  Reports  which  included  the  following  the  last  quarter  century: 

Allied  Church  League  Ordination 

American  Bible  Society  Orphanage  (Baptist  Children's  Homes) 

Arrangements  Pastoral  &  Church  Relations 

Associational  Missionary  Reception  of  new  church  members 

Audio  &  Visual  Aids  Relief  and  Annuity 

Baptist  Foundation  Religious  Exercises 

Biblical  Recorder  Resolutions 

Brotherhood  Seminary  Extension 

Christian  Education  Sunday  School 

Cooperative  Program  Temperance 

Evangelism  Time,  Place  and  Preacher 

Executive  Committee  Training  Union 

General  Board  Treasurer 

Homes  for  Aging  Woman's  Missionary  Union 

Hospital  World  Missions 

Libraries  (TACLO) 

Music 

Nominating  Committee 
There  are  a  few  changes  from  time  to  time,  but  the  above  is  sufficient  to  provide  an  overall  picture  of 
associational  involvement. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  a  more  involved  organization,  a  committee  was  appointed  in  1955,  to  revise  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws.  Committee  members  Rev.  N.  C.  Teague,  Rev.  W.  R.  Kimberlin,  Rev.  Howard 
Ford  and  Dr.  M  O.  Fox  presented  their  revised  version  at  the  78th  Annual  Session  in  1956,  at  East  Elkin 
Baptist  Church,  which  was  approved  and  printed  in  the  Minutes  for  that  year  as  follows: 


CONSTITUTION 

1.  This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  It  shall  be  com- 
posed of  the  officers  of  the  association;  messengers  chosen  by  the  churches,  each  church 
being  entitled  to  five  messengers;  and  all  pastors  of  churches  of  the  association. 

2  The  object  of  this  association  shall  be  the  promotion  of  Christ's  Kingdom  through- 
out the  world  through  the  development  of  our  local  churches  and  through  co-operation 
with  our  State  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention  programs. 

3  The  messengers  of  the  churches  shall  be  responsible  for  bringing  letters  of  infor- 
mation from  their  churches  to  the  association. 

4  This  association  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  body 
may  designate,  the  associational  year  shall  be  from  September  1  to  August  31. 

5  The  association  shall  elect  annually  such  officers  as  are  deemed  necessary  for 
the  proper  functioning  of  the  association.  Any  person  serving  or  having  served  2  full  annual 
terms  as  moderator  shall  be  ineligible  for  re-election  until  a  year  has  elapsed. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  moderator  to  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  association 
and  to  appoint  a  nominating  committee  previous  to  each  session  of  the  association. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  keep  a  faithful  and  correct  record  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  session  of  the  association  and  to  have  the  same  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  churches  of  the  association  At  the  discretion  of  the  clerk  a  registrar  may  be  appointed 
to  register  messengers  and  visitors  to  sessions  of  the  association. 

8  The  association  shall  have  a  fund  for  the  printing  of  and  distribution  of  minutes, 
provided  by  voluntary  contribution  from  the  churches. 
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9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  all  the  funds 
collected  and  distributed.  He  may  be  called  upon  to  report  to  the  Executive  Committee 
quarterly  and  shall  report  to  the  association  annually. 

10.  There  shall  be  elected  annually  a  program  committee  consisting  of  five  members; 
three  of  whom  shall  be  suggested  by  the  association  nominating  committee  and  the  other 
two  shall  be  moderator  and  clerk  of  the  association. 

1 1 .  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  association  and 
4  others  nominated  by  the  associational  nominating  committee.  This  committee  shall  direct 
the  work  of  the  association  between  sessions,  including  finances,  associational  mission 
work,  etc.  This  committee,  with  all  pastors  in  the  association,  Associational  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Associational  Training  Union  Director,  Associational  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  Superintendent,  Associational  Brotherhood  President,  Associational  Music  Director, 
and  Associational  Chairman  of  Evangelism,  shall  work  together  in  the  promotion  of  the  local 
and  mission  work  of  the  association. 

12.  The  association  shall  have  no  power  to  exercise  lordship  over  God's  heritage,  but 
shall  only  be  considered  as  an  advisory  body  in  all  matters  respecting  the  churches. 

13.  The  Association  may  withdraw  fellowship  from  any  church  that  fails  to  keep  the 
spirit  of  this  constitution  and  the  rules  of  order. 

14.  The  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  annual  session,  provided  that 
such  amendment  is  presented  in  writing  on  the  first  day  of  the  association  and  voted  on  and 
passed  favorably  the  second  day  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  messengers. 

RULES  OF  ORDER 

1.  Each  session  of  the  association  shall  be  opened  with  a  devotional  period  and 
closed  by  prayer. 

2.  The  moderator  shall  recognize  the  messengers  from  the  churches  of  the  associ- 
ation. 

3.  The  moderator  shall  recognize  the  visitors  to  the  association. 

4.  All  messengers  shall  address  each  brother  and  sister  courteously  and  in  the  spirit 
of  Christ. 

5.  The  business  of  the  association  shall  be  conducted  according  to  regular  par- 
liamentary procedure. 

All  the  programs  supported  by  the  association  came  to  full  fruition  in  the  early  years  of  this  quarter 
century.  Emphasis  was  on  Evangelism  -  climaxed  by  Simultaneous  Crusade  in  April  of  1955,  1958,  Baptist 
Jubilee  Revivals  1962  and  1964,  Crusade  of  the  Americas  in  1969,  participation  in  Youth  and  Adult  State 
Evangelism  Conferences  annually  and  the  establishing  of  Lay  Evangelism  Clinics  in  the  association.  The 
Sunday  School,  WMU,  and  Training  Union,  which  were  already  established,  experienced  their  greatest 
growth  during  the  late  50's  and  into  the  mid  60's.  Churches  reached  100%  in  their  support  of  the  Baptist 
Hospital  and  Orphanage. 

The  Biblical  Recorder  was  cited  for  carrying  the  Baptist  purpose  for  121  years  and  churches  were 
urged  to  support  a  "Club  Plan  " 

Changes  in  laws  regarding  Social  Security  in  1956,  prompted  stronger  promotion  of  the  Relief  and 
Annuity  Plan  for  retired  or  disabled  ministers  and  other  church  or  institutional  personnel.  (See  Special 
Section  on  Relief  and  Annuity.) 

The  association  continued  to  support  the  American  Bible  Society  which  was  commended  often  for  its 
wide  distribution  of  God's  Word  in  all  languages. 

A  special  offering  day  was  set  aside  for  the  support  of  Homes  for  the  Aging  in  addition  to  provisions  for 
wills  of  property  to  homes. 

In  addition  to  a  revised  Constitution  in  1956,  all  churches  reported  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and 
Rev.  Tommy  Johnson  was  called  as  the  first  full-time  missionary.  (Associational  Missions  gives  changes 
and  progress  in  this  area.) 

The  era  of  Radio  and  Visual  Education  was  ushered  in  with  this  quarter  century  -  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon 
appointed  as  the  first  representative  in  this  department. 

Near  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  century  a  change  in  the  pattern  of  pastoral  service  was  emerging.  For 
65-70  years,  ministers  were  usually  local  men  who  had  been  self-taught,  pastored  two  or  more  churches  at 
one  time  and  earned  a  living  by  whatever  means  available.  It  was  in  the  late  40's  that  Seminary  trained 
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ministers  began  to  appear  in  the  Elkin  area  in  churches  that  had  full-time  service.  After  the  War,  rapid 
changes  were  taking  place  in  the  educational  field  and  the  need  for  better  educated  ministers  was  reflected 
in  all  areas  of  church  work.  Seminary  trained  ministers  served  only  the  churches  to  which  they  were  called 
in  contrast  to  those  in  earlier  years  who  spent  their  entire  ministry  in  the  area  -  some  serving  practically  all 
the  churches  at  one  time  or  another. 

Area  young  men  started  answering  the  call  for  a  better  educated  ministry  in  the  early  50's  and  the 
following  names  along  with  schools  they  attended  are  listed  in  the  Minutes  from  1953  through  1958: 


David  Lee  Fletcher 
Tommy  Johnson 
Carl  Harpe 
Tommy  Johnson 
Ned  Teague 
Tommy  Johnson 
Paul  F.  Couch 
Ted  Macemore 
Charles  Freeman 
W.  R.  Kimberlin 
Ned  Teague 
Von  Byrd 


Southwestern  Seminary 
Piedmont  Bible  Institute 
Piedmont  Bible  Institute 
Gardner-Webb 
Wake  Forest 
Mitchell  College 
Campbell  College 
Piedmont  Bible  College 
Seminary  Extension,  Mount  Airy 
Seminary  Extension,  Mount  Airy 
New  Orleans  Bible  School 


There  are  no  further  listing  of  Ministerial  students,  but  this  number  over  this  short  period  of  time 
indicates  the  response  to  area  needs. 

An  ordination  Committee  was  appointed  for  the  first  time  in  1957.  This  need  probably  stemmed  from 
so  many  young  men  entering  the  Ministry.  The  first  ordination  Committee  was  composed  of  the  following: 
Howard  J.  Ford  George  Hankins  J.  L.  Powers 

N.  C.  Teague  W.  C.  Guth 

George  Walters  Tommy  Johnson 


Ministers  ordained  and  licensed  from 
that  date): 

Earl  Konkle 
David  Lee  Fletcher 
T   G.  Gambill 
Clarence  Settle 
Ralph  Pardue 
Leroy  Luffman 
Tommy  Johnson 
Joel  Johnson 
Grover  C.  Tharpe 
Ned  Teague 
Ralph  J.  Stanley 
Tommie  Collins 
Hugh  Finney 
Glenn  Dobbins 
John  Love 
Paul  F.  Couch 
Philemon  Cheeks 
David  Turner 
Herbert  L.  Caudle 
Charles  Dean  Edwards 
Kenneth  Jordan 
Dale  Baldwin 
H    A.  Frye 
Lanny  Johnson 
J.  T.  Pardue 
Clyde  Hawkins 
Lance  Burcham 
J.  T.  Blevins 
Ray  Waddell 


the  Elkin  Association  from  1953  through  1975  (no  listings  after 


Elkin 

1953 

Elkin 

1953 

Elkin 

1953 

Ronda 

1954 

State  Road 

1954 

Elkin 

1954 

Elkin 

1955 

Elkin 

1956 

N.  Wilkesboro 

1956 

Elkin 

1956 

Elkin 

1956 

Elkin 

1957 

Winston-Salem 

1957 

Elkin 

1958 

Jonesville 

1958 

Elkin 

1958 

Roaring  River 

1959 

State  Road 

(Li 

icensed) 

1959 

Elkin 

(Li 

censed) 

1959 

Elkin 

1960 

Roaring  River 

1960 

Elkin 

(Li 

icensed) 

1962 

Elkin 

1962 

Elkin 

1963 

Elkin 

,     (Li 

icensed) 

1964 

Elkin 

(Li 

icensed) 

1964 

State  Road 

(L 

icensed) 

1964 

Elkin 

(Li 

icensed) 

1965 

Winston-Salem 

(L 

icensed) 

1965 
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Clyde  Hawkins 

Elkin 

1965 

Henry  F.  Wall 

Elkin 

(Licensed) 

1966 

Charles  Ronald  Settle 

Elkin 

(Licensed) 

1966 

James  Edward  Parker 

Ronda 

(Licensed) 

1966 

Flay  S.  Price 

Elkin 

1966 

Troy  Harmon 

Elkin 

(Licensed) 

1967 

William  Pardue 

Elkin 

1967 

David  R.  Waddell 

Jonesville 

1967 

Ted  Macemore 

Jonesville 

1967 

Ricky  Cockerham 

Elkin 

(Licensed) 

1968 

H.  Lee  Webb 

Elkin 

1968 

Troy  Harmon 

Elkin 

1968 

J.  T.  Blevins 

Jonesville 

1968 

(None  listed 

in  1969,  1970,  1971, 

and  1972) 

Ricky  Cockerham 

Elkin 

1973 

Eddie  Day 

Elkin 

1973 

Ronnie  Cockerham 

Elkin 

1973 

Barry  L.  Tharpe 

Elkin 

1973 

Gary  Byrd 

Elkin 

1975 

John  A.  Foster 

Roaring  River 

1975 

(No  further  listings  through  1978) 


The  following  names  were  obtained  from  other  sources  than  Minutes: 
Greg  Stanley  Pleasant  Hill 

Phil  Swanson  Pleasant  Hill 

Larry  Turner  Mount  Pleasant 


1971 
1972 
1976 


Winds  of  change  were  once  more  blowing  in  1957  as  "a  recommendation  was  presented  that  a  study 
be  made  for  a  period  of  one  year  concerning  plans  for  a  night  session.  .  ."  As  a  result  a  night  session  was 
held  at  Elkin  Valley  Church  -  a  third  session  -  in  1960,  for  the  first  time,  with  sessions  beginning  on  the  first 
day  at  9:30  a.m.,  and  the  next  day  at  4:30  p.m.  This  schedule  continued  through  1966,  at  which  time  a  spring 
and  fall  session  was  felt  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  association  -  one  day  each,  beginning  at  4:30  p.m.,  the 
host  church  serving  an  evening  meal  followed  by  a  night  session.  This  schedule  continues  to  be  in  effect 
in  1978. 

Other  areas  of  development  and  change  in  chronological  order  include  Associational  Brotherhood 
and  Music  organizations  during  the  latter  50's. 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions  were  consolidated  into  World  Missions  Awareness  in  1961,  signifying  the 
association's  sensitivity  to  the  needs  of  the  entire  world. 

The  Baptist  Foundation  was  introduced  to  the  association  by  C.  Gordon  Maddrey,  Executive  Sec- 
retary, in  1964,  wherein  provisions  are  made  for  living  trusts,  gift  annuities  and  bequests  in  wills  to  various 
Baptist  causes.  The  association  has  supported  this  venture  in  subsequent  years. 

A  more  complex  organizational  structure  brought  about  the  necessity  for  change  in  Article  11  of  the 
Constitution  as  follows  in  1966: 

"The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  the  officers  of  the  association,  the  pastors 
of  the  churches,  and  one  layman  from  each  church.  Each  layman  shall  be  elected  by  his 
respective  church  prior  to  the  annual  session,  and  his  name  shall  be  reported  on  the  church 
letter  to  the  association.  ~^ 

"The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  quarterly  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
association,  between  sessions. 

"Within  the  Executive  Committee,  there  shall  be  a  Steering  Committee,  composed  of  the 
Moderator,  Clerk,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director,  Brotherhood 
President,  WMU  President,  Music  Director,  Chairman  of  Evangelism  and  two  pastors.  This 
committee  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  shall  meet  month- 
ly with  the  Associational  Missionary  to  plan  and  promote  the  work  of  the  association." 
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Once  again  the  need  for  change  was  noted  in  1968,  as  "A  motion  was  made  by  Rev.  Robert  Tenery  and 
seconded  by  Rev.  Parker  McLendon  that  the  Constitution  be  revised  The  Moderator  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing on  this  committee:  Flay  Price,  Paul  Cochrane,  L.  E.  Myers,  Mrs  John  Francis  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Pardue." 

A  motion  was  also  made  at  this  meeting  that  "we  have  one  associational  message  at  the  Sprmg  session 
only," 

The  revised  Constitution  and  Rules  of  Order  were  presented  to  the  association  in  1969,  and  printed  in 
the  Minutes  of  that  year. 

Constitution 

PREAMBLE 

As  Baptists,  we  believe  that  the  New  Testament  records  the  cooperative  efforts  of  in- 
dividual Christians  and  churches  in  the  first  century  to  express  their  unity  in  Christ  and  to 
bear  witness  to  His  Lordship;  therefore,  contemporary  New  Testament  churches  composed 
of  individuals  who  have  entered  into  covenant  can  voluntarily  relate  themselves  to  each 
other  through  an  Association  as  one  way  to  express  their  covenant  relationship  as  the 
people  of  God,  and  to  advance  the  work  of  His  Kingdom  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  to  do  together  those  things  that  the  churches  themselves  cannot  do  well 
separately. 

ARTICLE  I  -  NAME 

This  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 

ARTICLE  II  -  PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  promotion  of  Christ's  Kingdom  throughout 
the  world  through  the  development  of  our  local  churches  and  through  cooperation  with  our 
State  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention  programs. 

ARTICLE  III  -  COVENANT 

Being  led,  as  we  believe,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enter  into  covenant  as  an  Association  of 
churches,  we  join  ourselves  together  through  this  larger  fellowship; 

To  watch  over  one  another  in  love  and  to  nurture  the  spiritual  welfare  and  fellowship  of 
all  the  churches  in  the  Association; 

To  provide  a  forum  for  the  consideration  of  our  Christian  faith  and  the  evaluation  of 
those  points  of  doctrine  and  policy  which  affect  our  life  together; 

To  assist  the  churches  in  planning,  conducting,  evaluating,  and  improving  their 
programs  of  work  designed  to  reach  their  objectives; 

To  carry  out  the  Great  Commission  of  our  Lord  both  within  and  beyond  the  bounds  of 
our  Association;  and 

To  facilitate  the  exchange  of  information  and  assistance  between  the  covenanting 
churches,  and  the  State  and  Southern  Baptist  Conventions  and  their  agencies,  and  to  main- 
tain interaction  with  community  agencies,  and  other  Christian  bodies. 

ARTICLE  IV  -  STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

The  statement  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  as  adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  May  9,  1963,  shall  be  accepted  as  setting  forth  the  essential  teachings  which  we 
believe  and  propogate. 

Copies  of  this  statement  shall  be  available  to  any  person,  at  any  time,  in  the  Associ- 
ational Office. 


AHIIULt    V    -    MLMbbMbMIK 

The  Elkin  Baptist  Association  shall  consist  of  Baptist  Churches  which  freely  enter  into 
;ovenant  relationship  with  one  another  under  the  Lordship  of  Christ,  which  affirm  a  com- 
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mon  confession  of  faith,  which  subscribe  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  governing  the 
Associations  life  and  function,  and  which  share  in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  through 
the  Association. 

Membership  in  the  Association  may  be  terminated  at  the  initiation  of  the  church  or  of 
the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VI  -  MEETINGS 

This  Association  shall  hold  two  meetings  annually,  one  in  the  spring  and  one  in  the  fall, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  body  may  designate. 

The  Associational  year  shall  be  from  September  1  to  August  31. 

ARTICLE  VII  -  REPRESENTATION 

Representation  at  meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  by  the  pastor  and  four  other 
messengers  from  each  church  having  up  to  300  resident  members;  thereafter,  one  additional 
messenger  for  every  100  resident  members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

The  messengers  elected  by  the  churches  (preferably  at  the  time  other  officers  and 
teachers  are  elected  for  the  church  year)  shall  serve  for  the  Associational  year  in  which  they 
are  elected.  One  of  the  elected  messengers  shall  be  designated  as  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

ARTICLE  VIII  -  OFFICERS 

Section  1.  List  of  Officers:  This  Association  shall  elect  annually  a  Moderator,  Vice- 
Moderator,  Clerk-Treasurer,  and  other  officers  that  are  deemed  necessary  for  the  proper 
functions  of  this  body. 

All  Associational  Officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  fall  session,  except  the  organizational 
Directors,  who  shall  be  elected  at  the  spring  session. 

Section  2.  Duties  of  Officers: 

Sub-section  A.  Moderator:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Moderator  to  preside  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Association  and  meetings  of  the  Executive  and  Steering  committees.  The  Moder- 
ator shall  assist  the  Associational  Missionary  and  other  officers  in  their  respective  duties. 

Sub-section  B.  Vice  Moderator:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice  Moderator  to  preside  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Association  in  the  absence  of  the  Moderator. 

The  Vice  Moderator  shall  serve  as  chairman  of  the  Program  committee. 

Sub-section  C.  Clerk-Treasurer:  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  keep  a  faithful  and 
correct  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  each  session  of  the  Association  and  to  have  the  same 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  churches  of  the  Association  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Clerk  shall  appoint  a  registrar  to  register  visitors  and  messengers  to  sessions  of  the 
Association. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  all  the  funds  collected 
and  distributed.  The  Treasurer  may  be  called  upon  to  report  to  the  Executive  committee 
quarterly  and  shall  report  to  the  Association  annually. 

ARTICLE  IX  -  COMMITTEES 

The  Association  shall  have  such  committees  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  carry  on 
its  work  effectively  and  efficiently. 

In  addition  to  the  following  standing  committees,  the  Association  shall  authorize  such 
special  committees  as  it  needs  for  specific  duties  not  assigned  to  a  standing  committee. 

Section  1.  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  the  Officers  of  the  Association,  the 
pastors  of  the  churches,  and  one  layman  from  each  church.  This  committee  shall  meet  mid- 
way between  sessions  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Association.  Other  meetings  may  be 
called  at  the  discretion  of  the  Moderator  or  at  the  request  of  the  Steering  Committee. 

Section  2.  Steering  Committee,  composed  of  the  Moderator,  Vice-Moderator,  Clerk- 
Treasurer,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Church  Training  Director,  Brotherhood  Direc- 
tor, W.M.U.  Director,  Music  Director,  Chairman  of  Evangelism  and  two  pastors. 
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This  committee  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  committee  and  shall 
meet  monthly  with  the  Associational  missionary  to  plan,  promote,  and  make  recommenda- 
tions to  said  committee. 

Section  3.  Program  Committee,  composed  of  seven  members;  four  of  whom  shall  be 
recommended  by  the  associational  nominating  committee  and  the  other  three  shall  be  the 
moderator,  vice-moderator,  and  associational  missionary 

This  committee  shall  plan  the  programs  for  the  associational  meetings  in  the  spring 
and  fall 

Section  4.  Nominating  Committee,  composed  of  five  members  representing  the  various 
geographical  areas  of  the  Association.  This  committee  shall  recommend  persons  for  associ- 
ational officers,  the  program  committee,  and  the  nominating  committee  for  the  next  associ- 
ational year. 

ARTICLE  X  -  AUTONOMY 

The  Association  and/or  the  Executive  committee  has  no  power  to  exercise  ecclesias- 
tical authority  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  autonomy  of  the  local  churches  in  the  Associ- 
ation except  as  each  church  disciplines  itself  to  maintaining  the  associational  covenant. 

The  Association  shall  be  considered  as  an  advisory  body  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
churches. 

ARTICLE  XI  -  GOVERNMENT 

The  associational  meetings  shall  be  conducted  according  to  the  latest  edition  of 
"Robert's  Rules  of  Order."  The  moderator  will  need  to  exercise  patience  with  members  who 
may  not  be  well  versed  in  parliamentary  procedure,  and  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  so  used 
that  the  will  of  the  body  may  be  fully  and  freely  expressed. 

ARTICLE  XII  -  ADOPTION  AND  AMENDMENTS 

Section  1.  Upon  its  final  adoption  by  the  Association,  this  constitution  shall  become 
effective  immediately;  it  shall  supercede  and  rescind  all  previous  actions  or  policies  of  the 
Association  which  may  conflict  with  its  provisions. 

Section  2.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  messengers 
present  and  voting  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Association,  provided  a  written  copy  of  the 
proposed  amendment  is  presented  at  the  first  session  and  voted  on  and  passed  favorably 
at  the  second  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Flay  S.  Price,  Chairman,  Assoc.  Pastor,  First  Bapt. 

Mrs.  John  Francis,  Pleasant  Hill 

Mrs.  Ruel  Pardue,  Ronda 

Paul  Cochrane,  Mt.  Pleasant 

L.  E.  Myers,  Pastor,  Cool  Springs 

RULES  OF  ORDER 

1 .  Each  session  of  the  Association  shall  be  opened  with  a  devotional  period  and  closed 
by  prayer. 

2.  The  Moderator  shall  recognize  the  messengers  from  the  churches  of  the  Association. 

3.  The  Moderator  shall  recognize  the  visitors  to  the  Association. 

4.  All  messengers  shall  address  each  other  brother  and  sister  courteously  and  in  the 
spirit  of  Christ. 

5.  The  business  of  the  Association  shall  be  conducted  according  to  regular  parliamen- 
tary procedure. 

ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

(no  change) 
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The  Directory  in  1969  also  reflects  the  changes  in  organizational  structure  under  the  new  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Directory 

General  Officers 

Moderator  -  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Oakland  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621         835-3381 
Vice-Moderator  -  Rev.  Clyde  Hawkins,  Route  2,  Elkin,  N.C.        835-2205 
Clerk-Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley,  Box  507,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621        835-4373 
Association  Missionary  -  Rev.  M.  C.  Swicegood,  520  W.  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621      835-1272 

REPRESENTATIVES 

American  Bible  Society  -  Mrs.  Paul  Cochrane,  State  Road,  N.C.  28676        874-2539 
Annuity  Board  -  Rev.  E.  G.  Gordon,  N.  Bridge  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621         835-2499 
Baptist  Foundation  -  Rev.  Parker  McLendon,  Box  618,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621         835-3137 
Baptist  Homes  -  Mr.  Murl  Newman,  Box  806,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621        835-2093 
Baptist  Hospital  -  Rev.  Stanley  Townsend,  State  Road,  N.C.  28676        366-4415 
Biblical  Recorder  -  Mrs.  W.  T.  Roth,  437  W.  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621        835-2340 
Children's  Homes  -  Mrs.  Lester  Holloway,  1318  N.  Bridge  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621       835-1191 
Christian  Education  -  Mrs.  Jane  McRae,  Box  596,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621        835-1718 
Cooperative  Program  -  Rev.  Glenn  Dobbins,  Old  Ouarry  Rd.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621       835-3827 
Music  Director  -  Rev.  David  Goggin,  2015  Elk  Spur  Ext.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621         835-5128 
Church  Training  Director  -  Rev.  Bency  Smith,  State  Road,  N.C.        874-4054 
Evangelism  Chairman  -  Rev.  E.  S.  Morgan,  143  N.  Elkin  Dr.,  Elkin,  N.C.        835-5635 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Sunday  School  Director  -  Mrs.  E.  S.  Morgan,  143  N.  Elkin  Dr.,  Elkin,  N.C.        835-5635 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

President  -  Mrs.  Garvie  Chambers,  1403  N.  Bridge  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.        835-1212 

SEMINARY  EXTENSION 

Director  -  Rev.  M.  C.  Swicegood,  520  W.  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.        835-1272 

STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Oakland  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-3381 

Rev.  Clyde  Hawkins,  Rt.  2,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-2205 

Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley,  Box  507,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-4373 

Rev.  M.  C.  Swicegood,  520  W.  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-1272 

Mrs.  Garvie  Chambers,  1403  N.  Bridge  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-1212 

Rev.  David  Goggin,  2015  Elk  Spur  St.  Ext.,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-5128 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Morgan,  143  N.  Elkin  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-5635 

Rev.  Bency  Smith,  State  Road,  N.C.  -  874-4054 

Rev.  E.  S.  Morgan,  143  N.  Elkin  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-5635 

Rev.  John  Miller,  Sherwood  Forest,  Section  1,  N.  Wilkesboro,  N.C.  -  838-5733 

Rev.  Boyd  Hopkins,  Rt.  1,  Box  45,  Ronda,  N.C.  28670  -  984-3360 

The  Steering  committee  meets  monthly  on  Thursday  after  the  third  Sunday. 

LAY  MEMBERS  TO  SERVE  ON  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Russell  Brewer,  Rt.  2,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  Cool  Springs 

Mrs.  Roxie  Roth,  437  W.  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  Elkin  First 

34 


J,  W,  Shepherd.  W.  Mam  St.,  Elkin,  N.C    28621  -  West  Elkin 

John  H    tiaynes    Rt.  1,  Box  346,  State  Road,  N.C.  -  Elkin  Valley 

Mrs.  Roq.T  Ray    136  Collins  Rd.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  Friendship 

William  Davis,  South  St  ,  Eikin,  N  C    28621  -  Little  Elkin 

Ralph  Tharpe,  Rt    1,  Ronda,  N.C,  2867C  -  Macedonia 

Paul  M.  Cochrane,  State  Road,  N.C.  28676  -  Mt.  Pleasant 

Wake  J.  Watts,  N.  Wilkesboro,  N.C.  28659  -  Oak  Grove 

Turner  Redding,  Rt.  1,  Ronda,  N.C.  28670  -  Pleasant  Grove 

D   A   Sw/aim,  Jr.,  862  Pleasant  Hill  Dr.,  Elkin,  N  C   28621  -  Pleasant  Hill 

Thaddeous  Darnell,  Rt.  1,  Roaring  River,  N.C.  28669  -  Pleasant  Home 

Jerry  Dunn,  176  Edgewood  Dr.,  Elkin,  N  C.  28621  -  Poplar  Springs 

L    H.  Petree,  Ronda,  N.C   28670  -  Ronda  First 

John  N    Nixon,  Rt.  1,  Thurmond,  N.C.  28683  -  Union  Hill 

The  Executive  Committee  w/ill  meet  on  Thursday  evening  after  the  third  Sunday  in 
January  and  the  Thursday  evening  after  the  third  Sunday  in  June, 

MEETING  PLACES  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

January  22nd  at  West  Elkin  Baptist  Church  at  7:30,  And  the  June  meeting  June  25th 
at  Pleasant  Home  Baptist  Church. 

PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  Boyd  Hopkins,  Rt.  1,  Box  45,  Ronda,  N.C.  28670  -  984-3360 

Mr.  D.  A.  Swaim,  Pleasant  Hill  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  835-4809 

Rev.  Parker  McLendon,  Box  618,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  835-3137 

Mrs,  Tom  Spicer,  Benham  Road,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-4133 

Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Oakland  Drive,  Elkin.  N.C.  -  835-3381 

Rev.  Clyde  Hawkins,  Rt.  2,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-2205 

Rev,  M.  C.  Swicegood,  520  W,  Main  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  835-1272 

ORDINATION  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  E.  S.  Morgan.  Chairman.  143  N.  Elkin  Dr.,  Elkin,  N,C.  -  835-5635 
Rev   Robert  Tenery,  622  Pleasant  Hill  Dr.,  Elkin,  N.C.  -  835-3401 
Rev   L.  E   Myers.  313  Pineland  Ave.,  Jonesville,  N,C.  28642  -  835-5026 
Rev.  Frank  Walker,  Box  293,  N   Wilkesboro,  N.C.  28659  -  838-8429 
Dr.  Lin  Fincannon,  Oakland  Drive,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  835-3381 
Rev.  E.  G    Jordon.  N.  Bridge  St.,  Elkin,  N.C.  28621  -  835-2499 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  John  H    Haynes,  Chairman,  Rt    1,  Box  346,  State  Road,  N.C.  28676  -  835-4481 

Rev.  Charlie  Freeman,  State  Road,  N.C.  -  874-2440 

Mr.  Willie  Money,  122  Cherry  St.,  Jonesville,  N.C.  28642  -  835-5926 

Mr.  John  N.  Nixon,  Thurmond,  N  C.  28683-  874-2662 

Rev.  R.  A.  Call,  Rt.  2,  N.  Wilkesboro,  N.C.  28659 

The  association  has  continued  to  function  under  these  revised  guidelines  through  the  end  of  the 
century,  except  for  two  minor  changes  in  1972. 

Article  IX,  Section  2.  "      .  Library  President"  added  to  Steering  Committee. 

Under  the  same  Article,  second  paragraph  under  Steering  Committee  -  "shall  meet  monthly"  was 
changed  to   'shall  meet  as  required." 

Articles  of  Faith  have  remained  the  same  throughout  the  century. 

A  further  breakdown  of  committees  has  been  noted  throughout  the  70's,  but  no  Constitutional 
changes  have  been  necessary.  Representation  on  the  General  Board  was  first  noted  in  1971,  when  Paul 
Cochrane  gave  a  report  to  the  association  on  a  meeting  he  had  attended  in  Raleigh  as  a  member  of  that 
organization.  Other  representation  has  included  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon  and  Dr.  Dwane  Campbell. 
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Looking  ahead  to  the  Centennial  Celebration,  church  histories  were  compiled,  read  at  associational 
meetings  and  printed  in  the  Minutes  from  1967  through  1972.  Histories  of  all  churches  in  the  association 
at  the  present  time  are  included  except  Pleasant  Ridge  and  Pleasant  View  -  which  have  joined  since  1972. 
All  are  included  in  the  section  on  Church  Histories. 

Changes  during  this  quarter  century  are  as  follows: 

Additions  Withdrawals 

Friendship  1959  Center  1968 

Pleasant  Grove  1962  Maple  Springs  1968 

Pleasant  Ridge  1974  Bessie's  Chapel  1974 

Pleasant  View  1974 

A  gain  of  four  churches  and  three  withdrawals  left  a  net  gain  of  one  church,  making  a  total  of  22  at  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  association  -  double  the  number  when  organized. 

The  seventies  have  seen  a  decline  in  Sunday  School  enrollment,  Training  Union  emphasis  and 
Brotherhood  work.  Music  programs  have  continued  to  grow;  WMU  work  has  remained  steady  but  mem- 
bership is  down  and  a  lack  of  leadership  has  shown  a  decline  in  youth  organizations.  In  spite  of  these  dis- 
couraging trends,  there  is  a  definite  missions  awareness  throughout  the  association  and  gifts  remain  at  an 
all  time  high. 

All  meetings  during  this  quarter  century  were  enriched  by  the  presence  of  high  ranking  Baptist  leaders 
on  the  State  and  Convention  level  and  frequently  by  the  presence  of  one  or  more  missionaries  who  gave 
first  hand  accounts  of  their  missionary  endeavors. 

During  this  last  quarter  century  of  rapid  growth  and  development  including  many  organizational 
changes  with  increasing  responsibilities  for  leaders,  excellent  leaders  guided  the  association  through  a 
maze  of  committees  and  organizations  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

Following  Howard  J.  Ford,  W.  C.  Guth,  beloved  pastor  of  Elkin  Valley  Church  in  1950  until  his  death  in 
April  1966,  took  office  in  1956  as  Moderator  -  serving  through  1957.  (See  Elkin  Valley  Church  History  for 
background  information.) 

N.  C.  Teague,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  was  chosen  as  Moderator  in  1958  and  1959  -  two  years  - 
the  third  in  a  succession  of  Seminary  trained  ministers  to  bring  their  professional  training  and  in-depth 
knowledge  of  Baptist  work  to  all  area  churches.  This  was  extremely  helpful  during  the  time  of  intense 
Christian  Education  emphasis  in  the  Churches.  Rev.  Teague  served  as  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church  from 
1954,  until  his  retirement  in  September  1965.  (See  Church  History.) 

J.  L.  Powers  (background  information  already  noted)  served  his  second  tenure  as  Moderator  in 
1960-1961. 

L.  J.  Culler,  pastor  of  Mineral  Springs  Baptist  Church  from  1957  through  1961,  was  elected  Moderator 
in  1962,  but  resigned  before  the  year  was  over  to  serve  a  church  elsewhere.  Glenn  Dobbins,  Vice-Moderator, 
was  commended  by  the  association  for  serving  out  the  term  of  Rev.  Culler.  "Brother  Dobbins  has  done  a 
good  job  these  months  and  during  the  sessions  of  this  associational  meeting,  keeping  us  on  schedule  at 
every  session."  Rev.  Dobbins  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  from  Elkin  Valley  Church  in  1958.  He  became 
pastor  of  Friendship  Baptist  Church  In  1958  -  the  year  It  came  into  the  association  from  Surry.  His  pastorate 
continued  there  through  1976  -  eighteen  years. 

This  succession  of  ministers  was  followed  by  a  layman  -  Murl  Newman  as  Moderator,  who  served  in 
1963  and  1964,  bringing  his  long  time  experience  as  leader  of  church  activities  at  Cool  Springs  and  asso- 
ciational participation  to  the  office.  An  astute  Elkin-Jonesville  business  man,  this  experience  also  en- 
hanced his  qualities  of  leadership. 

Continuing  in  the  excellent  leadership  domain  was  J.  Parker  McLendon,  pastor  of  Elkin  First  Baptist, 
who  took  office  in  1966,  serving  for  two  years  -  through  1967.  For  the  second  time,  an  Elkin  First  Baptist 
pastor  and  former  Moderator  was  elevated  to  greater  fields  of  service  as  he  was  called  to  an  executive  level 
position  with  the  Baptist  Children's  Homes  in  1970,  where  he  continues  to  serve  in  greater  areas  of  respon- 
sibility. 

I.  Boyd  Hopkins  continued  the  role  of  excellent  leadership  as  Moderator  in  1968  and  1969.  He  served 
as  pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church  from  1964  through  1970. 

Another  capable  and  dedicated  layman  assumed  the  role  of  Moderator  for  the  years  1970  and  1971.  Dr. 
Lin  Fincannon,  Elkin  Optometrist,  was  well  qualified  for  this  position  of  leadership  through  his  active 
participation  in  denominational  work  in  his  home  church,  in  associational.  State  and  Convention  level 
programs. 

Once  again  Elkin  First  Baptist's  pastor  was  called  to  this  very  important  position  of  service  in  1972, 
when  Dwane  R.  Campbell  became  Moderator  -  serving  for  six  years  -  through  1977.  During  the  latter  part  of 
this  tenure  he  was  pursuing  his  Doctorate  of  Ministry  at  Southeastern  Seminary  in  addition  to  continuing  his 
pastorate  at  First  Baptist.  He,  too,  has  risen  to  broader  areas  of  service  in  key  leadership  positions  in  the 
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Baptist  State  and  Southern  Baptist  Conventions.  At  the  present  time,  he  is  working  with  other  members 
of  the  General  Board  of  the  BSC  to  resolve  the  conflict  between  Wake  Forest  and  the  Convention. 

The  fmal  year  of  the  century  -  1978,  was  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Talmadge  Wall,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Church  from  1973  until  his  resignation  in  1978,  to  be  pastor  of  a  church  elsewhere. 

T.  D,  Carter,  member  of  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist,  faithful  associational  participant  and  Vice-Moderator, 
finished  out  the  unfulfilled  year  of  Rev  Wall.  A  native  of  Wilkes  County,  he  is  an  employee  of  Central 
Telephone  Company  and  is  currently  serving  on  the  Wilkes  County  Board  of  Commissioners 

What  could  be  more  fitting  than  the  election  of  Bill  Pruitt  as  Moderator  at  the  100th  observance  of 
the  association?  Rev.  Pruitt  had  held  all  major  offices  in  the  Stone  Mountain  Association  prior  to  becoming 
pastor  of  Macedonia  Church  in  the  Elkin  Association,  This  experience  and  rich  Baptist  heritage  equip  him 
as  "God's  man  for  the  hour"  to  lead  the  association  into  the  second  century 

Space  does  not  permit  detailed  information  about  the  many  faithful  clerks  whose  services  have  been 
invaluable  over  the  years.  T.  C.  DeBorde,  C.  F.  Fields  and  J.  S.  Kilby  served  as  Clerk  in  addition  to 
Moderator,  during  the  early  years  of  the  association.  All  are  listed  in  the  Historical  Digest  but  recognition  is 
due  those  who  have  given  such  long  terms  of  service.  (J.  W.  Cheek  -  see  Third  Quarter  Century.)  Mrs  Jim 
DeBorde  of  Elkin  Valley  Church,  served  for  five  consecutive  years.  J,  W.  Gentry  served  a  total  of  seven  years 
on  four  different  occasions.  Having  the  longest  consecutive  term  of  service  is  Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Stanley  -  a 
total  of  14  years  in  1978,  and  continuing  into  the  second  century. 

Twenty  pastors  and  eight  laymen  have  served  as  Moderator.  A  total  of  27  persons  served  as  Clerk, 
three  of  whom  also  served  as  Moderator. 
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COMMITTEES 


The  first  Executive  Committee  was  listed  In  1888. 


1888  -  A.  M.  Church 

J.  S.  Kilby 

P.  H.  Cockerham 

1889  -  A.  M.  Church 

P.  H.  Cockerham 
J.  S.  Kilby 

1890  -  E.  M.  Bowles 

C.  F.  Fields 
J.  S.  Kilby 

1891  -  C.  F.  Fields 

J.  S.  Kilby 

E.  M.  Bowles 

1892  -  E.  N.  Gwyn 

C.  F.  Fields 

F.  Brewer 


1893 


J.  S.  Kilby 
J.  N.  Myers 
N.  E.  Parker 


1894  -  (not  available) 

1895  -  J.  S.  Holbrook 

J.  A.  McCann 
J.  I.  Dimmette 
B.  F.  Rollins 
W.  W.  Myers 

1896  -  (not  available) 

1897  -  J.  I.  Dimmette 

G.  G.  Tucker 
J.  W.  Bowles 
J.  M.  Dobbins 
A.  C.  Walls 

1898  -  (not  available) 

1899  -  J.  I.  Dimmette 

J.  W.  Bowles 
I.  L.  Shugart 
J.  M.  Dobbins 
J.  M.  Lyon 

1900  -  (not  available) 

1901  -  (not  available) 

1902  -  J.  W.   Bowles 

J.  I.  Dimmette 
(others  not  listed) 


From  this  time  until  1936,  only 
10  to  12  churches  were  active 
in  the  association.  If  there  was 
an  Executive  Committee,  it  was 
not  listed  in  the  Minutes  except 
for  - 

1912  -    R.  L.  Church 
A.  Caudill 
W.  F.  Alexander 
M.  L.  Pettyjohn 
T.  M.  Byrd 

A  motion  was  made  to  appoint 
an  Executive  Committee  in  - 

1932  -  T.  C.  Deborde,  Chm. 
J.  W.  Gentry 
J.  Major  Lyon 
J.  M.  Vanhoy 
Chas.  Spencer 
D.  W.  Day 
R.  C.  Harris 

A  Nominating  Committee  was 
appointed  in  1933  -  called  here- 
inafter the  Committee  on 
Committees.  It  must  have 
functioned  in  lieu  of  an  Exec- 
utive Committee  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  Quarter  Century, 
and  will  be  listed. 


1933 


D.  E.  Hinson 
H.  F.  Tulbert 
P.  A.  Caudill 


1934  -  (not  listed) 

1935  -  E.  F.  Yarboro 

O.  P.  Holbrook 
S.  P.  Combs 

1936  -  M.  L.  Pettyjohn 

C.  H.  Day 
W.  D.  Laster 

1937  -  O.  P.  Holbrook 

C.  H.  Burchette 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Walters 

1938  -  H.  F.  Tulbert 

M.  H.  Wall 
Vermelle  Money 


1939  -  Mrs.  Mabel  Newman 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Couch 

1940  -  J.  L.  Powers 

Finnie  Anthony 

1941  -  M.  L.  Pettyjohn 

H.  F.  Tulbert 
Stephen  Morrisett 

1942  -  Stephen  Morrisett 

B.  C.  Tulbert 
J.  W.  Brookshire 

1943  -  Stephen  Morrisett 

E.  C.  James 
Claude  Ray 

1944  -  L.  M.  Cook 

M.  L.  Pettyjohn 
Arvill  Alexander 

1945  -  David  Day 

J.  L.  Powers 
John  Luffman 

1946  -  L.  M.  Cook 

Lloyd  Pardue 

1947  -  Cleat  Simmons 

M.  L.  Pettyjohn 
E.  F.  Edwards 

1948  -  David  Day 

Howard  Ford 
J.  D.  Wyatt 

1949  -  None  listed 
1950 

1951 
1952 


1953 


J.  L.  Powers 
David  Day 
W.  C.  Guth 


Executive  Committee  Formed 
1954  -  J.  L.  Powers 

W.  C.  Guth 

E.  P.  Caudle 

Lin  Fincannon 

Mrs.  Earl  James 

N.  C.  Teague 

Mrs.  Lester  Holloway 
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1955  -  W.  C.  Guth 

J.  W.  Shepherd 
Walter  H.  Combs 
Dr.  M.  O.  Fox 
N.  C.  Teague 
J.  L.  Powers 
Howard  J.  Ford 

1956  -  W.  C.  Guth 

Howard  J.  Ford 
J    L.  Powers 
N.  C.  Teague 
Dr.  M.  O.  Fox 
W.  H.  Combs 
J.  W.  Shepherd 


1957 


1958 


N.  C.  Teague 
George  Hankins 
Mrs.  Jim  DeBorde 
W.  C.  Guth 
J.  L.  Powers 
Howard  J.  Ford 
W.  H.  Combs 


N.  C.  Teague 
J.  L.  Powers 
Mrs.  Jim  DeBorde 
W.  C.  Guth 
L.  J.  Culler 
Howard  J.  Ford 
W.  H.  Combs 


1959  -  J.  L.  Powers 

L.  J.  Culler 
W.  H.  Combs 
Howard  J.  Ford 
N.  C.  Teague 
W.  C.  Guth 
Mrs.  Jim  DeBorde 

1960  -  J.  L.  Powers 

N.  C.  Teague 
L.  J.  Culler 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Guth 
W.  C.  Guth 
Howard  J.  Ford 
J.  W.  Shepherd 

1961  -  J.  L.  Powers 

Howard  J.  Ford 
J.  W.  Shepherd 
W.  C.  Guth 
N.  C.  Teague 
Tommy  Johnson 
Moderator  &  Clerk  - 
ex  officio 

1962  -  Murl  Newman 

Tommy  Johnson 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Guth 
Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman 
J.  L.  Powers 
Aubrey  Martin 
Glenn  Dobbins 
N.  C.  Teague 


1963  -  Murl  Newman 

Tommy  Johnson 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Guth 

Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman 

N    C.  Teague 

J.  L.  Powers 

J.  Parker  McLendon 

John  H.  Haynes 

1964  -  Tommy  Johnson 

Lin  Fincannon 
Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 
J.  Parker  McLendon 
John  H.  Haynes 
W.  C.  Guth 
Murl  Newman 

1965  -  Tommy  Johnson 

J.  Parker  McLendon 
Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 
W.  C.  Guth 
Murl  Newman 
Monroe  Freeman 
Haydn  Moxley 
M.  C.  Swicegood 


1966 


At  this  time  the  Executive  Committee  was  expanded  to  include  one  lay  member  from  each  church, 
according  to  the  revised  Article  11  of  the  Constitution,  in  addition  to  the  pastors  and  officers  of  the 
association.  Due  to  lack  of  space,  this  Is  the  only  time  lay  representatives  will  be  listed  as  follows: 


Bessie's  Chapel  -  B.  T.  Southard 

Center  -  John  Holbrook 

Cool  Springs  -  Eugene  Pettyjohn 

East  Elkin  - 

Elkin  First  -  Guy  Mathis 

West  Elkin  -  J.  W.  Shepherd 

Elkin  Valley  -  John  Henry  Haynes 

Friendship  -  Mrs.  Roger  Ray 

Little  Elkin  -  Mrs.  Claude  Key 

Macedonia  -  Mrs.  Thomas  Spicer 

Maple  Springs  - 

Mineral  Springs  -  Aubrey  Martin 


Mount  Pleasant  -  Paul  Cochrane 

Oak  Grove  -  Wake  Watts 

Pleasant  Grove-  Turner  Redding 

Pleasant  Hill  -  D.  A.  Swaim 

Pleasant  Home  -  Thaddeus  Darnell 

Poplar  Springs  -  Esker  Hinson 

Rock  Creek  -  Vaughn  Durham 

Ronda  -  Lewis  H.  Petree 

Shoaly  Branch  - 

Union  Hill  -  John  N.  Nixon 

White  Plains  -  Mrs.  R.  P.  Jackson,  Jr. 


1967 


As  part  of  Article  1 1  of  the  Constitution  revision,  a  Steering  Committee  composed  of  the  Moderator, 
Clerk,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Training  Union  Director,  Brotherhood  President,  WMU 
President,  Music  Director,  Chairman  of  Evangelism  and  two  pastors  would  function  as  a  committee 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  heretofore  mentioned. 


Under  a  complete  revision  of  the  Constitution  in  1969  Minutes,  Article  11  was  changed  to  "Article 
IX  -  Committees',  and  includes  four  sections.  Section  2,  provided  for  a  Steering  Committee  -  same 
as  Article  11  above,  except  for  the  addition  of  Vice-Moderator  and  Library  President. 


39 


1967  -   Boyd  Hopkins 

C.  B.  Trammel 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
M.  C.  Swicegood 
Bency  Smith 
Bill  Davidson 
H.  Lee  Webb 
Robert  Tenery 
Mrs.  Garvey  Chambers 
J.  Parker  McLendon 
Charlie  Freeman 

1968  -   Boyd  Hopkins 

C.  B.  Trammel 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
M.  C.  Swicegood 
Bency  Smith 

E.  S.  Morgan 

Roger  Gentry 

H.  Lee  Webb 

Robert  Tenery 

Mrs.  Garvey  Chambers 

Glenn  Dobbins 

William  Pardue 

1969-   Lin  Fincannon 
Clyde  Hawkins 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
M.  C.  Swicegood 
Mrs.  Garvie  Chambers 
David  Goggin 
E.  S.  Morgan 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Morgan 
Bency  Smith 
John  Miller 
Boyd  Hopkins 

1970  -   Lin  Fincannon 

Clyde  Hawkins 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
M.  C.  Swicegood 
Mrs.  Garvey  Chambers 
Kay  Wiggs 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Morgan 
Bency  Smith 
Glenn  Dobbins 
Delores  Fasanella 
William  J.  Jones 
Pastor  -  First  Baptist 
Church  (to  be  filled) 

1971  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

D.  A.  Swaim 

Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 
Mrs.  Garvey  Chambers 
Kay  Wiggs 
William  J.  Jones 
Bency  Smith 
Glenn  Dobbins 


Dolores  Fasanella 
Corbet  Walters 
L.  E.  Myers 
Pastor  -  West  Elkin 
Church 

1972  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

D.  A.  Swaim 

Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 

Corbet  Walters 

Kay  Wiggs 

William  J,  Jones 

Bency  B.  Smith 

Joe  Blackburn 

Dolores  Fasanella 

Mayhew  Swaim 

W.  T.  Furr 

Harold  King 

1973  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

Vice-Moderator  - 
Mrs.  Beauford  Stanley 
Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman 
William  J.  Jones 
Bency  B.  Smith 
Glenn  Dobbins 
Mrs.  Phillip  Sebastian 
Luther  Byrd 
Wayne  Nidiffer 
Corbet  Walters 
Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
James  Holbrook 

1974  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

John  H.  Haynes 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
Butrice  Luffman 
Phillip  Swanson 
Glenn  Dobbins 
Mrs.  Phillip  Sebastian 
Luther  Byrd 
Talmadge  V.  Wall,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Vance  Edwards 
Hugh  C.  Hayes 

1975  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

John  H.  Haynes 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
Butrice  Luffman 
Phillip  Swanson 
John  N.  Nixon 
Glenn  Dobbins 
Luther  Byrd 
Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Phillip  Swanson 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Vance  Edwards 
Hugh  C.  Hayes 


1976  -   Dwane  R.  Campbell 

John  H.  Haynes 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
Butrice  Luffman 
Vance  Edwards 
John  N.  Nixon 
Charles  Lethcoe 
Alice  Johnson 
Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Phillip  Sebastian 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Hugh  C.  Hayes 
Glenn  Dobbins 

1977  -  Talmadge  V.  Wall,  Jr. 

T.  D.  Carter 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
Jane  C.  McRae 
Lin  Fincannon 
Charles  Lethcoe 
Alice  Johnson 
Ray  Waddell 
Dexter  Johnson 
Mrs.  Phillip  Sebastian 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Wall,  Jr. 
Hugh  C.  Hayes 
Ed  Richardson 

1978  -    Bill  L.  Pruitt 

Tobie  Stone 
Willie  Mae  Stanley 
Jane  C.  McRae 
Lin  Fincannon 
Ed  Richardson 
Joel  Johnson 
Ray  Waddell 
Nell  Flynn 
Mattie  Spicer 
Merele  Turner 
Glenn  Byrd 
Mike  Lane 
Joel  Johnson 
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EQUIPMENT  OWNED  BY  THE  ASSOCIATION 


IBM  TYPEWRITER 

ELECTRIC  MIMEOGRAPH  MACHINE 

HEYER  PAPER  FOLDING  MACHINE 

ADDRESSOGRAPH 

OFFICE  DESK  AND  CHAIR 


TWO  CAPTAIN  S  CHAIRS 

FOUR  DRAWER  FILE  CABINET 

COMBINATION  FILMSTRIP  AND  SLIDE  PROJECTOR 

6  METAL  FOLDING  CHAIRS 


The  Elkin  Baptist  Association  office  is  located  in  the  home  of  the  current  Director  of  Missions.  Jane 
Carroll  McRae,  Green  Valley  Road,  Elkm.  Nortfi  Carolina  2862T 


Home  of  Jane  Carroll  McRae 
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CHURCH  HISTORIES 

Most  of  the  church  histories  are  taken  chiefly  from  those  printed  in  the  Minutes.  Two  have  joined 
since  this  project  ceased  -  Pleasant  Ridge  and  Pleasant  View  Up-to-date  information  has  been  gleaned 
from  Minutes,  church  staff  members  and  individuals  Some  are  more  detailed  than  others,  especially  those 
churches  that  have  recently  written  their  own  histories,  and  It  is  hoped  there  will  be  no  feelings  of  partiality. 
Two  churches  -  Bessie's  Chapel  and  Center  -  are  no  longer  in  the  association,  but  their  histories  are 
included  due  to  their  long-standing  participation  -  Bessie's  Chapel,  38  years:  and  Center,  90  years. 

It  IS  interesting  to  note  that  11  of  22  churches  in  the  association  have  either  a  bus,  a  van,  or  both,  for 
activity  purposes  and/or  use  in  extending  their  ministry.  They  are: 

Cool  Springs  Mount  Pleasant 

Elkin  Valley  Pleasant  Hill 

Friendship  Pleasant  Ridge 

Little  Elkin  Pleasant  View 

Macedonia  Poplar  Springs 

Mineral  Springs 

Total  property  valuation  of  all  churches  including  parsonages  -  approximately  six  million  dollars. 

Grand  total  membership:  7,739. 

Total  ongoing  Sunday  School  enrollment:  4,865. 

Total  yearly  receipts  of  all  churches  -  approximately  one  million  dollars. 

The  above  statistics  are  for  the  year  1978. 
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Typical  of  Elkin  Association  Churches,  fifty  or  more  years  ago. 

PHOTOGRAPHER,  N    L    FULK 
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BESSIE'S  CHAPEL 

(withdrew  from  the  association  in  1975) 


Early  in  the  year  1934,  a  group  of  interested  people  from  the  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church  and  the 
Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church  began  to  have  cottage  prayer  meetings  in  the  Bessie's  Chapel  community. 
These  prayer  meetings  developed  great  interest.  On  some  occasions  as  many  as  three  or  four  hundred 
were  in  attendance.  These  meetings  were  conducted  by  a  layman  by  the  name  of  Goerge  Walters. 

The  late  M.  A.  Southard  attended  one  of  these  prayer  meetings.  He  became  so  interested  that  he 
asked  to  have  one  in  his  home.  Mr.  Walters  stated  that  as  soon  as  he  could  get  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Jordan  to  come 
they  would  meet  at  his  home.  Brother  Walters  and  Rev.  E.  G.  Jordan  conducted  this  prayer  service  in  Mr. 
Southard's  home  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  1934.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  of 
the  community. 

On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  September  1934,  they  met  again  in  the  M.  A.  Southard  home.  This  time  there 
was  a  special  occasion.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Baptist  Church.  This  was  done  on  the  front 
porch  of  the  Southard  home.  The  group  called  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Jordan  to  be  their  first  pastor.  The  following 
people  joined  the  church  by  letter  and  became  the  charter  members:  B.  T.  Southard  and  wife  Fairy;  K.  W. 
Steele  and  wife  Alma;  Marvin  Brown  and  wife  Martha;  O.  C.  Nance  and  son  Arville;  Flora  Cockerham, 
Crozier  Walls  and  Myrtle  Southard. 

From  this  time  on  the  services  were  held  in  the  Venable  School  building  until  a  building  was  erected. 
This  was  begun  right  away  and  as  soon  as  the  walls  and  roof  were  up,  services  were  held  in  the  building 
with  no  floor. 

The  parents  of  the  community  were  concerned  that  there  was  no  place  for  the  Bible  teaching.  How- 
ever, before  the  Sunday  School  was  organized,  one  of  the  fine  young  women  of  the  community  died.  She 
had  been  such  a  fine  person  and  had  influenced  so  many  people  in  the  community,  that  they  decided  to 
name  the  church  in  her  memory  -  thus  it  bears  the  name,  Bessie's  Chapel. 

A  Sunday  School  was  organized  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  March  1935.  Marvin  Brown  was  elected  the 
superintendent.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  two  years.  In  1937,  B.  T.  Southard  was  elected  superinten- 
dent and  served  until  1955,  when  his  health  necessitated  his  giving  it  up.  Gaither  Walls  was  then  elected 
and  served  two  years.  Fred  Holder  was  elected  in  1957  and  served  two  years.  In  1959,  Phillip  Southard  was 
elected  and  served  two  years.  Benny  Cockerham  was  elected  in  1961  and  served  one  year.  In  1962,  Phillip 
Southard  was  re-elected  and  served  two  more  years.  In  1964,  Oscar  Stanley  was  elected  and  was  still 
serving  in  this  capacity  when  the  church  withdrew  from  the  association. 

The  church  has  been  served  by  the  following  pastors: 

E.  G.  Jordon  1934-1940  W.  H.  Caldwell  1958-1961 

J.  R.  Pardue  1940-1945  John  Love  1961-1966 

L.  M.  Cooke  1945-1951  Clay  Macemore         1967-1973 

Willie  Luffman  1951-1954  G.  Elmore  Renegar  1973-1974 

Lloyd  Pardue  1954-1958  Joe  Souther  1974- 

The  church  experienced  steady  growth  under  each  pastor  in  its  ministry,  membership  and  in  its 
physical  structure.  It  has  a  fair  educational  plant,  well  equipped. 

At  the  time  the  church  left  the  association,  the  total  membership  was  169.  The  active  board  of  deacons 
totaled  seven.  One  man  was  licensed  to  preach.  Average  Sunday  School  attendance  was  84. 
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CENTER 

(a  charter  member  of  the  association  -  withdrew  in  1 968) 


Center  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1839,  and  had  been  an  active  church  for  many  years  in  the 
Brier  Creek  Association,  before  becoming  a  charter  member  of  the  Elkin  Association.  The  first  church  was 
a  log  building  and  worship  services  were  held  in  this  church  for  about  56  years. 

In  1895  a  new  church  was  built.  Two  acres  of  land  were  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earen  Phillips,  300 
yards  north  of  the  site  of  the  first  church. 

Records  are  incomplete  but  as  nearly  as  can  be  determined  the  following  pastors  have  served  this 
church: 

John  Barker  Grant  Cothren  Marvin  Blackburn 

John  Hughes  Isom  Vestal 

Will  Cooper  Clifford  Vestal 

Jim  Carlton  Grover  Tilley 

Deering  G.  Reece  Carl  Cockerham 

W.  F.  Weatherman  Bill  Bauguess 

At  the  association's  organizational  meeting  in  1879,  John  Hughes  was  pastor.  His  address  was  Roaring 
Gap.  Delegates  to  the  association  were  A.  Parks,  J.  F.  McCann  and  N.  McCann.  Membership  was  listed  as 
51,  and  Sunday  services  were  held  one  Sunday  each  month. 

A  new  church  was  built  in  1958  while  Rev.  Cockerham  was  pastor. 

Marvin  Blackburn  was  elected  pastor  in  1968  and  was  pastor  when  the  church  withdrew  from  the  Elkin 
Association.  At  that  time,  the  church  reported  a  total  membership  of  134  with  Sunday  services  twice  each 
month,  an  active  Sunday  School  and  Vacation  Bible  School  each  summer. 
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COOL  SPRINGS 

"Mother  Church  of  the 
Elkin  Association" 

PASTOR:  REV.  C.  B.  MIKLES 


NOTE:  This  church  history  was  written  by  Christine  Tucl<er,  East  Wilkes  High  School,  and  appeared  in 
THE  ELKIN  TRIBUNE.  Thursday,  May  14,  1964.  Slight  revisions  to  bring  the  history  up-to-date  have  been 
made.  These  are  indicated  with  an  asterisk('). 

Early  In  the  year  of  1805  the  sound  of  axes  falling  trees  echoed  through  the  virgin  forest  of  lower 
Wilkes  County.  Giant  trees  crashed  to  the  ground  and  were  trimmed  and  hewn  into  shape  for  the  walls  of 
a  church  to  be  constructed,  above  the  first  cemetery  of  a  small  community,  for  the  nearby  church-going 
people. 

Hand-riven  shingles  made  a  stout  roof  for  the  new  house  of  worship.  There  were  no  windows  and 
tallow  candles  with  homespun  thread  for  wicks,  provided  by  the  women  of  the  community,  were  used  to 
light  the  building. 

Nearby  were  two  beautiful,  cool,  crystal  springs  and  the  pioneers  took  the  cue  and  named  their 
church  and  small  community  accordingly. 

The  construction  continued  on  the  small  building.  And  each  and  every  willing  pioneer  sacrificed  his 
time  and  labor  to  complete  it.  With  all  this  wonderful  willingness  and  encouragement  of  the  people  the 
small  frame  church  was  finally  completed.  The  membership  of  the  church  was  very  small  to  begin  with, 
but  the  small  group  of  people  had  a  large  faith  in  it. 

Later  the  faith  of  the  people  proved  to  be  true  because,  although,  the  population  was  small  and  scat- 
tered, the  people  began  coming  to  Cool  Springs  in  such  large  numbers  that  before  long  the  small  frame 
building  was  too  small.  So  a  larger  building  was  erected  on  a  hillside  approximately  900  yards  from  the 
first  one. 

People  came  from  miles  around  by  two-wheeled  oxcarts,  wagons,  horseback  and  by  foot.  Some 
were  known  to  have  traveled  from  the  Little  Mountain  community,  which  is  several  miles  away,  to  the 
church  on  foot.  One  pastor  walked  13  miles  to  the  church  to  preach. 

As  time  passed  the  people  continued  to  come  from  nearby  communities,  until  the  congregation  out- 
grew the  second  building.  Thus,  an  arbor  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  500  was  built  on  the  hilltop 
where  the  cemetery  now  covers  the  spot.  For  several  years  it  was  used  both  for  the  regular  services  and  for 
camp  meetings. 

The  present  building,  located  one-half  mile  northeast  of  the  Benham  Road,  was  built  in  1895  and 
1896.  It  was  started  December  14,  1895,  and  completed  the  following  year  and  behind  its  construction  are 
stories  of  hard  work,  love,  and  sacrifice. 

The  men  of  the  congregation  inspirmgly  did  the  actual  construction,  but  the  women  did  their  part 
too.  The  mother  of  a  member  in  1955  sold  her  choice  hens  for  15  cents  a  piece  to  get  money  for  a  window. 
The  mother  of  another  member  picked  berries  and  sold  them  to  buy  another  window.  Others  made  sac- 
rifices so  that  the  building  could  have  plenty  of  windows. 
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The  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Church,  located  approximately  16  miles  east  of  Wilkesboro  and  one-half 
mile  sOLithwest  of  the  "Round-about  bend  of  the  Yadkin  River,  is  known  as  the  mother  church  of  several 
present  organized  Baptist  churches,  including  Cool  Springs 

In  turn.  Cool  Springs  is  the  mother  church  of  many  other  churches  in  this  community  Records  are 
incomplete,  but  it  is  known  that  several  existing  churches  grew  from  Cool  Springs,  Some  of  them  are: 
PIp.isant  Hill,  Little  Elkin,  Benham,  Pleasant  Ridge,  and  Shoaly  Branch 

Pastors  of  the  church  and  the  years  in  which  they  assumed  their  pastorate  are,  as  far  as  available 
records  list  them,  as  follows: 

1825       Elder  David  Jacks  1915       C,  F,  Fields 

1831       Elder  Robert  Pardue  1916       W.  S.  Edwards 

1844       Robert  Pardue  1917       J.  Z.  Adams 

1854       William  F.  Adams  1924       J.  M.  Absher 

1878       W,  A.  Myers  1930       I.  W.  Vestal 

1884       G.  M.  Burcham  1939       Grant  Cothren 

1886       C.  F.  Fields  1946       David  W.  Day 

1888  G.  M.  Burcham  1949       Marvin  Burcham 

1889  W.  F.  Byrd  1951       C.  B.  Mikles 
1893       G.  M.  Burcham  1957       George  Walters 
1895       C.  F.  Fields  1969       C.  B.  Mikles 
1902      G.  M.  Burcham  1963       L.  E.  Myers 

1907      Levi  McCann  1971       C.  B.  Mikles -to  present  date 

1910      J.  Z.  Adams 
Listed  clerks  of  the  church  and  the  years  in  which  they  assumed  the  office  are  as  follows: 

1843  Hambleton  Witherspoon  1888       Hiram  Settle 

1844  William  H.  Pardue  1902       Felix  Gambill 
1850       Daniel  Fields  1917       M.  L.  Pettyjohn 
1865       John  W   Fields  1938       Eugene  Pettyjohn 
1884       N.  J.  Walls  1977       Becky  Hinson 

The  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Association,  the  13th  Baptist  Association  formed  in  North  Carolina,  was 
organized  at  Brier  Creek  on  November  23,  1822.  The  association  was  originally  composed  of  nine  churches. 
Cool  Springs  being  one  of  them.  These  churches  had  formed  a  part  of  the  old  Yadkin  Baptist  Association. 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Mastin  was  elected  the  first  moderator,  and  J.  Martin  the  first  clerk.  The  mes- 
sengers attending  the  first  meeting  from  Cool  Springs  were  Ambrose  Johnson  and  David  Jacks. 

Cool  Springs  is  now  a  member  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association,  and  has  been  since  its  organization 
in  that  church  on  November  7,  1879.  The  Association  met  at  Cool  Springs  in  1948  and  at  that  time  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Powers  was  the  moderator  and  J.  L.  Williams,  clerk. 

By  the  year  1935,  electric  lighting  was  installed  in  the  church  and  to  the  people  this  was  very  promis- 
ing for  more  important  improvements  in  the  future.  For  several  years  Lon  Casey,  the  janitor,  carried  water 
approximately  one-half  mile  from  his  home  to  the  church.  In  time  there  was  enough  money  raised  to  have 
a  well  drilled. 

Also  the  insufficient  parking  space  was  enlarged  and  graveled  for  the  growing  church.  A  basement 
was  pushed  out.  and  two  adjoining  rooms  were  built  onto  it.  One  was  divided  into  a  nursery  and  a  primary 
room.  The  children,  in  memory  of  their  deceased  parents,  went  in  together  and  bought  beautifully  stained 
glass  windows,  which  cost  approximately  $90  each,  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  ones. 

The  remodeling  of  the  auditorium  was  soon  under  construction.  There  were  five  class  rooms  ad- 
joining it.  New  flooring  was  put  down,  the  seating  of  the  choir  was  enlarged,  a  dull  pink  carpet  was  put 
down,  new  pews  were  bought,  and  the  pulpit  was  remodeled.  Since  then  a  water  cooling  system  has 
been  added  to  the  basement. 

On  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  August  1955,  following  the  remodeling  of  the  building,  the  congregation 
of  the  Cool  Springs  Church  marked  its  150th  birthday  with  a  special  ceremony.  The  Sesquicentennial 
rites  were  conducted  in  the  congregation's  fourth  church  building  of  its  long  history  The  Rev.  Howard 
Ford,  pastor  of  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church,  introduced  by  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Mikles,  pastor  of  Cool  Springs, 
was  the  principal  speaker. 

When  the  church's  Sesquicentennial  service  was  celebrated,  the  Rev.  Mikles  was  serving  as  pastor. 
Following  his  resignation,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Myers  of  Jonesville,  a  literate  and  gifted  preacher,  was  elected 
pastor  in  January  1963,  'and  served  until  1971,  at  which  time  Rev.  C.  B.  Mikles  was  again  elected  pastor 
and  still  serves  to  this  date  in  1978. 
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Dating  back  from  the  pioneer  and  covered-wagon  days  of  hardships  and  suffrage  to  the  present 
"Atomic  Age"  of  adventure  and  science,  the  church  has  progressed  rapidly  and  Is  still  doing  so.  The  history 
of  the  Cool  Springs  Church  will  long  be  remembered  and  handed  down  for  it  and  the  people  s  many 
achievements  to  and  for  God. 

The  old  church's  influence  for  our  Lord  and  Savior,  as  it  has  been  spread  by  those  who  have  been 
members  and  by  her  daughter  churches,  is  beyond  measure.  We  believe  that  it  will  continue  to  work  to 
spread  the  Gospel,  to  bring  people  closer  to  God  and  to  extend  His  kingdom. 

*The  total  resident  membership  in  1978  is  176,  with  a  total  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  152.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  many  churches  in  the  association  enlarging  its  ministry  through  the  use  of  a  church  bus. 
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EAST  ELKIN 

PASTOR:  REV.  L.  ROY  TURNER 


Around  1921 ,  a  small  group  of  people  felt  the  need  for  a  church.  One  of  the  reasons  that  inspired  this 

feeling  was  the  rapid  growth  of  the  community  that  is  now  known    as  East  Elkin.  After  much  thought  and 

prayer  a  few  of  the  people  talked  to  Mr.  Mason  Lillard  of  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company  about  the  use  of 

a  small  building  which  was  then  just  outside  the  city  limits.  Thus  East  Elkin  Baptist  Church  was  organized. 

The  charter  members  were  as  follows: 

R    H.  Laffoon  Vesta  Pardue 

J.  C.  Martin  Annie  Garris 

J    W.  Pardue  Leona  Pardue 

Effie  Jarvis  Vina  Pardue 

Mrs.  Callie  Pardue  Mrs.  Martha  Pardue 

Mrs.  Ila  Wagoner 
From  this  group  they  chose  R.  H.  Laffoon,  J.  C.  Martin  and  Jones  Wagoner  for  the  deacon  board.  The 
first  church  clerk  was  Richard  Pardue  who  was  ordained  and  served  as  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev,  M,  B.  Phillips  of  Mount  Airy,  who  served  from  October  30,  1921  to  September 
1,  1922.  Other  pastors  are  as  follows: 


Grant  Cothren 
R.  J.  Pardue 
Richard  Day 
Willie  Mitchell 
J.  L.  Martin 
R,  J-  Pardue 
J.  L.  Powers 


1922-1924 

1925-1928 

1928 

1928-1931 

1932 

1932-1934 

1934-1949 


E.  G.  Jordan 
Tommie  Collins 
John  Love 
Wayne  Brown 
L.  E.  Myers 
Grover  Tilley 
Lee  Roy  Turner 


1949-1956 

1956-1960 

1960-1970 

1970 

1971-1972 

1973-1975 

1976- 


The  church  still  stands  at  the  same  location.  Several  times  since  the  church  was  organized  the  building 
has  been  remodeled  and  in  1964  was  completely  remodeled  and  is  now  a  church  of  which  all  members  are 
proud. 

Total  membership  in  1978  -  207, 

Improvements  to  the  church  and  surroundings  during  the  70's  include  a  choir  loft,  new  pews  for 
both  the  sanctuary  and  the  choir  loft,  a  new  piano  and  organ,  plus  a  paved  parking  area  at  the  back  of 
the  church. 
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PASTOR: 
DR.  DWANE  R.  CAMPBELL 


On  May  18,  1889  a  presbytery  consisting  of  Elders  W.  B.  Woodruff  and  R.  R.  Day  of  the  Yadkin  Associ- 
ation, Elder  W.  F.  Byrd  of  the  Elkin  Association,  and  Elder  E.  N.  Gwyn  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association  con- 
vened to  organize  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin.  Charter  members  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Hedge- 
peth  from  Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Franklin  Tharpe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Y.  Hutson  from  the  Cool  Springs 
Baptist  Church,  W.  F.  Carter  from  the  Shoaly  Branch  Baptist  Church,  and  John  Cooke  from  the  Reece's 
Baptist  Church  (now  Boonville  Baptist).  In  June  1889,  Rev.  W.  B.  Woodruff  was  chosen  pastor,  and  he 
served  for  one  year. 

1890-1894 

1894- 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1899 


Succeeding  pastors  were:  W.  A.  Myers 

J.  E.  Green 
W.  R.  Bradshaw 
A.  T.  Pardue 
W.  H.  Beamer 
W.  R.  Bradshaw 


The  first  building  was  a  small  wooden  structure  located  on  Elk  Spur  Street,  approximately  one  quarter 
mile  northwest  of  the  present  Elkin  High  School.  When  the  church  had  outgrown  this  building,  property 
was  acquired  on  West  Main  Street,  across  from  the  present  Post  Office,  and  a  new  brick  structure  was 
completed  and  occupied  in  1903. 

Pastors  serving  the  church  in  the  early  twentieth  century  to  the  present  time  are: 


c. 

H. 

Utiey 

1902 

w 

R 

Beach 

1903-1905 

w 

F. 

Staley 

1905-1909 

c. 

H. 

UtIey 

1909-1911 

D. 

S. 

Hubble 

1911-1913 

R. 

P. 

Blevins 

1913-1916 

C. 

T. 

Kertner 

1917- 

C. 

S. 

Norville 

1918-1920 

W.  T.  Baucom 
J.  M.  Hayes 
Eph  Whisenhunt 
Stephen  Morrisett 
Howard  J.  Ford 
J.  Parker  McLendon 
Dwane  R.  Campbell 


1921-1924 
1924-1927 
1927-1940 
1940-1945 
1945-1962 
1963-1969 
1971- 


Prior  to  the  pastorate  of  C.  H.  UtIey,  services  were  held  once  a  month.  Half-time  services  continued 
until  1918,  when  the  church  began  meeting  for  worship  each  Sunday.  Almost  from  its  beginning  until  1921 
the  church  received  aid  from  the  State  Mission  Board.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  self-supporting  and  has 
grown  in  its  financial  strength  to  become  a  generous  supporter  of  world  missions. 

Even  during  the  lean  depression  years  the  church  made  steady  progress  in  its  educational  organi- 
zations under  the  leadership  of  Eph  Whisenhunt.  The  pastorate  of  Rev.  Stephen  Morrisett  marked  the 
development  of  the  choirs  and  the  acquiring  of  the  property  for  the  present  building  on  Gwyn  Avenue 
Addie  Davis  was  called  as  the  first  educational  director.  She  was  succeeded  by  Ellen  Daniels  who  in  turn 
was  followed  by  Dare  Teague.  Miss  Teague  was  instrumental  m  making  the  transition  to  the  new  structure 
and  in  helping  to  further  develop  the  educational  programs. 

While  Howard  Ford  was  pastor  during  the  post-war  years,  it  was  a  time  of  growth  and  development 
for  the  congregation;  the  church  increased  in  size;  offerings  multiplied;  and  an  effective  ministry  to  the 
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community  was  maintained.  The  parsonage  was  completed  in  1949,  and  the  challenging  building  program 
undertaken  which  resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  present  facilities  in  1955.  In  addition  to  the  pastor  and 
Miss  Teague,  another  full-time  staff  member  was  called.  Miss  Frances  Cornwell  became  the  first  full-time 
minister  of  music.  Rev.  Ford  served  as  pastor  for  17  years  -  the  longest  tenure  of  any  pastor. 

Mrs.  Helen  Beeson  was  a  pioneer  in  the  music  program  of  the  church  and  one  of  her  pupils.  Miss 
Effie  Crater,  served  as  organist  for  many  years  and  after  her  retirement  as  organist  emeritus. 

The  church  membership  had  almost  doubled  during  the  late  40s  and  50's,  so  by  the  time  Parker 
McLendon  was  elected  as  pastor,  it  was  felt  that  an  assistant  pastor  was  needed  and  Flay  S  Price  was  called 
to  this  position.  He  also  served  as  educational  director  and  later  as  interim  pastor  following  Rev. 
McLendon's  resignation  and  the  election  of  Dwane  Campbell  as  pastor.  H.  Lee  Webb  was  called  as  minister 
of  music  and  was  ordained  as  a  gospel  minister  during  McLendon's  pastorate 

The  original  building  plans  were  completed  with  the  construction  of  the  chapel  and  renovation  of 
the  sanctuary  in  1967-1968,  while  McLendon  was  pastor. 

Joe  Dell  Rust,  also  an  ordained  gospel  minister,  was  elected  as  minister  of  music  around  1974,  fol- 
lowing the  resignation  of  Miss  Kay  Wiggs,  who  had  served  in  that  capacity  after  H.  Lee  Webb.  Natalie  Wil- 
liams, an  accomplished  organist,  has  served  in  this  capacity  for  many  years.  These  two  fine  musicians 
lead  the  excellent  choirs  in  a  music  ministry  that  is  a  joy  to  the  congregation  and  to  the  community. 

Each  year  the  congregation  adopts  goals  for  long  range  development  which  emphasize  a  spiritual 
ministry  specially  matched  to  the  nature  of  the  community.  One  important  facet  of  service  for  many  years 
was  providing  a  center  for  Seminary  Extension  courses  for  area  ministers. 

Dwane  Campbell  continues  to  serve  as  pastor  in  1978,  achieving  his  Doctorate  of  Ministry  in  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Rust  continues  to  serve  as  assistant  pastor  in  addition  to  his  music  ministry.  An  executive 
secretary,  a  financial  secretary,  and  a  church  hostess  complete  the  staff. 

The  sanctuary  has  a  seating  capacity  of  from  800  -  1,000  people;  the  chapel  around  180.  There  is  a 
well  equipped  educational  building,  a  library  and  conference  room,  a  kitchen  and  fellowship  hall  that 
seats  200.  plus  plenty  of  parking  space. 

Total  membership  in  1978  -  813. 
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ELKIN  VALLEY 


PASTOR: 
REV.  CHARLES  LETHCOE 


Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church  is  located  two  miles  north  of  Elkin  just  off  Highway  21,  at  118  North  Elkin 
Drive.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  with  a  large,  stained  glass  window  of  CHRIST  IN  THE  GARDEN  above  the  front 
entrance.  There  is  a  three-story  educational  plant  just  back  of  the  sanctuary  and  a  fellowship  hall,  kitchen 
and  nursery  facilities  on  the  ground  level  beneath  the  main  auditorium.  Across  the  street,  on  a  beautiful 
wooded  lot,  is  an  up-to-date  pastorium.  These  facilities  are  situated  on  approximately  fifteen  acres  of  land 
and  the  total  valuation  is  around  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

The  acquisition  and  reality  of  this  church  and  facilities  did  not  happen  overnight,  therefore  the  clock 
is  turned  back  almost  a  century  to  the  beginning  of  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church. 

Early  associational  minutes  place  the  date  of  constitution  as  1881,  but  later  records  show  actual 
organization  was  in  1884.  One  of  the  earliest  church  books  reveals  that  on  April  26,  1884,  at  the  Hendrix 
School  House  in  Surry  County,  a  Regular  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  by  Elders  Enoch  H. 
Gwyn,  John  H.  Gregory,  and  George  M.  Burcham.  At  this  organizational  meeting,  thirteen  persons,  with 
letters  from  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church,  were  accepted  for  membership.  Also  at  this  meeting.  Elder  J.  N. 
Gregory  was  chosen  pastor  and  J.  E.  Childress  was  chosen  church  clerk.  During  this  same  meeting  the 
decision  was  reached  that  the  name  of  the  church  should  be  Elkin  Valley. 

Since  the  organizational  meeting  was  held  in  the  Hendrix  School  house,  the  next  step  was  to  build  a 
"meeting  house".  A  committee  was  appointed  to  contact  Mr.  Alexander  Chatham  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Gwyn  of  the 
Methodist  Church  about  selling  the  church  some  land  near  the  Elkin  Valley  Mills,  on  which  to  build.  The 
report  reveals  these  men  refused  to  sell  this  particular  tract  of  land,  but  during  the  meeting  they  were  asked 
about  another  two-acre  tract,  approximately  one-half  mile  northwest  of  the  woolen  mills.  They  agreed  to 
sell  the  church  this  property  for  $10  (ten)  and  it  was  purchased  as  the  site  for  the  first  Elkin  Valley  Church. 

As  the  church  progressed,  they  decided  to  join  an  association,  but  even  in  this  very  small  membership, 
this  proved  to  be  a  split  vote.  One  half  wanted  to  join  Brier  Creek  Association  and  the  others  wanted  to  join 
the  Elkin  Association.  No  decision  was  reached  at  this  meeting,  but  later  the  decision  was  made  to  join  Brier 
Creek.  During  these  early  days  in  the  life  of  the  church,  the  records  reveal  an  offering  of  $4.15  for  Foreign 
Missions. 

Four  years  later,  in  1889,  for  some  reason  the  church  failed  to  report  to  the  meeting  of  the  Brier  Creek 
Association.  On  October  25,  1890,  a  committee  from  the  Elkin  Baptist  Church  (now  Elkin  First  Baptist)  came 
and  requested  that  the  church  break  up  and  unite  with  them,  but  Elkin  Valley  voted  against  such  a  move.  In 
the  summer  of  1891,  the  church  voted  to  withdraw  from  the  Brier  Creek  Association.  In  December  1891,  the 
church  joined  the  Mitchell's  River  Primitive  Association. 

A  humorous  note  and  one  that  should  awaken  present  date  deacons,  is  from  the  minutes  of  a  meeting 
on  July  4,  1908,  when  according  to  the  record,  one  of  the  deacons  fell  asleep  during  the  service,  and  it  was 
very  quickly  moved  and  seconded  that  someone  be  elected  to  fill  his  place.  Mr.  H.  D.  Woodruff  was  chosen 
to  be  ordained  as  a  deacon  to  fill  his  place. 
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For  some  reason  the  records  of  the  church  are  very  brief  from  1900  to  1912.  About  1902,  the  church 
was  moved  because  of  some  trouble  concerning  the  deed,  A  lot  approximately  three-fourths  mile  north  of 
the  original  church  was  given  to  the  church  by  H.  D.  Woodruff,  who  at  that  time  was  not  a  member  of  the 
church. 

In  1909,  the  church  asked  for  a  letter  of  dismissal  from  the  Mitchell's  River  Primitive  Baptist 
Association,  and  for  several  years  the  church  remained  an  independent  body  of  Christians,  calling 
themselves  Church  of  Christ 

On  August  3,  _1912,  the  church  again  decided  to  attach  itself  to  an  association.  Upon  application,  the 
church  was  accepted  into  the  Elkin  Association,  and  has  been  a  member  since  that  time. 

On  January  '1,  1916,  the  roll  was  revised  and  recopied.  There  were  73  members  at  this  time.  As  the  roll 
was  copied,  several  names  were  found  of  people  who  had  not  attended  church  for  some  time  and  a  special 
committee  was  appointed  to  go  and  investigate  why  they  had  been  absent. 

In  1945,  the  Rev.  Grady  White,  who  commuted  from  Statesville  to  pastor  the  church  and  was  only 
serving  half-time,  recommended  that  the  church  secure  Rev.  J.  C.  Gwaltney,  pastor  of  Grace  Baptist 
Church,  High  Point,  N.C.  This  recommendation  was  acted  upon  and  Rev.  Gwaltney  was  elected  as  the  first 
full-time  pastor  on  February  17,  1946.  A  few  months  later,  during  the  latter  half  of  1946,  a  brick  pastorium 
was  built  across  the  street  from  the  church. 

On  August  7,  1946,  the  church  voted  to  give  5%  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  Three  years  later,  on 
September  4,  1949,  this  was  raised  to  15%.  A  wonderful  revival  was  held  in  the  church  in  April  1949.  The 
Minutes  reveal  that  55  members  were  added  to  the  church. 

On  Sunday  morning,  August  7,  1949,  Rev.  Gwaltney  resigned,  effective  September  4.  A  pulpit 
committee  was  elected,  composed  of  J.  B.  Mitchell,  M.  H.  Royall,  Charlie  Nixon  and  Henry  Woodruff.  About 
this  same  time,  the  church  set  up  a  building  fund.  On  December  11,  1949,  Rev.  Walter  Christian  Guth, 
pastor  of  English  Street  Baptist  Church,  High  Point,  was  elected  pastor.  The  congregation  felt  that  God  did 
a  wonderful  thing  in  leading  the  pulpit  committee  to  Rev.  Guth,  and  that  it  was  definitely  another  turning 
point  and  milestone  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

During  1950,  the  decision  was  reached  to  build  a  new  church  and  educational  plant.  The  floor  plan  for 
the  new  church  was  approved  in  a  special  conference.  There  was  real  joy  among  the  people  as  the  beautiful, 
new  church  became  a  reality.  The  three-story  educational  plant  provided  space  for  a  completely  depart- 
mentalized Sunday  School  and  Training  Union.  The  sanctuary,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  500,  was  like  a 
dream  come  true. 

In  order  that  the  church  might  keep  its  eyes  and  heart  on  a  lost  world,  two  weeks  after  the  approval  of 
the  floor  plans  for  the  new  building.  Rev.  Guth  worked  out  a  plan  and  it  was  instituted,  whereby  members 
who  wished  to  have  a  part,  could  contribute  $1.00  per  month  toward  the  support  of  a  nationalist  missionary 
in  Argentina,  South  America.  The  congregation  felt  that  this  was  one  of  its  first  "baby  steps"  toward 
becoming  a  REAL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

In  November  1951,  Elkin  Valley  began  a  mission  Sunday  School  at  Brooks  Cross  Roads.  On  July  30, 
1951,  a  Baptist  Brotherhood  was  organized.  In  1958,  the  budget  was  set  at  $24,559.80,  more  than  double  the 
budget  of  1952.  Just  two  years  later,  the  1960  budget  was  $44,764,  almost  double  the  1958  budget. 

During  these  years,  Rev.  Guth  had  several  missionaries  who  were  home  on  furlough,  come  and  share 
information  about  their  work  and  the  needs  of  their  different  fields  of  service.  There  had  been  a  discussion 
about  providing  the  basic  support  of  a  missionary  and  on  May  1,  1963,  Mrs.  Michael  (Ethel)  Ledbetter  of 
Guatemala,  Central  America,  was  chosen  as  the  first  missionary  under  the  Faith  Promise  Plan,  whereby  any 
member  of  the  church  would  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  through  regular  contributions  in  any 
amount  above  the  regular  tithes  and  offerings.  This  proved  to  be  such  a  blessing  and  inspiration  to  the 
church  family  that  about  five  months  later  in  September  1963,  the  decision  was  made  to  underwrite  the  basic 
support  of  James  T.  Lochridge  of  the  Philippines.  Eighteen  months  later,  on  March  7,  1965,  the  church 
adopted  a  third  missionary  for  basic  support.  Dr.  Keith  Edwards  of  Nigeria,  West  Africa. 

During  these  years.  Rev.  Guth  worked  diligently  in  leading  the  congregation  to  know  real  joy  in 
becoming  a  vital  part  of  the  Great  Commission  of  our  Lord.  These  were  precious  years  of  rich  and  re- 
warding experiences  for  the  congregation.  For  many  of  the  church  family,  these  years  were  priceless,  as 
Rev.  Guth  led  them  in  deep  Bible  study,  making  God's  Word  come  alive  and  teaching  them  to  make  it  a 
vital  part  of  their  everyday  lives. 
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Rev.  Guth  had  been  in  declining  health  for  several  months  and  in  the  spring  of  1966,  he  entered  N.C. 
Baptist  Hospital,  Winston-Salem,  and  the  doctors  advised  open-heart  surgery.  The  operation  was 
performed  and  seemed  successful,  but  on  April  27,  1966,  the  beloved  pastor  and  friend,  Walter  Christian 
Guth,  went  to  be  with  our  Lord. 

Rev.  R  E.  Adams  of  Winston-Salem,  who  had  served  as  pastor  of  Elkin  Valley  for  seventeen  years  - 
from  1925  to  1942  -  and  was  never  retired,  was  called  as  interim  pastor.  On  June  29,  1966,  a  pulpit  committee 
was  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Deacons  and  elected.  The  weeks  that  followed  turned  into  months  of 
diligently  seeking  God's  will  for  the  church,  through  earnest  prayer  by  the  pulpit  committee  and  the  church 
as  a  body.  Seven  months  later,  after  what  the  committee  knew  to  be  a  definite  answer  to  their  prayers,  they 
unanimously  recommended  that  the  church  consider  Rev.  Enoch  S.  Morgan,  who  was  serving  as  pastor  of 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Boone,  N.C.  On  February  5,  1967,  Rev.  Morgan  was  extended  a  call  to  serve  as 
pastor.  Several  days  later,  after  prayerful  consideration,  he  sent  a  letter  of  acceptance.  He  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
moved  into  the  pastorium  about  the  first  of  April  1967. 

He  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  a  Men's  Chorus,  which  proved  to  be  a  spiritual  asset  to  the 
church.  It  was  composed  of  40  men  under  the  capable  direction  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Smith.  They  were  often  asked 
to  sing  at  other  churches,  at  associatJonal  meetings  and  at  civic  functions. 

Following  Rev.  Morgan's  resignation  in  1974,  Rev.  Roy  Beals,  retired  minister  of  Hickory,  was  called  as 
interim  pastor.  Rev.  Charles  Lethco,  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  Church,  Hickory,  was  called  as  pastor  in  1976, 
and  continues  to  serve  in  1978. 

The  following  young  men  have  gone  out  from  this  church  to  preach  the  Gospel: 

Joe  Wright  Tommy  Johnson 

E.  G.  Jordan  Lanny  Johnson 

George  Walters  Glenn  Dobbins 

Ivery  Couch  Joe  Blackburn 

David  L.  Fletcher  Carl  Harpe 

Hassel  Frye  Arie  Gentry 

Earl  Konkle  Charles  Settle 

Clyde  Ball 
The  sanctuary  has  been  remodeled  during  the  70's,  and  a  van  purchased  to  provide  transportation  for 
the  elderly  and  those  without  modes  of  transportation. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  as  follows  -  while  in  the  Elkin  Association: 

William  Melton  J.  C.  Gwaltney 

Grant  Cothren  W.  C.  Guth 

C.  F.  Fields  R.  E.  Adams 

Grant  Cothren  E.  S.  Morgan 

R.  E.  Adams  Roy  Beals 

E.  G.  Jordan  Charles  Lethcoe 

G.  D.  White 
Total  membership  in  1978  -  551.  Led  all  churches  in  gifts  to  missions. 
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FRIENDSHIP 

PASTOR; 
REV.  ED  RICHARDSON 


In  the  late  eighteen  hundreds  the  rich  bottom  land  along  the  Yadkin  River  began  to  attract  people  and 
those  who  had  settled  East  of  Elkin  began  to  see  the  need  for  a  place  to  worship.  A  group  of  people,  both 
Baptist  and  Methodist,  wanted  to  build  a  place  where  they  could  have  a  Sunday  School,  so  together  they 
built  the  first  little  building  for  this  purpose,  calling  it  Friendship  Church.  While  the  building  was  being 
constructed  they  decided  that  they  would  have  preaching  also,  and  that  the  denomination  (Baptist  or 
Methodist)  putting  the  most  hours  on  the  building  would  have  what  they  called  the  ruling  Sunday.  In  other 
words,  would  get  to  choose  the  Sunday  they  preferred  for  preaching.  There  was  a  crippled  man  in  the 
community  named  Jeff  Gentry,  so  because  of  his  infirmity  all  he  could  do  was  to  hew  shingles  that  were 
placed  on  the  building.  Consequently  he  had  in  more  hours  than  any  one  else  and  his  side  won.  He  was  a 
Baptist,  of  course. 

By  1895.  perhaps  because  of  doctrinal  differences,  there  were  only  those  left  of  Baptist  belief.  How- 
ever, there  were  still  differences.  Some  held  to  washing  of  feet,  but  not  in  Sunday  School.  Some  wanted 
Sunday  School  but  not  foot  washing.  In  1895,  they  settled  on  being  called  Union  Baptist,  believing  and 
practicing  both.  So  with  twelve  charter  members  the  adventure  was  started.  The  church  made  some 
progress  as  the  months  and  years  went  by.  A  partial  list  of  pastors  serving  this  Union  Baptist  Church  were; 

Rev.  Gregory  Rev.  Zeb  D.  Adams 

Rev.  Billy  Melton  Rev,  Benny  Casstevens 

Rev.  Brae  Woodruff 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  church  was  organized  in  the  old  J.  M.  Gentry  home  place,  where 
Sunbeam  Corporation  has  established  a  business  with  beautiful  surroundings. 

During  one  of  the  Revival  Meetings  a  young  man  was  invited  to  preach.  They  were  so  impressed  with 
him  that  sometime  later  he  was  asked  to  become  their  pastor.  He  agreed  to  do  so,  if  the  church  would  agree 
to  become  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  It  was  only  under  this  circumstance  that  he  would  accept.  The 
church  consented  to  change  and  in  1914.  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Draughn  was  called  as  pastor.  He  served  the  church 
faithfully  and  well  for  44  years  plus.  In  1958,  the  Rev.  Draughn  decided  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  serve 
the  church,  so  he  retired.  The  church  then  called  Glenn  Dobbins  as  pastor.  He  served  until  1976,  at  which 
time  Ed  Richardson  became  pastor  and  continues  to  serve  in  1978. 

The  church  has  had  building  programs  throughout  the  years.  There  is  adequate  educational  space  and 
the  congregation  is  looking  forward  to  having  a  new  sanctuary  in  the  future.  The  church  also  has  a  bus. 

A  few  years  ago  the  church  acquired  21  acres  of  land,  and  a  new  Fellowship  Hall  is  located  on  the 
property. 

The  church  has  approximately  200  members,  and  ranks  among  the  top  five  in  mission  gifts  in  the  Elkin 
Association.  Worship  services  are  held  each  Sunday,  also  mid-week  prayer  service.  There  is  an  active 
Training  Union  and  a  fairly  strong  music  program. 

Friendship  Church  joined  the  Elkin  Association  in  1959,  coming  from  the  Surry  Association, 

Pastors  since  1914: 

T.  S.  Draughn  Ed  Richardson 

Glenn  Dobbins 
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fe^  LITTLE  ELKIN 

-/^  PASTOR:  REV.  ROGER  GROGE 


Little  Elkin  Baptist  Church  was  organized  April  22,  1905.  The  Presbytery  consisted  of  the  Rev.  G.  M. 
Burcham,  Rev.  A.  E.  Myers,  Rev.  L.  B.  Murray,  Rev.  C.  W.  Cheek  and  Rev.  W,  W.  Myers.  There  were  twenty- 
nine  charter  members,  mainly  from  Macedonia  and  Cool  Springs  Churches.  Seven  families  were  included: 
C.  R.  Durhams  John  Wagoners  Plutina  Settles 

Tom  Smiths  J.  M.  Vanhoys 

Bart  Blackburns  William  Moneys 

The  church  was  organized  in  the  Little  Elkin  School  house,  located  on  a  wooded  hill  side,  southeast 
of  the  Tucker  Road  (now  called  the  Little  Elkin  Road),  near  the  Bart  Blackburn  home,  now  the  home  of 
Clifton  Laster. 

The  Rev.  L.  B.  Murray  was  the  first  pastor:  Tom  Smith,  clerk:  John  Wagoner  and  C.  R.  Durham,  the  first 
deacons. 

A  building  committee  was  elected  May  27,  1905,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  some  land  and  starting  a 
building.  A  deed  for  a  three-corner  lot  on  the  southeast  side  of  Tucker  Road  and  north  of  the  Blackburn 
home,  was  approved  July  27,  1905.  However,  for  some  reason  the  building  was  not  started  for  a  few  years 
and  the  congregation  continued  to  worship  in  the  school  house.  A  new  building  committee  was  appointed 
early  in  1914  and  during  the  latter  part  of  that  year  the  congregation  moved  into  its  first  building. 

The  church  joined  the  Elkin  Association  in  September  1915.  Conference  and  worship  services  were 
held  on  the  fourth  Saturday  and  the  fourth  Sunday  mornings. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  land  for  a  cemetery  December  22,  1923.  The  cemetery  plot 
was  donated  by  Mrs.  Leah  Blackburn,  January  28,  1924.  In  1944,  the  church  placed  a  monument  at  her 
grave. 

The  first  janitor  appointed  by  the  church  was  Clifton  M.  Laster  in  1930.  Elza  Byrd  was  the  first  minister 
to  be  ordained  in  the  church  in  1932.  The  following  year,  John  H.  Luffman  was  ordained  on  September  23. 

In  June  1937,  the  church  was  painted  outside  for  a  cost  of  $106.90  and  in  July  of  1939,  it  was  painted 
on  the  inside  for  a  cost  of  $107.13. 

In  1943,  plans  were  discussed  for  building  Sunday  School  rooms  and  to  start  a  building  fund.  On 
March  12,  1944,  J.  Martin  Luffman  was  ordained  as  a  minister.  After  a  great  deal  of  discussion  about  the 
Sunday  School  rooms  and  not  having  room  needed  for  expanding  on  the  three-corner  lot,  it  was  decided  to 
build  a  new  building.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Money  donated  a  150'x250'  lot  on  top  of  the  hill  above  the  old 
church. 

On  November  25,  1945,  Marvin  Burcham  was  ordained  as  a  minister.  On  April  26,  1947,  T.  G.  Gambill, 
Percy  Felts  and  Ted  Lyons  were  elected  as  trustees.  A  building  committee  was  elected  on  January  22,  1949: 
Claude  Key,  T.  G.  Gambill,  Percy  Felts,  Walter  Byrd,  and  Howard  Money.  On  March  14,  the  same  year,  they 
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were  given  full  responsibility  for  the  building  and  plans.  In  May,  the  church  borrowed  55,000  dollars  and  in 
October  $2,000  dollars  more  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  building  and  installing  a  heating  system. 
The  congregation  moved  into  the  completed  building  on  Thanksgiving  Day  1949.  The  approximate 
cost  up  to  that  time  was  $23,000  dollars  After  moving  into  the  new  building,  the  old  structure  was  sold  at 
auction.  The  Rev.  Glenn  Dobbins  served  as  auctioneer  and  buyer  was  Clifton  Smith. 

Before  moving  into  the  new  building.  Southern  Desk  Company  of  Hickory  installed  forty-three  theatre- 
type  seats  for  the  choir  at  a  cost  of  $400  dollars  and  the  next  year  new  pews  were  installed  at  a  cost  of  $2,365 
dollars  On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November  1955,  the  church  building  was  dedicated  and  a  note-burning  was 
held.  The  Rev  Roy  Franklin  delivered  the  dedication  sermon  and  Rev.  W.  B.  Luffman,  the  dedication  prayer. 
Garfield  Gambill  was  ordained  into  the  ministry,  November  15,  1952.  In  the  early  part  of  1957,  the 
church  borrowed  $2,500  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling  the  belfry  and  to  do  more  work  in  the 
basement  The  road  by  the  church  was  paved  in  the  latter  part  of  1961,  and  in  July  1962,  Carter  and  Kirk 
Paving  Company  graded  the  parking  lots  and  the  road  around  the  church  and  put  down  stone  base  for 
blacktopping.  In  November  1966, the  paving  was  done. 

From  September  1967.  through  August  1968,  the  church  building  was  re-roofed,  floors  refinished,  fully 
painted  inside  and  outside,  and  carpet  laid. 

Services  are  now  held  twice  each  Sunday  and  the  grand  total  membership  is  306.  A  church  bus 
increases  its  ministry  in  a  rural  area. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  as  follows: 

L,  B.  Murray  Willie  Luffman 

J.  W.  Bryant  Roy  Franklin 

Levi  McCann  Emmett  Caudle 

J.  Matt  Absher  Albert  Brackens 

Ed  O.  Miller  John  R,  Miller 

J.  H.  Luffman  Roger  Groce 

Lester  Johnson 
Total  valuation  of  church  property  in  1978,  including  the  pastors  home  is  $135,000.  Total  church 
budget  is  around  $50,000  dollars. 
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MACEDONIA 

PASTOR:   REV.   BILL  PRUITT 


The  Macedonia  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1876,  with  Rev.  E.  N.  (Newt)  Gwyn,  pastor;  G.  C. 
Poplin,  church  clerk.  The  congregation  worshiped  in  a  log  cabin  about  three-fourths  mile  northwest  of 
Tharpe's  Mill  in  a  grove,  what  is  now  C.  R.  Byrds  field.  The  revivals  were  held  in  the  grove  in  the  summer 
time.  Later  another  log  cabin  was  built  on  the  crest  of  what  is  now  the  cemetery  at  the  present  site. 

A  wood  arbor  40  feet  wide  and  80  feet  long  was  built  of  heavy  timbers  several  feet  north  of  this  log 
cabin.  The  posts  were  12  inches  square  set  on  rock  pillars.  Heavy  timbers  were  used  as  plates  and  girders. 
All  this  frame  work  was  morticed  and  pegged  together  with  pegs  iv?  to  2  inches  in  diameter  and  12  inches 
long,  to  support  the  self-supporting  roof.  The  pulpit  stand  was  built  in  the  west  end  of  this  arbor  which  was 
used  for  revival  meetings,  large  group  singings,  camp  meetings,  etc.  There  is  some  reference  to  a  Sunday 
School  being  organized  around  1879. 

Church  records  show  that  in  1879,  a  committee  of  delegates  was  elected  to  attend  the  "convention" 
held  at  Pleasant  Home  Church.  "This  appears  to  have  been  some  kind  of  associational  meeting.  '  The 
handwritten  "convention"  report  shows  that  this  meeting  was  held  on  June  28,  1879,  and  that  Macedonia 
Church  was  represented  along  with  other  churches  interested  in  forming  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 

Rev.  D.  J.  Roberts  served  as  pastor  from  1880  to  1887,  and  old  Minutes  show  that  G.  C.  Poplin  served 
as  church  clerk  during  this  time.  J.  T.  Edwards  was  listed  as  church  clerk  from  1887  through  1924. 

Other  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are: 


John  Hughes 
J.  W.  Burchette 
J.  J.  Beach 
C.  W.  Utiey 
J.  J.  Beach 
J.  W.  Burchette 
J.  W.  Bryant 
I.  W.  Vestal 
Lloyd  Pardue 


1887-1894 
1894-1902 
1902-1903 
1903-1904 
1904-1907 
1907-1910 
1910-1933 
1933-1939 
1939-1949 


J.  F.  Woodruff 
R.  A,  Call 
Carnie  Shugart 
Tommy  Collins 
Vacant 

William  Pardue 
Herbert  Caudle 
Bill  Pruitt 


1949-1954 
1954-1958 
1958-1962 
1962-1965 
1965-1966 
1966-1969 
1969-1972 
1972- 


Other  clerks  are  as  follows: 

C.  R.  Byrd 

E.  F.  Edwards 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Edwards 

C.  R.  Byrd 

C.  A.  Burchette,  Jr. 


Albert  Collins 
Mrs.  Linville(Ella)  Walker 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Burchette,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Linville  (Ella)  Walker 


For  some  reason  in  late  1893,  the  church  voted  to  change  the  time  of  preaching  from  the  first  Sunday 
to  the  third  Sunday  of  the  month  and  mention  is  made  of  members  being  baptized  by  preachers  other  than 
Rev.  Hughes.  However,  J.  W.  Burchette  assumed  his  duties  as  pastor  early  in  1894.  It  was  during  the  second 
year  of  his  pastorate  that  the  one-room,  white  frame  building,  32  by  64  feet,  was  built  just  east  of  the  arbor. 
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The  old  arbor  was  used  as  a  place  to  hitch  horses  and  mules  during  services  for  many  years  It  was  torn 
down  by  Berlie  Cockerham  and  moved  away.  Rev.  Burchette  served  the  church  for  10  years  -  two  different 
tenures. 

In  1902,  it  seems  that  the  pastor  moved  from  the  area  and  found  it  difficult  to  hold  meetings  on  a 
regular  basis.  The  church  instructed  the  cleric  to  write  the  pastor  asking  him  to  make  arrangements  to  hold 
regular  services,  or  to  resign  as  pastor.  Apparently  he  resigned,  as  soon  after  this,  the  deacons  were 
appointed  to  secure  a  supply  pastor  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

In  May  1903,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  a  meeting  in  Dobson,  North  Carolina,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  new  association.  At  a  later  meeting,  the  church  voted  to  ask  for  a  letter  of  dismission 
from  the  Elkin  Association  and  to  join  the  new  association  formed  at  Little  Richmond,  North  Carolina  (Surry 
Association). 

In  1907,  under  Rev.  Burchettes  second  pastorate,  George  Settle  was  secured  as  the  first  sexton  at  a 
salary  of  six  dollars  a  year. 

J.  W.  Bryant  served  for  twenty-two  years  as  pastor  1910-1932.  the  longest  term  served  by  one  pastor  in 
the  history  of  the  church.  According  to  old  Minutes,  Macedonia  Church  came  back  to  the  Elkm  Association 
in  1922  and  the  association  met  there  in  1925.  A  Sunday  School  Convention  was  held  there  in  1927  and  in 
1928,  the  Sunday  School  was  organized  and  held  at  9:30  a.m. 

In  October  1923.  $88.75  was  collected  in  pledges  for  roofing  and  painting  the  building  Members 
volunteered  the  labor. 

It  was  during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Pardue  m  the  1940s  that  the  church  built  five  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  a  vestibule  to  the  front  of  the  church,  using  lumber  donated  by  Clyde  Burchette,  Sr.  The 
lumber  came  from  the  old  Buggaboo  School  House.  Also,  under  Rev.  Pardues  guidance,  "something 
special  for  the  Thomasville  Orphanage  m  1942"  consisted  of  twenty-five  cases  of  filled  cans  delivered  to  the 
orphanage.  Preaching  services  were  extended  to  two  services  per  month  in  1944,  Baptist  Training  Union 
organized  in  1945,  Wednesday  night  prayer  service  and  choir  practice  were  instituted  in  1947,  and  a  regular 
church  budget  was  adopted.  Physical  improvements  included  a  new  heating  system,  leveling  the  cemetery 
and  beautifying  the  grounds. 

There  were  a  few  months,  from  July  to  October  in  1949,  that  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  and  Rev. 
C.  C.  Cockerham,  an  ordained  minister  in  the  church,  served  as  pastor  most  of  that  time  He  also  served  as 
assistant  pastor  for  a  year  or  so  during  Rev.  Pardues  pastorate. 

During  the  pastorate  of  J.  F.  Woodruff,  the  following  recommendations  were  made  by  the  deacons 
and  adopted  by  the  church  in  June  1954: 

1.  "Anyone  speaking  out  of  order  during  church  conference  is  automatically  silenced  until 
reinstated.  Being  out  of  order  is  to  wit:" 

A.  Speaking  without  being  recognized  by  the  moderator. 

B.  Speaking  in  anger  even  though  the  speaker  has  the  floor. 

C.  Calling  someone  names  that  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  Christian  spirit. 

D.  To  be  reinstated  the  person  must  be  in  conference  and  apologize  to  the  person 
involved  and  to  the  church. 

2.  Recommended  that  $465.00  be  taken  from  the  general  fund  and  placed  with  the  $53500 
in  the  building  fund  to  make  $1,000.00.  The  fund  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Elkin-Jonesville 
Building  and  Loan  Association. 

The  church  continued  to  grow  under  the  leadership  of  R.  A.  Call,  who  was  elected  pastor  in  1954, 
following  Rev.  Woodruff.  Mrs.  Nell  Flynn  was  elected  church  librarian  in  1956,  and  in  April  1958,  a  ground- 
breaking service  was  held  by  Rev.  Call  for  a  new  20-room  educational  building.  Pictures  were  taken, 
showing  the  congregation  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  church  with  T.  L.  Byrd,  age  81,  a  deacon,  at  the 
shovel.  The  educational  building  was  constructed  during  that  year  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  Practically  all  the 
lumber  was  furnished  by  the  members.  The  only  items  bought  were  blocks  for  the  basement  walls,  brick  for 
brick  veneering,  windows,  doors,  etc.,  to  complete  the  outside.  John  Tharpe  and  Bland  Martin  engaged 
Newman  Brothers  to  drill  a  well  that  furnished  fifteen  gallons  of  water  per  minute. 

In  1959,  after  Carnie  Shugart  was  elected  pastor,  the  first  item  of  business  conducted  by  the  church 
was  to  borrow  money  from  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  North  Wilkesboro,  for  use  in  finishing  the  educational 
building.  The  note  was  burned  in  the  early  part  of  1962.  Plans  were  also  formulated  for  remodeling  and 
enlarging  the  existing  church  building. 

59 


This  remodeling  venture  was  completed  while  Tommy  Collins  was  pastor,  with  money  borrowed  from 
the  Northwestern  Bank  of  North  Wilkesboro,  and  from  private  donations  for  windows,  pews,  and  other 
necessities.  A  plaque  was  placed  in  each  window  sill  stating  for  whom  the  memorial  was  given.  Light  oak 
pews  and  pulpit  furniture  were  chosen  for  the  sanctuary  which  was  constructed  by  J.  W.  Shepherd 
Construction  of  Elkin,  at  a  cost  of  $22,800. 

The  dedication  service  for  the  sanctuary  was  held  on  May  30,  1965.  The  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Tommy  Johnson. 

A  piano  was  given  by  the  Woman  s  Missionary  Society  and  the  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

It  was  also  while  Rev.  Collins  was  pastor  that  the  church  voted  to  hold  worship  service  each  Sunday. 

Rev.  N.  C.  Teague  served  as  interim  pastor  from  September  26,  1965  through  December  1965. 

Rev.  Malvin  C.  Swicegood,  Associational  Missionary,  served  as  interim  pastor  from  January  2,  1966 
until  October  1966. 

On  July  31,  1966,  a  fifth  Sunday,  a  Homecoming  Service  was  arranged  by  the  members  and  interim 
pastor.  Rev.  Swicegood.  A  former  pastor,  Carnie  Shugart,  brought  an  inspiring  message.  Other  former 
pastors  present  were  Lloyd  Pardue,  Jessie  Woodruff,  Tommy  Collins,  and  Carl  Cockerham,  a  member  of  the 
church.  For  several  years,  it  had  been  the  custom  to  have  a  Homecoming  Service  each  year,  with  some 
former  pastor  bringing  the  message. 

The  church  had  been  searching  for  a  pastor  for  nearly  a  year,  when  one  was  found  that  the 
congregation  felt  was  an  answer  to  prayer.  On  August  28,  1966,  in  a  special  conference  with  Rev. 
Cockerham,  moderator  protem.  Brother  William  Wayne  Pardue  of  Elkin,  was  elected  pastor. 

On  October  1 ,  1966,  Brother  Pardue  delivered  the  messages  at  both  the  morning  and  evening  services. 
Following  the  evening  message,  the  church  convened  in  conference  with  Rev.  Cockerham,  moderator 
protem.  Church  doors  were  opened.  Brother  and  Mrs.  Pardue  and  son  Stephen  joined  by  letter  from  North 
Phoenix  Baptist  Church,  Phoenix,  Arizona,  from  which  Brother  Pardue  had  been  licensed  to  preach.  He 
majored  in  Bible  at  Grand  Canyon  College  of  Phoenix.  Another  son,  Mark,  came  forward  with  the  rest  of  the 
family,  as  a  candidate  for  baptism.  He  was  later  baptized  by  his  father. 

On  October  8,  1966,  William  Wayne  Pardue  was  ordained  by  the  church  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 
The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Swicegood.  In  his  message,  he  said  there  was  a  man  sent  from 
God  whose  name  was  "William. ' 

During  Rev.  Pardue's  pastorate,  the  parking  area  was  paved  in  May  1967,  at  a  cost  of  $1,205,  and  a 
speaker  placed  in  the  nursery.  Much  improvement  was  also  made  in  the  cemetery  and  on  the  grounds. 
Seven  rooms  in  the  basement,  halls,  and  floors  in  the  educational  building  were  finished. 

A  note  burning  ceremony  was  held  in  May  1971,  signifying  that  the  building  was  free  of  debt.  A 
dedication  ceremony  was  held  with  several  former  pastors  present.  This  was  during  the  pastorate  of  Herbert 
Caudle,  who  served  less  than  two  years. 

Several  ministers  filled  the  pulpit  during  the  search  for  a  new  pastor,  including  Clyde  Church,  who 
served  as  interim  pastor  for  about  six  months. 

In  October  1972,  Rev.  Bill  Pruitt  was  accepted  unanimously  by  the  church  as  its  pastor  and  he 
continues  to  serve  in  1978.  During  his  pastorate  the  church  has  joined  the  Biblical  Recorder  family  plan,  the 
library  has  been  enlarged,  tape  recorder  and  tapes  purchased  for  use  by  the  Extension  Department, 
purchase  of  an  organ,  covers  for  sheet  music,  toys,  sheets  and  blankets  for  nursery,  a  weekly  church 
bulletin  is  provided,  all  church  pews  have  been  cushioned,  booster  heater  for  baptistry  has  been  provided, 
improvements  made  to  the  sanctuary  and  to  the  church  steeple.  A  Youth  Choir  has  been  organized  and 
Hymn  Books  for  this  choir  were  given  by  J.  K.  Tharpe.  A  bus  ministry  was  started  in  1974. 

The  Centennial  Celebration  was  held  in  June  1976. 

Total  membership  in  1978  -  219. 
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MINERAL 
SPRINGS 

PASTOR: 
REV.  KENNETH   HYDE 


Mineral  Springs  Baptist  Church  began  as  a  Brush  A 
the  church  was  organized  with  the  following  charter  m 

T.  E.  Johnson 
Rev.  Tommy  Luffman 
Will  Freeman 
Sherman  Clonch 
Mrs.  Lula  Clonch 
J,  H.  Byrd 
J.  W,  Byrd 
Rev,  Tommy  Luffman  was  called  as  the  first  pastor 
are  as  follows: 

Woodrow  Wishon      1943-1945 
Martin  Luffman  1945-1946 

Clifford  Vestal  1946-1951 

L.  E.  Myers  1951-1954 

George  Nankins        1954-1958 
Lloyd  Culler  1958-1962 


rbor  in  the  summer  of  1940.  On  October  30,  1940, 
embers: 

Mrs.  Rosa  Vestal 

Mrs.  Nancy  Freeman 

Miss  Emma  Freeman 

Mrs.  Martha  Hemric 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Byrd 

Mrs.  Mollie  Cummings 

and  served  until  November  of  1943,  Other  pastors 


Jeter  Porch 
R.  M.  Shaw 
William  J.  Jones 
Vance  Edwards 
Walter  Turner 
Kenneth  Hyde 


1962-1964 
1964-1968 
1970-1974 
1974-1977 
1977-1978 
1978- 


The  congregation  feels  that  three  interim  pastors  have  made  significant  contributions  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  church.  They  are  Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe,  who  served  afterthe  resignation  of  Rev.  Nankins 
and  again  following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Culler:  Charles  Trammel,  who  served  after  the  resignation  of 
Rev,  Porch  and  again  after  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Shaw,  and  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  an 
automobile  accident.  After  this  tragedy  the  church  called  Rev.  E.  G.  Jordan,  who  served  until  Rev.  Jones  was 
called. 

The  church  began  a  full-time  ministry  in  1948  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Clifford  Vestal. 

The  church  has  grown  from  that  small  number  of  members  in  the  beginning  in  1940,  to  a  grand  total 
membership  in  1978  of  385 

The  church  first  occupied  a  one-room  building  located  on  Mineral  Springs  Drive  in  Jonesville.  The  first 
addition  was  built  in  1947  in  the  form  of  Sunday  School  rooms.  Again  in  1951,  more  Sunday  School  rooms 
were  added  and  the  entire  building  was  bricked.  The  parsonage  was  also  built  at  this  time. 

In  February  1965,  the  parsonage  was  remodeled.  The  entire  house  was  redone  and  a  family  room  was 
built  in  the  basement. 

In  May  1963,  the  church  decided  to  build  a  Fellowship  Building  on  some  property  directly  behind  the 
parsonage.  This  property  was  donated  by  Willie  Gregory.  At  this  time  only  a  picnic  shelter  and  some  tables 
were  built,  and  in  June  1965,  a  Fellowship  Building  was  constructed  that  could  be  used  for  any  church 
activity. 

In  October  1964,  the  church  voted  to  go  on  a  rotating  deacon  system  and  the  following  men  have 
served  the  church  as  deacons,  some  now  deceased: 
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J.  W.  Byrd  Rufus  Wilmoth  Victor  Poindexter 

T.  E.  Johnson  Charles  Casstevens  Houston  Burcham 

Ivory  Wagoner  Mike  Case  Kent  Steel 

Will  Freeman  Leslie  Carrico  Johnny  York 

Odell  Harp  Arthur  Winters  Gilbert  Nance 

Herman  Alexander  Gilmer  Macemore  Bill  Wilmoth 

Jake  Teague  Albert  Vestal  Larry  Collins 

Glenn  Vestal  Bill  Harris 

Aubrey  Martin  Clyde  Brown 

A  nursery  was  added  to  the  church  in  1958,  and  in  February  1965,  the  church  voted  to  start  a  depart- 
mental Sunday  School. 

In  1959,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  led  in  the  organization  of  a  Sunday  School  Class  for  the  silent 
people  in  this  area  -  a  pioneer  undertaking.  Due  to  a  lack  of  teachers  to  keep  this  work  going,  the  class  was 
dropped  but  the  work  was  later  taken  up  by  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  and  has  become  a  vital  part  of  that 
church  ministry. 

The  following  men  have  been  ordained  into  the  ministry  by  the  church: 
Tommy  Luffman  Hugh  Finney 

Clifford  Vestal  Ted  Macemore 

Sherman  Weatherman  Burr  Holcomb 

Joel  Johnson 

In  February  1961,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Culler,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  church,  a  building  fund 
was  set  up  for  a  new  church  building  in  the  distant  future.  The  Jack  Ray  property  on  Cedarbrook  Drive  in 
Jonesville  was  purchased  in  1958  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  new  church  at  such  a  time  as  the  need 
arose. 

In  September  1965,  the  church  elected  a  long  range  planning  committee  for  the  purpose  of  planning 
a  new  church.  Serving  on  this  committee  were: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Winters  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Harris 

Mrs.  Lorene  Ingool  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Alexander 

Mrs.  Regina  Martin  Ball  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Macemore 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Poindexter  Rev.  and  Mrs.  M,  W    Shaw 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Martin  Aubrey  Martin 

Mrs.  Hugh  Vestal 

In  September  1967,  a  building  committee  was  elected  by  the  church  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Arthur  Winters  Paul  Martin 

Mrs.  Gilmer  Macemore  Jim  Combs 

Mrs.  Lorene  Ingool  Transou  Boles 

Charles  Casstevens  Tommy  Collins 

Mike  Case  Victor  Poindexter 

This  committee  began  its  work  and  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  1968.  the  congregation  moved  into  the 
new  church. 

The  church  is  known  for  its  interest,  concern,  and  help  for  the  less  fortunate  of  the  community.  It 
supports  Associational  Missions  and  all  phases  of  Baptist  work  through  gifts  to  missions.  There  is  a  good 
program  of  teaching  and  training.  Each  member  has  the  opportunity  for  study  in  the  Bible  and  other  phases 
of  church  work  through  Church  Study  Courses  from  time  to  time. 

Total  membership  in  1978  -  385.  An  activity  bus  makes  it  possible  for  the  young  people  to  attend 
various  Baptist  functions  for  this  age  group. 


62 


MOUNT  PLEASANT 

PASTOR:  REV.  TOBIE  STONE 


On  November  6,  1886,  a  presbytery  of  four  men  -  A,  J.  Williams,  C.  F.  Fields,  Esquire  Dickerson,  and  J. 
W,  Fields  -  met  at  Cockerham  s  old  store  They  organized  and  elected  a  moderator,  a  spokesman,  and  a 
secretary    This  body  examined  nine  charter  members: 

P,  H,  Cockerham  M,  A.  Golden 

J    V    Golden  M,  S.  Golden 

M    G    Sneed  E.  Stonestreet 

R,  F    Hamby  N.  J.  Dickerson 

Sallie  G    Cockerham 

Their  articles  of  faith  were  found  orthodox.  A  church  covenant  was  entered  into,  and  the  spokesman, 
C    F    Fields,  led  an  organizing  prayer. 

The  presbytery  pronounced  them  an  independent  church.  It  was  named  Mount  Pleasant  at  the  request 
of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  new  members.  Pleasant  Henderson  Cockerham,  Rev.  G.  M.  Burcham  was  elected  as 
first  pastor.  The  Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month  was  to  be  the  meeting  day. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in  a  brush  arbor.  On  April  30,  1887,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  one-room, 
boxed  building  on  an  acre  of  land  given  by  f\/lr.  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Dickerson.  This  building  was  used  until  1905, 
when  a  larger  building  was  started.  Several  years  later,  a  Sunday  School  was  organized  and  held  about  three 
months  of  each  year.  The  Sunday  School  collection  averaged  about  forty  cents  each  Sunday.  Only  one 
preaching  service  was  held  each  month.  In  the  early  thirties,  it  was  decided  to  have  two  services  a  month. 
The  record  shows  that  one  pastor  preached  once  a  month  for  a  whole  year  and  received  a  total  of  eleven 
dollars,  five  of  which  was  given  by  one  member. 

During  the  depression  years,  the  church  was  remodeled  to  provide  seven  Sunday  School  rooms, 
outside  toilets  were  added,  and  a  connecting  road  to  the  highway  was  built.  The  church  was  also  painted  at 
this  time 

In  1947,  the  church  called  J.  D.  Wyatt  as  first  full-time  pastor.  At  this  time,  new  Sunday  School  classes 
were  also  formed,  atong  with  Training  Union,  WMU.  RA,  GA,  and  Sunbeam  organizations,  also  regular  Bible 
study    At  this  time,  a  new  five-room  bungalow  was  purchased  for  a  pastorium. 

In  1951,  the  cemetery  was  landscaped  and  grassed  and  gravemarkers  added.  In  this  same  year,  a 
twenty  by  forty  feet  activity  building  was  erected  to  be  used  for  Sunday  School  rooms  and  group  activities. 
One  end  of  the  building  was  equipped  as  a  kitchen. 

In  1952.  the  church  bought  three  acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  church  property,  for  expansion  and  the 
development  of  a  community  recreation  center. 
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In  1953,  the  church  was  selected  as  one  in  the  top  five  in  North  Carolina  in  the  church  development 
program.  There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  churches  entering  this  program.  In  1954,  the  church 
placed  third  in  the  same  program  sponsored  by  North  Carolina  State  College, 

In  1955,  the  church,  seeing  a  definite  need  for  expansion  and  better  facilities,  starting  a  building  fund. 
After  five  years  of  study  and  planning,  the  present  modern  structure  was  built  -  an  auditorium  and  a  twenty- 
four  room,  three-story  educational  plant  for  a  total  cost  of  $75,000.  One  charter  member,  M.  G.  Sneed,  lived 
to  take  part  m  the  dedication  in  April  1961, 

In  1967,  a  modern  three-bedroom  pastorium  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  on  a  lot  adjacent  to  the 
church.  In  1968,  the  old  church  grounds  were  developed  into  cemetery  plots  and  the  old  cemetery  was 
remapped,  thus  adding  much  needed  space  to  the  cemetery. 

Church  members  licensed  to  preach  are  Charles  Freeman,  David  Turner,  and  Larry  Turner,  ordained, 
1969  is  reported  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  years  in  the  history  of  the  church  m  the  way  of  physical 
improvements. 

The  parking  area  and  driveways  were  paved. 

The  recreation  park,  sponsored  by  State  Road  4-H  Club  was  finished. 
An  organ  was  purchased. 

Sixty-five  folding  chairs  were  bought  for  the  chapel. 
Six  thousand  dollars  ($6,000)  was  paid  on  the  church  debt. 

The  congregation  feels  that  the  Lord  has  truly  blessed  this  church  in  many  ways  from  its  beginning  to 
the  present  time. 

Over  the  years,  from  the  beginning  of  one  acre  of  ground  donated,  there  have  been  additions  through 
donations  and  purchases  of  one,  two.  and  three-acre  plots,  making  a  total  of  approximately  fifteen  acres. 
These  comparative  figures  reflect  the  growth  of  the  church.  In  1942,  the  total  gifts  were  $733.88.  In  1969,  the 
total  gifts  were  $24,000,  and  total  membership  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Value  of  church  property 
was  $125,000.  In  1978,  total  gifts  amounted  to  $60,793,  total  evaluation  of  church  property  set  at  $286,000, 
and  total  membership  548.  The  church  is  debt  free.  A  bus  and  a  van  increase  its  ministry. 
The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church: 

G.  M.  Burcham  J.  W.  Bryant  W.  R    Kimberlin 

C.  F.  Fields  J    L    Powers  L.  J.  Rainey 

A.  J.  Williams  B.  F.  Peeler  Tommy  Johnson 

B    Mathis  D.  G.  Reece  C.  B    Trammel 

S.   E.  Gentry  Grant  Cothren  Bency  Smith 

William  Hollman  A.  B.  Hayes  Tobie  Stone 

L.  B.  Murray  J.  D    Wyatt 
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OAK  GROVE 

PASTOR:   REV,  JOEL  G    JOHNSON 


Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church  had  its  beginning  on  September  24,  1944,  when  a  Sunday  School  was 
organized.  Rev.  W.  A.  Eichelberger.  who  was  connected  with  the  American  Sunday  School  Association, 
aided  in  its  organization.  The  old  Orange  Chapel  Schoolhouse.  no  longer  used  by  the  Wilkes  County  Board 
of  Education,  was  the  meeting  place. 

On  March  17,  1946.  the  church  was  organized.  The  presbytery  consisted  of  Rev.  C,  M.  Caudill, 
chairman;  Rev.  G.  W.  Sebastian,  secretary;  Rev.  J.  G.  Huffman  and  Rev.  J.  E.  Hayes.  The  sixteen  charter 
members  are  as  follows: 


Mrs.  H.  E.  Anthony 
J.  N.  Blackburn 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Blackburn 
Rev.  R.  A.  Call 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Call 
Charles  H.  Dancy 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dancy 
Ernest  Elmore 

Pastors  from  organization  to  present  time  are: 
R.  A.  Call  (interim)       1946 


Mrs.  Ernest  Elmore 
G    J.  Myers 
Grover  C.  Tharpe 
Mrs,  Grover  C.  Tharpe 
L.  D.  Wiles 
Mrs.  L,  D.  Wiles 
J.  D.  Wyatt 
Mrs.  S,  E    Wyatt 


Gilbert  Macemore 
L.  J.  Pardue 
John  West 
A.  G.  Pruitt 
Clete  Simmons 


1946-1953 
1953-1955 
1955-1957 
1957-1962 
1962-1963 


Church  clerks  in  chronological  order  are: 

Grover  C.  Tharpe 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Watts 


A.  C    Pruitt 
Dean  Dillard 
Herbert  Caudle 
Harvey  White 
Joel  G.  Johnson 


O.  G.  Tharpe 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Watts 


1963-1964     (Int.) 

1964-1966 

1966-1969 

1969-1976 

1976- 


On  the  fourth  Sunday  night  of  September  1946,  the  building  program  had  its  beginning  when  the 
location  for  the  new  church  was  agreed  upon. 

The  building  and  finance  committee  had  been  appointed  in  June  of  that  year  and  the  location  chosen 
was  the  Orange  Chapel  School  lot  which  was  secured  from  the  Wilkes  County  Board  of  Education  by  Bro 
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Grover  C.  Tharpe,  who  donated  the  property  to  the  church.  On  this  same  date  in  September,  the  church 
voted  to  offer  its  entrance  into  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association, 

Plans  approved  by  the  congregation  for  the  new  building  called  for  a  structure  to  be  34'  x  54'  and  to 
have  a  full  size  basement. 

Much  of  the  labor  as  well  as  materials  was  donated  by  members  and  friends  of  the  church,  but  an 
amount  of  $12,000  was  borrowed  from  Brother  L.  D,  Wiles.  The  note  was  fully  paid  in  May  1952.  At  that  time, 
it  was  decided  to  begin  work  on  the  Sunday  School  rooms  which  had  not  yet  been  added.  On  August  16, 
1953,  Grover  C.  Tharpe.  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  reported  that  the  church  building  was 
completed  and  ready  for  dedication.  The  dedication  service  was  held  the  third  Sunday  night  in  September 
1953. 

Improvements  were  continually  made  on  the  church  building  and  church  grounds  but  no  major 
additions  were  made  until  the  years  1966  and  1967  when  five  new  Sunday  School  rooms  were  built,  a  deep 
well  drilled,  a  water  cooler  installed,  and  two  rest  rooms  added.  In  1970  and  1971 ,  the  parking  lot  was  paved 
and  the  church  air-conditioned  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $3,700.  Total  cost  of  church  building  and 
improvements  at  that  time  were  estimated  to  be  around  $40,000.  Membership  was  191. 

In  1978,  the  total  membership  is  295,  and  total  valuation  of  church  property  is  $60,000. 
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PLEASANT  GROVE 

PASTOR:  REV.  TALMADGE  WALL 


In  1853.  and  when  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  only  eight  years  old,  a  group  of  Christians 
m  Clingman  were  united  in  a  common  cause:  the  worship  of  their  God. 

Preserved  on  pieces  of  paper,  which  have  more  the  appearance  of  the  ancient  papyrus  scrolls  of 
Egypt  than  of  American  paper,  is  the  beginning  of  the  126  year  record  of  the  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church: 

"June  18th  1853  We  the  arm  of  Brier  Creek  Church  at  Pleasant  Grove  meeting  house  con- 
vened for  the  fellowship  of  the  church  and  it  obtained  the  Presbytery  preceded  to  constitute 
the  church.  The  doors  were  opened  for  the  reception  of  members  received  2,  Charles 
Jennings  and  Cyntha  his  wife" 

"July  16th  1853  We  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Pleasant  Grove  now  in  the  session  in 
the  Church  in  fellowship  preceded  to  business  received  none" 

"August  20th  1853  We  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Pleasant  Grove  convened  and  in 
fellowship  the  door  of  the  church  opened  none  joined  appointed  beloved  Brethren  as 
delegates  to  the  association  Hiram  Redding  William  Green  Charles  Jennings  Jacob  Deli nger" 

And  so  It  continues,  month  after  month  and  year  after  year  -  in  writing  when  penmanship  was  an  art, 
when  punctuation  was  not  considered  necessary,  and  when  important  nouns  were  the  only  words  capital- 
ized. It  has  more  the  appearance  of  the  original  Hebrew  of  the  Old  Testament  than  Today's  English  Version. 

It  was  a  day  when  not  "Reverends "  but  Elders  Cheek,  Howel,  and  Swaim  read  a  "potion"  of  the 
Scripture  and  preached  a  "sermont".  For  instance,  "Elder  Myers  read  a  potion  of  the  Hebrews.  All  so  preach 
from  Gensees  the  5  Chpter  and  24  virce". 

It  was  in  those  days  that  public  confession  was  a  part  of  worship.  So  it  is  recorded  of  one  brother: 
"May  17th  1856  .  .  .  come  forward  and  stated  to  the  church  that  he  had  got  into  a  pashion  and  used 
unbecoming  language  also  stated  that  he  had  been  fishing  on  Sunday  .  .  .  admitted  it  was  alleged  that  he 
was  in  a  habit  of  gifting  drunk." 

Family  names  were  about  the  same  then  as  now:  Green.  Hedspeth,  Martin.  Gray.  Walker.  Redding, 
Calloway,  Johnson,  Lewis,  Hendrix,  Pardue,  Hanes.  In  the  1870  records  males  were  listed  on  one  page  and 
females  were  listed  on  another.  They  worshipped  in  the  same  manner,  men  on  the  left,  women  on  the  right. 

The  history  passed  down  by  word  of  mouth  is  that  for  the  first  three  years  a  brush  arbor  was  used. 
Then  a  log  cabin  was  built  and  used  for  about  seventeen  years.  In  1872.  the  first  frame  building  was  erected 
and  used  until  about  1898.  It  was  then  they  moved  about  five  hundred  yards  from  the  original  site  and 
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constructed  a  third  building  which  was  used  until  1945.  Since  then  a  brick  building  has  been  erected  and 
was  renovated  in  1963.  In  that  year  they  also  built  an  educational  building. 

Pastoral  leadership  includes  names  like  Chappell,  Ayers,  Tilden,  Myers,  Wooten,  Jarvis,  Reece,  Crater, 
Couch,  Byers,  O'Neal,  Compere,  Hopkins  and  Wall. 

Through  the  decades  the  church  has  continually  fulfilled  its  purpose:  to  provide  opportunities  for  Bible 
study,  worship,  and  Christian  growth.  Indeed,  the  church  is  now  a  cooperating  Baptist  church,  conscious  of 
its  missionary  obligations  at  home  and  abroad.  It  presently  gives  14%  of  its  undesignated  offerings  through 
the  Cooperative  Program.  It  is  one  of  seven  churches  in  the  association  that  continues  to  have  an  active 
Training  Union  program.  Grand  total  membership  is  379,  and  the  total  valuation  of  church  property 
including  parsonage  is  $136,000.  Plans  are  now  underway  to  finish  the  educational  building. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church  joined  the  Elkin  Association  in  1963. 
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PLEASANT  HILL 

PASTOR; 
REV.  WALTER  D.  TURNER 


Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  March  7,  1897,  with  ten  members:  J.  J.  Raid,  Peter 
Darnell,  Mary  Darnell,  Laura  Darnell,  Elizabeth  Darnell,  Julia  Darnell,  E.  P.  Walls,  S.  J.  Burcham,  Nancy 
Burcham,  and  Lucindy  Burcham  -  all  with  letters  from  other  Baptist  Churches.  The  church  was  organized  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  Darnell,  Sr.,  and  in  its  earliest  days  was  known  as  Jones  Chapel.  At  the  first 
meeting,  the  church  adopted  the  church  covenant  as  found  in  the  Baptist  Church  Manual,  without  change. 

On  March  20,  1897,  the  church  called  Rev.  T.  W.  Paris  as  the  first  pastor.  Officers  were  elected  and 
ordained  as  follows:  S.  J.  Burcham,  clerk;  Peter  Darnell  and  E.  P.  Walls,  deacons.  During  the  first  year  12 
members  were  added  -  one  by  baptism  and  eleven  by  letter. 

In  July  of  that  same  year,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  buying  a  lot  for 
the  erection  of  a  church  building.  In  October  of  that  year.  Rev.  George  M.  Burcham  was  called  as  pastor  and 
a  lot  (where  the  present  church  is  now  located)  was  purchased.  One  year  later,  in  March  of  1898,  the  first 
Sunday  School  was  organized.  The  church's  income  for  that  year  was  $5.65.  Meetings  were  held  each 
month  m  homes  and  in  a  brush  arbor  until  the  building  was  completed. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  church,  foot  washing  was  observed  to  which  sister  churches  were  invited. 
How  long  the  foot  washing  continued  is  uncertain,  but  on  May  26,  1900,  there  was  a  discussion  on  foot 
washing  by  the  pastor  and  I.  G.  Sisk.  Apparently  foot  washing  ceased  at  this  time  as  there  is  no  further 
record  of  it. 

In  1901 ,  Charlie  Day  was  elected  the  first  church  treasurer,  and  the  first  gift  to  missionary  causes  came 
m  that  year,  when  35C  was  sent  to  the  Baptist  Orphanage. 

The  first  building  was  a  white,  frame  structure  that  seated  about  300  people.  It  was  constructed  for 
approximately  $1,490  dollars  and  was  dedicated  on  May  24,  1903.  This  building  had  to  be  enlarged  twice  to 
take  care  of  the  growth.  Special  offerings  were  taken,  such  as  children  bringing  pennies  to  pay  for  the  added 
Sunday  School  rooms. 

The  early  days  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church  were  days  of  struggle.  By  1904,  income  had  dropped  to  $1.65, 
even  though  the  membership  had  increased  to  83. 

While  the  church  grew  numerically  during  the  first  40  years  of  its  existence,  it  continued  to  struggle 
financially.  As  late  as  1938,  annual  income  was  $1,575.91,  while  the  membership  was  423.  It  was  during  the 
post  World  War  II  period  that  the  church  seemed  to  make  a  financial  breakthrough.  By  1948,  the  income  had 
jumped  to  $11,964.46,  and  the  membership  had  increased  to  597. 

While  the  church  experienced  rapid  pastoral  changes  in  the  early  years,  it  has  also  been  known  for 
long  pastorates.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Bryant  served  from  1920  until  his  death  in  1933,  and  was  re-elected  each 
year  in  October.  The  longest  pastorate  was  that  of  Rev.  David  W.  Day.  who  served  from  1938  until  his  death 
in  1954,  At  that  time  the  total  membership  was  669  and  the  annual  income  had  increased  to  $13,759.  It  was 
during  his  ministry  that  the  church  experienced  its  greatest  growth,  both  numerically  and  financially.  During 
the  early  part  of  his  ministry,  the  sanctuary  and  Sunday  School  space  beneath  it  came  to  completion  in  1940 
and  the  indebtedness  paid  by  1943.  Because  so  many  of  the  young  men  were  in  military  service,  dedication 
was  postponed  until  1947.  The  new  sanctuary  had  a  seating  capacity  of  600.  and  the  new  building  provided 
for  a  pastors  study,  secretary's  office,  and  15  assembly  rooms.  A  baptistry  in  the  new  sanctuary  eliminated 
having  baptismal  services  in  Big  Elkin  Creek. 
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This  great  growth  and  increasing  organizational  structure  created  a  need  for  an  additional  staff 
member.  Miss  Evelyn  Myers  was  called  to  this  position  in  1947  -  the  first  full-time  staff  member  other  than 
the  pastor    She  served  until  February  1951. 

Other  important  steps  during  Rev.  Days  pastorate  were  starting  a  system  of  tithing,  going  to  full-time 
service,  organization  of  WMU,  purchase  of  land  and  building  a  Boy  Scout  hut,  adopting  the  first  budget, 
regular  salary  for  pastor,  secretary  and  sexton,  radio  programs  on  WKBC  and  WIFM,  purchase  of  a  bus, 
developing  church  choirs.  Training  Union,  Vacation  Bible  School,  improvements  to  surroundings,  and 
installation  of  chimes 

Prior  to  the  death  of  Rev,  Day  on  October  4,  1953,  Rev,  James  Hayes  and  Dr.  W.  D.  McGee  assisted  him 
and  later  served  as  interim  pastors  until  the  church  called  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Teague  as  pastor  in  July  1954.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  until  his  retirement  in  1965.  During  his  ministry  the  missionary  outreach  of  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  was  greatly  increased.  The  church  went  into  full-scale  outreach  ministry  through  a  regular 
Thursday  night  church-wide  visitation  program.  By  1959,  under  Rev.  Teague's  leadership,  the  church  saw 
the  need  to  construct  an  adequate  educational  facility  and  grade  the  Sunday  School.  The  building  was 
constructed  in  1960  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $139,000  dollars.  During  Rev.  Teague's  ministry  the  church 
experienced  numerical,  financial,  missionary  and  spiritual  growth  including  the  construction  of  a  par- 
sonage. Other  important  developments  were  Communion  Service  observance  twice  each  year,  sponsoring  a 
Boy  Scout  Troop  and  Cub  Scouts.  Upon  his  retirement  in  1965,  the  total  church  membership  was  769  and 
the  total  income  was  $38,273.  Average  Sunday  School  attendance  was  361.  The  church  presented  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Teague  a  new  1965  Dodge  as  a  retirement  gift. 

On  January  23,  1966,  Rev  Robert  M.  Tenery  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was  called  as  pastor,  and  he 
assumed  this  role  on  February  13,  1966.  Bold  new  ventures  were  undertaken  during  his  ministry.  The 
Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  School  began  operation  in  September  of  1966,  with  an  enrollment  of  29.  The  school 
provided  day  care  for  the  children  of  working  mothers  as  well  as  kindergarten  training  for  four  and  five-year 
olds  By  1970,  the  enrollment  had  grown  to  75  or  more.  The  acquisition  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  Activity  Center  in 
February  of  1967  made  possible  the  expansion  of  the  school  program  and  the  initiation  of  a  Christian 
Recreation  Program  as  well  as  Adult  Education  classes. 

During  this  period,  the  church  staff  increased  to  a  total  of  12;  a  Ministerial/Christian  Vocational 
Scholarship  Fund  was  established,  and  the  publication  of  "The  Pleasant  Hill  Post",  later  expanded  to  its 
present  size  "to  keep  the  church  members  fully  informed  concerning  church  programs  and  the  status  of  the 
church 

A  strong  youth  program  was  developed  which  included  a  touring  choir  with  a  basic  evangelistic 
message  A  Christian  folk  musical  group  known  as  The  Revelations,  was  formed  from  the  youth  choir,  and  a 
Greyhound  bus  was  purchased  for  use  primarily  by  these  young  people  in  meeting  demands  for  their 
concerts 

Other  important  steps  the  church  took  during  Rev.  Tenery  s  ministry  were  the  adoption  of  the  first 
unified  budget,  the  every  family  plan  for  the  Biblical  Recorder,  extensive  renovation  and  enlargement  of  the 
church  building  which  included  a  new  spire  replacing  the  old  steeple.  Living  quarters  were  provided  for  a 
music  and  educational  director.  The  WFMX  Radio  broadcast,  "The  Pleasant  Hill  Hour",  began  on  May  23, 
1971 ,  in  addition  to  a  continuation  of  "The  Morning  Watch"  over  WIFM.  The  first  organ  was  purchased  for 
the  sanctuary  in  the  late  60s.  Rev.  Tenery  resigned  in  1971,  and  Joe  Blackburn  served  as  interim  pastor. 

The  Rev.  W.  T  Furr  was  called  to  the  pastorate  in  1972,  and  at  the  time  of  his  untimely  death  in  the 
pulpit  on  Sunday,  March  6,  1978,  the  church  was  embarking  on  another  building  venture  -  an  educational 
building  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $300,000.  A  new  organ  was  also  added  to  the  sanctuary  in  1978.  The 
Sunday  School  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds  during  Rev.  Furrs  ministry.  When  he  assumed  the  pastorate  in 
July  1972,  enrollment  was  882.  It  had  grown  to  1 ,347  in  1978.  The  spirit  of  evangelism  was  strong  throughout 
his  ministry  and  many  souls  were  saved.  The  ministry  was  enlarged  to  include  Guardian  Care  Nursing  Home 
through  installation  of  a  telephone  connection,  a  bus  ministry  was  begun,  Bible  School  conducted  twice  in 
Pennsylvania,  Youth  Choir  and  evangelistic  tours  to  Florida  and  Missouri. 

Rev  Walter  Turner  was  called  to  be  interim  pastor  on  April  2,  1978,  and  served  until  Rev.  Neil 
Armstrong  was  called  as  pastor  on  November  1,  1978.  At  that  time  total  membership  was  1,276. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are:  (through  1978) 
T.  W.   Paris  J.  L.  Powers 

G.  M.  Burcham  I.  W.  Vestal 

W.  H.  Melton  David  W.   Day 

J    R    Jolly  N    C.  Teague 

W    W    Myers  Robert  M.  Tenery 

J    M    Current  W.  T.  Furr 

J.  W    Bryant  Walter  Turner  (interim) 

Grant  Cothren  Neil  J.  Armstrong 
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PLEASANT  HOME 

PASTOR:  REV.  HUGH  HAYES 


James  R.  Byrd 
Rachel  A.  Byrd 


Pleasant  Home  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  Centennial  in  1978,  with  the  publication  of  "The  Heritage 
of  Pleasant  Home  Baptist  Church,  Roarmg  River,  NC,  a  Centennial  History  1878-1978",  Editor  was  Robert 
L,  Edwards.  This  history  includes  many  pictures  of  the  church  in  various  stages,  pastors'  pictures  when 
available,  along  with  biographical  sketches,  Sunday  School  information  and  pictures  of  workers,  along  with 
"Glimpses  of  the  Past"  and  the  church  history  as  written  by  Eileen  Johnson  as  follows: 

On  the  fourth  Saturday  in  April  1878,  a  group  of  people  met  at  the  Pratt  School  House,  which  was 
located  near  our  cemetery,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a  church.  Rev.  W.  F.  Adams,  Rev.  G.  M.  Burcham 
and  Rev  E.  N  Gwyn  helped  in  the  constitution  of  the  church.  Rev.  Adams  brought  the  message;  Rev. 
Burcham  led  the  prayer,  and  Rev.  Gwyn  delivered  the  charge  On  a  motion  this  church  was  called  Pleasant 
Home,  and  that  the  fourth  Saturday  in  each  month  be  their  conference  meeting.  Rev.  G.  M,  Burcham  was 
elected  pastor,  W  F.  Byrd  as  Clerk,  Thomas  Byrd  and  James  R.  Byrd  as  deacons. 
Charter  members  were  as  follows: 

Asberry  Jolly 

Sarah  Gentry 

Lydia  Waddell 

Charity  E.  Burcham 

Almeda  Jolly 

Pheba  Darnell 

Mary  J.  Hoots 

Levi  Burcham 

William  Gentry 

William  Jolly 

Elizabeth  Burcham 

Jane  A.  Gentry 

Melinda  Jolly 

Sara  C.  Byrd 

In  July  1878,  Pleasant  Home  joined  the  Brier  Creek  Association.  InJulyandAugustofthesame  year  a 
church  was  built  and  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August  the  church  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord. 

In  June  1879,  Pleasant  Home  left  the  Brier  Creek  Association  and  in  the  following  November,  with 
other  churches  on  the  north  side  cf  the  Yadkin  River,  organized  the  Elkin  Association.  They  agreed  to  build 
Brush  Arbor  and  in   1880  organized  Sunday  School. 

The  following  excerpts  were  from  The  Baptist  Church  Book  of  Pleasant  Home: 

"L,  D.  Burcham  and  Thomas  Byrd  were  the  first  building  committee  appointed.  They  were  to 
superintend  the  building  of  an  Arbor  in  1879.  The  logs  from  this  project  were  later  to  be  sold 
and  money  used  on  a  church  building  The  church  and  school  shared  the  same  building  for 
many  years.  Young  people  learned  the  Three  R  s  and  receiving  spiritual  enlightment  at  the 
same  place  seemed  right  and  proper  in  those  horse  and  buggy  days." 


William  F.  Byrd 
Robert  H.  Billings 
Martha  Billings 
William  Burcham 
Sarah  A,  Darnell 
Mediann  Lyon 
Artha  Waddell 
Mary  E.  Billings 
Mary  Thorton 
Thomas  Byrd 
Elizabeth  Byrd 
Sarah  Byrd 
Ancil  Darnell 
Edmond   Boaz 
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"In  1897  plans  were  made  for  a  new  church  but  it  was  May  1900  before  the  building  was 
completed  and  dedicated  thus:  -  We  will  give  our  entire  claim  in  this  church  house  of  the 
Lord  and  will  look  after  the  interest  and  protection  of  the  church  house.'  This  remains  as  part 
of  the  present  building,  standing  through  many  projects,  improvements  and  additions  .  .  . 
Some  found  it  easier  to  donate  hours  of  labor.  .  ." 

"It  Is  interesting  to  note  that  even  in  times  such  as  these,  it  can  be  seen  the  fellowship  would 
take  an  offering  to  help  a  'widow  in  her  needs'  or  to  aid  a  brother  in  rebuilding  a  home  that 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Sometimes  a  collection  was  taken  for  the  sexton.  He  would  clean  the 
building  and  build  a  fire  in  the  cast  iron  heater  that  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  church.  The 
black  stove  pipe,  resting  on  hangers  of  wire,  pointing  up  through  the  ceiling.  Unsafe,  maybe 
by  today's  standards,  but  providing  cheery  warmth  to  those  who  came  early  and  stood 
around  waiting  for  the  service  to  start.  Someone  would  visit  the  spring  and  return  with  a 
bucket  of  water  to  be  placed  on  the  back  pew  with  a  long  handled  dipper.  ' 

In  January  1945,  the  church  voted  to  build  some  classrooms  for  the  Sunday  School.  Additional 
improvements  included  the  installation  of  a  heating  system  in  1951,  arid  soon  thereafter  brick  veneer  was 
added  to  the  outside  of  the  building,  the  inside  refinished,  and  a  new  roof  added.  New  pews  were  installed  in 
November  1954. 

In  February  1957,  pulpit  furniture  was  purchased  by  the  Adult  Ladies  Class,  and  the  church  also 
decided  to  buy  an  organ.  In  January  1961,  more  class  rooms  were  built.  A  library  was  established  in 
November  1963,  with  Mrs.  Delores  Fasanella  as  librarian.  In  November  1969,  the  church  was  carpeted. 
However,  in  1967,  a  ramp  was  added  at  one  entrance  to  provide  easy  access  for  the  aged  and  handicapped. 

The  church  has  an  active  WMU  which  was  organized  in  1967.  A  Training  Union  was  organized  in  1955, 
and  was  active  for  several  years.  The  church  has  a  strong  Sunday  School  and  music  program. 

Pleasant  Home  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  100  years  as  a  church  in  April  1978.  During  this  time  it 
has  elected  24  pastors,  two  interim,  25  deacons,  ordained  five  ministers  and  liberated  one. 

Total  membership  in  1978  is  184  and  property  valuation  is  $100,000. 

A  quote  from  their  history  in  1978  reveals  the  end  of  100  years  of  baptizing  in  creeks.  'This  year  as  we 
celebrate  our  100th  birthday,  a  baptistry  is  being  installed," 

PASTORS  OF  PLEASANT  HOME 


George  M.  Burcham 


Jonathon  Jordan 

W.  F.  Byrd 
William  Harris 
John  Hughes 
William  W.  Myers 
J.  F.  Settle 
Summers  E.  Gentry 
J.  Wilburn  Bryant 


1878-1884 
1885-1886 
1888-1889 
1909-1916 
1884-1885 
1919-1927 
1886-1888 
1889-1892 
1892-1893 
1893-1896 
1896-1898 
1898-1904 
1904-1909 


Levi  McCann 
Grant  Cothren 
Rev.  Marvin  Burcham 
R.  A.  Call 

James  S.  Bryant 
Vaughn  Brown 
Lloyd  Pardue 
Ell  G.  Jordan 
Charlie  Pool 
William  E.  Franklin 
Barry  Tharpe 
Hugh  Hayes 


1916-1919 

1927-1947 

1947-1950 

1950-1955 

1967-1971 

1955-1956 

1956-1959 

1959 

1960-1966 

1971-1973-1974 

1966 

1973 

1974 
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PLEASANT  RIDGE 

PASTOR:  REV.  GLENN  BYRD 


(Compiled  by  But  rice  J.  [Mrs.  Winfrey]  Luff  man) 

In  the  old  church  book,  in  faded  script  on  yellowed  paper,  this  record  is  written.  Names  have  been 
added  in  parentheses,  in  some  cases,  to  the  original  initials  for  identification. 

Grassy  Creek  Schoolhouse,  North  Carolina,  Wilkes  County.  The  presbytery,  consisting 
of  L.  B.  fvlurray,  C.  W.  Cheek  and  D.  A.  Edwards,  met  at  Grassy  Creek  Schoolhouse  October 
19.  1907  and  organized  by  electing  C.  W.  Cheek,  moderator;  L.  B.  Murray,  spokesman:  and 
D.  A.  Edwards,  secretary. 

The  following  brethren  and  sisters  from  Shoaly  Branch  Baptist  Church,  who  had  been 
dismissed  by  letter,  B.  J.  (Bramlet  "Tink")  Carter,  E.  A.  (Edgar  "Ed")  Carter.  J.  W.  (John) 
Carter,  Rose  Ann  Carter,  L.  E.  Carter,  Mollie  Carter,  Francis  Carter,  Jane  Martin,  D.  A. 
(Andrew  "Tink")  Carter,  Etter  Carter,  C.  W.  (Caleb  Winfrey  "Cale")  Luffman,  Sarah  A.  (Sallie 
Ann)  Luffman.  C.  L.  (Luther  "Luke")  Luffman,  Alice  Luffman,  Miles  Blackburn,  M.  E.  (Martha) 
Blackburn,  M.  M.  (Moses  "Mode")  Layell,  S.  E.  (Etta)  Layell,  D.  F.  (David  "Dave")  McCann, 
C.  J.  (Claude)  McCann,  Ella  Carter,  Susanne  Taylor,  J.  E.  (Joseph  "Joe")  Layell,  Ida  Layell, 
Roxann  Carter,  J.  W.  (William  "Bill")  Martin,  came  forward  and  were  examined  by  L.  B. 
Murray  on  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  Baptist  Church:  after  which  the  Covenant  of  the  Baptist 
Church  was  entered  into  by  the  brethren  and  sisters. 

Then  Brother  C.  W.  Cheek  led  the  organizational  prayer  and  Brother  C.  W.  Cheek 
delivered  the  charge.  Then  the  presbytery  delivered  the  church,  duly  organized  and  set 
apart,  to  do  the  Lord's  work. 
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On  motion,  the  church  was  named  "Pleasant  Ridge  Baptist  Church";  on  motion,  elected 
Brother  L.  B,  Murray  pastor  for  the  next  year;  on  motion,  elected  Brother  D,  F,  McCann 
church  clerk  for  next  year;  on  motion  elected  and  ordained  as  deacons.  Miles  Blackburn, 

C.  W.  Luffman  and  B.  J.  Carter;  then  opened  the  doors  of  the  church  and  ten  joined  by 
experience:  namely,  Hillary  Carter,  C.  M,  (Charlie)  Carter,  Betty  M.  West,  Sophia  Layell, 
Linda  Layell,  Rose  Darnell,  Flossie  Hodges,  Lillie  Carter,  Arvil  Murray  and  T.  L.  (Thomas) 
Layell. 

C.  W.  Cheek,  Moderator 

D,  A.  Edwards,  Secretary 

The  last  of  the  original  members,  John  Carter,  died  in  1969. 

On  December  21,  1907,  a  Building  Committee  was  chosen.  No  record  appears  concerning  when,  at 
what  cost,  or  by  whom  it  was  built,  but  we  know  that  a  church  house  was  built  and  used  for  more  than  forty 
years. 

Pleasant  Ridge  joined  the  Stone  Mountain  Baptist  Association  in  September  1913,  at  New  Light 
Church.  The  Association  has  met  at  Pleasant  Ridge  five  times:  1915,  1934,  1952,  1966  and  1970. 

The  first  mission  offering  recorded  was  in  1916  (orphans). 

The  first  mention  of  a  church  treasurer  was  in  1919  (E.  A.  Carter). 

The  first  sexton,  according  to  the  record,  was  1922  (Bramlet  Carter). 

In  1934  the  deacons  organized  with  Winfrey  Luffman  as  chairman  and  Bryan  Carter  as  secretary. 

A  BYPU  (later  called  Training  Union  and  now  Church  Training)  was  organized  in  the  early  1930's  with 
Winfrey  Luffman  as  director.  The  first  study  course  was  for  this  organization  and  was  taught  in  1935. 

In  1936  curtains  were  hung  in  the  church  to  provide  separate  Sunday  School  classrooms.  In  the  late 
1930  s  7  Sunday  School  rooms  were  built.  About  this  time,  also,  the  first  piano  was  bought  for  the  church. 

The  first  Sunday  School  superintendent  to  be  elected  by  the  church  was  Clay  Burchette  in  1935. 

WMF  first  organized  in  1939  with  Odessa  (Mrs.  Walker)  Luffman  as  president. 

During  1952  a  new  church  was  built;  sanctuary,  10  classrooms,  2  rest  rooms.  Final  payment  on  the 
mortgage  was  made  in  1956.  By  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  new  building  in  1960,  a  well  had  been  dug, 
plumbing  and  rest  rooms  installed,  parking  area  surfaced  and  various  other  improvements  made.  On 
November  20,  1960,  at  the  morning  worship  hour.  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins  of  Raleigh  brought  the  message  in  a 
special  service  dedicating  the  Pleasant  Ridge  Church  house  to  the  glory  of  God. 

In  1962  the  Rev.  Homer  F.  Greene  was  elected  as  the  first  full-time  pastor.  A  pastorium  was  built  in 
1963  on  land  given  by  Bryan  Carter  and  E.  A.  Carter,  Jr. 

In  1968-1969  the  church  was  completely  remodelled  and  renovated:  17  classrooms  added,  fellowship 
hall,  pastors  study,  office,  baptistry,  kitchen,  2  nurseries,  1  bath,  stained  glass  windows,  new  pews, 
furniture,  carpet,  pew  cushions,  etc. 

In  1969  the  Church  held  an  Appreciation  Service  in  recognition  of  three  deacons  who  had  served  the 
church  for  a  combined  total  of  more  than  120  years.  They  were  S.  Bryan  Carter,  V.  Winfrey  Luffman  and 
Bramlet  W.  Carter.  Each  was  presented  a  gold  plaque  honoring  their  years  of  service.  In  1972  these  three 
were  elected  "Life  Deacons'  by  the  church. 

In1972thechurch  purchased  a  bus,  voted  to  have  a  quarterly  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  to 
publish  a  church  paper  each  week. 

In  1974  the  church  voted  unanimously  to  request  membership  in  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association, 
effective  at  the  beginning  of  the  associational  year  in  September  and  was  graciously  received  into  their 
fellowship.  The  Association  met  with  this  church  in  the  spring  session  1976. 

These  ministers  have  served  the  church  as  pastor,  elected  on  these  dates: 

L.  B.  Murray  -  October  19,  1907  Frank  Peeler  -  September  24,  1939 

W.  W,  Myers  -  August  29,   1914  S.  L,   Blevins  -  September  12,  1943 

L.  B,  Murray  -  October  21,  1916  Woodrow  Wishon  -  October  8,  1950 

J.  W    Bryant  -  August  27,  1921  J.  L.  Powers  -  January  6,  1952 

C.  F,  Fields  -  February  10,  1923  Homer  F.  Greene  -  September  30,  1962 

Richard  Day  -  November  2,  1928  George  B.  Hyler  -  June  18,  1972 

J.  T.  Murray  -  September  8,  1934  C.  Glenn   Byrd  -  April  3,  1977 

These  have  served  as  clerk: 

D,  F.  McCann  -  October  19,  1907  Burr  Hutchison  -  September  11,  1949 

C.  E.  McCann  -  October  27,  1917  H.  Alexander  Carter  -  September  13,  1953 

Winfrey  Luffman  -  February  10,   1923  E.  A.  Carter,  Jr.  -  October  1,  1963 
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Bramlet  Carter  -  November  13,   1932  J    Frank  Luffman  -  October  1,  1968 

E.  A.  Carter  -  September  24,  1939  Sharon  (Mrs,  Roger)  Wooten  -  October  1,  1972 

Hubert  Martin  -  July  12,   1942  Nell  (Mrs.  E    A.,  Jr.)  Carter  -  October  1,  1973 

Joe  Golden  -  October  1,  1975 

Deacons  have  been  ordained  as  follows: 

October  19,  1907  -  Miles  Blackburn,  C.  W.  Luffman,  B.  J.  Carter 

April  22,  1911   -  D.  F.  McCann.  L    H    Carter 

(Approximately)  1915  -  Will  Carter,  J.   Henry  Carter 

April  23,  1921   -  J.  A.  Layell,  Bryan  Carter 

June  22,  1930  -  Walter  Carter,  Winfrey  Luffman 

October  22.  1933  -  Bramlet  Carter,  Clay  Burchette 

May  24,  1940  -  D.  N.  Martin  received  into  church,  by  letter,  as  a  deacon 

March  2,  1952  -  Burr  Hutchison,  Ralph  Collins,  Thomas  Lee  Davis 

August  22.   1965  -  Winfrey  Caudill  received  into  church  by  letter,  as  a  deacon 

January  19,  1969  -  Sam  Spicer  received  into  church,  by  letter,  as  a  deacon 

April  5,  1970  -  Tom  N.  Davis  received  into  church,  by  letter,  as  a  deacon 

December  17,  1972  -  Fred  Carter,  Richard  Thompson,  John  Norman,  E.  A.  Carter,  Jr 

Winfrey  Caudill  was  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry  June  29.   1967. 

Phillip  S-  Carter  was  licensed  to  the  gospel  ministry  April  17.  1977  and  was  ordained  November  13. 
1977. 

The  note  for  $74,000  given  for  the  1968-69  remodelling  was  paid  off  June  15,  1978  and  recorded  in  the 
Register  of  Deeds  office  June  28.  The  note  was  burned  in  a  special  service  on  August  20  with  message  by 
the  Rev.  Homer  F.  Greene  and  a  fellowship  dinner. 

In  addition  to  those  who  have  served  on  committees,  these  have  served  the  Stone  Mountain  and  Elkin 
Associations: 

Winfrey  Luffman  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Baptist  Association  in  September  1943,  and 
served  through  1949. 

Winnie  and  Lucy  Luffman  served  as  summer  student  missionaries  in  the  Stone  Mountain  for  a  number 
of  years  in  the  1950's. 

Butrice  (Mrs.  Winfrey)  Luffman  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Convention  in  1953  and  served  through  1956;  was  Associational  Missionary  in  the  Stone  Mountain  for  7 
years.  1954  through  1960:  was  the  first  Associational  Woman's  Missionary  Union  president  and  served  for  7 
years,   1954-1960:  was  Director  of  Missions  in  the  Elkin  Association  for  9  years.  1961-64  and  1971-77. 

Lois  (Mrs.  Burr)  Hutchison  was  elected  president  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in 
1961  and  served  through  1964. 

Pastor  Homer  F.  Greene  was  elected  moderator  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Baptist  Association  for  the 
year  1963-64 

Pastor  C.  Glenn  Byrd  was  elected  president  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  Pastors  Conference 
in  1978. 

Total   membership  in   1978  is  315.  Value  of  church   property  including  pastor's  home  is  $322,200. 
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PLEASANT  VIEW 

PASTOR:   REV.  RAY  WADDELL 


In  June  1943.  a  group  of  concerned  people  began  holding  worship  services  in  the  old  Mining  Ridge 
Schoolhouse  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Woodrow  Wishon.  Three  souls  were  saved  at  the  time.  In 
August  a  revival  was  held  and  thirty-two  souls  were  added  to  the  congregation. 

In  September  of  the  same  year,  Sunday  School  was  organized  with  the  late  Harvey  Haynes  as  first 
superintendent.  Church  services  were  held  for  two  years  in  the  old  schoolhouse. 

Through  the  faithful  work  of  its  first  pastor  (Rev.  Woodrow  Wishon)  and  its  nine  charter  members: 
Virginia  Crabb,  Barney  Crabb,  Nell  Childress,  Edna  Haynes,  Lawson  Childress,  Pearl  Crabb,  Harvey 
Haynes,  C.  A.  Parks,  and  Stanley  Walker  (all  except  the  last  five  names  survive  at  the  time  of  this  writing),  the 
church  continued  to  grow  and  prosper  in  the  Lord. 

During  the  time  the  schoolhouse  was  used  for  a  meeting  house,  the  members  of  the  new  church 
realized  its  present  facilities  were  not  adequate  for  the  future,  so  plans  were  made  and  work  was  begun  on 
the  new  building.  On  September  8,  1946,  the  first  services  was  held  in  the  new  church  building  on  its  present 
site,  and  was  named  "Pleasant  View  Baptist  Church".  Rev.  Woodrow  Wishon  served  as  pastor  for  14  years 
with  much  good  work  to  his  credit. 

The  Rev.  W.  H.  Caldwell  was  the  second  pastor,  who  also  served  faithfully  for  14  years.  Brother 
Caldwell  is  now  in  retirement  after  many  years  in  the  ministry. 

Rev.  Milton  J.  Sewell  was  called  as  the  third  pastor,  but  was  forced  to  resign  because  of  a  severe  heart 
attack  after  three  years  of  service.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  Brother  Sewell  has  recovered  from  his  illness 
and  is  now  in  full-time  pastoral  service. 

In  June  of  1973,  Brother  Mitchell  Ray  Davis  was  called  for  three  months  interim  service.  Before  the 
three  months  expired,  the  church  requested  his  ordination  by  his  home  church  (Calvary  Baptist  of  Winston- 
Salem)  and  called  him  as  pastor.  Brother  Davis  proved  to  be  a  very  able  leader  and  did  a  great  deal  of  good 
work  in  the  short  time  that  he  served  as  pastor.  After  completing  his  service  in  March  1975,  the  church 
called  retired  Rev.  Clyde  Church  of  North  Wilkesboro  who  served  as  interim  pastor  until  May  1975. 

In  May  1975,  the  Rev.  Ray  Waddell  was  called  as  the  fifth  pastor,  and  is  now  serving  as  pastor. 

The  pastors  who  served  Pleasant  View  in  the  past  completed  their  pastorate,  but  their  good  work  is  still 
going  on.  Pleasant  View  is  now  having  Sunday  School  and  worship  service  every  Sunday,  and  has  enlarged 
its  first  building  a  number  of  times  to  accommodate  its  membership  of  more  than  250.  The  church  has  also 
built  a  fellowship  building  for  the  use  of  the  church  and  the  Boy  Scout  Troop  which  it  sponsors. 

When  we  look  back  to  the  humble  beginning  of  our  church,  we  must  acknowledge  a  feeling  of  pride 
and  thanksgiving  to  those  early,  faithful  members  who  are  still  with  us— and  to  those  who  have  gone  on 
before.  We  feel  assured  they  are  seated  with  the  "Great  Cloud  of  Witnesses'  (Heb.  12:1)  and  take  courage  to 
"run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us"  while  we  remain  in  the  arena  of  service  in  spreading  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

List  of  pastors: 

Woodrow  Wishon  Mitchell  Ray  Davis  (Interim) 

W.  H.  Caldwell  Clyde  Church  (Interim) 

Milton  Sewell  Ray  Waddell 

Total  membership  in  1978  is  273,  and  property  valuation  $125,000,  The  church  has  a  WMU,  a  strong 
Sunday  School  and  music  program.  It  too,  has  a  church  bus  for  use  in  its  ministry. 
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POPLAR  SPRINGS 

PASTOR:  REV.   MIKE  R.  LANE 


In  the  year  1884,  near  where  the  Poplar  Springs  Church  now  stands  was  a  one-room  country  school 
called  Smith's  Grove.  During  their  regular  session  in  December  1884,  Gum  Orchard  Baptist  Church  received 
a  request  from  people  of  the  Smiths  Grove  School  area  that  they  send  an  arm  of  the  church  and  receive 
members  from  this  community.  The  Gum  Orchard  church  appointed  a  committee  of  five  and  received  the 
first  members  from  Cool  Springs  and  Macedonia  churches. 

Preaching  was  held  occasionally  and  members  received  until  this  arm  of  Gum  Orchard  Baptist  Church 
grew  to  sufficient  strength  to  organize  and  form  its  own  constitution  with  the  first  Presbytery  organized  in 
August  1885  as  follows: 

William  Harris,  Chairman 

W.  F.  Byrd,  Secretary 

G.  M.  Burcham  Spokesman 

fyiembers  composing  this  constitution  entered  into  a  covenant  with  each  other: 

"That  we  will  walk  together  in  the  will  of  God  and  in  brotherly  love  and  will  promote  the  growth  of  the 
Christian  body  by  contributing  cheerfully  of  our  property  for  the  maintenance  of  a  faithful  ministry  of  the 
gospel  among  us  and  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  all  the  earth." 

Today,  a  growing,  mission-minded  church,  a  new  parsonage  and  a  community  building  which  has 
been  used  and  enjoyed  by  many  neighboring  communities,  is  evidence  that  this  covenant  has  been 
faithfully  kept  down  through  the  years. 

For  many  years,  the  church's  source  of  water  was  from  a  nearby  spring.  Near  this  spring  stood  a  large 
poplar  tree.  Thus,  the  church  got  its  name  of  Poplar  Springs.  Charter  members  included: 

W.  T.  Ray  S.  E.  Gentry 

J.  S.  Chipman  D.  R.  Haynes 

William  West  Jane  West 

The  church  met  monthly  and  the  first  minutes  record  delegates  appointed  to  the  Elkin  Association. 

November  5,  1887,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  erection  of  the  first  church  building  on 
a  lot  donated  by  f\/latt  Guyer  and  Arch  Rigsby.  The  minutes  give  no  mention  of  the  actual  construction,  but  in 
May  of  1896,  trustees  were  appointed  and  on  the  second  Sunday  of  August,  a  dedication  service  was  held. 

Footwashing  was  practiced  along  with  the  Communion  service  during  those  early  years.  During  the 
year  1888,  a  vote  was  taken  and  the  majority  favored  footwashing.  However,  this  practice  evidently  was  soon 
dropped  as  no  mention  of  it  is  made  after  the  year  1900.  Another  practice  of  this  early  church,  which  denotes 
strict  rules,  was  that  up  to  1890,  a  member  was  required  to  render  an  excuse  to  the  church  for  missing  more 
than  one  meeting. 

Due  to  weather  conditions  and  transportation  being  either  by  foot  or  horse  and  buggy,  Sunday  School 
was  only  held  for  six  months  of  the  year  (April-September)  until  the  year  1924,  when  it  was  begun  on  a 
fulltime  basis. 

Pastors  and  the  years  of  their  elections  are  as  follows: 

A.  J.  Williams  1885,  1892  &  1911 

C.  F.  Fields  1886  &  1919 

S.  E.  Gentry  1891,  1894  &  1900 

G.  M.  Burcham  1895 


J.  W.  Bryant 
Richard  Day 
E.  G.  Jordan 
Woodrow  Wishon 


1923 

1926  &  1939 

1933 

1945  &  1952 
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W.  H.  Melton 

1897 

B,  Mathis 

1902 

J.  M.   Barker 

1903 

J    R.  Jolly 

1906 

Levi  McCann 

1906  &   1914 

Jones  Carter 

1908 

J,  Z,  Adams 

1910 

John  Burcham 

1912 

Grant  Cothren 

1917 

W.  F.  Cooper 

1920 

C,  W.  Simmons  1947 

Warren  Norman  1950 

C.  B.  Mickles  1956 

Grady  Norman  (int.)  1962 

Garfield  Gambill  1963 

Stanley  Townsend  1967 

Philip  Swanson  1974 

David  Tipton  1976 

Mike  R.  Lane  1978 


Rev-  L.  E    Myers  served  as  interim  pastor  betv^/een  Stanley  Townsend  and  Philip  Swanson. 

Ministers  of  the  gospel  ordained  from  this  church  include  S.  E.  Gentry  (1891),  J.  Z.  Adams  (1910), 
Clyde  Hawkms  (1965),  Herbert  Caudle  (1966). 

Also,  Lance  Burcham  was  licensed  to  preach  and  just  following  the  revival  in  1971,  Dale  Gentry 
announced  his  call  to  the  ministry.  He  is  a  great-grandson  of  the  first  minister  to  be  ordained  from  this 
church,  S    E.  Gentry. 

Plans  for  a  new  church  building  were  begun  in  1937.  It  was  decided  to  erect  the  new  building  on  a 
nearby  tract  of  land  given  by  R.  S.  Guyer  and  W.  H.  Hayes.  A  major  portion  of  the  necessary  material  and 
labor  was  donated  by  members  of  the  church  and  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  new  building  the  latter  part 
of  1939.  General  improvements  have  been  added  each  year  such  as  electric  power,  piano,  digging  well  and 
mstalling  pump,  also  a  water  cooler.  Beginning  with  January  1947,  the  church  entered  into  halftime  ministry 
and  m  1958,  an  extensive  expansion  and  remodeling  program  was  begun.  This  was  to  include  additional 
Sunday  School  rooms,  adding  two  restrooms,  bricking  entire  building  and  installing  a  modern  heating 
system. 

In  1962,  the  Young  Married  Peoples  Sunday  School  Class  presented  the  church  an  organ  in  memory 
of  a  deceased  deacon,  Clarence  Newman. 

A  community  building  was  constructed  in  April  1961,  on  land  given  by  Kelly  Ray.  This  was  completed 
m  approximately  six  months  and  contains  a  modern  kitchen,  two  restrooms,  picnic  space  with  a  playground 
and  basketball  court. 

In  November  1966,  the  church  voted  to  go  into  fulltime  ministry  and  early  in  1967,  land  was  secured  for 
buildmg  a  parsonage.  Plans  were  approved  for  a  modern  home  to  include  a  pastor's  study  and  four 
bedrooms,  one  to  be  furnished  by  the  church  for  use  by  visiting  ministers. 

In  August  1967,  the  first  fulltime  pastor,  Stanley  Townsend  and  his  family  moved  into  the  parsonage. 
With  the  donation  of  some  free  labor,  the  home  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $32,000  dollars,  and  was  completely 
debt  free  m  October  1969.  A  note  burning  and  dedication  service  was  held  on  November  16,  1969. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Townsend  and  his  wife,  the  church  grew  rapidly.  The  first  budget  under 
fulltime  ministry  was  planned  with  five  (5%)  per  cent  for  the  Cooperative  Program  and  later  raised  to  six  (6%) 
per  cent  with  one  (1%)  per  cent  for  Associational  Missions.  Mission  groups  were  organized  and  there  were 
many  new  additions  to  the  church. 

In  1970,  the  church  was  air-conditioned  and  as  a  token  of  love  and  respect  for  the  pastor  and  his  wife, 
members  of  the  church  financed  their  trip  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  more  parking  and  cemetery  space,  for  additional  Sunday  School  rooms  and 
a  larger  sanctuary,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  approximately  30  acres  of  land  joining  the  cemetery  and 
community  building  property.  This  was  in  April  1971 .  The  building  fund  has  grown  steadily  and  plans  are  to 
begin  an  entirely  new  church  structure  in  1979. 

The  church  owns  two  buses  and  a  van  which  are  used  for  Sunday  School  transportation,  youth 
organization  functions  and  for  senior  citizens. 

Grand  total  membership  is  344,  and  the  value  of  church  property  is  approximately  $200,000  dollars. 
Total  budget  and  missions  receipts  for  1978  were  $50,728  dollars. 

The  church  has  a  well  organized  music  program,  WMU,  Training  Union,  Sunday  School,  and  a  library. 
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ROCK  CREEK 

PASTOR:   REV    CHARLIE  FREEMAN 


In  the  year  1849,  and  the  thirtieth  day  of  August,  a  small  band  of  Christians  consisting  of  six  men  and 
four  women  met  in  a  log  "meeting  house  '  and  organized  Rock  Creek  Baptist  Church  The  little  one-room 
building  was  located  in  a  small  clearing  in  the  same  area  as  the  present  cemetery,  A  brush  arbor  of 
considerable  dimensions  was  erected  nearby  to  accommodate  crowds  in  attendance  at  protracted  meetings 
or  other  unusual  gatherings.  The  church  managed  to  survive  more  than  forty  years  and  many  stormy 
sessions  under  these  primitive  conditions. 

In  1888,  a  new  one-room  building  was  erected  near  the  site  of  the  present  church  building,  and  was  of 
sufficient  size  to  take  care  of  all  the  activities  of  the  church  at  that  time  The  new  building  was  dedicated  in 
July  1889,  and  with  only  a  minimum  of  modifications  served  as  a  place  of  worship  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  The  old  log  house  and  the  arbor  were  sold  to  help  complete  the  new  building  Records  show  that 
they  received  seven  dollars  for  the  log  house. 

In  1947,  under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor,  Rev  Glenn  Huffman,  a  program  was  launched  toward  the 
erection  of  a  new  building.  The  brick  structure  contains  the  present  sanctuary  plus  four  adjoining 
classrooms  and  was  dedicated  m  1951,  In  1964,  the  sanctuary  was  redecorated  and  refurnished.  The 
following  two  years  saw  the  addition  of  a  modern  educational  building  consisting  of  classrooms,  a  nursery, 
restrooms,  a  library,  a  baptistry,  and  a  fellowship  hall.  All  are  complete  and  debt  free  In  1955,  the  vast 
^'^"^etery  grounds  were  prepared  by  leveling  and  removing  unsightly  rocks  and  shrubs,  and  sown  in  grass 
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Charter  members  were: 

John  r\/lore 
Jessie  Caudill 
Joseph  Wood 
Randolph  Alexander 
Elizabeth  Padgett 


William  Padgett 
Siler  Brewer 
Jane  Johnson 
Mary  Jane  Alexander 
Elizabeth  Brewer 


They  adhered  strictly  to  rules  of  decorum  which  were  thirteen  in  number  and  very  much  in  detail 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  covenant  entered  into  by  this  group  of  pioneer  Christians: 
"This  church  unanimously  agrees  to  walk  in  union  and  receive  and  exclude  members  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  church  and  to  wait  for  the  instruction  of  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  on  these  great  subjects,  and  try  not  to  use  authority  over  the  Lord  s  children  This 
church  will  act  and  require  action  according  to  the  New  Testament  which  is  the  law  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  church." 

It  was  not  until  1858,  that  the  first  pastor  s  election  was  held.  Ministers  from  the  membership  served  as 
pastors  and  moderators    Elder  Peter  Tritt  was  elected  the  first  pastor  Those  serving  after  Elder  Tritt  were: 

J    K,  Baldwin  E    O    Miller 

William  Gamer  L,   B    Murray 

A    E,  Myers  J,  S    Bryant 

J    A,  Jordan  A,   B    Hays 

J    W    Burchett  J.  M    Wright 
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W.  W.  Myers  Glenn  Huffman 

A.  T.  Pardue  L.  M,  Cooke 

J.  R,  Jolly  C.  E.  Shugart 

J.  C.  Blevins  Charlie  Freeman 
J.  S    Elliott 

Since  1935,  three  other  churches  have  been  organized  as  arms  of  Rock  Creek  Church 

Until  1949,  only  two  services  were  held  each  month.  During  the  pastorate  of  C.  E.  Shugart.  who  served 
for  ten  years  prior  to  Rev.  Freeman,  who  has  served  for  14  years,  the  church  has  grown  to  a  full  time 
pastorate  with  two  preaching  services  on  Sunday  and  Wednesday  night  prayer  service.  At  least  six  members 
have  been  ordained  as  ministers  within  the  past  several  years 

In  1956,  the  church  adopted  its  present  system  of  budgeting  its  finances.  Although  there  are  only 
about  138  resident  members,  the  church  supports  all  phases  of  Baptist  work  through  gifts  to  missions,  and 
IS  a  charter  member  of  the  Elkin  Association. 

Total  value  of  church  property  is  listed  as  S100.000  dollars  in  1978. 
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RONDA  FIRST 

PASTOR:   REV.   B.   R,   ELLEDGE 


Ronda  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  in  the  year  1893  in  E.  A.  Womble  s  Work  Shop,  Ronda.  N,C,  At 
this  meeting.  Elder  R,  W  Wooten  was  elected  moderator  and  W,  R,  Bradshaw  church  clerk.  There  were  eight 
charter  members.  Such  names  as  Hickerson,  Dobbins,  Shore  and  Shew  are  included  in  this  list. 

The  church  was  built  in  1893  with  supplies  and  labor  furnished  by  the  charter  members  and  others 
from  the  community  who  soon  became  members 

The  first  pastor  of  Ronda  Baptist  Church  was  J.  E.  Green,  elected  August  26,  1893. 

Eleven  Rules  of  Faith  were  listed  and  the  Church  Covenant  was  adopted, 

Mrs    Alice  Felts  was  the  first  candidate  for  baptism. 

The  first  minute  fund  was  S  75. 

In  March  1895,  a  collection  amounting  to  $3,15  was  taken  for  foreign  missions.  In  November  of  the 
same  year,  the  regular  collection  of  $1.58  and  a  box  valued  at  $6.00  was  sent  to  the  orphanage. 

R  W  Wooten,  a  charter  member  and  founder,  who  died  in  1895  was  the  first  death  from  the  church 
membership.  He  was  believed  to  be  the  oldest  Mason  in  Wilkes  County. 

All  sister  churches  were  invited  to  the  observance  of  a  special  communion  service  in  May  1899. 

In  October  1913,  the  church  experienced  a  great  revival.  Rev,  W,  F,  Staley  conducted  the  services 
during  which  six  persons  made  professions  of  faith.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  "purse  '  of  $28.00  was 
collected 

In  November  1914,  nine  persons  were  added  to  the  membership  on  profession  of  faith. 

The  church  remained  as  first  constructed  until  the  early  1920  s,  when  the  Sunday  School  enrollment 
required  additional  room  At  this  time  the  building  was  underpenned,  three  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
added,  a  furnace  was  installed  and  the  church  was  painted.  In  January  1925,  R,  R,  Crater  was  elected  church 
clerk. 

Early  in  1926,  Fred  Poplm  was  elected  supply  pastor  and  in  June  he  baptized  10  members. 

On  November  20,  1927,  a  conference  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  church  roll,  A  motion 
carried  to  call  the  roll  for  a  period  of  three  months  The  roll  was  revised  in  September  1930,  and  those  not 
located  were  put  on  an  inactive  list 

In  November  1928,  the  first  church  budget  with  a  set  salary  ($300)  for  the  pastor  was  drawn  up  and 
adopted. 

In  August  1932,  nine  members  were  added  to  the  church  roll  and  in  August  1933,  twelve  others  were 
added 

On  September  3,  1933,  Brother  R,  R,  Crater  was  licensed  to  preach  and  on  September  26,  1937,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry.  In  the  meantime  he  was  elected  pastor  of  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Church. 

In  December  of  1940.  the  WMU  was  organized  and  the  report  adopted. 

An  early  list  of  pastors  included  names  such  as  Blevlns.  Osborne,  Linney,  Jarvis,  Poplm,  Reece, 
Burgess,  Wright,  and  Jordan 

Full  time  preaching  services  were  m  effect  from  November  1945,  until  November  1946,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Brother  John  L.  Wells. 

On  December  7,  1947,  Brother  L.  M.  Cook  was  elected  pastor  and  remained  until  his  death  on  Sunday, 
July  6,   1952, 
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In  1948.  the  first  parsonage  was  purchased.  On  June  18,  1950,  the  parsonage  was  dedicated  and  the 
note  burned  in  a  service  conducted  by  J.  Livingston  Williams. 

On  February  19,  1950,  the  church  voted  to  start  a  new  church  building  when  the  treasury  built  up  to 
$15,000  dollars  Mr,  Lewis  Petree  and  Mr.  Ruel  Pardue  were  then  elected  trustees. 

In  October  1953,  Rev.  H.  A.  Byers  suggested  that  all  members  tithe  for  at  least  one  month  to  increase 
the  buildmg  fund. 

The  decision  was  later  made  to  take  special  building  offerings  at  Sunday  School  on  Sundays  when 
there  was  no  preaching  service. 

In  December  1953,  the  membership  voted  to  sell  the  parsonage  and  place  the  money  in  the  building 
fund 

In  May  1955,  the  following  building  committee  was  elected: 

Richard  Martin  L.  H.  Petree 

Hobson  Blackburn  Tom  Hanks 

Clyde  Dimmette 

They  were  authorized  to  have  church  plans  drawn  and  to  have  the  church  building  located  east  of  the 
present  building.  Reverend  John  L.  Wells,  the  pastor,  drew  plans  for  the  new  building. 

July  10,  1955,  was  ground-breaking  day  for  the  new  church. 

Sale  of  the  old  church  building  and  contents  in  May  1956,  brought  approximately  $515.00.  Some  items 
were  purchased  by  members  and  given  back  to  the  church  for  use  in  the  basement  of  the  new  building. 

The  first  service  in  the  new  church  was  on  August  26,  1956,  with  119  persons  present  and  an  offering 
was  taken  amounting  to  $153.55. 

A  new  piano  and  Hammond  organ  were  purchased  in  1958. 

In  March  1963,  the  church  debt  was  paid  and  a  special  note-burning  service  was  held  on  May  5,  1963, 
at  the  morning  worship  hour.  Rev.  Fred  T.  Morris  was  pastor. 

Since  that  time  a  baptistry  has  been  installed  with  a  handpainted  scene  of  the  River  Jordan  in  the 
background  placed  there  by  two  of  the  members.  Other  improvements  include  a  water  fountain,  basement 
Sunday  School  rooms  painted,  tiled  and  furnished;  the  sanctuary  repainted,  carpeted  and  air  conditioned. 

Brother  Joseph  Blackburn  was  elected  pastor  on  November  24,  1963,  and  was  ordained  on  January  26, 
1964,  with  Rev.  W.  C.  Guth  officiating. 

On  June  5.  1966,  the  church  voted  to  purchase  a  parsonage  for  $10,000  dollars. 

After  Joe  Blackburn's  resignation  to  further  his  education.  Brother  Jackie  Luffman  and  Charles 
Trammel  served  as  interim  pastors. 

Rev.  Elledge  was  elected  pastor  in  June  1968,  and  still  serves  in  this  capacity.  Total  membership  in 
1978  IS  176,  and  total  value  of  church  property  is  $150,000  dollars. 

A  Fellowship  Hall  was  completed  in  1976. 
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SHOALY  BRANCH 

PASTOR:   REV.  GROVER  TILLEY 


Written  by: 
Mrs^  Harold  Swalm.  Ctiurch  Clerk  and  Mrs.   George  Smith.  Jr. 

Materials  furnished  by: 
Mrs.  Mary  Gladys  Gentry 

The  Presbytery  that  was  ordered  by  the  church  at  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church,  in  session  the  second 
Saturday  in  February  1884,  met  at  the  Johnson  School  House  on  Saturday,  March  3,  1884,  and  organized  a 
church  which  was  later  named  Shoaly  Branch  Baptist  Church.  The  church  joined  the  Elkin  Association  in 
1884,  and  delegates  were  chosen  in  August  1885,  for  the  associational  meeting. 

This  name  "Shoaly  Branch  '  was  derived,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days  for  many  places  and  towns, 
from  the  name  of  a  water  course.  Near  the  church  location  and  building  was  a  small  brook  which  trickled  its 
way  from  the  nearby  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  toward  the  mighty  ocean.  In  this  small  stream  there  were  many, 
many  shoals;  thus,  the  church  was  named  "Shoaly"  from  these  shoals,  and  "Branch"  was  added  making  the 
name  complete. 

The  letter  from  the  Cool  Springs  Baptist  Church  contained  the  names  of  39  members. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  George  M.  Burcham,  the  first  Clerk,  L.  Harrison  Carter. 

While  holding  services  in  the  Old  Johnson  School  house  building,  Mr.  Robert  Spencer  and  Mr.  Pratt 
gave  the  timber  which  was  cut  and  prepared  for  the  church  and  the  charter  members  hewed  the  logs  and 
with  the  help  of  others  did  much  hard  work  and  with  very  little  money  and  few  tools,  erected  the  present 
building  and  moved  into  it.  Many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  building,  however,  the  major  part  of  the 
original  structure  still  stands  including  the  original  hewn  logs  and  steeple.  The  original  bell  did  through  the 
years  remind  the  people  of  this  quiet  country  community  that  their  forefathers  held  an  important  place  in 
their  lives  for  the  worship  of  God. 

The  many  members  over  the  years  and  there  have  been  several  hundred  in  the  past  94  years,  who  have 
come  and  gone  as  well  as  many  beloved  pastors,  and  deacons,  laid  the  foundation  for  future  generations  to 
come  and  worship  at  this  peaceful  country  church. 

This  church  still  maintains  an  active  membership  and  a  welcome  to  all  to  come  and  worship.  This 
church  still  remains  and  always  will  be  very  "Near  and  Dear  to  the  heart  of  God".  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
built  in  1949  for  the  amount  of  SI, 000.00.  The  people  decided  to  purchase  a  piano,  and  Mr.  Earl  Nance 
helped  with  this  project.  Grace  Burcham  was  a  young  girl  and  she  played  for  the  church.  Mr.  O.  H.  Gentry 
suggested  that  the  church  buy  a  piano  and  put  the  old  one  downstairs.  A  new  Betsy  Ross  Spinett  was 
purchased  for  $395,00, 

Following  Mrs.  Burcham,  Callie  Gladwyn  Carter  Martin  was  the  pianist  until  her  death  in  the  early 
1960  s.  Miss  Glenda  Gambill  was  pianist  and  later  Miss  Betsy  Smith  assisted  her,  until  Miss  Smith  took  the 
job  of  choir  director.  Later  Miss  Rebecca  Gentry  served  as  pianist  for  a  short  time.  At  the  present  time.  Miss 
Debra  Smith  is  organist  and  Miss  Lisa  Smith  is  pianist,  as  their  assistants  they  have  Miss  Nancy  McCann, 
Miss  Deborah  Upright  and  Miss  Zana  Draughn, 
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In  1955  a  Training  Union  was  organized  and  Mrs.  Callie  Gladwyn  Carter  Martin  was  director  and 
served  faithfully  until  her  death. 

On  April  7,  1957,  a  new  pulpit  set  was  ordered  for  the  church;  during  this  time  Rev.  James  Monroe 
Reece  was  pastor.  He  died  April  3,  1957,  and  a  bronze  plaque  was  erected  on  the  new  pulpit  set  in  memory  of 
our  beloved  pastor,  Rev.  James  Monroe  Reece. 

The  church  voted  and  approved  to  purchase  new  pews  to  match  the  pulpit  set;  this  project  was 
completed. 

A  picnic  shed  was  built  in  the  year  of  1955. 

The  first  well  was  drilled  by  O.  H.  Gentry  and  donated  to  the  church  by  the  O.  H.  Gentry  family.  This 
well  served  the  church  until  1974.  A  new  well  was  drilled  and  measured  270  feet  deep  -  100  gallons  per 
minute,  with  a  total  cost  of  $1 ,975.23.  Mr.  Harold  Swaim  was  in  charge  of  making  decisions  on  the  new  well, 
because  of  his  experience  in  this  field. 

In  the  year  of  1974  the  church  voted  and  approved  to  form  a  cemetery  beautification  membership  drive 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  cemetery  grounds  in  order  as  well  as  beauty  This  has  been  a  very  worth- 
while project  for  the  church.  A  cemetery  committee  was  appointed  and  the  records  show  that  this  has  been 
very  effective. 

In  1973  and  1974  remodeling  of  the  Sunday  School  rooms  was  finished— this  included  painting, 
carpeting  and  water-proofing  the  walls. 

In  the  year  of  1974  and  1975  pledges  and  memorials  were  given  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  an  organ 
for  the  church.  This  project  was  very  successful  and  the  organ  was  placed  in  the  church  in  March  of  1976. 

Also  during  1976  cushions  were  made  for  the  pews  with  the  help  of  Chatham  Manufacturing  Company. 

At  the  present  time  (1978)  building  fund  amount  is  $1,900.00. 

Church  records  to  date— Resident  Members  70  and  Non-Resident  Members  60. 

Worship  service  date  still  remains  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each  month. 

Pastors  to  date  are  as  follows;  George  M.  Burcham,  W.  H.  Byrd,  C.  F.  Fields,  A.  J.  Williams,  S.  E. 
Gentry,  J.  R.  Jolly,  J.  W.  Brown,  W.  H.  Hollomon,  J.  M.  Currant,  W,  W.  Myers,  J.  W.  Bryant,  W.  A  Hollomon. 
Grant  Cothren,  Willie  Cooper,  Wilburn  Bryant,  M.  B.  Phillips,  A.  B.  Hayes,  I.  C.  Woodruff,  J.  C.  Hayes,  Marvin 
Burcham,  Woodrow  Wishon,  Fred  Poplin,  David  Cockerham,  James  M.  Reece,  Graham  Wooten,  Tommy 
Collins,  Glenn  Mendenhall,  Larry  Crabb,  M.  C.  Swicegood,  Grover  Tilley. 
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UNION  HILL 

PASTOR:  REV,  PHILLIP  CARTER 


The  Union  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  March  of  1948,  and  was  welcomed  into  the 
Elkm  Association  at  the  September  meeting  in  1949 

Several  people  in  the  community  felt  the  need  for  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  so  they  purchased  the 
old  Union  Hill  Methodist  Church  building  and  organized  the  Union  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Reverend 
George  Walters  was  the  first  minister  to  serve  as  pastor.  Rev  Walters  also  helped  in  organizing  the  church 
There  were  16  charter  members:  and  the  first  deacons,  Mack  Nixon,  J.  J.  Kennedy,  and  W.  M  Calloway,  were 
ordained  on  April  18.  1948.  Other  deacons  ordained  down  through  the  years  include  Grady  Money.  Reid  N 
Nixon,  and  J.  D.  Shores.  Grady  Money  now  serves  as  chairman  of  deacons. 

In  the  years  following  the  organization  of  the  church,  the  old  church  building  was  turned  around  to  face 
the  new  road.  It  has  been  remodeled,  enlarged,  and  bricked.  Since  the  church  is  small,  and  funds  not  too 
plentiful,  the  process  was  a  slow  one,  but  with  the  Grace  of  God,  all  work  has  been  completed  andthereisno 
indebtedness. 

The  church  has  a  full  size  basement,  five  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  beautiful  auditorium  New  pews 
and  pulpit  furniture  were  purchased  and  installed  in  1972. 

The  following  ministers  have  served  aspastorsforthechurchthroughtheyears.  inorderinwhichthey 
served: 

George  Walters  Cecil  Hooper  John  Love 

Floyd  Stanley  Ralph  Stanley  Bob  Vestal 

E.  M.  Eldridge  Joel  Johnson  Phillip  Carter 

Sam  Jones  Von  Byrd 

Although  resident  membership  is  only  56,  this  is  an  active,  growing  church  Property  valuation  -$35,000 
in  1978    It  has  a  library,  an  organized  WMU,  a  strong  Sunday  School,  and  an  organized  music  program. 
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WEST  ELKIN 

PASTOR:  REV.  ROLAND  HODGE 


When  the  town  of  Elkin  began  to  expand,  and  Sunset  Park  in  West  Elkin  was  developed  as  part  of  the 
town,  there  was  a  group  of  Christian  people  in  that  section  of  town  that  saw  the  need  of  a  Baptist  Church. 
They  wanted  a  church  so  their  children  and  grandchildren  might  have  a  place  to  worship.  As  one  of  the 
charter  members  said,  "I  want  my  children  to  know  what  it  means  to  hear  a  church  bell  ring  on  Sunday 
morning."  This  was  in  the  late  1930's,  and  the  nearest  church  was  Pleasant  Hill  or  First  Baptist.  There  were 
very  few  cars  and  no  way  of  traveling  except  to  walk,  so  it  was  decided  that  a  place  of  worship  was  needed 
closer  to  home.  A  group  of  Christians  began  having  meetings  in  their  homes  on  Sunday  afternoons.  Several 
preachers  came  into  these  homes  during  the  first  several  months.  Soon  they  began  to  have  Sunday  School. 
It  was  evident  that  God  was  leading  the  people  of  West  Elkin  community. 

In  the  year  1940,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  West  Elkin  Baptist  Church  was  organized,  with 
(9)  nine  charter  members.  That  same  year  a  frame  building  was  built  (at  the  same  location  of  the  present 
building).  During  the  next  ten  years  the  Lord  blessed  and  the  church  grew. 

It  was  in  November  of  1950,  when  tragedy  struck.  On  Wednesday  night  while  service  was  in  progress, 
the  building  caught  fire  and  was  burned.  Very  little  of  the  building  was  saved.  The  community  was  saddened 
by  its  loss,  but  they  didn't  give  up.  They  began  to  pray  and  work,  and  the  Lord  blessed  wonderfully.  The 
church  never  missed  a  service.  There  were  offers  from  other  churches  to  use  their  buildings,  but  the  people 
wanted  to  stay  at  home.  So,  while  meeting  in  the  basement  of  the  burned  building,  a  building  program  was 
begun.  As  they  expressed  it,  "We  had  very  little  money,  but  we  had  a  lot  of  faith  and  trust  in  the  Lord." 

In  April  of  1951,  the  congregation  was  in  a  new  brick  building,  of  which  they  were  very  proud.  During 
the  next  five  years  the  membership  doubled,  but  there  were  other  problems.  Each  time  a  baptismal  service 
was  held  they  had  to  go  to  another  church  to  use  their  baptistry.  In  1956,  the  church  had  a  remodeling 
program  at  which  time  the  choir  loft  was  changed  and  a  baptistry  added.  They,  in  turn,  have  been  able  to 
share  this  baptistry  with  other  churches.  About  this  time,  the  church  also  became  more  missions  minded, 
and  for  the  first  time  a  budget  was  adopted.  Since  that  time  it  has  given  regularly  to  the  Cooperative 
Program,  to  Home,  State  and  Foreign  Missions  special  offerings.  Construction  of  a  family  life  center  is  now 
in  progress. 

The  church  has  an  organ,  a  paved  parking  lot,  and  a  house  for  a  community  building. 

The  church  is  fully  organized  with  a  graded  Sunday  School  and  missionary  organizations.  Two  revivals 
are  held  each  year  and  worship  each  Sunday.  There  are  nine  active  deacons. 

Pastors  serving  this  church  are  as  follows: 

J    L    Powers  Harold  King 

L.  M.  Cook  W.  S.  Bradley 

Grover  Tilley  Roland  Hodge 

Clyde  Hawkins 
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NOTE:  History  on  the  following  pages  was  taken  from  Associational  Minutes  -  7972.  and  updated  material 
by  Evelyn  Blackburn. 

However,  the  Minutes  of  1904.  page  6.  gives  the  following: 

(SATURDAY)  AFTERNOON  SESSION 
"Prayer  by   Major  Foot.    On   motion,    10   o'clock.    A.M.   Sunday,   set  apart  for  the    100th 
anniversary  of  White  Plains  Church. 

SUNDAY.    OCTOBER  2.    1904 
"A  large  congregation  met  at  10  A.M.  Devotional  Exercises  by  J.  R.  Jolly.  Centennial  address 
by  Major  Foot 

If  1904  was  the  Centennial  observance  of  White  Plains  Church,  the  organization  date  would  have  had 
to  be  1803  or  1804  (not  1834  as  shown  in  the  history). 

Also,  old  Minutes  reveal  that  White  Plains  had  representation  at  Elkin  Baptist  Associational  meetings  at 
all  sessions  except  1906  throughout  the  entire  100  years.  It  was  host  to  the  association  in  1886.  1895.  1904. 
1912.   1920.   1927.   1939.   1951.   1961  and  1977. 

This  church  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Elkin  Association  along  with  other  churches  from  the 
Brier  Creek  Association  in  1879.  Therefore,  the  statement  in  the  church  history  concerning  delegates  being 
appointed  to  ask  for  a  letter  of  dismission  from  Brier  Creek  in  September  1907  is  confusing.  However,  it 
might  be  possible  that  the  church  went  back  to  Brier  Creek  in  1906  -  the  year  it  was  not  represented  in  Elkin 
Association. 

MAJOR  JAMES  H.   FOOTE 

Perhaps  it  is  noteworthy  to  give  a  little  background  information  on  Major  Foot  (Foote).  Died  in  1909  at 
the  age  of  84. 

Born  in  1825.  he  attended  the  mysterious  Peter  Stewart  Ney  school,  graduated  with  honors  from  Wake 
Forest  College  in  1852.  later  occupied  the  Greek  chair  there.  Formed  a  company  of  100  of  his  students  and 
joined  Lee  in  Virginia  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  During  64-65,  he  was  a  member  of  Governor  Vance's 
staff  with  rank  of  Adj.  General. 

Elected  to  State  Senate  in  1875. 

Member.  Board  of  Commissioners  for  several  years 

Superintendent  of  Wilkes  County  Schools  1897-1899 

An  ardent  Baptist 

Deacon  of  Brier  Creek  Church  for  around  50  years 

Wrote  history  of  Brier  Creek  Association 

Father  of  Rear  Admiral.  Percy  Wright  Foote.  U.  S.  Navy  and  Lieutenant  Commander  &  Chief  Surgeon 
Ovid  Clemmons  Foote.  U.  S.  Naval  Base  Hospital.  Brest  France.   World  War  I. 

(The  Land  of  Wilkes.  Hayes) 

This  brief  character  sketch  is  given  to  show  the  quality  of  leadership  that  enabled  missionary  Baptist 
churches  to  grow  and  develop  in  spite  of  economic  hardships  and  political  upheavels.  Although  Major  Foot 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Elkin  Association,  he  was  often  present  at  meetings  and  took  great  interest  in  the 
various  causes  supported  by  the  associations  in  the  area.  It  is  noted  that  he  made  the  Centennial  address  at 
the  Brier  Creek  Church  in  August  1883. 
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WHITE  PLAINS 

PASTOR:  REV.  FRANK  WALKER 


In  the  year  of  1834,  Brier  Creek  Baptist  Church  sent  an  Arm  to  the  community  known  as  White  Plains,  to 
organize  a  Baptist  Church,  They  met  with  the  people  of  the  community  in  a  log  schoolhouse.  After  the  church 
was  organized.  Noah  Jarvis  gave  a  plot  of  land  on  which  to  build  a  church.  As  the  schoolhouse  was  small,  a 
brush  arbor  was  built  near  the  schoolhouse  to  provide  space  for  worship  services  until  the  church  could  be 
built. 

In  September  1837,  John  Brewer  and  John  Joiner  were  delegates  in  the  Brier  Creek  Association, 
representing  White  Plains,  The  first  record  books  of  White  Plains  have  been  lost  and  the  remaining  portion  of 
this  history  begins  in  April  1906,  In  this  conference,  L.  B,  Murray  was  Moderator  and  W,  V,  By rd.  Church  Clerk. 
At  this  time,  J.  R.  Creed  joined  by  letter.  Charity  Alexander  joined  by  experience  and  baptism.  Bine  Foster  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismission 

A  series  of  meetings  began  the  third  Sunday  in  November  1906,  and  continued  day  and  night.  Ten 
persons  were  baptized  on  November  25th,  and  on  November  29th,  twelve  persons  were  baptized,  making  a 
total  of  twenty-two  new  members.  Thus  ended  a  glorious  revival. 

Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  January  1907,  was  set  apart  for  the  ordination  of  Brother  W.  S. 
Edwards  into  the  Baptist  Ministry.  The  Presbytery  consisted  of  L.  B.  Murray,  H.  V,  Hix  and  C,  W,  Cheeks. 

The  church  had  a  rule  if  a  member  was  absent  from  conference  as  many  as  three  times,  a  committee 
was  sent  to  learn  why.  Three  of  the  male  members  quit  attending  the  conference  and  two  committees  were 
appointed  to  visit  two  of  the  members  and  the  clerk  was  requested  to  write  a  letter  to  the  other  member  and 
ask  why  he  had  not  attended  the  meetings.  At  the  next  conference  the  church  gave  the  committee  another 
month  to  contact  the  deliquent  members.  At  the  end  of  that  month  the  clerk  was  requested  to  write  and  ask 
them  to  fill  their  seats  in  the  next  conference.  If  they  failed  to  do  so,  they  would  be  excluded  for  contempt  of 
church.  One  member  finally  returned  to  church.  He  reported  that  his  wife  had  been  sick  and  he  could  not 
leave  her,  but  he  would  try  to  attend  meetings  in  a  more  regular  manner. 

In  December  1907,  the  end  of  two  fruitful  years  for  the  church,  a  number  of  members  by  both  baptism 
and  by  letter  were  added  to  the  church  with  L,  B,  Murray  as  pastor. 

W,  A,  Holleman  was  the  next  pastor. 

In  September  1907,  White  Plains  appointed  delegates  to  ask  for  a  letter  of  dismission  from  Brier  Creek 
Association  and  appointed  another  set  of  delegates  to  attend  the  Elkin  Association. 

On  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  October  1909,  Levi  McCann  was  elected  as  Moderator  and 
served  until  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  October  1911,  then  L.  B.  Murray  was  elected  pastor.  A  year 
later,  the  Moderator  requested  that  the  church  be  painted  and  the  following  members  were  appointed  to  get 
up  money  to  buy  the  paint:  Lula  Mastin,  Bessie  Bolden,  Lessie  Alexander,  Ethel  Harris,  Jettie  Colvard,  Ora 
Sparks,  Alice  Spicer  and  Maude  Harris, 

Rev,  John  Burcham  was  elected  pastor  in  November  1924,  and  during  his  pastorate  a  number  of 
persons  joined  by  letter  and  by  baptism. 

At  the  close  of  the  revival  the  third  week  in  August  1928,  eight  candidates  for  baptism  were  baptized  by 
the  pastor,  J,  S.  Bryant,  The  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  nine  were  baptized.  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  October  1947,  the  deacons  and  male  members  met  at  10:00  am,,  to  discuss  the  question  of 
remodeling  the  old  church  or  to  build  a  new  one,  Paul  Byrd  and  Coy  McCann  were  appointed  to  investigate 
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the  price  of  material  and  the  kind  it  would  take  The  decision  was  made  to  build  a  new  church.  A  building 
committeemettodecideonabuildingsiteasthepresentchurchlotwasnot  satisfactory.  In  November,  it  was 
reported  that  Carl  Sparks  had  agreed  to  set  up  the  church  on  a  boundary  of  land. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  January  1948,  Arvil  Alexander  read  the  deed  for  the  church  lot.  The  building 
committee  was  asked  to  contact  T  M.  Settle  for  his  advice  in  using  the  old  building,  to  get  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  new  church  and  to  draw  plans.  At  the  June  conference,  it  was  agreed  that  work  would  start  on  the 
newchu  re  h  as  soon  as  arrangementscould  be  made. Onthethird  Sunday  in  December  1948,  at8:30p.m..the 
old  church  building  was  sold  at  public  auction  for  five  hundred  dollars:  the  sum  to  go  on  the  new  building. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  September  1949,  a  business  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to 
brick  veneer  the  church:  the  amount  paid  in  and  subscribed  was  $2,000. 

In  the  third  week  of  August  a  revival  meeting  began  with  Rev.  Clate  Brown  as  guest  speaker,  bringing  a 
wonderful  message  each  service.  There  were  nineteen  additions  to  the  church,  eighteen  by  baptism  and  one 
by  letter. 

In  the  March  1955  conference,  the  church  decided  to  buy  some  pews  for  the  church  from  Southern  Desk 
Company  of  Hickory,  N.C.  The  price  was  52,435,00.  to  be  paid  in  twelve  months.  The  church  voted  to  advertise 
and  sell  the  old  pews  and  three  pulpit  chairs.  The  sale  was  held  on  the  church  ground.  July  23.  at  2:00  p.m. 
Proceeds  of  sale  went  on  the  new  church  pews. 

Paul  By rd.  Will  Jolly,  and  Walter  Bryant  were  appointed  to  move  the  pews  so  the  floor  could  be  finished 
before  the  new  pews  were  installed. 

The  church  voted  to  buy  fifty  Hymnals. 

The  third  Sunday  in  June  1955.  the  church  voted  to  buy  36  chairs  and  three  tables  for  Beginner  and 
Primary  classes. 

In  September  1963,  Dennis  Walker  was  given  the  go  ahead  to  cover  the  church  and  paint  the  steeple- 
July  17,  1966.  Conference  was  changed  from  the  third  Saturday  to  the  third  Sunday  night.  Pastors  salary 
was  increased  to  $200  per  month. 

Rev  Frank  Walker,  pastor,  resigned  the  first  Sunday  in  March  1971 ,  resignation  to  become  effective  the 
first  Sunday  in  June.  Rev.  Rex  Shumate  was  elected  as  pastor  in  July  1971. 

In  converence  the  third  Sunday  night  in  July  1971 .  the  church  voted  to  paint  the  church  walls,  sand  and 
refinish  the  floor,  carpet  the  floors  and  stairway,  buy  a  new  piano  and  a  Show  and  Tell  Projector. 

The  church  has  made  great  strides  during  the  70's,  Sunday  School  and  worship  service  offerings  have 
been  combined  and  no  doubt  the  greatest  accomplishment  has  been  going  to  full-time  service.  Various 
committees  have  been  set  up  to  help  carry  on  the  Lord's  work  such  as  carrying  tapes  of  services  to  the  sick  and 
shut-in:  and  special  services  each  Sunday  for  an  "Honorary  Member ",  presenting  each  one  a  beautiful  rose. 

Physical  improvements  have  been  constructing  ramps  and  walk-ways  for  handicapped  people, 
installing  central  air-conditioning,  carpeting  basement,  replacing  old  windows  with  stained  glass  ones,  and 
purchasing  new  drapes,  new  pulpit  furniture  and  a  new  piano.  More  land  has  been  purchased  in  order  to 
extend  the  cemetery  and  parking  area.  A  picnic  shelter  has  also  been  erected. 

Rev  Frank  Walker  was  again  called  to  be  pastor  in  1977.  He  and  his  wife  continue  to  provide  inspiring 
leadership  in  1978.  Total  membership  is  309  and  value  of  church  property  -  including  pastor's  home  -  is 
$130,000.  It  also  has  a  church  library. 

Old  Minutes  reveal  that  the  following  pastors  served  White  Plains  Church  prior  to  1906: 


1879-1880 

G.  M.  Burcham 

1890 

J.  H.  Yarboro 

1881 

J.  Jordan 

1891-1892 

D.  J.  Roberts 

1882 

1.  N.  Hanes 

1893-1894 

E.  N.  Gwyn 

1883-1885.  1888 

D   J,  Roberts 

1895-1904 

G.  M.  Burcham 

1889 

W.  F    Byrd 

1905 

L.  B.  Murray 

Pastors  who  have  served  White  Plains  from  1906  to  the  present  time  in  chronological  order: 

L.  B.  Murray  Lloyd  J.  Pardue 

W.  A,  Holloman  R.  A;  Call 

G.  M.  Burcham  George  Walters 

Levi  McCann  Cecil  Hooper 

J    S,  Elliot  Bill  Pruitt 

A.  T.  Pardue  GroverTilley 

Grant  Cothren  Albert  Pruit 

John  Burcham  Frank  Walker 

James  Bryant  Rex  Shumate 

Pervis  Parks  Frank  Walker 
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Ministers  who  have  been  ordained  from  1906  to  the  present  time: 

W.  S.  Edwards 
B.  C.  Jordan 
Philemon  Cheeks 
John  Foster 
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Church  Withdrawals 


Space  does  not  permit  a  complete  history  of  the  43  churches  that  have  been  a  part  of  the  Elkm  Baptist 
Association  during  this  first  century.  In  some  cases  very  little  information  is  available,  but  an  attempt  is 
made  to  show  the  contribution  made  by  each  church  that  is  no  longer  a  part  of  the  organization. 

BAPTIST  HOME  CHURCH  -  Organized  in  the  Mulberry  Community  of  Wilkes  County  in  January  1880,  with 
ten  charter  members.  Joined  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  in  1880.  but  there  was  a  period  of  inactivity  from 
1888  to  1895.  During  this  period,  it  was  noted  in  the  Minutes  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  this 
church  with  the  report  that  "there  is  a  favorable  chance  of  not  only  reestablishing  the  Church  but  of  making 
it  a  stronger  and  better  church."  It  was  recommended  that  someone  be  sent  to  preach  to  those  people. 
Apparently  the  problems  were  worked  out  as  the  church  rejoined  the  association  in  1895,  and  remained 
active  until  it  joined  the  Stone  Mountain  Association  in  1898,  where  it  is  still  a  very  strong  and  active  church. 
Pastors  while  in  the  association  were  John  Adams,  James  D.  Tinsley,  James  Burchett,  John  Brooks.  J.  N. 
Brooks  and  Grant  Cothren.  Membership  was  20  when  it  left  the  Elkin  Association. 

BESSIE'S  CHAPEL  -  Included  in  the  regular  church  histories  as  it  had  been  a  member  of  the  association 
from  the  time  it  was  organized  up  to  1975.  Rev.  Joe  Souther  was  pastor  the  last  year  of  association  partici- 
pation. Membership  was  169. 

CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Charter  member  of  the  association.  Also  included  in  regular  church  histories 
inasmuch  as  it  was  a  member  for  90  years.  Rev.  Marvin  Blackburn  was  pastor  when  the  church  withdrew  in 
1968.  Membership  was  134.  Host  to  the  association  in  1884,  1909,  1923,  1934. 

DEHART  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Charter  member.  John  Adams  was  listed  as  pastor  when  the  church  joined 
the  association  as  a  newly  constituted  organization.  Delegates  were  G.  W.  Adams.  Z.  S.  Myers,  and  J.  N. 
Brooks.  Membership  was  21  and  the  Minute  Fund  80C.  According  to  information  in  the  Stone  Mountain 
Association  History,  DeHart  Church  was  organized  October  11.  1879,  in  the  DeHart  School  House  on 
DeHart  Branch  near  the  present  church.  The  name  "DeHart"  was  probably  derived  from  a  man  named 
Elijah  Dehart,  who  lived  in  the  area  about  1797.  Zedric  Myers  gave  the  land  for  the  first  church  building  in 
1880.  Timber  was  cut  on  the  property.  The  Inside  was  not  finished  until  1897,  at  which  time  the  church 
withdrew  to  become  a  charter  member  of  the  Stone  Mountain  Association.  Grant  Cothren  was  pastor.  Other 
known  pastors  prior  to  Rev.  Cothren  were  J.  N.  Brooks,  Callie  Blevins,  W.  W.  Myers,  J.  J.  Caudill  and  John 
Brown. 

FISHING  CREEK  -  Organized  in  1822.  Joined  in  1881,  from  the  Brier  Creek  Association.  8.  P.  Smith  of 
Wilkesborough  was  pastor.  Delegates  were  S.  P.  Smith  and  A.  Miller.  Membership  was  listed  as  20.  The 
association  met  there  in  1882  and  1905.  Other  known  pastors  were  I.  T.  Prevette,  Milton  McNeill,  A.  T. 
Pardue,  J.  A.  Foster  and  M.  Walker.  Membership  was  listed  at  59  when  a  letter  of  dismissal  was  granted  in 
1908.  Pascal  -  Volume  II  lists  this  church  as  a  charter  member  of  the  Brier  Creek  Association  formed  from 
the  Yadkin  in  1822.  Rev.  Smith  also  served  as  pastor  for  48  years,  according  to  Pascal. 

GUM  ORCHARD  -  Organized  in  1865  at  Kapps  Mill.  Charter  member  -  from  the  Brier  Creek  Association. 
S.  F.  Simmons,  pastor;  membership  24.  Other  known  pastors  were  D.  J.  Roberts,  J.  K.  Franklin,  William 
Harris,  W.  F.  Byrd,  C.  F.  Fields  and  A.  J.  Williams.  This  was  an  active,  growing  church,  having  reached  a 
membership  of  72  at  the  time  of  withdrawal  in  1903  to  join  the  new  Surry  Association.  Host  to  the  Elkin 
Association  in  1883  and  1900. 

LONG  CREEK  -  Charter  member  from  the  Brier  Creek  Association.  A.  E.  Myers,  pastor:  membership  18. 
Other  known  pastors  were  J.  Hughes,  A.  J.  Williams,  William  Harris.  It  is  not  known  what  happened  to  this 
church  as  there  is  no  representation  after  1887.  Apparently  it  ceased  to  function  as  a  church  as  inquiries 
have  failed  to  get  any  other  information.  The  post  office  was  listed  as  Good  Springs.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
this  church  is  one  of  four  listing  a  Sunday  School  in  1886,  with  a  total  attendance  of  40. 

LIBERTY  GROVE  -  Knotsville  in  Wilkes  County.  Originally  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Association.  Joined 
Elkin  Association  in  1887,  with  a  membership  of  51 .  Pastors  were  listed  as  White  &  Burchitt.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  active  and  fastest  growing  church  in  the  association  until  its  withdrawal  m  1918  to  join  Stone 
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Mountain.  Sunday  School  enrollment  had  grown  to  113  when  It  withdrew.  It  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
missions  and  all  causes.  Pastors  in  addition  to  the  two  above  were  C.  F.  Fields,  I.  T.  Prevette,  A.  T.  Pardew, 
G.  M.  Burcham,  W.  W.  Myers,  W.  T.  Comer,  A.  B.  Hays,  A.  T.  Pardue  and  J.  S.  Elliott.  Host  to  the  association 
in  1888,  1898  and  1910. 

MAPLE  SPRINGS  -  Ronda.  Organized  in  1943.  Joined  the  association  in  1945;  John  Luffman,  pastor; 
membership  47.  Not  represented  in  '48,  '49  and  '50.  Other  pastors  while  in  the  association  through  1967  were 
J.  Martin  Luffman,  Edd  O.  Miller,  Woodrow  Wishon,  Vestal  Moore  and  Cecil  Hooper.  This  church  experi- 
enced tremendous  growth  during  the  22  years  it  was  in  the  association.  Frequency  of  preaching  had 
advanced  from  one  to  four  Sundays  and  membership  had  grown  to  187  in  1968. 

MOUNT  CARMEL  -  Cherry  Lane.  Located  on  Highway  21  between  Roaring  Gap  and  Cherry  Lane.  Newly 
constituted  when  it  joined  the  association  in  1884,  with  nine  members.  J.  A.  Jordan  was  pastor.  Other 
pastors  were  D.  J.  Roberts,  William  Harris,  A.  McKnight,  W.  J.  Combs  and  J.  R.  Jolly.  Membership  had 
grown  to  34  in  1897,  at  which  time  a  letter  of  dismissal  was  granted  to  the  new  Stone  Mountain  Association. 

MOUNT  PISGAH  -  Dockery.  Organized  in  February  1879,  and  became  a  constitutional  member  of  the  Elkin 
Association.  B.  W.  Ashley,  pastor;  membership  35.  Other  pastors  while  in  the  association  were  D.  J.  Roberts, 
J.  A.  Jordan,  J.  W.  Burchette,  W.  W.  Myers,  W.  J.  Combs,  J.  J.  Caudill  and  J.  W.  Brown,  who  was  pastor  when 
it  was  released  to  join  the  new  Stone  Mountain  Association  in  1897.  Membership  had  grown  to  51.  Host  to 
the  association  in  1887.  A  complete  list  of  charter  members  are  in  the  Stone  Mountain  Association  History, 
where  Mount  Pisgah  remains  an  active,  growing  church. 

MULBERRY  -  Mulberry.  Very  little  is  known  about  this  church  as  it  had  a  brief  stay  in  the  association  - 
joining  in  1894  and  no  further  representation  after  1895.  J.  W.  Burchett,  pastor;  membership  10.  Sunday 
School  enrollment  was  40  and  $1 .00  was  pledged  to  the  orphanage  fund.  (May  have  been  Mulberry  Primitive 
Baptist,  three  miles  south  of  McGrady  -  Hayes,  Land  of  Wilkes) 

NEW  LIGHT  #1  -  Lomax.  According  to  information  in  the  Stone  Mountain  Association  History,  this  church 
was  organized  in  1890,  and  the  present  church  which  is  still  an  active  and  growing  part  of  that  organization 
is  built  on  property  given  by  Hiram  Prevette  and  his  wife  Phoebe  in  1896,  the  year  it  joined  this  association. 
Grant  Cothren,  pastor;  membership  24.  Released  to  become  a  charter  member  of  Stone  Mountain  in  1897. 

PINEY  GROVE  -  Abshers.  Organized  in  1888,  and  joined  the  association  in  1891.  C.  Blevins  (probably 
Calloway),  pastor;  membership  39.  Other  known  pastors  were  W.  J.  Combs  and  J.  W.  Brown.  Also  released 
in  1897  to  become  a  charter  member  of  Stone  Mountain. 

RIVERSIDE  -  Devotion.  (Between  Mountain  Park  and  Reynolds  Estate).  It  is  not  known  when  this  church 
was  organized  but  it  joined  the  association  in  1889.  A.  J.  Williams,  pastor;  membership  26.  Other  known 
pastors  were  William  Harris,  A.  McKnight  and  J.  R.  Jolly.  No  significant  growth  was  noted  while  in  the 
association.  Released  in  1899,  to  Stone  Mountain,  where  it  remained  active  until  1923. 

ROARING  GAP  -  Organized  in  1894  as  an  arm  of  Traphill  Baptist  Church  at  Park  Institute  (later  known  as 
Peach  Orchard  School).  J.  W.  Burchette  was  pastor  and  membership  16,  at  the  time  it  joined  the  Elkin 
Association  (same  year).  Other  pastors  in  succession  were  G.  M.  Burcham,  J.  R.  Jolly  and  L.  B.  Murray,  who 
was  pastor  when  the  church  withdrew  to  join  Stone  Mountain  in  1907.  Host  to  a  four-day  session  of  Elkin 
Association  in  October  1906. 

SHADY  GROVE  -  Wilkesboro.  Joined  the  association  in  1880.  B.  W.  Ashley,  pastor;  membership  15.  Other 
known  pastors  were  Milton  McNeill  and  A.  T.  Pardue.  Last  representation  was  in  1890  -  membership  had 
grown  to  64  and  Sunday  School  enrollment  was  48.  No  reference  in  the  Minutes  as  to  why  this  church  left 
the  association. 

SOUTH  FORK  -  Good  Springs,  N.C.  Joined  the  association  in  1895.  W.  H.  Melton  was  pastor  and  A.  J. 
Combs  was  clerk.  Membership  was  nine.  There  was  no  further  reference  to  this  church  after  1896.  (D.  O. 
Calloway,  father  of  Mrs.  Allie  Duncan,  recalls  Good  Springs  post  office  in  the  Mitchell's  River  area  and  Alice 
Snow  as  postmaster).  It  could  be  the  church  now  known  as  Regular  Baptist  or  possibly  failed  to  function  as 
a  church. 
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TRAPHILL  -  Organized  November  5.  1887,  and  joined  Elkin  Association  in  1888.  T.  M,  Honeycutt.  pastor; 
membership  40,  Other  pastors  in  succession  were  J  H.  Lewellyn.  J.  H,  Yarboro.  W.  F,  Byrd,  C,  Blevlns  and  J. 
W  Burchette.  Membership  had  grown  to  1 17  in  1897.  when  it  was  released  to  become  a  charter  member  of 
the  new  Stone  Mountain  Association.  Host  to  the  Elkin  Association  In  1889. 

UNION  CROSS  -  Received  by  letterfrom  the  Yadkin  Association  In  1890.  A.  J.  Williams,  pastor;  membership 
13  Other  pastors  were  W  H.  Melton,  R  P.  Coram.  In  1899,  last  year  this  church  was  represented, 
membership  was  44.  Post  office  listed  as  Venable,  N.C.  Probably  joined  the  new  Surry  Association  formed 
from  the  Yadkin  in  1903,  as  It  Is  an  active  member  in  that  organization  at  this  time. 

UNION  HILL  -  Kapp  s  Mill  A  newly  constituted  church  that  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Elkin  Association. 
William  Harris,  pastor;  membership  16.  Other  pastors  to  follow  were  J.  K.  Franklin,  A.  J.  Williams,  W,  F.  Byrd, 
E.  F.  Kane,  R.  K.  Johnson  and  J.  R.  Jolly.  Not  represented  after  1906.  At  that  time  membership  was  17  and  a 
50C  pledge  was  made  to  the  orphanage  fund.  (Not  the  present  Union  Hill,) 
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Baptist  Hospital 


North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  was  founded  in  1923  as  a  missionary  ministry  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention.  It  was  operated  as  an  80-bed  community  hospital  until  1941 ,  at  which  time  in  cooperation  with 
Wake  Forest,  it  became  the  principal  teaching  hospital  of  the  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine. 

The  medical  school  and  enlarged  hospital  facilities  that  ensued  was  considered  to  be  worth 
$2,000,000,  a  staggering  sum  at  that  time.  Continuous  growth  and  development  has  made  this  huge  medical 
complex  into  one  of  the  leading  medical  centers  in  the  United  States.  Extensive  research  in  all  facets  of 
illness  and  health  is  carried  out  -  its  chief  purpose  to  improve  the  ability  to  prevent  disease  and  treat  it  more 
effectively  when  it  does  occur. 

The  three-fold  purpose  of  the  medical  center  is  teaching,  healing  and  ministering  to  the  spiritual  needs 
of  patients,  students  and  staff  members. 

Many  area  ministers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  excellent  training  offered  by  the  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care.  This  area  is  also  enriched  by  three  dedicated  physicians  who  received  their  education  at 
Wake  Forest  and  the  Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medicine:  Dr.  C.  A.  McNeill,  Jr.,  Dr.  V.  W.  Taylor  and  Dr.  Hal 
Stuart. 

Hugh  Chatham  Memorial  Hospital  has  benefitted  from  having  many  of  its  nursing  school  graduates  on 
its  staff.  However,  the  nursing  school  which  was  in  operation  since  1926,  was  phased  out  in  1975. 

Special  consideration  has  been  given  to  ministers,  missionaries  and  thousands  who  have  not  been 
able  to  pay  for  medical  care. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church  is  recorded  as  the  first  church  in  the  association  to  make  a  contribution  to  the 
hospital  listed  under  "State-wide  Missions  Objects"  in  1928.  The  amount  was  $4.45. 

In  1929,  the  hospital  committee  T.  C.  DeBorde  and  T,  L.  Byrd  made  the  following  recommendation: 
".  .  .  We  feel  it  is  our  duty  to  help  maintain  and  support  this  institution  from  the  simple  fact 
that  it  is  a  charitable  institution,  helping  those  who  are  unable  to  help  themselves.  We 
recommend  that  this  association  contribute  to  its  support." 

The  1931  report  to  the  association  mentioned  the  Mother's  Day  offering  for  the  first  time  and  urged  the 
churches  to  "take  a  collection  for  this  hospital"  on  the  second  Sunday  in  May.  Of  2,725  patients  treated  the 
past  year,  591  were  full  charity  and  1009  part  pay.  Pleasant  Hill  was  again  the  only  church  reporting  a  special 
offering  of  $6.47. 

The  churches  were  slow  to  respond  to  the  plea  for  financial  support,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
this  was  a  time  of  hardship  throughout  the  entire  country  due  to  the  "great  depression." 

However,  in  later  years,  the  Elkin  Association  achieved  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  one  in  the  state 
to  be  100%  in  giving  financial  assistance  to  the  hospital. 

The  following  is  a  periodical  schedule  of  special  offerings: 


Date 


No.  of  Churches 


1932 

12 

Elkin  Valley  gave 

1933 

12 

Elkin  Valley        19.00) 
Pleasant  Hill        7.16) 
Pleasant  Home    2.00) 

1934 

12 

Six  gave 

1935 

12 

Four  gave 

1945 

16 

Fourteen  gave 

1953 

21 

All  gave 

1954 

21 

All  gave 

1955 

21 

All  gave 

1958 

21 

All  gave 

1959 

22 

All  gave 

1960 

22 

All  gave 

1965 

23 

All  gave 

1966 

23 

All  gave 

1975 

22 

Seventeen  gave 

1976 

22 

Eighteen  gave 

1977 

22 

Sixteen 

1978 

22 

Fifteen  gave 

Amount 


$      10.40 


28.16 
51.74 
44.67 
1,109.36 
1,421.00 
1,195.00 
1,415.00 
1,510.00 
1,509.00 
1,673.00 
1,987.00 
2,242.00 
2,109.00 
1,880.00 
2,363.00 
2,070.00 


An  up-to-date  report  on  the  pro- 
gress of  the  hospital  and  medical 
school  was  given  by  committee 
members  and  incorporated  in  the 
minutes    each    year    since    1929. 
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It  is  evident  that  in  the  70s  there  is  a  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  churches  giving  through  the 
special  offering.  This  could  be  attributed  to  most  of  the  churches  participating  in  the  cooperative  program. 

As  the  century  closes,  the  Mother's  Day  offering  is  phased  out  and  the  hospital  offering  included  in  the 
six-way  North  Carolina  Missions  offering  to  take  effect  in  the  fall  of  1979. 
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Homes  for  the  Aging 


Baptist  Homes  for  the  Aging  tiad  their  beginning  in  1950  with  the  establishing  of  Rest  Haven  in 
Winston-Salem,  which  began  operating  on  March  16,  1951. 

This  home  was  the  culmination  of  efforts  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Hayes,  a  dedicated  minister,  outstanding 
Baptist  leader,  member  of  an  illustrious  Wilkes  County  family,  and  other  dedicated  Christians. 

For  some  time  Southern  Baptist  State  Conventions  had  recognized  the  need  for  facilities  to  care  for  the 
large  segment  of  aging  Americans  heretofore  cared  for  by  family  members.  Rapid  changes  in  the  way  of  life 
following  World  War  II,  and  the  prospects  of  a  longer  life  span  due  to  medical  progress  in  Geriatrics,  created 
a  need  to  which  Baptist  leaders  responded. 

Rev.  Hayes  was  the  first  general  superintendent  of  Rest  Haven,  and  served  in  this  capacity  for  a  period 
of  10  years.  This  home  had  facilities  to  care  for  19  people  and  was  soon  filled  to  capacity.  Applicants  were 
received  on  the  basis  of  need  and  room  availability  regardless  of  financial  status. 

Business  firms  and  individuals  gave  excellent  support  to  the  Homes  from  the  beginning,  in  addition  to 
church  support.  Endowments,  wills  and  memorials  are  other  forms  of  support  that  have  evolved  over  the 
years. 

The  Associational  Minutes  of  1952  gave  a  thorough  progress  report  of  Rest  Haven  -  just  18  months 
after  opening  its  doors.  Rev.  Hayes  was  present  at  the  meeting  that  year  and  stressed  the  need  for  expansion 
to  take  care  of  more  aging  Baptist  people.  By  1953,  a  special  offering  day  was  established  in  February,  and 
all  churches  were  urged  to  observe  this  special  day.  There  is  no  indication  as  to  how  much  financial 
assistance  was  rendered  by  the  association  until  1955,  as  shown  by  the  following  table:  (14  of  21  churches) 

Center   $   12.50 

Cool  Springs     32.27 

East  Elkin     12.00 

Elkin  First    97.25 

Elkin  Valley  78.00 

Macedonia   16.90 

Mineral  Springs    75.00 

Oak  Grove   20.34 

Pleasant  Hill    165.54 

Poplar  Springs  15.00 

Shoaly  Branch    19.00 

Union  Hill    9.25 

West  Elkin    28.80 

White  Plains    30.00 

$611.85 

Albemarle  Home  was  established  in  1953  and  construction  of  an  Administration  and  Residential 
building  on  a  34-acre  tract  of  land  just  outside  Winston-Salem  was  well  underway  in  1955. 

The  first  designated  offering  listing  separate  "Homes  for  Aging"  support  was  in  1963  -  17  churches  of 
23  gave  a  total  offering  of  $943.00.  Ten  churches  also  gave  through  the  Cooperative  Program. 

The  extensive  growth  of  this  vital  ministry  is  shown  by  the  addition  of  homes  in  numerical  order: 
Rest  Haven  1951       Winston-Salem 

Albemarle  Home  1953       Albemarle 

Hayes  Home  1957      Winston-Salem 

(office  facilities,  dining  room,  kitchen,  chapel,  infirmary,  recreational  and 
handicraft  space,  room  for  40  additional  residents  and  a  nursing  unit)  - 
(bears  name  of  founder  since  1960) 
Hamilton  Home  1962       Hamilton 

Yanceyville  Home  1967      Yanceyville 

Western  Carolina  Asheville  (to  open  in  1979) 

These  six  homes  now  care  for  around  300  people.  An  apartment  project  started  on  Hayes  Home 
property  in  1977,  will  have  four  duplex  apartments  that  will  care  for  16  additional  persons. 

Elkin  churches  are  responding  warmly  to  the  Scriptural  admonition,  "Cast  me  not  off  in  time  of  old 
age". 
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Increase  in  support  is  noted  by  the  following  table  in  addition  to  Cooperative  Program  gifts: 

1963  $  943.00 

1964  887.00 

1965  859.00 

1966  889.00 

1967  816.00 

1968  824.00 

1969  792.00 

1970  1,161.00 

1971  1,149.00 

1972  1,089.00 

1973  1,370.00 

1974  1,533.00 

1975  1,468.00 

1976  1,880.00 

1977  1,846.00 

1978  1,823.00 
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North  Carolina  Baptist  Children's  Homes 

(Orphanage)       (Mills  Home) 

Just  mentioning  the  word  "orphanage"  strikes  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of  Baptists  throughout 
North  Carolina.  This  ministry  has  been  supported  wholeheartedly  by  the  Elkin  Association  since  the  first 
"Orphanage"  was  established  at  Thomasville  in  September  1884,  through  the  combined  efforts  of  John  H. 
Mills  and  other  church  leaders.  The  home  opened  its  doors  in  1885. 

In  addition  to  its  general  concern  for  homeless  children,  the  association  has  a  very  personal  tie  with 
the  homes  as  five  children  (known  to  this  writer)  from  the  Elkin  area  spent  childhood  and  teenage  years  in 
the  home  at  Thomasville.  Two  of  these,  Mrs.  Lester  (Emily)  Holloway  and  Mrs.  Junior  (Margaret)  Kennedy, 
live  in  the  Elkin  area,  making  their  contributions  as  dedicated  Christian  homemakers  and  leaders  in  their 
churches  and  communities.  The  twins,  Ruth  and  Ruby,  are  Mrs.  Richard  Vehalage  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Peabody, 
respectively.  Both  have  made  outstanding  contributions  to  the  state  of  Delaware  in  administrative  capacities 
in  addition  to  being  wives  and  mothers  with  children  now  taking  places  of  leadership.  Mrs.  Grady  (Mamie 
Johnson)  Harris,  deceased,  also  made  her  contribution  as  a  dedicated  Christian  homemaker  and  sales- 
person. Her  four  children— Bill,  Sam,  Jim  and  Hoyland  Walls— are  all  members  of  First  Baptist  Church. 

The  Foster  Home  Care  Program  was  carried  out  in  this  area  by  the  late  J.  S.  Thomasson  and  Mrs. 
Thomasson,  who  gave  loving  care  and  support  to  29  children  over  a  period  of  approximately  15-20  years. 

J.  Parker  McLendon,  pastor  of  Elkin  First  Baptist,  and  a  past  moderator  of  the  association,  left  his 
pastorate  in  1969  to  serve  as  Superintendent  of  Mills  Home  and  Piedmont  Area  Regional  Director.  He  is 
currently  Executive  Secretary  of  North  Carolina  Child  Care  Association,  with  headquarters  in  Lexington, 
N.C.,  and  is  a  part  of  this  ministry's  phenomenal  growth. 

The  first  home  opened  at  Thomasville  on  a  300-acre  tract  of  land  with  "springs  of  water,  abundance  of 
wood  and  good  land  for  cultivation." 

Just  three  years  later,  in  1888,  the  association  went  on  record  with  its  support.  J.  H.  Mills, 
Superintendent  of  the  Home,  was  present  at  the  meeting  and  spoke  to  the  report  given  by  T.  M.  Honeycutt 
and  A.  M.  Church.  It  was  noted  that  90  children  were  being  cared  for  in  facilities  planned  for  around  72.  An 
offering  was  taken  that  amounted  to  $24.12,  more  than  half  the  entire  amount  for  all  associational  causes. 

By  1895,  churches  were  urged  to  take  an  annual  offering  for  support  of  the  "Orphanage".  Fourteen  out 
of  24  churches  pledged  a  total  of  $25.00. 

ORPHANAGE 

Our  Orphanage  at  Thomasville  is  an  enterprise  all  Baptist  should  be  proud  of.  It  is  a 
good  Charitable  Institution  and  commends  its  support  to  all  Christian  people  in  the  State. 
There  are  now  about  125  orphan  children  there  that  have  to  be  fed  and  clothed  and  prepared 
for  usefulness  in  the  world.  Brethren,  let  us  not  neglect  these  objects  of  our  sympathy  and 
benevolence.  Let  us  in  the  Elkin  Association  show  by  our  acts  that  these  poor  children  are 
dear  to  us  as  the  Savior  taught  us  by  his  example,  when  he  took  little  children  in  his  arms  and 
blessed  them. 

We  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Pastors  take  an  Annual  collection  in  their  churches 
for  the  support  of  these  orphans. 

J.  T.   EDWARDS       ^ 

J.  A.  POPLIN       Committee 

Discussion  by  J.  H.  Foote,  J.  W.  Burchett,  and  E.  N.  Gwyn.  Pledges  were  taken  from  the 
following  churches:  Baptist  Home,  $1.00;  Center,  $1.00;  Cool  Spring,  $1.00;  Elkin,  $5.00; 
Fishing  Creek,  $1 .00;  Macadonia,  $3.00;  Mt.  Pisgah,  $1 .00;  Mulberry,  $1 .00;  Pleasant  Home, 
$1.00;  Piney  Grove,  $1.00;  Ronda,  $2.00;  Roaring  Gap,  $1.00;  Traphill,  $5.00;  White  Plains, 
$1.00;  Total,  25.00. 

Report  Adopted. 

Soon  after  opening,  the  home  had  a  printing  press  operated  by  the  children  and  the  publication 
"Charity  and  Children"  was  born  as  the  "voice  of  child  care".  A  contribution  of  $1 .00  entitled  the  donor  to 
receive  issues  of  this  publication.  It  is  still  an  important  link  of  communication  between  the  homes  and 
churches,  but  the  Elkin  area  churches  have  been  slow  to  respond  to  the  program  of  including  Charity  and 
Children  in  the  budget.  Only  five  or  six  churches  out  of  22  have  made  this  commitment. 
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At  the  end  of  the  first  25  years,  in  1910,  the  "Orphanage"  had  cared  for  more  than  1,000  children.  The 
capacity  of  the  home  had  increased  to  care  for  400  children  at  a  cost  of  $700  per  week. 

The  Thanksgiving  Offering  was  firmly  established  in  most  of  the  churches.  Currency  was  scarce,  but  in 
a  chiefly  rural  area,  an  abundance  of  food  was  available  and  after  the  harvest  was  "safely  gathered  in",  Elkin 
area  people  generously  opened  their  hearts  to  share  their  bounty  with  the  "orphans".  Part  of  the  local  scene 
each  November  was  wagons  loaded  to  the  hilt  with  provisions  making  their  way  to  the  Thomasville 
Orphanage. 

The  year  1912,  ushered  in  potential  for  growth  with  the  gift  of  1200  acres  of  land  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Kennedy,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  for  the  establishment  of  another  home.  Today  this  is  known  as 
Kennedy  Home  at  Kinston. 

In  1916,  committee  members  C.  F.  Fields  and  E.  W.  Smith,  urged  each  person  to  give  at  least  the 
equivalent  of  one  day's  work  to  the  Thanksgiving  Offering.  At  that  time  the  cost  per  child  was  35C  per  day. 
In  1923,  the  orphanage  ministry  was  extended  to  include  aid  to  mothers  with  dependent  children,  in 
addition  to  the  546  children  in  the  two  homes.  A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  Sunday  School  in  each 
church  take  up  a  monthly  offering  for  orphanage  support  in  addition  to  the  Thanksgiving  Offering,  a 
practice  that  was  continued  into  the  30's.  A  recommendation  was  made  that  "each  fatherless  child  within  the 
bounds  of  the  association  be  provided  for." 

By  1925,  the  yearly  monetary  offering  had  doubled  and  associational  support  grew  rapidly  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  century.  Offerings  at  five-year  intervals  will  be  listed  at  the  end  of  this  report  to  show 
progress. 

The  first  orphanage  was  sponsored  by  the  N.  C.  Baptist  Orphanage  Association.  In  1928,  the  Baptist 
State  Board  took  over  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Mills  Home  in  honor  of  its  founder.  In  1934,  the  name  of 
the  homes  was  changed  again  to  Baptist  Orphanage  of  North  Carolina.  It  now  operates  under  the  name  of 
Baptist  Children's  Homes  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  which  incorporates  the  many  services  under  one 
organization. 

When  Dr.  I.  G.  Greer  became  superintendent  of  Mills  Home  in  1936,  there  were  611  children  and 
average  expenses  per  child  had  climbed  to  $392.37.  A  few  of  daily  needs  are  listed: 

1  barrel  flour  4  bu.  meal 

1  whole  beef  6  bu.  sweet  potatoes 

4  bu.  Irish  potatoes 
Boarding  and  foster  home  care  was  added  in  1939.  By  1945,  the  tremendous  number  of  war  orphans 
and  children  from  broken  homes  following  World  War  II,  had  brought  greater  needs  into  focus  and  the 
establishment  of  more  homes  and  services,  including  aid  to  college  students. 

W.  C.  Reed  became  general  superintendent  of  the  homes  in  1950  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  W.  R. 
Wagoner  of  North  Wilkesboro  in  1958. 

Homes  and  services  in  1978  are  listed  below: 

Mills  Home  Thomasville  1884 

Kennedy  Home  Kinston  1914 

Odum  Home  Pembroke  1958  (for  Indian  children) 

Greer  Home  Chapel  Hill  1963 

Wall  Home  (for  boys)  Wallberg  1967 

Broyhill  Home  Waynesville  1971 

Maternity  Home  Asheville  1971 

Services  provided  are  multiple  living  on  six  campuses 
Specialized  child  care 
Foster  Homes 

Programs  for  pre-school  children 
Family  Education 
Aid  to  college  students 
Services  for  unwed  mothers 
Social  services  for  individuals  and  families 

Family  Resource  Center,  Charlotte  and  Social  Services  in  Waynesville,  Asheville,  Thomas- 
ville, Burlington,  Raleigh,  Kinston,  Fayetteville  and  Pembroke 
Emergency  shelters  located  at  Forest  City,  Charlotte,  Burlington  and  Henderson 
Most  of  the  land,  buildmgs  and  recreational  facilities  of  this  extensive  ministry  have  been  made 
possible  through  the  generosity  of  Christian  people  such  as  the  Kennedys,  Broyhills  and  others.  However, 
each  gift  expands  services  and  thus  requires  greater  dedication  and  support  from  the  churches. 
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Elkin  Association  support  at  five-year  intervals  since  1925  is  as  follows: 

1925  -     7  of  11   churches  $      89.99 

1930  -  Offering  not  listed 

1935  -     8  of  12  churches  208.62 

1940  -  12  of  14  churches  205.56 

1945  -  15  of  19  churches  1,958.91 

1950  -  17  of  19  churches  2,236.43 

1955  -  20  of  21   churches  2,719.00 

1960  -  22  (all)  churches  2,895.00 

1965  -  22  of  23  churches  2,646.00 

1970  -  20  of  21   churches  2,493.00 

1975  -  19  of  22  churches  2,644.00 

1978  -  17  of  22  churches  3,831.00 

Offerings  in  years  not  listed  were  comparable  and  reflect  the  increase  in  gifts.  The  Children's  Homes 
were  placed  under  the  Cooperative  Program  in  1955,  and  gifts  since  that  time  were  in  addition  to 
Cooperative  Program  gifts,  in  which  most  of  the  churches  are  now  participating. 

In  1973,  the  Children's  Homes  were  licensed  by  the  State  in  all  services  to  children  and  their  families. 
The  Homes  and  Social  agencies  are  staffed  with  expertly  trained  and  dedicated  Christian  workers. 

Throughout  this  century,  Elkin  area  Baptists  have  joined  with  Baptists  throughout  the  entire  State 
of  North  Carolina  in  expressing  Jesus'  concern  for  little  children  .  .  .  "for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven." 
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Old  Ministers  Relief 

In  the  early  years  of  the  association,  ministers  were  not  paid  any  regular  salary  and  most  of  them 
served  two  or  three  churches  at  one  time.  The  mode  of  travel  required  much  time  on  the  road  between 
churches  over  rough  terrain.  They  were  often  away  from  home  weeks  at  a  time  and  remuneration,  if  any,  was 
mostly  in  the  form  of  produce,  canned  goods  and  clothing.  Lodging  was  provided  by  families  in  the  church 
community,  but  the  preacher's  family  often  faced  hardship  in  his  absence. 

In  church  and  pastoral  relations  reports,  the  people  were  exhorted  to  support  their  ministers  with 
temporal  things  inasmuch  as  "they  give  their  lives  ministering  to  the  people's  spiritual  needs". 

The  first  mention  of  Ministers  Relief  Board  is  in  the  Minutes  of  1891 .  as  reported  by  J.  S.  Kilby  and  S.  E. 
Gentry,  Committee: 

"The  board  consists  of  nine  members  appointed  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  to 
which  they  have  to  make  a  report  annually.  The  object  of  this  board  is  to  aid  aged  ministers 
and  their  widows  who  are  in  indigent  circumstances  and  who  are  not  able  to  make  a  support 
by  manual  labor.  Men  who  have  given  the  vigor  of  manhood,  time  and  talent  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  the  world,  men  of  God  who  in  their  old  age  have  to  look  to  their 
brethren  for  help. 

"Brethren  of  the  Elkin  Association  let  us  give  this  work  our  prayers,  our  sympathies  and 
some  of  our  means,  and  thus  aid  the  old  servants  of  the  cross  in  their  declining  years.  " 
A  collection  of  S4.70  was  taken  for  the  Relief  Board,  which  was  located  in  Durham,  North  Carolina. 
In  1895,  pastors  were  urged  to  ask  churches  to  take  an  offering  for  the  Relief  Board. 
In  1897,  eight  churches  of  27  gave  a  total  of  $32.32  for  this  cause.  Macedonia  gave  $10.57  and  Traphill 
gave  $10.00  of  this  amount. 

In  1902,  J.  I.  Dimmette,  committee  representative,  reported  that  $1,065.00  had  been  paid  to  22  "old 
worn  out  ministers  and  their  widows"  and  that  several  applications  were  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Board. 
For  several  years  according  to  the  Minutes,  Elkin  Association  gave  its  support  to  one  of  its  own  aged 
ministers  -  at  least  1903  to  1907,  offerings  were  taken  exclusively  for  Rev.  Harris: 

"One  aged  and  infirm  minister  in  our  association,  Brother  W.  W.  Harris  is  blind  and  his 
support  depends  largely  on  the  freewill  offering  of  the  people." 
In  1907.  pledges  were  taken  to  raise  money  to  erect  a  monument  at  the  graves  of  Rev.  Ellison  Myers 
and  wife.  Eleven  churches  responded  with  the  amount  of  $15.50. 

In  1909,  churches  were  urged  to  have  services  on  Christmas  Day  and  take  an  offering  for  Ministers 
Relief.  Apparently  this  request  got  little  response  or  the  Minutes  failed  to  report  such  meetings.  Offerings 
continued  to  be  sparse  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Year 

No.  Churches 

No.  Giving 

Amount 

1910 

10 

7  pledged 

$8.50 

1912 

10 

5  gave 

7.19 

1913 

10 

3  gave 

9,27 

1914 

11 

4  gave 

7.85 

1915 

12 

3  gave 

5.05 

1916 

11 

4  gave 

14.35 

1917 

11 

7  gave 

15.20 

At  this  point  it  was  noted  that  85  old  ministers  and  widows  throughout  the  state  were  receiving  aid  from 
the  Ministers  Relief  Fund. 


Ministers  Relief  and  Annuity  Board 


The  Old  Ministers  Relief  plan  that  was  started  in  1890,  was  operated  by  volunteers.  In  the  mid  teen 
years,  it  became  obvious  to  church  leaders  that  ministers  and  denominational  church  workers  needed 
greater  financial  protection  than  could  be  provided  by  the  Relief  Board. 

In  1918,  Dr.  William  Lunsford  spearheaded  a  protection  plan  that  was  brought  under  the  Board  of 
Ministerial  Relief  and  Annuities  set  up  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  This  plan  provided  for  ministers  to 
pay  3%  of  their  salary  and  church  to  pay  3%  in  order  to  provide  some  income  in  old  age. 

Over  the  years  this  protection  plan  has  grown  to  include  church  staff  members  and  denominational 
employees.  At  the  present  time  (1978)  the  various  plans  are  financed  by  the  church  or  institution  paying  5%, 
the  covered  person  5%,  and  the  Baptist  State  Convention  5%. 
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Changes  are  taking  place  each  year  in  the  coverage  and  numerous  plans  are  available.  Ministers  and 
church  workers  did  not  come  under  Social  Security  coverage  enacted  by  Congress  in  1940,  in  keeping  w/ith 
the  policy  of  separation  of  church  and  state  However,  this  law  was  changed  m  the  late  50  s  and  a  helpful 
booklet  was  published  by  the  Annuity  Board  explaining  the  combined  benefits. 

Churches  in  the  association  were  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  these  various  investment  plans,  but 
participation  has  been  steadily  climbing  in  the  60  s  and  70s. 

In  1960,  five  churches  out  of  22  were  enrolled  in  one  or  more  of  the  various  investment  plans:  Elkin 
First,   Elkin  Valley,  Pleasant  Hill,  Macedonia,   Mineral  Springs.   Friendship  and  Ronda  enrolled  in  1962. 

By  1978  -  the  last  year  in  this  first  century  of  associational  organization  -  15  churches  out  of  22  are 
participating  in  retirement  and/or  insurance  coverage.  In  addition  to  the  above  churches  the  following  have 
some  coverage:  Pleasant  Grove,  Poplar  Springs,  West  Elkin,  White  Plains.  Mount  Pleasant,  Oak  Grove, 
Pleasant  Home  and  East  Elkin. 

To  date  -  60  years  after  inception  of  the  Ministers  Annuity  Program  -  more  than  $160,000,000  has  been 
paid  to  disabled,  retired  ministers,  widows.  Christian  workers  and  orphans. 

Since  1970,  benefits  have  increased  steadily  due  to  increased  interest  rates  in  excess  of  actuarial 
predictions  and  wise  investments  by  able  personnel  in  charge  of  the  Annuity  plan.  This  has  provided  a 
"13th"  month  check  for  all  participants  to  offset  the  rising  cost  of  living  in  the  70s. 

Ministers  Relief  offerings  were  gradually  phased  out  as  churches  began  to  participate  in  the 
denominational  protection  plan.  In  1955  -  the  last  year  such  offerings  were  reported  - 10  churches  of  21  gave 
$1,940.00. 
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Education 

When  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  was  established  in  1879,  the  Baptist  leaders  of  that  day  took  their 
stand  for  education  in  a  very  positive  way.  An  education  committee  was  appointed  and  this  committees 
report  has  always  been  incorporated  into  the  minutes  of  each  meeting  this  past  100  years. 

Public  schools  in  North  Carolina  were  just  beginning  to  get  a  foothold  when  the  Civil  War  erupted. 
■'Lest  We  Forget  .  a  history  of  Education  in  Wilkes  County,  says,  "Our  state's  (educational)  progress  was 
literally  destroyed.  .  .  The  period  from  1865-1868  found  little,  if  any,  state  appropriations  made  to  public 
education  At  this  time,  only  private  and  subscription  schools  opened  their  doors."  This  was  about  the  same 
situation  when  the  Elkin  Association  was  formed. 

In  1880,  the  education  committee  composed  of  E  N.  Gwyn  and  D.  R.  Edwards,  reported,  "We  are 
pleased  to  introduce  the  school  at  Moravian  Falls,  conducted  by  Professor  G.  W.  Greene,  and  "Wake  Forest 
IS  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Research  reveals  that  Moravian  Falls  Academy  was  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  learning  from 
around  1877  to  1906  Although  it  is  not  known  whether  this  school  was  denominational  it  carried  a  Baptist 
influence  and  many  of  its  principals  were  Wake  Forest  graduates.  It  was  recommended  by  Baptist 
Associations  in  the  surrounding  area. 

Wake  Forest  was  the  only  Baptist  institution  of  higher  learning  in  the  state,  having  been  established 
in  1834. 


WAKE  FORRST  COLLEGE. 

3Pac"a.lt3r : 

Wm.    B.    Koyall,  Chairman  of  the  Faculty  and  Professor  of  Greek. 
Wm.    Royall,    Professor  of   Modern    Languages,    and  p>o  teni.  of   Moral 
Philosophy. 
W.   G.   SiMMO.NS,  Professor  of  Natural  .Science. 
L.   R.   Mills,  Professor  of   Mathematics. 
C.   E.  Taylor,  Professor  of  Latin. 

W.    L.    POTEAT.  Assistant  Professor  of   Natural  Science. 
E.   G.   Beckwith,  'I'utor. 

Fall  Term  begins  Sept.  1 .     Spring   Term  begins  Jan.    15. 

Tuition  Fee  per  Term  of   Five  Months, . .  .$30  00 

Incidental  Fee, _,.. ...  3  00 

Contingent  Deposit, ...  2  00 

Library   Fee, _.  2  00 

Room  (furnished)  for  each  occupant, 6  00 

Room  (unfurnished)   for  each  occupant, _.  3  00 

Board,   per  month, $g  00  to  10  00 

For  fuller  information  or  Catalogues,  address 

Rev.  wm.  B.  ROYALL, 

Wake  Forest  College,   N.  C. 


From  1884  Minutes  -  50th  Year^ 

Other  schools  endorsed  by  the  association  in  those  early  years  were  Boonville  Academy,  Thomasville 
Female  College  and  Trap  Hill  (Normal)  Institute,  as  an  excellent  school  for  old  and  young,  male  and  female. 
Dockery  Academy  was  cited  as  a  prep  school  to  Wake  Forest  College. 

In  1895.  Ronda  Academy  was  recommended  as  a  thriving  school  which  had  been  under  the 
supervision  of  Rev  J  E.  Greene,  who  died  in  September  1894  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  age  of  29,  and  had  been 
teaching  and  preaching  for  five  years.  He  was  credited  of  having  built  up  a  good  school  known  as  the 
Collegiate  High  School  This  is  probably  the  school  first  established  by  the  Gwyn  and  Hickerson  families  as 
early  as  1866. 

The  associational  reports  in  1881  and  1883  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  education  committees.  "It 
IS  the  duty  of  man  to  improve  every  gift  of  God,  hence  it  is  his  duty  to  educate  his  children,"  The  associ- 
ations  belief  in  an  educated  ministry  issummed  up  in  these  words:  "Our  children  should  be  better  educated 
than  we.  and  if  the  people  are  to  be  educated,  much  more  the  ministry.  They  are  to  teach  the  people." 
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The  fact  that  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  were  already  operating  their  own  schools  encouraged  the 
early  associatlonal  leaders  to  want  a  Baptist  School  of  their  own  in  the  area^ 

When  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  was  formed,  area  Baptists  and  Methodists  were  jointly  operating 
Traphill  Seminary,  This  school  had  been  in  operation  since  1870  as  Traphill  Normal  Institute  or  sometimes 
called  the  Traphill  Male  and  Female  Academy  This  joint  venture  came  about  around  1874  on  land  given  by 
Capt,  A,  C,  Bryan  and  wife  Margaret,  to  the  trustees  Gen.  J,  Q  A.  Bryan,  Dr,  T.  W,  Smith  and  J,  S,  Holbrook. 
The  Methodists  assumed  full  control  around  1887,  when  the  name  was  changed  to  Fair  View  Academy:  and 
later  chartered  as  Fair  View  College. 

Although  the  association  supported  the  Baptist  venture  with  the  Methodists  in  operating  Traphill 
Seminary,  it  was  working  toward  establishing  its  own  school  The  minutes  of  1885  give  the  following  report: 
"On  motion,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  association  for  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  high  grades, 
and  the  Moderator  made  the  following  committee  appointments:  W.  B.  Woodruff,  G.  M.  Burcham,  R.  C. 
Billings,  D.  R,  Edwards,  D.  J.  Roberts  and  J.  M.  Gambill 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  we  endeavor  to  organize  a  school  of  high  grade,  and  for  that 
purpose  the  Moderator  appoint  six  good  brethren  as  a  Committee  of  Education. 
The  1889  minutes  state  in  the  education  report:  "This  association  has  already  decided  to  build  an 
Academy.  ■ 

L.  W.  Sparks,  W  S.  Edwards  and  J.  P.  Holbrook  were  appointed  as  a  committee  of  three  to 
select  a  site  and  act  as  building  committee.  Elder  C,  F.  Fields  was  appointed  to  visit  the 
Primitive  Association  to  ask  for  its  cooperation  in  building  the  Academy.  S.  J.  Greenwood,  C, 
F.  Fields,  A.  M.  Church,  J.  A.  McCann  and  J.  S    Kilby  were  appointed  as  trustees. 

A  committee  of  five  -AM.  Church,  S.  J.  Greenwood,  A.  E.  Myers,  Felix  Brewer  and  G,  M. 
Burcham  -  was  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for  the  venture. 

From  1890  minutes  - 

REPORT  OF  BUILDING   COMMITTEE  &  TRUSTEES 

We  your  committee  of  last  year  on  site  for  an  Academical  School  now  under  the  control  of 
the  Baptist  denomination,  met  and  selected  a  nice  convenient  lot  in  Trap  Hill,  and  agreed  to 
build  a  two  story  house  25  x  5 

The  under  story  is  finished  and  well  seated  and  has  been  occupied  a  school  since  the  28th  of 
July  1890. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S,  Edwards  ) 

L.  W    Sparks,  )     Committee 

J.  P.   Holbrook  ) 

The  following  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Elkm  and  Primitive  Associations,  viz:  J.  S 
Holbrook,  J.  A.  Pruitt,  J.  A.  McCann,  Joshua  Spicer,  C.  F.  Fields  and  J.  S.  Kilby,  met  and 
organized  by  electing  J.  S.  Holbrook  chairman  and  C,  F.  Fields  Secretary. 

We  engaged  Rev.  J    H.  Yarboro  as  Principal  of  the  Institution. 

The  first  session  opened  on  the  3rd.  of  February  and  enrolled  87  students. 

The  present  session  opened  the  28th.  of  July  and  have  enrolled  77  students,  with  flattering 
prospects  for  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  S.  Holbrook,  Chairman  C.   F.  Fields,  Secretary 

In  1891,  J  A.  McCann  had  this  to  say  for  the  education  committee:  "We  feel  assured  that  we  could 
recommend  no  better  preparatory  school  than  Trap  Hill  Institute,  under  the  control  of  the  Baptist 
denomination. 

"We  would  most  respectfully  entreat  and  ask  that  every  member  of  this  association  and  all  Baptists 
give  their  support  and  influence  to  that  of  Trap  Hill  Institute." 
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Information  m  the  minutes  is  sparse  concerning  the  school  except  that  it  is  mentioned  in  reports  and 
churches  are  urged  to  give  it  their  continued  support  We  turn  again  to  "Lest  We  Forget  for  background 
information 

Rev  J  H  Yarboro  was  the  principal  for  the  first  three  years  He  was  assisted  by  his  daughter  "Miss 
Mae  with  an  additional  teacher,  Jim  Thompson,  the  second  year  Professor  D  T  Oates.  "a  young  man  of 
high  scholarship  .  succeeded  Professor  Yarboro 

In  1893  Trap  Hilllnstitute  was  chartered  J  S  Holbrook.  J  S  Kilby.  J  A  McCann,  W  F  Byrd,  William 
Sparks.  T,  C  DeBorde.  D.  J.  Roberts.  C  Blevins,  C  F  Fields,  E  M  Gwyn.  J  W  Myers.  F,  Brewer.  I  W 
Landreth.  Joshua  Spicer.  E  Blevins  and  J,  F  Gentry  were  created  incorporators  "for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining a  school  of  high  grade  at  Trap  Hill  ,  for  the  mental  and  moral  training  of  children  of  the  white  race 
of  both  sexes 

From  1894  to  1897.  E  Left  Wagoner  (L  I  Peabody)  was  principal,  assisted  the  first  year  by  Miss 
Beatrice  Smith  (Salem),  who  taught  music  and  elocution  Her  topic.  "Should  Vocal  Music  Be  Taught  in  the 
Public  Schools  ,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Wilkes  County  Teachers  Association,  indicated  a  need  for  promoting 
it  A  wing  was  added  to  the  building  that  year  to  accommodate  the  growing  number  of  students.  In  1895.  25 
locations  in  North  Carolina  and  three  in  Virginia  were  represented  in  the  student  body. 

Professors  who  followed  Wagoner  were  J  E  Debnam,  1897-1898,  and  Professor  Kirk,  assisted  by  Esca 
Turner  in   1899-1900 

"The  habitual  indulgence  of  profane  language,  the  reading  of  pernicious  literature,  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks  or  tobacco,  and  the  carrying  of  pistols  or  other  dangerous  weapons  were  "considered  grave 
and  treated  accordingly 

It  was  noted  that  fall  and  spring  hikes  to  Stone  Mountain  with  picnics  were  always  popular,  YMCA 
meetings  were  held  each  week 

Although  the  school  continued  to  be  called  Trap  Hill  Institute  a  few  years  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
It  really  became  a  public  school  In  1912  the  building  was  sold  to  Masonic  Lodge  #483,  which  occupies  the 
second  floor  The  first  floor  houses  a  branch  library  and  provides  space  for  the  fellowship  hall  of  Trap  Hill 
Baptist  Church 

IElkin  Academy, 

ELKIN.  N.  C. 

J.  H.  Allen,  PriiTicipaL 

Spring  Term   opens    Jan-u.e<,ry  16 
1906  and  continues  20  weeks. 


Expenses  as  low  as    in    any    firs;    cln:-.- 
scliool.       Students    admitteij    tD    ui:     tiv- 


euiiiUij  (Enllrgi^js  of  thr  ■^lufi^ 


without  examination. 

if  you  are  thinl<ing  of  entering  sciiu-.' 
anywhere  in  the  near  future,  call  on  -: 
write  tile    principal. 

ELKIN  ACADEMY  Ad  in   1906  Minutes    Typical  of  area  schools  al  that  time 


105 


Meanwhile,  the  association  supported  and  promoted  the  local  public  schools  that  were  beginning  to 
be  established.  Often  there  was  not  enough  money  to  pay  teachers  and  the  terms  were  limited  to  whatever 
funds  were  available  to  cover  cost  of  operation.  In  1888,  the  education  committee  composed  of  G.  M. 
Woodruff  and  J.  T.  Fowlks,  recommended  that  the  association  support  the  free  schools  by  financial 
subscription  and  help  provide  good  teachers. 

In  1899,  the  education  committee  noted  that  a  "new  seminary  is  being  erected  by  Baptists  for  the 
education  of  young  women."  (Meredith  in  Raleigh)  Wake  Forest  College  was  noted  as  being  the  leading 
Baptist  College  in  the  South. 

Parents  were  urged  to  supply  children  with  good  literature  such  as  the  Biblical  Recorder,  Charity  and 
Children,  North  Carolina  and  American  Baptist  flags  and  good  books.  Financial  support  was  also 
recommended  in  order  that  good  teachers  might  be  available  to  foster  Bible  reading  and  prayers  in  the 
public  schools. 

The  next  educational  venture  for  the  Elkin  Association  was  to  co-sponsor  the  founding  of  Mountain 
View  Institute  and  College,  along  with  the  Stone  Mountain  and  Brushy  Mountain  Associations.  This  school 
became  an  educational  center  for  a  wide  radius  during  its  brief  time  of  existence  from  1913-1929. 

The  1912  Minutes  state  in  the  educational  report: 

"Other  Associations  are  building  schools  for  the  education  of  their  people,  and  why  not  we 
do  likewise?" 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  W.  R.  Bradshaw: 

"Resolved:  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Elkin  Association  that  a  denominational  school  is 

needed,  and  we  delegate  to  our  executive  committee  full  power  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 

executive  committee  of  the  Stone  Mountain  and  Brushy  Mountain  Associations  in  receiving 

bids  and  locating  school  in  the  bounds  of  these  associations  if  in  their  judgment  it  seems 

wise." 

On  motion  adopted. 

The  following  year  this  information  appeared  in  the  educational  report: 

".  .  .  in  response  to  resolutions  adopted  last  year  in  the  Stone  Mountain,  the  Brushy  Moun- 
tain and  the  Elkin  Associations,  Mountain  View  Institute  has  been  founded  and  has  already 
been  adopted  as  one  of  our  Mountain  Schools,  which  means  if  we  rally  to  its  support  its 
success  is  assured.  The  school  is  now  in  progress  under  the  management  of  Professor  Edgar 
R.  Settle,  principal.  Miss  Ida  Belle  Ledbetter,  lady  principal,  and  Rev.  A.  B.  Hays,  assistant. 

"The  dormitory  for  girls,  a  large  brick  building  with  twenty-six  rooms  is  now  in  process  of 
erection  and  the  work  is  being  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

"Brethren,  this  is  OUR  SCHOOL.  Let  us  give  of  our  means  toward  completing  the  buildings, 
then  send  our  boys  and  girls  there,  and  finally  brethren,  let  us  pray  for  its  success.  .  .  We  also 
recommend  for  Trustees,  A.  Caudill  for  three  years.  Rev.  C.  F.  Fields  for  two  years,  and  R.  L. 
Church  for  one  year." 
The  management  team  for  this  new  school  consisted  of  a  board  of  trustees  composed  of  three 

members  from  each  sponsoring  association,  plus  an  executive  committee  appointed  by  the  trustees.  Those 

serving  on  the  first  board  of  trustees  were: 

Elkin  Baptist  Association:  R.  L.  Church 

A.  Caudill 
W.  M.  Sebastian 

Stone  Mountain  Baptist  Association:  J.  S.  Kilby,  Chairman 

Joe  P.  Elledge 
C.  H.  Colvard 

Brushy  Mountain  Baptist  Association:  F.  B.  Hendren 

C.  C.  Wright 
Milton  McNeil 

The  school  opened  its  doors  on  Tuesday,  September  2,  1913,  and  the  staff  for  the  first  year  is  listed 
above.  The  second  year,  a  Miss  Anderson  was  listed  as  lady  principal,  and  Miss  Alice  Dixon,  music  teacher. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  Miss  Dixon  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Professor  Zeno  Dixon,  noted  educator  in  the 
Yadkin-Elkin  area  for  many  years.  Dixon  Auditorium  in  Elkin  is  named  in  his  memory.  Miss  Blanche  Dixon, 
sister  of  Miss  Alice,  was  a  beloved  teacher  in  the  Elkin  City  Schools  for  many  years. 
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PROFESSOR  EDGAR  R.  SETTLE 

Professor  Edgar  R.  Settle  made  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
cause  of  education  sponsored  by  area  associations  from  1912-1929. 
He  was  the  first  principal  of  Mountain  View  Institute  -  serving  for 
several  years,  and  was  called  back  during  the  late  1920s  in  an  effort 
to  keep  the  school  functioning.  For  many  years  he  was  present  at 
associational  meetings  to  speak  on  behalf  of  education  and  Baptist 
work  in  general. 

He  is  credited  with  having  had  much  to  do  with  the  develop- 
ment of  public  and  private  education  throughout  the  area  in 
elementary,  high  school  and  college  level. 

Mr.  Settle  was  born  in  1875,  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Susan  Lyon 
Settle,  attended  Ronda  Academy  and  Wake  Forest  University, 
receiving  his  A.B.  Degree  in  1910.  He  and  his  wife,  the  former  E.  Ruth 
Settle,  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  A  daughter.  Elizabeth  Key,  is 
associated  with  Elkin-Jonesville  Mutual  Savings  &  Loan. 

He  died  in  1967,  at  the  age  of  91,  15  years  after  retiring  from  his 
teaching  career. 

(Most  of  the  above  information  is  from  "Lest  We  Forget",  Gregory  and 
others,  page  384). 

Edgar  fl.  Settle 
1875-1967 

A  temporary  building  was  constructed  for  use  the  first  year,  "a  good  two-story  building  furnished  with 
new  patent  desks,  black  boards  and  other  equipment."  This  building  was  later  converted  into  a  dwelling. 

According  to  a  catalog  there  were  32  pupils  enrolled  the  first  year,  high  school  students  occupying  the 
second  floor  and  elementary  grade  pupils  occupying  the  first  floor.  Most  of  the  students  the  first  year  were 
from  local  families.  During  the  first  several  years,  grades  1  through  11  were  taught  (fully  accredited  high 
school  at  that  time)  but  as  public  schools  increased,  grades  1-7  were  relinquished  to  the  state  school 
program. 

The  girls  dormitory  was  given  the  name  of  "Pearl  Kilby  Home"  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Kilbys 
daughter  who  had  died  a  few  years  previously.  The  Kilbys  were  a  strong  force  behind  getting  the  school 
established  in  addition  to  contributing  the  sum  of  $5,000  toward  the  construction  of  the  girls'  dormitory  -  a 
substantial  sum  in  those  days.  They  also  moved  from  their  home  and  business  in  Traphill  in  order  to  be  near 
the  school.  Mr.  Kilby  was  a  graduate  of  Traphill  Institute  and  later  served  as  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  that  institution.  Having  lost  their  three  children,  this  devout  couple  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  the  cause 
of  education  for  the  sons  and  daughters  of  others. 

The  "Pearl  Kilby  Dormitory"  was  a  two-story  brick  structure  which  housed  the  boarding  students  on 
the  second  floor  and  had  room  for  classes  for  high  school  students  on  the  first  floor,  until  the  administra- 
tion building  was  completed  around  1916,  a  brick  structure  with  heavy  timber  flooring  and  interior  plastered 
walls.  It  contained  five  classrooms  and  an  office  on  the  first  floor  and  an  auditorium,  a  library,  a  science 
laboratory  and  a  multipurpose  room  on  the  second  floor.  It  also  contained  a  central  heating  system  and 
electricity. 

The  boys  dormitory  was  completed  in  1918.  a  two-story  brick  structure  with  central  heat,  lights  and  a 
limited  amount  of  plumbing,  and  large  enough  to  accommodate  fifty  or  more  boys.  Under  the  direction  of 
Sam  Craven,  the  bricks  used  in  the  construction  of  these  buildings  were  moulded  and  burned  on  the 
campus  from  campus  clay. 

A  1913-14  catalog  records  the  philosophy  of  the  school  and  community  thus: 

"Mountain  View  Institute  aims  to  prepare  boys  and  girls  for  life's  duties  or  for  entrance  to 
college.  Being  a  Baptist  school  and  having  been  adopted  as  one  of  the  Mountain  Schools  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  it  also  offers  a  course  in  Bible,  Missions,  and  Sunday 
School  training. 

"While  the  school  is  under  Baptist  control,  denominational  differences  will  not  be  taught  nor 
will  there  be  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  school  management  to  induce  pupils  of  other 
denominational  beliefs  to  embrace  the  Baptist  doctrine.  We  hope,  however,  to  make  the 
school  atmosphere  genuinely  Christian." 
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In  1915,  A  Caudill  and  J.  H.  Burcham  lauded  the  curriculum  which  included  compulsory  church 
attendance,  Sunday  School,  B  YPU,,  and  prayer  meetmg. 

The  fees  to  be  charged  students  were  set  a  $1 .00  per  month  for  elementary  students  and  $2.00  for  high 
school  students. 

The  educational  complex  consisted  of  four  buildings  when  completed  -  girls'  dormitory,  boys' 
dormitory,  administrative  building  and  the  church  which  is  still  in  use  today. 

The  Mountain  View  area  was  chosen  for  the  school  because  there  was  plenty  of  open  land  available 
and  was  soon  acquired  from  C.  M.  Dear  man  and  wife  Cordova,  G.C.  Pendry,S.  M.  and  R.C.  Shumate.  More 
land  was  purchased  than  was  necessary  for  the  school,  but  much  of  it  was  laid  out  in  streets  and  plats  for 
sale,  thereby  making  a  tidy  profit  for  the  school.  (Information  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  at 
Wilkesboro,  N.C.) 

In  July  1913,  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  accepted  and  adopted 
Mountain  View  Institute  as  one  of  the  mountain  schools  and  appropriated  $600.00  for  its  maintenance  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Alleghany,  Ashe,  Brier  Creek  and  Yadkin  Baptist  Associations  also  joined  in  the  support  of 
the  school  as  the  years  went  by. 

The  school  continued  to  grow  and  prosper  under  Professor  Settle  and  other  competent  leaders  and  in 
1923,  obtained  a  charter  from  the  State  Legislature  to  permit  the  Institute  to  be  up-graded  to  a  Junior 
College.  J.  C.  Pow  was  employed  to  serve  as  president  of  this  new  school.  However,  due  to  a  lack  of 
sufficient  funds,  the  college  level  had  to  be  discontinued  two  years  later  "until  the  necessary  income  and 
equipment  can  be  provided.  ' 

Impossible  financial  problems  continued  to  plague  the  school  and  competition  with  the  now  flourish- 
ing state-supported  schools  forced  Mountain  View  Institute  to  close  its  doors  in  the  spring  of  1929.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  state  to  take  over  and  operate  the  school  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilby  held  a  mortgage  on  the  property  and  due  to  his  untimely  death,  a  clear  title  was 
awarded  to  Mrs.  Kilby  by  default  of  payment  and  the  property  was  sold  to  Wilkes  County  on  September  12, 
1934  for  $8,000. 

Although  the  institute  was  short  lived,  the  area  is  richer  through  the  contributions  of  many  outstand- 
ing men  and  women  who  took  advantage  of  its  educational  process  and  became  the  leading  educational 
and  professional  citizens  in  the  Tri-County  area. 

Among  the  outstanding  persons  known  throughout  the  Elkin  Associational  territory  are  Professors  C. 
B.  Eller,  Albert  Martin,  Glenn  Proffitt,  Paul  W.  Gregory,  A,  P.  Phillips,  Misses  Sallie  and  Alma  Woodruff,  Dr. 
Paul  Caudill,  Dr.  Spencer  A.  Bell,  Dr.  Frank  Johnson,  Attorneys  Archie  Elledge,  Buford  Henderson  and  Mrs. 
Winfrey  (Butrice  Johnson)  Luffman. 

Elizabeth  Key,  daughter  of  Professor  Settle,  attended  this  school  as  a  very  young  girl.  Belva 
(Sebastian)  Reeves,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Reeves,  also  attended  this  school. 

In  1918,  the  minutes  state  that  J.  T.  C.  Wright  recommended  support  for  Mountain  View  Institute,  Wake 
Forest  College  and  Meredith  College.  "The  government  is  educating  young  men  -  when  the  war  is  over, 
education  will  be  needed  more  than  ever  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  changing  world  " 

In  1923,  Mountain  Park  Institute  was  added  to  the  list  of  Christian  Schools  in  the  area. 

In  1924,  Mars  Hill,  Mountain  View  and  Wingate  were  listed  as  the  junior  colleges  maintained  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  addition  to  seven  high  schools.  Wake  Forest  College  had  an  enrollment  of  873; 
Chowan  and  Meredith  had  a  female  enrollment  of  582.  Total  valuation  of  state  school  property  was  approxi- 
mately $5,000,000.  Southwide  institutions  included  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Southwestern 
Theological  Seminary  and  Baptist  Bible  Institute  at  New  Orleans. 

No  doubt  the  teachings  of  John  Thomas  Scopes  must  have  had  some  impact  in  the  area  for  among  the 
recommendations  incorporated  in  the  1924  Minutes  is  the  following: 

"Because  of  the  tendency  of  some  students  of  science  to  attack  the  Bible  from  the  stand- 
point of  science  we  must  train  our  God-fearing  men  and  women  to  meet  these  scientists  on 
their  own  ground,  and  while  pursuing  all  knowledge  in  all  realms,  to  relate  all  knowledge  and 
all  science  to  God  Almighty.  In  our  schools  the  Bible  is  revered  and  taught  as  the  inspired 
Word  of  God,  and  the  study  of  it  is  required  by  all.  ' 

Two  years  prior  to  this  recommendation,  the  Brushy  Mountain  Association  sent  a  resolution  to  the 
Elkin  Association  which  was  printed  in  the  minutes  regarding  the  theory  of  evolution  being  taught  in  many 
schools  and  colleges.  The  associations  were  urged  to  petition  the  Southern  Convention: 

"That  in  our  opinion  a  person  can  not  believe  in  the  theory  of  evolution  as  taught  today  and 
in  the  Bible,  and  we  advise  the  boards  of  education  to  select  text  books  on  science  which  are 
in  accord  with  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Therefore  we  ask  that  there  shall  be  eliminated 
from  our  schools  and  colleges  any  teachings  of  the  theory  of  evolution  with  all  its  attendant 
evils.  Be  it  resolved  further,  that  we  reaffirm  our  belief  in  and  loyalty  to  the  Bible  as  a  whole 
from  beginning  to  end  as  being  the  Word  of  God.  . 
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The  "Scopes  Monkey  Trial     m  1925,  created  a  worldwide  sensation. 

The  public  schools  began  to  thrive  in  the  early  30  s  and  the  local  Christian  Schools  such  as  Mountain 
View.  Mountain  Park.  Traphill  Institute  were  no  longer  in  existence.  The  association  extolled  the  value  of  a 
Christian  education  and  urged  parents  to  send  their  children  to  Christian  institutions  of  other  faiths  if  not 
possible  to  patronize  the  Baptist.  Daily  reading  of  the  Bible  was  urged  in  the  homes  and  in  public  schools. 

By  the  late  30  s  and  throughout  the  40  s.  churches  started  organizing  BYPU.  VBS  and  Missions  Unions 
as  an  aid  to  Christian  education,  which  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  public  schools. 

In  1943.  Stephen  Mornsett  quoted  the  President  of  Columbia  University  as  saying.  "The  educational 
system  of  the  past  25  years  has  failed  miserably  in  saving  the  world  from  another  great  conflict. '  Families 
were  urged  to  re-establish  family  altars,  to  pray  and  support  the  Baptist  institutions  by  sending  their 
children  and  giving  financial  support. 

The  1948  report  revealed  that  5.000  students  were  enrolled  in  Baptist  colleges  throughout  the  state  - 
500  dedicated  to  full-time  Christian  service. 

Japan  and  Germany  were  cited  by  Earl  C.  James  in  1951,  asexamplesofcentersof  education  that  had 
left  out  Jesus  Christ  -  result  downfall 

The  1950s  became  great  periods  of  growth  for  schools  and  colleges.  Veterans  who  had  postponed 
education  to  aid  in  the  war  effort  and  some  who  realized  the  need  and  opportunity  for  more  education  were 
swelling  the  rolls  of  colleges  and  universities  Baptist  leaders  looked  to  the  future  and  started  the  ball  rolling 
toward  providing  adequate  educational  facilities  for  the  baby  boom  college  students  in  the  late  60  s  and  70s. 

Wake  Forest  College  moved  to  Winston-Salem  in  1955  and  provided  space  for  Southeastern  Seminary 
to  be  established  on  the  old  Wake  Forest  Campus.  It  was  noted  at  this  time  that  the  Cooperative  Program 
was  providing  an  average  of  S150  per  student  in  the  state  supported  Baptist  schools.  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  was  supporting  five  seminaries  with  an  average  student  support  of  $535. 

In  this  year,  seven  churches  out  of  21.  gave  special  offerings  to  Christian  schools  and  17  churches 
supported  them  through  the  cooperative  offerings. 

A  total  of  55.000  young  people  were  enrolled  in  schools  and  colleges  throughout  the  SBC  territory  in 
1956    North  Carolina  was  second  to  Texas  in  the  number  of  students  enrolled. 

By  1957.  a  9-year  program  of  advance  was  spearheaded  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  and  Fathers 
Day  was  designated  as  a  day  to  be  set  aside  for  a  special  offering  for  student  aid.  In  1958,  eight  of  21 
churches  gave  $459  to  Christian  education  over  and  above  the  Cooperative  Program  gifts. 

In  1959.  Wake  Forest  was  advanced  to  the  status  of  a  University.  Mars  Hill,  Campbell,  Wingate  were 
designated  to  become  senior  colleges.  Gardner  Webb  and  Chowan  were  to  remain  junior  until  such  time  as 
senior  status  was  advisable. 

In  1962.  churches  were  asked  to  increase  cooperative  gifts  by  35%  to  provide  needed  financial  support 
for  these  schools.  Student  centers  were  being  established  on  campuses  for  Baptist  students  at  institutions 
that  were  not  Baptist.  More  money  was  needed  for  this  service. 

In  1963.  Elkin  Association  churches  participated  in  "Christian  Vocational  Day'  which  was  established 
to  encourage  young  people  to  enter  full-time  Christian  service. 

In  1968.  the  churches  participated  in  college  promotion  day.  Teams  of  young  people  from  colleges 
were  sent  out  to  churches  to  give  testimonies.  The  Youth  Corp  established  in  1969.  to  join  hands  with 
church  training  departments  whereby  college  students  were  used  for  work  in  local  churches,  assemblies 
and  migrant  ministry,  was  promoted  by  the  association 

Flay  Price,  Christian  Education  Chairman  of  the  Association  in  1971,  noted  that  Baptist  Christian 
Colleges  were  not  experiencing  the  riots  and  upheavel  that  most  other  colleges  were  having.  This  was  felt  to 
be  due  to  holding  fast  to  established  Christian  principles. 

In  addition  to  financial  support  through  the  Fathers  Day  offering  and  Cooperative  Program  gifts, 
pastors  throughout  the  association  furnish  names  of  prospects  from  their  particular  churches  to  Christian 
Higher  Education  of  Baptist  State  Convention.  Grants,  loans  and  work  scholarships  are  available  to  all 
qualified  students  who  apply. 

The  associational  designated  offering  in  1978  was  $730,  from  four  churches.  However,  all  churches 
except  one  or  two.  support  these  institutions  through  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Total  enrollment  of  all  seven  schools  in  1978  was  more  than  19.000. 

Campbell  University  Southeastern  Seminary 

Chowan  Wake  Forest  University 

Gardner  Webb  Wmgate 

Meredith 

The  ministry,  medical,  legal  and  educational  fields  have  been  enriched  in  the  Elkin  Association  area  by 
the  graduates  of  these  institutions. 
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Periodicals 


(Biblical  Recorder) 


Promotion  of  Christian  Literature  has  been  an  essential  part  of  the  educational  process  throughout  the 
century.  A  periodicals  committee  was  appointed  at  the  very  first  meeting  and  has  continued  over  the  years, 
although  for  the  past  25  years  it  has  been  the  "Biblical  Recorder"  representative. 

The  first  report  in  the  minutes  of  the  session  of  1879,  on  pages  1-3,  gives  the  significance  of  Christian 
Literature  to  the  Baptist  work.  Committee  members  L.  P.  Gwaltney  and  D.  J.  Roberts  expressed  the  opinion 
of  the  association  that  the  press  is  regarded  as  second  only  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  the  Biblical 
Recorder  is  recommended  as  the  organ  of  North  Carolma  Baptists.  (At  that  time  it  was  edited  by  C.  T.  Bailey 
of  Raleigh,  and  was  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.) 

Other  comments  such  as  the  following  appeared  in  the  minutes  over  the  years: 

".  .  .  Recorder  is  beneficial  to  the  farmer,  parent  and  child,  at  home  and  abroad." 

".  .  .  Recorder  should  be  in  every  Baptist  home." 

".  .  .  informs  of  the  church  at  home  and  abroad." 

"Biblical  Recorder  carries  weekly  messages  on  all  lines  of  Baptist  work  -  Missions,  Christian 
Education,  Sunday  School,  Young  People,  Woman's  work  and  Ministers  Relief." 


Biblical  Recorder. 

fKSTABLISHEU   1835.) 

Rev.  C.  T.  bailey,  Editoh. 

Rev  C.  S.  FARRISS,  ASSOCIATE  Editor 


TERIUM  OF   !«[  BS><;KePTIU!V  : 

One  copy  one  year,   including  postage $2  00 

One  copy,  six  months    do.  do i   00 

Address,  EDWARDS,  BROUGHTON  &  CO., 

RALEIGH,  N.  C. 


From  1894  Minutes. 

".  .  .  use  era  of  steam  and  electricity  to  combat  the  flood  of  trashy  literature  rolling  from 
printing  presses." 

".  .  .  recognize  the  power  of  the  press,  seize  it  and  utilize  this  mighty  force  for  God." 

"The  obscene  trash  that  is  now  flooding  our  land  for  our  people  to  read  is  as  poisonous  to 
the  mind  as  arsenic  to  the  vitals  of  human  life.  How  important  to  read  that  which  is  good  and 
solid!" 

".  .  .  adorn  your  households  with  Bible  doctrine  and  religious  illustrations  which  can  be  had 
from  religious  papers  at  a  nominal  price." 

"The  time  has  come  when  we  need  to  place  a  close  guard  upon  the  literature  that  finds  its 
way  into  our  homes." 

"Our  mails  are  being  flooded  with  printed  matter  which  is  pouring  corruption  into  the  minds 
of  our  youth." 

".  ,  ,  Bible  takes  a  permanent  place  in  history  -  it  is  the  masterpiece,  the  foundation  of  reform, 
the  way  of  salvation." 
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".  .  .  read  something  that  will  help  to  have  more  faith  and  prepare  us  against  temptation." 

Even  with  all  the  promotion  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  the  1915  minutes  revealed  that  the  Recorder  was 
received  in  about  a  dozen  homes  throughout  the  entire  association  which  consisted  of  10  churches  at  that 
time.  Of  this  number,  some  were  probably  ministers,  as  the  1894  minutes  state  that  a  collection  was  taken  to 
send  the  Recorder  to  three  ministers. 

Other  literature  recommended  in  addition  to    The  Recorder': 
1882  -  "Kind  Words    -  every  child  should  read 

"Foreign  Missions  Journal'    -  published  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 
"Baptist  Hymn-Book'  -  should  be  in  every  church 
1885  -  "The  Religious  Herald    -  published  at  Richmond.  Va, 

"Tennessee  Baptist"  -  published  by  J,  R    Graves.  Memphis.  Tenn, 
"Blue  Ridge  Baptist"  -  Hendersonville.  NO 

"The  Story  of  the  Baptists  "  -  a  book  just  published  and  recommended  to  be  read 
throughout  the  association 

1888  -  "The  Gospel  Herald" 

1889  -  "Lesson  Helps  and  Literature  "  -  furnished  by  Sunday  School  Supply  Store  in  Raleigh 

"Home  Fields" 

1890  -  "Charity  and  Children"  -  new  Thomasville  Orphanage  publication 

"Sunday  School  Literature  and  Songbooks  "  -  from  Baptist  Supply  Store  in  Raleigh, 
under  control  of  Rev.  C.  Durham 
1892  -  "Periodicals  of  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society"  -  published  at  Philadelphia 

"North  Carolina  Baptist""  -  published  at  Fayetteville 
1927  -  "Home  Circle"  "  a  page  for  young  readers  added  to  the  Recorder 

"The  Centenary  Translation  of  the  New  Testament"  -  published  by  American  Bible 
Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa,  -  renders  more  understandable  language  than  pre- 
vious translations 
1944  -  Baptist  Book  Store,  Raleigh  -  recommended  as  a  source  of  good  reading  material 
1954  -  "Baptists  have  perhaps  the  finest  array  of  Christian  Literature  in  America,  Its  aim  is 
to  inform,  enlist,  indoctrinate,  unify  and  inspire  people  for  faithful  service  in 
our  Lord's  name," 
1961   -  The  following   publications  were  listed  in  addition  to  all  departmental  literature: 
Home  Life  Church  Administration 

Sunday  School  Builder  Royal  Service 

The  Teacher  The  Commission 

Open  Windows  Home  Missions 

Quarterly  Review  Brotherhood  Journal 

B,T,U.  Magazine  Picture  illustrations  available  for 

Church  Musician  cradle  roll  babies  in  1962 

Church  Literature 
Church  Library  Magazine 
Church  Recreation 
As  churches  developed  organizations  they  began  to  use  the  literature  available  for  their  particular 
needs.  The  "Periodicals  Committee"  emphasized  more  and  more  the  role  of  the  Biblical  Recorder  in  Baptist 
life.  The  Baptist  State  Convention  assumed  ownership  of  the  Recorder  in  1939,  and  "Recorder  Club  rates'" 
were  established  at  $1 ,50  per  subscription  and  S2.00  for  each  individual  member.  Total  state  circulation  at 
that  time  was  between  12  and  13.000  with  more  than  500  clubs,  but  approximately  1,900  churches  with  no 
Recorder  at  all.  A  recommendation  was  made  that  a  man  or  woman  in  every  association  be  appointed  to 
promote  the  Recorder.  The  Recorder  office  would  furnish  sample  copies  and  other  promotional  material.  It 
was  also  suggested  that  Recorder  Club  organizer  be  appointed  in  each  church  to  work  with  the  associ- 
ational  representative.  No  further  mention  is  made  of  this  arrangement  until  1952.  at  which  time  Mrs.  Roxie 
Roth  was  appointed  Biblical  Recorder  representative  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  date  (1978).  the 
Biblical  Recorder  Report  has  taken  the  place  of  the  periodicals  committee,  and  Mrs.  Roth  continues  to 
serve, 

Mrs,  Roth  set  about  working  with  the  representatives  of  each  church  to  organize  Recorder  Clubs 
whereby  subscription  rates  would  be  S2.00  each.  Individual  subscription  rates  were  $2.50.  A  plan  was  also 
instituted  for  inclusion  of  the  Recorder  m  the  church  budget  at  $1.50  per  subscription. 

These  plans  were  slow  in  taking  root  in  the  El  kin  Association.  By  1954,  two  churches  were  adopting  the 
every  family  plan  and  four  had  clubs.  However,  by  1955.  412  homes  in  the  associational  area  were  receiving 
the  Recorder. 

Ill 


Great  changes  were  made  in  the  format  of  the  Recorder  when  J.  Marse  Grant  assumed  the  position  of 
editor  in  1960,  succeeding  Dr,  L,  L.  Carpenter,  who  retired.  Larger  type  and  full  page  cover  pictures  made  it 
more  appealing  to  the  elderly  and  young  people. 

In  1966,  the  Recorder  started  printing  the  "Life  and  Work  Curriculum"  lesson  series  and  also  the 
Uniform  Lessons.  Through  the  remainder  of  the  60's  and  on  through  the  70's,  the  Recorder  has  dealt  with 
such  issues  as  "the  new  morality",  "death  of  God  movement",  "Crusade  of  the  Americas",  moral  and  social 
issues  being  considered  by  the  Legislature,  including  a  firm  stand  on  LBD. 

Through  its  editorial  endorsement  of  Baptist  leaders,  it  plays  a  part  in  placing  them  in  higher  levels  of 
leadership. 

"Freedom  of  Religious  Liberty  '  and  the  Baptism  issue  have  been  discussed,  thereby  keeping  Baptists 
informed  on  issues  that  need  to  be  dealt  with. 

J.  Marse  Grant  has  been  present  at  many  associational  meetings  to  speak  to  the  report.  Throughout 
the  century,  able  representatives  of  the  Recorder  have  been  present  to  give  assistance  and  to  record 
newsworthy  events. 

By  1976,  12  churches  had  adopted  the  every  family  plan;  three  had  clubs,  making  a  total  of  15  churches 
out  of  22. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  of  50  churches  throughout  the  state  in  1978,  with  the  best  per  capita  giving  record, 
49  had  Recorder  Clubs  keeping  up  with  Baptist  work. 
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Libraries 


The  Associational  Church  Library  Organization  (TACLO)  is  the  infant  arm  of  service  m  the  Elkin 
Association.  The  first  church  library  statistics  report  was  Included  in  the  Associational  Minutes  in  1962, 
although  several  of  the  churches  had  been  operating  libraries  prior  to  that  time.  Nine  out  of  23  churches 
reported  having  libraries. 

G.  L.  Hill  fostered  the  Idea  of  "pennies  for  books"  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  In  the  late  1940s  When 
that  congregation  moved  into  its  new  building  in  1955,  the  library  was  Included  in  its  organizational  set-up. 

In  1958.  a  group  of  library  staff  members  meeting  at  RIdgecrest,  prepared  a  statement  concerning  the 
purpose  of  a  church  library: 

"The  function  of  the  church  library  is  to  be  the  church's  arm  of  furnishing  and  encouraging 
the  use  of  materials  of  Instruction,  Information,  and  Inspiration  with  a  view  of  leading 
individuals  toward  Christian  maturity." 

The  1950's  and  1960's  was  a  time  of  rapid  growth  in  all  the  churches  and  the  training  programs  were 
expanding  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  who  were  becoming  more  educated.  Many  pastors  had  not  had 
the  opportunity  for  college  and  seminary  training  and  were  realizing  the  need  to  be  better  informed,  so  the 
Idea  of  church  libraries  caught  on  rapidly. 

Mrs.  Delores  Fasanella,  Route  1,  Roaring  River,  Pleasant  Grove  Church  Librarian,  was  elected  as  the 
first  Associational  Librarian  in  1970. 

A  written  Associational  Library  Report  was  Included  in  the  1971  Minutes  in  addition  to  the  statistical 
table.  A  quarterly  Associational  Library  Committee  meeting  was  included  in  the  Associational  Church 
Calendar  for  the  following  year. 

In  May  1972,  Church  Library  Development  Plan,  Stages  I  and  II,  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Harold  Walker  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  a  training  session  on  book  repair  was  held  at  one  meeting.  Book  processing  work- 
shops and  other  training  sessions  have  been  held  from  time  to  time. 

The  Associational  Librarian  encourages  each  church  to  select  professional  librarians  when  possible 
from  the  congregation.  With  the  aid  of  a  committee,  much  time  and  effort  is  put  into  the  selection  of  books 
appropriate  for  each  congregation. 

Most  of  the  churches  have  established  library  memorial  funds  with  which  to  add  to  the  collection.  This 
system  provides  an  excellent  way  for  a  lasting  memorial  to  a  loved  one. 

All  church  librarians  and  addresses  have  been  sent  to  the  Church  Library  Department  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  thus  enabling  them  to  receive  informational  materials  on  a  regular  basis. 

Mrs.  Gail  Sebastian,  Route  2,  Box  443,  North  Wilkesboro,  a  member  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  was 
elected  as  TACLO  President  in  1974,  The  1975  Associational  table  listed  19  out  of  22  churches  having 
libraries.  She  continued  to  lead  the  church  librarians  in  training  sessions  and  included  planning  sessions  for 
the  purpose  of  sharing  new  books.  In  her  1976  report  she  stated  that  several  librarians  in  the  Association 
have  study  course  credit  for  the  Church  Library  Development  Plan.  She  called  on  laymen  and  pastors  to 
support  the  church  library  by  requesting  that  materials  be  placed  there  to  aid  members  in  their  quest  for 
more  knowledge  of  God.  In  the  spring  of  1975.  Mrs.  Sebastian  led  a  conference  at  the  Bible  School  Clinic  on 
the  role  the  library  plays  during  Vacation  Bible  School. 

Mrs.  Nell  Flynn,  Route  1,  Ronda,  member  of  Macedonia  Church,  was  elected  as  president  of  TACLO  in 
1978.  Her  assistant  is  Mrs.  Mattie  Spicer  of  Route  2,  Elkin. 

New  directions  are  being  considered  for  the  role  a  church  library  can  play  in  the  life  of  a  church.  In 
1977,  Associational  Missionary  Jane  McRae,  who  is  a  professional  librarian,  served  as  a  consultant,  and  a 
questionnaire  was  sent  out  to  all  the  church  libraries  as  to  the  feasibility  of  organizing  an  associational 
library.  Another  suggestion  was  to  have  reviews  of  outstanding  religious  books  given  on  the  radio,  thereby 
letting  the  people  know  of  the  literature  available.  Capable  people  from  each  church  would  be  enlisted  for 
the  reviews. 

Libraries  are  more  than  books  Slide  and  movie  projectors,  slides,  films  and  related  educational 
materials  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  librarian.  Most  churches  in  the  association  have  at  least  one 
projector.  For  churches  that  do  not  have  film  or  slide  projector,  the  association  office  has  such  equipment 
available. 
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Music 


No  mention  is  made  of  singing  or  music  in  tine  Minutes  of  associational  meetings  until  1883.  Underthe 
Periodicals  Report,  the  "Baptist  Hymn-Book"  was  recommended  in  every  church  -  13  at  the  time.  In  1895, 
the  following  Hymns  were  sung  during  the  four-day  session: 

"There  Is  a  Fountain" 

"God's  Own  Hand  Doth  Lead  Me  On" 

"Amazing  Grace" 

"Jesus  Lover  of  My  Soul" 

"God  Be  With  You" 

"All  Hail  the  Power" 

"What  a  Friend" 

"Unclouded  Day" 

"Everlasting  Arms" 

"What  Shall  Our  Record  Be?" 

"Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross" 

"Kingdom  Coming" 

A  vocal  solo  was  mentioned  in  1897  Minutes:  "Where  He  Leads  I'll  Follow."  There  were  27  churches  in 
the  association.  Music  by  choir  was  mentioned  for  the  first  time  in  the  1899  Minutes  and  a  song  service  led 
by  J.  E.  Johnson. 

Sunday  School  Convention  Reports  indicate  that  music  was  a  great  part  of  those  meetings.  During  the 
1900  Convention,  a  resolution  was  adopted  expressing  appreciation  to  "Miss  Bland  of  Rockford  for 
conducting  the  singing." 

The  above  information  reveals  that  singing  played  a  great  part  in  the  associational  meetings  after  the 
first  few  years,  although  there  was  no  organized  program.  At  this  point  in  time,  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than 
three  or  four  churches  throughout  the  association  had  a  musical  instrument  -  a  piano  or  pump  organ.  The 
singing  was  led  by  someone  who  "pitched"  or  used  a  tuning  fork.  Hymn  Books  with  shaped  notes  were  the 
order  of  the  day  and  those  of  the  Primitive  faith  did  not  always  have  Hymn  Books  for  the  congregation.  The 
leader  read  a  verse  and  the  congregation  followed  by  repeating  the  verse  in  song. 

Music  reading  classes  by  itinerant  music  teachers  were  often  held  in  various  communities  and  choirs 
formed  from  these.  It  is  assumed  that  the  choirs  mentioned  during  the  early  years  of  the  association  were 
formed  in  this  manner.  Going  to  the  association  was  a  great  social  event  50-75  years  ago  in  addition  to  being 
a  religious  service.  Joining  in  the  singing  was  a  way  to  do  both. 

"Song  services  ",  "music  by  choir",  "singing  by  choir"  or  "singing  as  usual"  were  about  the  only 
references  to  music  -  often  giving  Hymn  titles,  until  the  50's. 

No  doubt  the  Reverend  Stephen  Morrisett,  pastor  of  Elkin  First  Baptist  and  an  accomplished  musician, 
made  a  great  impact  in  the  Elkin  area  with  his  leadership  in  the  musical  realm  during  the  early  40's.  To  him 
goes  the  credit  for  bringing  the  first  pipe  organ  to  Elkin  First  Baptist  and  taking  on  the  tremendous  task  of 
presenting  "The  Messiah"  at  a  time  when  many  of  the  participants  never  before  knew  such  music  existed. 

Music  teachers  also  had  their  influence  in  the  churches  -  most  of  them  using  talents  in  their  respective 
churches  to  raise  the  level  of  music  appreciation.  Mrs.  Henry  (Helen)  Beeson  and  Miss  Effie  Crater  fall  in 
this  category  in  the  Elkin  area. 

In  1951  and  1952,  it  was  noted  "singing  led  by  Brother  David  Day."  In  1955,  Ann  Carol  Carter  of  First 
Church  Choir  sang  "Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple",  the  first  mention  of  music  other  than  familian  hymns 
being  used  at  associational  meetings. 

The  first  reference  to  an  Associational  Music  Director  is  in  1956,  when  Mrs.  William  A.  Walters  of 
Mount  Pleasant  Church  is  listed  in  the  Nominating  Committee  report  as  "Music  Director".  There  is  no 
written  report  but  the  following  statistical  table  establishes  the  associational  music  program  at  this  point 
in  time: 
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TABLE  F  -  CHURCH  MUSIC 
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Bessie  s  Chapel    
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Henry  F,  Wall,  Mountain  Park   

Sam  Spicer    Thurmond 
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Cool  Springs   

Elkin    East    

First    

Wesi 

Wanda  Pettyjohn.  Rt    2,  Elkin    
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Mrs    Howard  J    Ford,  Elkin     
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2 

1 
2 
1 
1 

60 
21 
50 
31 
27 
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Broadman 
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Little  Elkin    

Mrs    Raymond  Johnson,  Elkin     .  ,  .  . 
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Macedonia    

Maple  Springs     
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Mt    Pleasant     
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Broadman 

Aubrey  Martin,  Jonesville    

Broadman 

Mrs   Wm    A.  Walters,  State  Road 

Mary  Elmore,  Rt    2.  N    Wilkes 

Everette  Darnell.  Elkin    

Broadman 

Pleasant  Hill    

Broadman 

Pleasant  Home   

Poplar  Springs 

Rock  Creek    

Quincey  Cheek.  Roaring  River    .... 

Roscoe  Gentry.  State  Road    

Earl  Wiles.  Rt    2,  N    Wilkesboro   ... 
Mrs    R    C.  Martin,  Ronda    

Broadman 
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Broadman 
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... 

Robert  Calloway,  Thurmond    
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2 

40 
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Broadman 

TOTALS     

28 
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2.215 

From  the  1956  Minutes 

Mrs.  Walters'  report  in  the  1957  Minutes  speaks  for  itself  as  to  why  an  Associational  Music  Program  is 
needed: 

MUSIC  REPORT 

In  1944  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  gave  the  Sunday  School  Board  the 
responsibility  of  developing  and  promoting  a  program  of  church  music  education.  Since  that 
time  interest  and  training  in  good  church  music  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Soon 
Baptists  in  several  states  saw  the  need  and  challenge  of  promoting  church  music. 

Our  own  state  now  has  a  secretary  of  our  department  of  church  music,  Joseph  O. 
Stroud,  a  consecrated  and  able  leader.  We  can  be  justly  proud  of  this  step  forward  and  look 
forward  to  a  great  advancement  in  our  church  music  in  the  near  future. 

The  music  of  the  church  should  be  as  appealing  as  the  music  outside  the  church.  The 
talents  of  the  young  and  the  old  must  be  utilized  for  the  glory  of  Christ  and  his  church. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  our  state  music  department  is  to  assist  all  churches  in  their 
music  problems.  On  October  8,  at  7:30  p.m.,  Mr.  Stroud  will  be  meeting  with  us  in  our  own 
association  at  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church.  Let  me  urge  all  pastors,  music  leaders  and  those 
interested  in  the  music  of  your  church  to  be  present,  and  help  us  plan  for  a  successful  year  in 
our  own  churches  and  association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
MARGARET  WALTERS 

In  1958,  Mrs.  Raymond  (Alice)  Johnson  reports  to  the  association,  "it  is  immportant  that  the  church 
develop  a  program  of  music  education  that  will  be  equal  to  any  outside  the  church".  (Music  education  in 
schools,  radio  and  television.)  Highlights  of  the  year: 
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1958  -  Three  Associational  Hymn  Sings. 

School  of  Music  at  Pleasant  Hill,  conducted  by  Joe  Stroud,  State  Music  Director, 

to  aid  individuals  who  hadn  t  had  musical  training. 
Graded  choirs  in  four  churches 
AM  21   churches  have  choir  directors, 

1959  -  Two  Associational  Hymn  Sings, 

One  Carol  Sing 
Frances  Cornwell,  Director 

1960  -  Carol  Sing  at  West  Elkm  in  November, 

Hymn  Sing  at  Shoaly  Branch    Juniors  made  up  a  choir  and  sang  selections  as  an 

Associational  Choir  and  as  separate  churches. 
Two  Sunday  afternoon  sings  -  most  successful. 
Leadership  Training  School  in  February, 
Six  choirs   in   association  attended   District  Choir  Festival  in  North  Wilkesboro  in 

March, 
Some  choirs  attended  State  Choir  Festivals  in  Winston-Salem  and  Salisbury 
Comment:  "Basic  need  continues  to  be  in  trained  leadership, 

1961  -  Six  churches  have  electronic  organs. 

One  pipe  organ 

Juniors  largest  group  enrolled  next  to  adults. 
Hymn  Sing  at  Mount  Pleasant. 

Associational  Music  School  at  Elkin  Valley  -  Richard  Brewer,  Kannapolis,  taught  a 
voice  class  and  directed  choirs.  Tommy  Johnson,  Mrs.  Joe  Blackburn,  Arthur 
Smith  and  Frances  Cornwell  taught  other  classes,  18  churches  represented  - 
average  attendance  113,  85  music  awards  earned. 
Eight   choirs  from   three  churches  attended  Regional  Music  Festival   in   February 
Seven  people  from  four  churches  attended  Ridgecrest  Music  Week 
Two  churches  represented  at  Fruitland  Junior  Music  Camp, 
One  church  represented  at  Caswell  Junior  Music  Week. 
Two  churches  represented  at  Caswell  Music  Week, 

Hymn   Sing   at   Cool   Springs  -  4   pastors,  7   music  directors,   115  choir  members 
attended.  Five  churches  sang  special  music. 
Comment:  "Many  needs  still  not  being  met  ,  ,  ,  in  music  leadership," 
A  full  slate  of  Music  Associational  Officers  elected  as  follows  reflects  the  organizational  structure 
in  1961 

(Although  a  full  slate  of  officers  appeared  from  time  to  time,  over  the  years,  due  to  lack  of  space,  only 
the  director  will  be  listed  in  the  ensuing  recount  of  associational  music  history,) 
Director  -  Miss  Frances  Cornwell,  Box  618,  Elkin 
Pastor-Advisor  -  Rev    W    C    Guth.  Route  2.  Box  314,  Elkin 

Director  of  Instrumental  Activities  -  Mrs,  Roy  Lawrence,  1272  Elk  Spur  Extension,  Elkin 
Director  of  Training  -  Mrs    Raymond  Johnson.  1456  North  Bridge  Street,  Elkin 
Director  of  Congregational  Activities  -  Miss  Wanda  Pettyjohn,  Route  2,  Box  80,  Elkin 
Director  of  Graded  Choir  Activities  -  Mrs,  Delmar  Lewis,  State  Road 
Director  of  Publicity  and  Promotion  -  Mrs,  Glenn  Dobbins,  Route  2,  Elkin 

1962  -  Two  different  Training  Schools  - 

Poplar  Springs:  "Music  Reading 

First  Baptist:  "The  Progressive  Vocalist' 

Two  additional  evenings  of  this  program  were  held  in  the  spring,  Kay  McGee 

Phillips  of  Winston-Salem,  teacher. 
Demonstration    Choir    Rehearsals    held    in    five    churches.    166    persons    from    13 

churches   participated.   Led   by   Kay  Phillips.  Kenneth  Neuenschwander  and 

David  Early,  all  of  Winston-Salem;   David  Condrey,  Jonesville,  and  Frances 

Cornwell.  Elkin.  "A  most  successful  event." 
Three  choirs  to  State  Music  Festival. 

Two  churches  sent  delegates  to  State  Assemblies  for  Music  Week. 
Wanda  Pettyjohn,  Director 

1963  -  Hymn  Sing  at  Mineral  Springs  -  seven  churches  represented. 

Demonstration  choir  rehearsals  repeated  in  five  different  churches,  136  persons  from 
17   churches  attended    Leaders:   Mrs    Jack  Hmson.  Juanita  Brown,  Kenneth 
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Neuenschwander  and  David  Boaz,  Jr  .  both  of  Winston-Salem,  and  Frances 

Cornweil  Greene  of  Elkin 
Four  Leadersfiip  Conferences  for  Directors  and  Pianists  held  at  Elkin  First. 
Some  churches  were  again  represented  at  Music  Festival  and  Summer  Music  Week 

Assemblies 
17  churches  had  elected  Music  Directors 
Comment    "Music  Leadership  needs  not  being  met 

1964  -  Churches  contacted  to  find  individual  needs 

Rural:  Interested  in  beginning  music  reading 
Town    Interested  in  advanced  vocal  work. 
Week  of  Music  conducted  March  9-13  at  Poplar  Springs  and  Ronda    Van  Ramsey 
and    Dan    Pardue   from   State   Music    Department,    taught     Beginning   Music 
Reader    four  nights   Two  classes  at  Elkin  Valley  last  night  -  ■Beginning  Vocal- 
ist    and    "Advanced   Vocalist       13    associational    churches   and    five   visiting 
churches  participated.  100  enrolled  -  average  attendance  76  -  41  awards  given 
Music  Festivals  and  State  Assemblies  attended  by  various  church  groups. 
Comment    'Churches  conscious  of  need  of  more  worshipful  music. 
Betty  (Mrs.  Glenn)  Dobbins,  Director 

1965  -  Carol  Sing  at  Poplar  Springs  in  December  1964  -  16  churches 

Associational  Music  School  in  March  at  Elkin  Valley.  Instructors:  Bill  Winchester, 
conducting:  Mrs.  Joe  Blackburn,  beginning  music  reader:  Mrs  Claude  Key, 
hymn  playing:  Mrs.  Bill  Winchester,  beginning  vocalist;  Rev.  N  C  Teague. 
music  in  the  Bible. 

Church  workshop  of  those  attending  music  school  gave  a  concert  -  10  churches 
represented 

Hymn  Sing  at  Ronda  Church 

"Buddy  Plan  adopted  whereby  individuals  or  groups  exchange  visits  with  other 
churches,  sharing  ideas. 

Regional  Choir  Festival  held  at  First  Baptist  in  February. 

Pleasant  Hill  Junior  and  Young  People  s  Choirs,  all  received  Excellent  (B+)  awards. 
First  Baptist  Junior  II  received  Superior  (A-)  award. 

1966  -  Carol  Sing  at  Bessie  s  Chapel. 

Junior  and  intermediate  Choirs  from  Pleasant  Hill  and  First  Baptist  received  honor- 
able mention  at  District  and  Statewide  Music  Festivals. 

Associational  Music  School  for  Juniors  through  Adults  held  at  Pleasant  Hill. 
Instructors:   Mrs    Joe  Blackburn,   Adults;   Lee  and   Patti  Webb,  Jr,,  Juniors, 

Association  assumed  expense  of  Music  School  for  first  time  and  a  portion  of  money 
alloted  to  the  Music  Department  was  shared  with  a  young  man  in  the  associ- 
ation to  further  his  education  in  church  music, 

17  churches  had  choir  programs  with  an  enrollment  of  887, 
Lee  Webb.  Jr,,  Director 

1967  -  School  of  Church  Music  at  Pleasant  Hill  -  92  Adults,  Young  People,  Intermediates 

and  Juniors  attended  from  seven  churches  and  two  from  Yadkin  Association, 

Leaders  and  workers:  Mrs,  Walker  Colvard,  Everette  Darnell.  Alice  Johnson. 

Bernice  Lawrence,  Jennifer  Ray.  Eugene  Watkins,  Lee  and  Patti  Webb, 
By-Products  of  School:  Establishment  of  Associational  Music  Library,  Music  used 

in  school  made  available  for  check-out  from  Associational  Missionary  s  office 

by  any  church 
Regional  Choir  Festival  again  at  First  Baptist, 
Some  choirs  also  attended  Statewide  Festivals, 
Music  Council  restructured  from  operational  areas  of  congregational,  graded  choirs. 

instrumental,  co-operative  ministries  and  administrative  activities  to  zoning. 
Association  divided  into  five  zones  and  a  representative  chosen  from  each  zone  to 

create  a  council  for  service  to  the  association 

1968  -  Associational  Music  Program  supported  Tri-County  Crusade,  recruiting  members 

for  Crusade  Choir 
Hymn  study  sponsored  by  Pleasant  Grove  Church  -  led  by  Joe  Stroud,  State  Music 

Secretary. 
Pleasant   Grove,    Pleasant    Hill    and    Elkin    Choirs    participated    in   Regional   Choir 

Festival 
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1969  -  Mr,  Webb  used  filmstrip  "A  Music  Program  in  Every  Church"  to  stimulate  interest 

among  pastors  and  laymen  in  improving  music  programs. 

Music  training  literature  and  some  pamphlets  published  by  Church  Music  Depart- 
ment, were  examined  and  discussed  to  give  ideas  for  local  churches  to  have 
more  meaningful  music  programs. 

Suggested  clinic  for  Children's  Choir  Workers. 

Interest  in  Choral  Clinic  for  teenagers  and  adults  manifested. 

Enrollment  900. 
Kay  Wiggs,  Director 

1970  -  Goal:  Get  more  people  involved 

Music  School  scheduled  for  May  1971. 

A  "First  Time  Choir  Festival"  was  planned  for  churches  that  had  not  participated 

before.  Information  sent  to  such  churches  urging  them  to  participate. 
Conference  with  State  Associational  Director  of  Region  Vll,  Lee  Webb,  Jr.  (formerly 

of  Elkin  First  Baptist)  brought  new  material  and  insight  in  associational  work. 

1971  -  Music  Workshop  in  May  at  Elkin  Valley.  Charles  Gatwood,  Associational  State  Music 

Department,   Director  of  Adults;   Larry  Heath,  Northwest  Baptist  Church  of 
Winston-Salem,    Youth    Director;    Terry    Childers,   Taylorsville   First    Baptist, 
Children's  Director. 
A  gift  of  Handbells  to  Elkin  First  Baptist. 

1972  -  Music  conference  led  by  consultants  from  Church  Music  Department  of  Sunday 

School   Board. 
Handbell  Workshop  conducted  by  James  Salzwedel  in  October. 

1973  -  Area  Youth  Folk  Musical  "Tell  It  Like  It  Is'   by  Carmichael  &  Kaiser,  sponsored  by 

Association  in  March  with  rehearsals  on  Sunday  afternoons  for  six  weeks.  40 
youths  enrolled  -  some  black  and  from  other  denominations. 
Choirs  enrollment  1,168. 
Luther  Byrd,  Director 

1974  -  Music  Appreciation  night  led  by  Music  Director  of  Baptist  State  Convention,  Joe 

Stroud. 
"Church  Musician  ',  June  1974,  carried  article  written  by  Anne  (Mrs.  Allen)  Adkins 

telling  of  the  community  youth  music  program  "Tell  It  Like  It  Is" 
Total  enrollment  1,227. 

1975  -  Joe  Rust,  Minister  of  Music  from  First  Baptist,  shared  talents  with  churches  through- 

out the  association. 
Several  churches  had  organized  special  singing  groups  which  included  the  Pleasant 

Hill  Trio,  Friendship  Trio,  Elkin  Valley  Quartet  and  Men's  Chorus.  These  special 

groups  provided  special  music  for  associational,   revivals  and  other  special 

occasions. 
Churches  were  singing  more  and  more,  using  talents  and  manifesting  more  joy  in 

singing. 
Total  enrollment  1,395. 

1976  -  Churches  were  noting  music  to  be  more  inspiring  and  uplifting. 

Associational  Music  Appreciation  night  held  at  Friendship.  Joe  Stroud,  State  Music 
Director,  leader.  New  Baptist  Hymnal  was  used  for  singing  and  in  presenting 
helpful  facts. 

Total  enrollment  1,410. 
Mrs,  Raymond  (Alice)  Johnson,  Director 

1977  -  No  state  sponsored  meeting  held  in  the  spring  due  to  the  rough  winter. 

Music  Directors  were  urged  to  lead  choirs  in  challenging  music  selected  to  meet 
needs  of  each  particular  congregation. 
Joe  Rust,  Director 

1978  -  Churches  urged  to  use  "Bold  Missions"  approach  in  music  programs. 
Comment;  ",  .  ,  the  real  measure  of  that  (musical)  program  is  the  spiritual  contribution  it 

makes  in  the  lives  of  individual  church  members.  " 
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TABLE  D  -  CHURCH  MUSIC 
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Union  Hill    

West  Elkin     
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Carl  Upright    Rt    2.  Elkin    N  C    28621    
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2 
4 

10 
8 
3 
3 

18 

4 
12 
10 

2 
12 

1 1 
16 
18 
14 
24 

4 
6 
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52 

39 

92 

54 
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19 
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1  7 

TOTALS    

Statistical  Table  from  1978  Minutes 

It  Is  apparent  from  this  recounting  of  the  Associational  Music  Program  that  it  has  experienced  greater 
continuous  growth  and  development  than  any  other  church  program.  Comparison  with  the  statistical  table 
from  1956  (the  first)  and  1978  (the  last)  reflects  the  growth  and  development  in  numbers  and  overall 
participation  of  the  churches  in  using  music  to  widen  fellowship,  help  develop  music  leadership,  reach  more 
people  for  church  attendance,  challenge  youth,  and  above  all  to  glorify  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
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Associational  Missions 


From  the  very  beginning,  the  Elkin  Association  demonstrated  that  missions  are  at  the  very  heart  of 
Baptist  work  Associational  missions  received  the  same  consideration  as  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
as  this  report  from  the  second  meeting  in  1880  states: 

"After  remarks  by  the  Moderator  and  many  of  the  brethren,  the  Association  proceeded  to 
elect  by  ballot  a  Missionary,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Bro.  Gwyn.  (E.  N.  Gwyn)  A 
committee  of  five  men  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  Mission  work  and  on  motion,  this 
Board  was  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  State  Board." 

On  motion,  the  Association  adopted  the  following: 

"Whereas,  we  have  elected  our  beloved  brother,  E.  N.  Gwyn,  as  Evangelist  in  this  Associ- 
ation, let  us  endeavor  to  feel  that  his  work  is  our  work.  Let  us  try  to  free  his  mind  from  earthly 
engagements,  that  he  may  give  himself  wholly  to  the  work  for  which  we  have  chosen  him, 
remembering  that  as  Paul  says,  upon  him  is  the  care  of  all  the  churches.  To  this  end  let  us 
request  the  Mission  Board  to  so  arrange  that  one  of  their  number  frequently  visit  and  confer 
with  Bro  Gwyn's  family,  and  assist  them  in  procuring  such  things  as  may  be  necessary  for 
their  support." 

In  1881,  the  following  excerpts  are  from  the  report  submitted  by  E.  N.  Gwyn: 
Number  of  sermons     ...     Ill  Fields  of  Labor  -    Hay  Meadow 

Religious  visits     180  Trap  Hill 

Days  employed    137  Roaring  Gap 

Miles  traveled     1,546  Pruitt's  School  House 

Reed  from  Assoc $38  South  Fork  of  Reddies  River  - 

From  State  Board     $50  church  constituted  -  29  mbrs. 

Constituted  a  church  for  the  colored  brethren  -  15  mbrs. 

"Trap  Hill  is  a  growing  and  thriving  town.  A  large  preparatory  institution  is  there,  conducted  by 
Professor  White,  and  monthly  preaching  by  a  Baptist  is  solicited." 

In  1888,  the  State  Missions  Committee  recommended: 

"We  recommend  this  Association  to  appoint  a  missionary  to  labor  in  its  bounds  for  the  next 
year,  also  the  appointment  of  an  executive  committee  whose  business  shall  be  to  look  after 
the  mission  work  during  the  year." 

An  offering  of  $11.00  was  taken  to  help  finish  Trap  Hill  Church. 

In  1889.  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Whereas  there  is  great  destitution  In  our  own  bounds,  therefore  resolved  that  we  advise  our 
Executive  Committee  to  employ  a  man  to  supply  this  destitution,  and  ask  the  State  Mission 
Board  to  endorse  him." 

On  motion  give  our  Executive  Committee  authority  to  manage  the  mission  and  colportage 
work  in  the  Association. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  composed  of  A.  M.  Church,  J.  S.  Kilby  and  P.  H.  Cockerham.  They 
report  that  Bro.  Thomas  Crabb  was  employed  for  five  months  as  colporter  and  gave  the  following  summary 
of  his  work: 

Miles  traveled   1,188  Days  worked    104 

Families  visited    ....     939  Amount  of  books 

Destitute  of  Bible    ..     175  sold  and  given    .     $145.15 

Excerpts  from  this  same  committee  report  in  1890: 

.  We  have  been  enabled  by  the  help  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  place  on  the  field  as 
colporters  a  part  of  the  year,  Bro.  Thos.  Crabb  and  Bro.  Wm.  Harris.  Bro.  Crabb  ...  we  trust 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  good  selling  and  giving  the  word  of  God.  Harris  worked  faithfully 
visiting  and  talking  to  the  people  and  getting  churches  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
Sunday  School  work.  .  . 
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.  .  .  We  advise  you  to  get  and  keep  at  work,  at  least  one  missionary  and  colporter  who  shall 
visit  the  churches,  teach  the  people  their  duty  towards  the  objects  fastened  by  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  see  that  there  is  a  Sunday  School  organized  in  each  church,  have 
protracted  meetings  and  preach  at  mission  points  ,  .  ,  Also  sell  and  give  the  Bible  to  all  our 
people  who  know  not  the  word  of  God,  talk  and  pray  with  the  people  at  their  homes  and 
advance  the  Lords  cause  in  this  way.' 

In  1891.  the  Executive  Committee  reports; 

.  We  have  been  enabled  by  the  help  of  the  State  Mission  Board  to  keep  on  the  field  the  past 
year  as  colporter  and  missionary.  Elder  C.  Blevins  who  has  been  aided  by  Elder  E  Blevins. 
These  Brethren  have  done  a  noble  work,  the  results  of  which  eternity  alone  can  tell.  .  . 

In  1892,  It  IS  noted  that  "Brother  C.  Blevins  has  been  doing  good  work  on  the  borders  of  our  territory. 
We  would  recommend  that  Ronda.  Roaring  River,  North  Wilkesboro,  be  supplied  with  preaching.  These  are 
important  Rail  Road  Towns  and  should  not  be  neglected  ' 

In  1893,  a  motion  was  made  that  "the  money  contributed  for  State  Missions  be  turned  over  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  applied  to  the  work   in   our  own  bounds."  The  amount  pledged  was  $37.25. 

"A  church  has  been  organized  at  Ronda.  We  recommend  that  this  body  aid  the  little  band 
which  needs  a  house  for  worship,  also  in  helping  to  employ  an  able  man  to  preach  at  that 
point  ■ 

From  1897  Minutes  (Executive  Committee): 

.  .  .  We  employed  Revs.  Grant  Cothren  and  B.  F,  Rollins  as  missionaries.  We  have  collected 
$55.80  since  our  organization. 

1899  "...  Rev  J  R  Jolly  accepted  the  work  (as  missionary)  and  has  been  preaching  at 
Union  Hill  and  Roaring  Gap  with  good  results.  Received  S19.30. 

1902  -  ,.  .  We  employed  A.  J.  Williams  as  Associational  Missionary,  Brother  Williams  has 
preached  once  per  month  for  seven  months  at  Union  Hill,  and  we  have  collected  for  him 
$9.41.  (This  is  not  the  Union  Hill  church  that  is  in  our  association  at  this  writing) 

1904  -  On  motion  G.  M  Burcham  and  A.  E.  Myers  appointed  as  missionaries  in  this 
association.  Nine  churches  pledged  $1.00  each;  G.  W.  Gilliam  and  J.  Darnell  pledged  50<P 
each  for  the  missionaries. 

For  some  reason  the  Executive  Committee  ceased  to  function  or  did  not  report  as  there  is  no  further 
mention  of  such  a  committee  until  1912.  It  must  be  noted  that  Elkin  Association  had  contributed  to  the 
formation  of  Stone  Mountain  and  Surry  Associations,  thereby  losing  a  large  portion  of  its  leadership. 

However,  in  the  Minutes  of  1922,  the  following  report  was  adopted,  indicating  that  the  missionary  spirit 
was  very  much  alive; 

Resolved  that  the  association  appoint  an  associational  board. 

1st.  That  the  board  be  composed  of  five  members  consisting  of  the  Moderator  and  Clerk 
of  this  association;  that  one  of  the  board  shall  be  a  pastor.  The  Moderator  and  Clerk, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  shall  be  chairman  and  secretary  of  this  board. 

2nd.  That  this  board  shall  have  charge  of  the  mission  work  within  the  bounds  of  this 
association  -  that  is,  see  the  gospel  is  preached  in  all  the  association,  and  assist  weak 
churches  whenever  possible 

3rd.  That  this  board  shall  have  no  power  except  to  advise  and  cooperate  with  the 
churches  in  making  the  work  of  the  association  more  efficient  in  the  work  of  building 
of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 

4th.  That  this  board  meet  four  times  each  year  if  possible,  on  the  fifth  Sunday,  and  that 
this  board,  if  they  deem  it  wise,  shall  arrange  for  a  union  meeting  of  all  the  churches 
on  the  fifth  Sunday. 
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5th.        That  this  board  shall  take  the  place  of  the  executive  committee  and  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  of  said  committee.  (Adopted) 

It  is  not  known  whether  this  committee  functioned  as  stipulated  above  as  there  is  no  further  reference 
to  it.  except  for  two  or  three  occasions  when  the  fifth  Sunday  meeting  was  mentioned.  However,  it  is  noted 
in  various  reports  over  the  years  that  ministers.  Sunday  School  Superintendents  and  other  committee 
representatives  were  encouraged  to  visit  and  strengthen  the  churches.  Chief  emphasis  during  the  1920's 
and  early  30s  was  on  establishing  and  strengthening  Sunday  Schools,  through  which  missions  were 
stressed,  especially  support  of  the  Thomasville  Orphanage  and  Mountain  View  School  in  addition  to  the 
other  Baptist  Schools  in  operation  at  that  time.  One  report  in  the  early  40's  mentions  that  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  visited  all  the  churches  throughout  the  year. 

Much  support  and  encouragement  was  given  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  in  all  phases  of  associ- 
ational  work.  Minutes  reveal  that  representatives  from  all  or  part  of  the  following  organizations  were  present 
at  all  sessions:  Orphanage,  Ministers'  Relief,  Home,  State  and  Foreign  Missions,  Biblical  Recorder,  schools 
and  colleges,  Sunday  School.  Baptist  Hospital,  Homes  for  the  Aging. 

In  1943,  we  note,  "On  motion  and  adoption  the  association  elected  our  Moderator,  E.  M.  Eldridge,  as  a 
missionary  to  visit  each  church  in  the  Elkin  Association  with  a  message  during  the  next  year." 

No  follow-up  is  noted  on  this  recommendation,  but  all  the  committee  representatives  were  working 
faithfully  in  their  appointed  fields  during  these  years  of  rapid  growth  in  most  of  the  churches. 

From  the  very  beginning,  concern  for  the  local  poor  was  stressed  and  a  fund  provided  for  this  purpose 
in  addition  to  funds  for  local  churches  and  pastors. 

The  late  40  s  became  a  period  of  tremendous  growth  for  the  churches  of  the  association  in  the 
aftermath  of  World  War  II.  As  growth  in  membership  and  organization  in  the  churches  increased  so  did  the 
need  for  enlarged  and  more  comfortable  buildings  arise.  At  least  half  of  the  churches  embarked  on  an 
expansion  or  completely  new  building  program,  to  provide  facilities  for  new  organizations. 

By  1951,  the  need  for  a  full-time  missionary  was  recognized  and  the  following  committee  was 
appointed  to  study  the  advisability  of  the  association  obtaining  the  services  of  an  Associational  Missionary: 

Lewis  Petree,  Chairman 
Howard  J.  Ford 
W.  C.  Guth 
No  mention  is  made  of  this  committee's  progress,  but  evidently  it  was  working  toward  this  end  as  the 
Resolutions  Committee  includes  the  following  resolution  in  its  1954  report: 

"We  need  to  make  a  resolution  toward  getting  an  associational  missionary  for  our 
association." 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Snow 
Mrs.  Dan  Teague 
Mrs.  Charlie  Couch 
L.  F.  Walker 
Rev.  Woodrow  Wishon 
The  matter  must  have  been  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive  Committee  according  to  the 
following  exceprt  from  the  Minutes  of  1956: 

The  Executive  Committee  brought  before  the  association  a  recommendation  to  elect  Rev. 
Tommy  Johnson  as  Associational  Missionary  to  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  A  motion  was 
made  and  seconded  and  unanimously  carried  by  the  association  to  elect  Rev.  Tommy 
Johnson  as  Associational  Missionary.  Rev.  Johnson  will  assume  his  missionary  duties  on  or 
about  November  1,  1956. 
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PERSONAL  DATA: 


Irvin  Thomas  Johnson  was  born  April  12,  1924,  to  John  Z.  and  Ida 

Irvin  Johnson  in  Forsyth  County,  but  was  reared  in  Elkin. 
Married  to  the  former  Marie  Newman  of  Elkin. 
One  child:  Dr.  Peggy  J.  Hartley. 

Licensed  and  ordained  by  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church 
Education:   Elkin  City  Schools 

Gardner-Webb  College,  Boiling  Springs,  N.C. 
Piedmont  Bible  College.  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
Accredited     Extension    Courses,    Southern    Seminary, 

Louisville,  Ky. 
Seminaries    and    Workshops,    Southeastern    Seminary, 
Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

WORK  EXPERIENCE: 

Griffith  Baptist  Church  1967  -  Present 

Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Lenoir,  N.C.  1965-1967 

Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist  Church,  State  Road,  N.C.  1960-1965 

Associational  Missionary,  Elkin  Association,  1955-1960  -  Also 

Pastor  Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Field  of  Churches  while  in  School:  Rockford,  Oak  Grove,  Mt 

View,  Surry  Association  1952-1955. 

PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS: 
Chaplain  of  N.C.  State  Rescue  Squads  1955-1965 
Moderator  Elkin  Association  1964-1965 

President,  Interdenominational  Pastor's  Conference,  Elkin,  N.C.  1958-1960 
Chairman,  Evangelism  Committee,  Pilot  Mountain  Association  1969-1974 

Member,  Pilot  Mountain  Association  Pastor's  Conference,  Nominating  Committee,  New  Work  Com- 
mittee 
Vice-President  Area  Inderdenominational  Pastor's  Conference 
Member  of  Board  of  Associates,  Gardner-Webb  College,  1973-1976 


It  IS  obvious  that  the  role  of  associational  missionary  at  this  period  in  time  in  no  way  compares  to  those 
who  served  in  the  early  days  of  the  association,  their  role  being  chiefly  supply  pastors  and  evangelists. 

At  the  time  Rev   Johnson  took  office  there  were  21  churches  in  the  association  with  a  total  member- 
ship of  5,576.  All  had  active  and  growing  Sunday  Schools;  15  had  active  Training  Unions:  11  had  WMS; 
seven   had   Brotherhoods:   15  had  some  form  of  music  program:  all  had  Vacation  Bible  Schools;  total 
missions  expenditures  522,283;  14  supported  the  Cooperative  Program  and  six  contributed  to  associational 
missions.  Ten  churches  were  paying  on  a  building  or  expansion  debt. 

A  record  of  activities  for  the  first  ten  months  of  his  tenure  in  office  reveals  the  scope  of  missionary 
activities  and  the  organizational  effort  put  forth  to  coordinate  missionary  endeavors. 

Sermons,  Sunday  School  Lessons    94 

Study  Courses,  VBS     7 

Churches  visited  and  worked  in    80 

Miles  driven  in  Association    6,347 

Individual  conferences    577 

Groups  and  Committee  meetings    43 

Letters,  Cards,  etc.  mailed     2,514 

Attended  Pastor's  Conference    10 

Attended  meetings  outside  association     11 

Prepared  and  distributed  calendar  of  activity  of  Association     50 

Helped  in  organizing  BTU    1 

Weddings   1 

Baptismal  Services    1 

Revival  Meetings    1 

Items  prepared  for  press    8 

Helped  to  plan  VBS   9 

VBS  Clinics  helped  in   2 

Associational  meetings  attended  (besides  special  meetings)    10 
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"...  I  have  been  in  every  church  one  or  more  times  and  have  been  able  to  do  some  kind  of 
work  in  every  one  of  the  churches  upon  the  pastor's  request." 

This  report  is  typical  of  the  ensuing  years  of  Rev.  Johnson's  tenure  which  reflected  continuous  growth 
and  development. 

A  Treasurer's  and  Budget  Committee  Report  were  included  in  the  Minutes  for  the  first  time.  These 
reports  have  continued  to  be  a  permanent  part  of  the  Minutes. 

Upon   motion,  the  following   report  presented  by  Mrs.  Jim  DeBorde  was  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER 

Below  is  a  report  of  the  total  amount  received  and  the  amount  disbursed  through  and 
including  August  31,  1957.  Also  included  in  this  report  is  a  Proposed  Budget  for  1957-58  and 
a  report  of  the  anticipated  income  for  the  next  associational  year. 


Churches  and  Amounts 
Received  In  1956-57 

Bessie's  Chapel                       $  00.00 

Center     40.00 

Cool  Springs    50.00 

Elkin:  East     53.35 

First     375.75 

West    168.33 

Elkin  Valley     300.00 

Little  Elkin     00.00 

Macedonia     70.00 

Maple  Springs    00.00 

Mineral  Springs  227.60 

Mt.  Pleasant    105.00 

Oak  Grove    00.00 

Pleasant  Hill    225.00 

Pleasant  Home    32.40 

Poplar  Springs     71.41 

Rock  Creek     00.00 

Rock  Creek,  WMS    50.00 

Ronda   00.00 

Shoaly  Branch   00.00 

Union  Hill    25.00 

White  Plains    00.00 

Baptist  State  Con.    900.00 

Supply  Work 
Cool  Springs  Young 

People's  B.T.U 25.00 

Elkin  First    16.00 

Elkin  Valley     7.50 

Pleasant  Hill    25.00 

Ronda   50.00 

Swalms  Knob 

(outside  association)   ..  10.00 
Misc.  Income 
Amount  brought  forward 

9-1-56    162.68 

Asso.  Minute  fund    210.80 

Associational  offering    36.15 

Sunday  School  Clinic   119.39 

Study  Course   42.15 

Sept.  1957  payments   71.57 

Pleasant  Home  (study 

course  books)    5.25 


Disbursements 

Rev.  Cannon  (S.  S. 

Clinic)   $      55.00 

Baptist  Book  Store    133.14 

Rev.  Tommy  Johnson 

(Asso.  missions)    2250.00 

Elk  Printing  Co. 

(minutes)    211.70 

Sabrilla  DeBorde 

(clerk's  fee)     75.00 

Rev.  W.  C.  Guth  (asso. 

telephone  calls)     6.40 

Elkin  Valley  Church 

(asso.  supplies)    12.68 

Rev.  Tommy  Johnson 

(expenses)     317.07 

Master  Products  Co 13.90 

Total  Disbursed       $3074.89 

Total  Received     $3475.33 

Total  Disbursed     $3074.89 

Balance  on  hand 

August  31,  1957     ....   $    400.44 
Proposed  Budget  for  1957-58 

Clerk's  fee  $    100.00 

Honorary  for  youth 

speaker  plus  expense  25.00 

Missionary  salary    3000.00 

Missionary's  expense    350.00 

Convention  expense    100.00 

Minute  fund    225.00 

Misc 15.00 


Total  Received 


$3475.33 


Total  Proposed  Budget    . .    $3820.00 
Equipment  Needed 

Projector  and  screen     . .   $  85.00 

Total  $3905.00 

Anticipated  Income 

Baptist  State  Con $1200.00 

Asso.  Minute  fund    225.00 

Regular  offering  from 

churches    2480.00 

Total  Anticipated 

Income    $3905.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
MRS.  JIM  DeBORDE, 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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Upon  Rev.  Johnson  s  resignation  in  1960,  to  become  pastor  of  Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church,  the 
Executive  Committee  offered  this  recommendation: 

In  view  of  the  very  fine  work  done  by  our  first  missionary,  Rev.  Tommy  Johnson,  we 
recommend  that  our  association  give  him  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  today  and  that  the  officers 
of  our  association  publish  an  article  about  his  work  with  us  in  the  Elkin  Tribune  and  the 
Biblical  Recorder. 

His  summation  of  this  experience: 

"During  my  years  in  the  Elkin  Association,  I  think  one  of  the  most  rewarding  was  to  see  the 
association  grow  into  a  working  unit  of  co-operation  among  all  the  churches.  During  this 
time,  every  church  in  the  association  had  Vacation  Bible  School  with  the  help  of  a  group  of 
young  people  giving  of  their  time  and  effort.  Also  each  church  contributed  to  one  or  more 
causes  of  our  convention.  I  guess  the  most  important  was  for  all  of  the  churches  to  see  how 
much  could  be  done  if  one  and  all  banded  together  in  an  effort  for  the  great  cause  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Rev    Johnson   continued  to   be  active  in  the  association,   serving  on  various  committees  and  as 
Moderator  in  1964  and  1965. 


The  association  was  fortunate  to  secure  the  services  of  Mrs.  Winfrey  (Butrice)  Luffman  of  State  Road 

for  the  missionary  post  vacated  by  Rev.  Johnson.  Her  seven  years  of  prior  experience  in  the  Stone  Moun- 
tain Association  was  an  invaluable  asset. 

The  Executive  Committee  reports  in  1960: 

On  Thursday,  Sept.  15,  we  unanimously  elected  Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman  of  State  Road, 
N.C..  to  become  our  full-time  missionary,  beginning  Jan.  1 ,  1961  .  .  .  Two  of  our  committee 
have  conferred  further  with  Mrs.  Luffman,  and  she  has  accepted  the  position  with  us.  We 
recommend  that  the  association  in  session  today  approve  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  heartily  elect  Mrs.  Luffman  as  our  missionary." 


PERSONAL   DATA: 


Butrice  Johnson  Luffman  was  born  January  3,  1911,  to  Isacc  C.  and 

Laura  Handy  Johnson  in  North  Wilkesboro,  N.C. 
Married  to  V.  Winfrey  Luffman 

Children:  Three  daughters  -  all  professional  people 
Education:   Public  schools  of  Wilkes  County 

Graduate  of  Mountain  View  Institute 

Draughans     Business    College,    Winston-Salem,     N.C. 

Mountain  Park  Junior  College 

WORK  EXPERIENCE: 

Secretary,  Mountain  Park  Institute  and  Junior  College  -  2  years 
Teacher  of  Business  Education,  Mountain  Park  High  School  -  5  years 
Associational  Missionary,  Stone  Mountain  Association  -  7  years 
Museum  of  Early  Southern  Decorative  Arts,  Old  Salem,  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.  -  5  years  (along  with  husband  who  is  an  expert 
metal  craftsman) 
Both  active  in  church  and  associational  work  for  many  years 

Mrs.  Luffman  assumed  the  duties  as  missionary  on  January  1, 
1961 .  Her  report  for  eight  months  indicates  growth  and  awareness  in 
a  wider  range  of  services: 


In  churches  for  work  or  visit    90  times 

Miles  travelled    3,426 

Letters  written     430 

Associational  bulletins  mimeographed  and  mailed  to  associational 

and  church  officers    6  issues 

Associational  meetings  attended  (including  committees)     18 

Associational  Missionaries'  Conference  at  Caswell     1  week 

Home  Missions  Conference  at  Ridgecrest  1 
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Regional  and  State  Missions    6 

Filmstrips  shown  (projector,  screen  and  filmstrips  provided  for 

other  showings)   5 

Worked  with  Music  Director  in  Associational  Music  School    85  awards 

Worked  with  VBS  Superintendent  in  promoting  and  conducting 

clinic    1 

Prepared  and  mimeographed  Worship  Service  programs,  record 

sheets,  and  Scripture  memory  work  for  use  in  all  the  churches, 

provided  textbooks,  flags,  etc.  where  needed. 

Served  as  principal  in  conducting  Vacation  Bible  Schools  4 

Assisted  in  planning,  preparation,  records,  etc.  in  several  others. 
Sent  news  publicity  of  associational  meetings  and  work  to  local 

newspapers    9  times 

With  picture    4  times 

Prepared  and  mailed  form  letters  in  interest  of  Hospital  and 

Homes  for  Aging 

Study  Courses  taught  (5  nights)   2 

Mission  Study  Books  taught  (1   night)     4 

Worked  with  Chairman  of  Evangelism  to  promote  associational 

meetings 
Assisted  officers,  organizations  and  individuals  with  plans 

materials,  reports,  etc.  as  opportunity  was  offered. 
Served  all  the  churches  by  means  of  bulletins  and  through  letters 

to  pastors,  officers  and  heads  of  the  church  organizations. 

A  calendar  of  events  included  in  the  Minutes  for  the  first  time  indicates  the  extent  of  growth  to  a  highly 
efficient  organization  with  increasing  Christian  Education  opportunities.  This  scope  of  activities  gives  a  far 
better  picture  of  Mrs.  Luffman's  duties  during  her  tenure  than  any  narrative  account,  and  is  typical  of 
ensuing  years. 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 

5-11— R. A.  Focus  Week 

6-7— Associational  Music  School,  7-9  p.m.  Poplar  Springs 
7— Seminary  Extension,  Elkin  First,  7:30 
10 — Associational  Evangelistic  Clinic,  Pleasant  Hill,  7:00 
14-16— Baptist  State  Convention,  Greensboro,  War  Memorial  Auditorium 
19 — Thanksgiving  Offering  for  Children's  Homes 
20-21— Associational  Music  School,  Elkin  First,  7-9  p.m. 
21— Seminary  Extension,  Elkin  First,  7:30 
23 — Thanksgiving  Day 
24 — Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

27-Dec.   1— WMU  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  and  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering 

28— Seminary  Extension,  Elkin  First,  7:30 

DECEMBER 

3 — Foreign  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School 

4— Trainmg  Union  "M  "  Night,  Cool  Springs,  7:30 

22— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

24— Student  Night  at  Christmas 

25— Christmas  Day 

1962— JANUARY 

7 — Soul  Winning  Commitment  Day 

8-12— Sunday  School  January  Bible  Study  Week  (Studies  in  Jeremiah) 
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8— Music  associational  officers,  Hotel  Elkin,  5:30 

15-19— State  Sunday  School  Leadership  Clinic,  Winston-Salem  1st. 

21— Hymn  Sing,  Center,  2:30 

22-26 — Interracial  Pastors'  School,  Winston-Salem 

24-26— State  VBS  Clinic.  Wingate  College 

26— Pastors   Conference,  7:30 

FEBRUARY 

11-17— YWA  Focus  Week 

12-14— State  Evangelistic  Conference,  Greensboro  First 

18 — Special  Day  and  Offering  for  Homes  for  Aging 

19 — Brotherhood  associational  meeting.  Mineral  Springs,  7:30 

22— Regional  Choir  Festival,  Elkin  First 

23— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

26-27— Music  School  associational,  7-9  p.m.,  Poplar  Springs 

MARCH 

5-9— Training  Union  Church  Membership  Study  Week 

5-9— WMU  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions  and  Annie  Armstrong  Offering 

11— Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School 

12-13— Associational  Music  School,  Elkin  First,  7-9  p.m. 

13-15— State  WMU  Annual  Session,  Asheville  First 

19-23— Sunday   School-Training   Union   Associational   Leadership  Training  School 

23— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

26— Training  Union  Tournaments,  Rock  Creek,  7:30 

27 — Regional  Annuity  Clinic 

30-31— State  R.A.  Congress,  Statesville  First 

30-Apr.  1— State  YWA  Houseparty,  Campbell  College 

APRIL 

1-8— Youth  Week 

1-15— Association-wide  simultaneous  Jubilee  Revivals 

8-13— Week  of  Prayer  for  Associational  Missions 

8 — Co-operative  Program  Sunday 

8 — Life  Commitment  Sunday 

14— State  Choir  Festival,  Adult,  Young  People  and  Intermediate,  Wake  Forest  College 

16— Associational  Music  officers.  Village  Barbecue,  5:30 

17— Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic,  Little  Elkin,  7:30 

19— Regional  TU  Convention,  Fairplains  Church  (near  North  Wilkesboro) 

20— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

22— Easter  Sunday 

27— Regional  Brotherhood  Convention 

28— Training  Union  "Youth  Night,"  West  Elkin,  7:30 

28— State  Choir  Festival  for  Junior  Choirs,  Greensboro  First 

29— WMU  annual  meeting.  Friendship  (evening) 

MAY 

4-6— State  TU  Youth  Convention 

6-13— Christian  Home  Week 

6— Hymn  Sing,  Pleasant  Hill,  2:30 

13— Mother's  Day  Offering  for  Hospital 

13-19— G. A.  Focus  Week 

20— Baptist  Hour  Sunday 

25— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 
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JUNE 

5-8— Southern  Baptist  Convention,  San  Francisco 

17— Christian  Education  Day 

25— TU  Assoclational  Officers  and  Leaders  Conference,  Pleasant  Hill,  7:30 

JULY 

2-6— Week  of  Study  and  Fellowship  and  AM  Conference,  Mars  Hill  College 

AUGUST 

12-18— Sunbeann  Focus  Week 

20— Training  Union  Mass  Meeting,  Oak  Grove,  7:30 

26— Off-To-College  Sunday 

SEPTEMBER 

10-14— Week  of  Prayer  for  State  Missions 

10-11— Sunday  School  Convention,  Greensboro  First 

11— Sunday  School  "Action"  night,  Elkin  Valley,  7:30 

15— State  Missions  Day  and  Offering 

20— Association,  Mount  Pleasant 

21— Association,  Bessie's  Chapel 

21— Pastors'  Conference  7:30 

23— Promotion  Day 

24-30— Sunday  School  Preparation  Week 

OCTOBER 

8— State  Brotherhood  Conference 

12-13— Christian  Witnessing  Leadership  Workshop 

14— Layman's  Day 

26— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

NOVEMBER 

4-10— R. A.  Focus  Week 

13-15— Baptist  State  Convention,  Raleigh 

18— Thanksgiving  Offering  for  Children's  Homes 

22— Thanksgiving  Day 

23— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

DECEMBER 

3— Training  Union  "M"  Night,  Elkin  First,  7:30 

3-7— WMU  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  and  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

9— Foreign  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School     .>. 

21— Pastors'  Conference,  7:30 

25— Christmas  Day 

30— Student  Night  at  Christmas 

NORTH  CAROLINA  ASSEMBLY  DATES  1962 

Week  Fruitland  Fort  Caswell 

June  1 1-16 — Church  Music  Conference    

June  18-23— Training  Union    Junior  R.  A.  Camp 

June  22-24— Brotherhood  Week-end    

June  25-30— Jr. -Int.,  R.  A.  Camp     Training  Union 
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July  2-7— Junior  R^  A.  Camp    World  Missions  Conference 

Jr. -Int.  R.  A.  Retreat 

June  6-8— Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference   

July  9-14— Jr. -Int.  R.  A.  Camp   Sunday  School  Conference 

Junior  Music  Camp 

July  16-21— Int    G.  A.  Camp   Church  Music  Conference 

July  23-28— Junior  G.  A.  Camp   Training  Union 

July  30-Aug.  4— Junior  G.  A.  Camp     Training  Union 

August  6-11— Junior  G.  A.  Camp    Jr. -Int.  R.  A.  Camp 

August  13-18— Junior  G.  A.  Camp    

August  20-25— Preaching  Week   

August  24-25—   Brotherhood  Week-end 

Mrs.  Luffman  resigned  in  1964  to  be  with  her  husband  who  had  retired  for  health  reasons,  A  year  later 
she  joined  her  husband  in  their  second  career  at  Old  Salem,  Inc.  in  Winston-Salem,  where  she  served  as  an 
escort  at  the  Museum  of  Early  Southern  Decorative  Arts  (MESDA)  and  he  served  as  a  host-craftsman  in  the 
Single  Brothers  House  and  plied  his  craft  as  an  expert  tinsmith. 

**•*••*•*••*• 
Following  Mrs.  Luffman's  resignation,  the  Executive  Committee  made  the  following  recommendation: 

After  thoroughly  Investigating  the  matter,  your  Executive  Committee  concludes  that  we 
cannot  support  a  qualified  Associational  Missionary  on  a  full  time  basis  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  budget.  We  are  asking  therefore,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to 
work  out  an  agreement  with  a  part  time  church  or  neighboring  association  to  call  a 
missionary  jointly.  (The  report  was  adopted) 

Respectfully  submitted, 

TOMMY  JOHNSON  MURL  L.  NEWMAN 

N.  C.  TEAGUE  PARKER  McLENDON 

MRS.  W.  C.  GUTH  JOHN  H.  HAYNES 

J.  L.  POWERS 
This  excerpt  is  from  the  Executive  Committee  Report  in  the  Minutes  of  1965: 

Considering  the  fact  the  association  had  no  missionary  this  past  year,  and  endeavoring  to 
secure  one,  the  committee  met  repeatedly  and  was  successful  in  getting  Rev.  M.  C. 
Swicegood  to  accept  the  call  to  become  Missionary  to  our  Association. 

**••*••*•**** 

PERSONAL  DATA:  Malvin  C.  Swicegood  was  born  December 28, 1917,  in  Salisbury,  N.C. 

m^^^^^^^^^^       Married  to  the  former  Versa  Russell  of  Troy,  N.C. 

Two  children:  Russell  Swicegood  -  married  to  Ann  Smith  (Both  teach 
^^       —^^^^-^       ^_  1"^  Rowan  County  Schools);  Sara  Swicegood,  Athletic  Director 

*  ^^       '"^P^^'       ^M  jn  East  Millbrook  Jr.  High  School,  Raleigh 

One  grandson,  Kevin  Swicegood 
Education:  Graduate  of  Catawba  College,  1939 

Graduate   of  Southern   Baptist   Theological   Seminary, 
H  ^^^^\W§f  UP"  Th.M.  Degree  in  1942 

^T"^ 'an^  j       Pastorates  include: 

A  ■    ^  I  Clemmons  Baptist  Church,  Clemmons,  N.C. 

Delaney  Street  Baptist  Church,  Orlando,  Florida 
Reeds  Baptist  Church,  Lexington,  N.C. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Bakersville,  N.C. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Bostic,  N.C. 
Loraine  Baptist  Church,  Loraine,  Ohio 

Rev.  Swicegood  served  as  associational  missionary  for  six 
years,  and  was  also  a  teacher  in  the  Elkin  High  School  during  these 
i^i^^^^^^^^m  same  years.  He  was  also  listed  as  pastor  of  Shoaly  Branch  Baptist 
Church  during  1970. 

Offices  held  in  associational  work  include  Clerk  of  Association, 
Moderator,  Music  Director,  Sunday  School  Director,  on  the 
Ordaining  Council,  Seminary  Extension  Director  and  Superintendent 
of  Missions. 
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His  report  in  part  for  1966  follows: 
I  Has  been  in  every  cfiurcfi  for  at  least  one  service  (23) 

Sermons  preached    39 

Prayer  meetings  conducted     17 

WML)  meetings  attended    8 

Sunday  School  classes  taught   18 

Worship  Services  attended    24 

Sunday  School  classes  attended     24 

Sunday  School  Assemblies  led    10 

Participated  in  Training  Union  services    11 

Took  part  in  G.A.  Coronation  service   1 

Took  part  m  YWA  White  Bible  Service     1 

Prayer  meetings  attended     18 

Sunday  School  Study  Courses  taught    2 

Revival  meetings  conducted    2 

Revival  Services  attended  in  Association   6 

WMU  Study  Course  books  taught    3 

Published  and  mailed  out  bulletins    2,000 

Letters  mailed     200 

Taught  "John's  Witness  to  Jesus"  in  churches   7 

Conducted  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic   1 

Advance  Book  of  Reports  copies  for  Association     300 

Individual  Conferences  held    36 

Committee  Meetings  attended    21 

Home-coming  Service  attended  1 

Participated  in  Training  Union  Mass  meeting    1 

Associational  Training  Union  Enlargement  Campaign    1 

Five— Year  Spiritual  Growth  Planning  meetings    2 

Seminary  Extension  courses  taught 2 

Participated  in  Ordination  Service    1 

Communion  Services  conducted   1 

Baptisms  for  a  pastorless  church    3 

Miles  traveled    9,050 

Many  telephone  calls 

The  above  report  is  typical  of  the  missionary  duties  performed  by  Rev.  Swicegood  each  year  -  varying 
according  to  needs  and  opportunities.  Since  his  resignation  in  1971,  he  has  been  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
Inez  Baptist  Church,  Warrenton,  N.  C.  and  teaching  school  in  the  Hawkins  Junior  High  School  of 
Warrenton. 


Mrs.   Luffman  was  called  to  be  interim  associational  missionary  as  indicated  by  the  Resolutions 
Committee  in  1971 . 

Be  it  resolved  that  we  express  our  grateful  appreciation: 

5    To  the  Reverend  Malvin  Swicegood  who  served  ably  ...  as  our  associational  missionary 
and  to  Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman  who  agreed  to  serve  as  interim  associational  missionary. 

**************** 

Following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Swicegood,  a  special  Missions  Committee  was  called  into  existence 
according  to  Article  IX  of  the  Constitution. 

This  committee  composed  of:  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon 

Rev.  E.  S.  Morgan 
Rev.  Dwane  R.  Campbell 
Rev.  Robert  M.  Tenery 
John  Henry  Haynes 
(Rev.  David  Cockerham)  for  Tenery 
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was  authorized  to  - 

,  .  .  seek  out  and  recommend  an  Associational  Superintendent  of  Missions  to  investigate  the 
possibility  of  a  merger  with  one  of  our  neighboring  associations  in  order  to  provide  a  full 
time  missionary  and  to  expand  our  program  of  Associational  Missions. 

After  meeting  with  Stone  Mountain  and  Alleghany  Associational  leadership,  it  was  judged 
that  a  merger  is  not  practical  at  this  time. 

At  our  meeting  in  June  1972,  our  interim  Superintendent  of  Missions,  Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman, 
was  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committee  as  our  permanent  Superintendent  of 
Missions.  (Note  name  change.)  The  recommendation  was  unanimously  accepted  and  Mrs. 
Luffman  began  her  tenure  officially  on  June  22,  1972. 

Excerpts  from  her  report  for  the  interim  year  indicates  her  dedication  of  purpose: 

"More  important  than  telling  of  what  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  is  the  vision  of 
things  that  might  come  to  pass  during  the  coming  year.  .  .  May  this  be  a  year  of  stronger  ties, 
closer  fellowship,  more  wholehearted  cooperation  among  these  21  churches  than  any  year 
we  have  ever  known." 

It  is  noted  that  the  number  of  associational  bulletins  mailed  out  to  churches  had  increased  to  400  "to 
acquaint  them  with  what  has  been  happening  in  the  churches,  the  association  plans  and  schedules  for  the 
future;  also  word  of  opportunities  provided  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  '  Visits  to  all  the  churches  at  least  twice  were  reported  in  addition  to  committee  meetings,  etc. 
Mrs.  Luffman  continued  in  her  able  and  capable  manner  until  her  retirement  June  30,  1977 
The  first  associational  missionary  to  retire  from  service,  she  was  honored  by  the  WMU  and  Youth 
organizations  who  presented  her  a  chair  and  a  book.  She  was  further  honored  with  a  reception  by  the 
association  "in  order  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  association  to  express  to  Mrs.  Luffman  our  love  and 
appreciation  for  the  years  of  hard  work  and  support  she  has  put  into  the  work." 

"As  a  Love  Gift  the  Executive  Committe  presented  Mrs.  Luffman  an  IBM  typewriter  and  a  gift 
of  $200.  In  addition  the  churches  sent  a  total  of  $1,070.68." 

At  the  associational  meeting  in  1977,  Dr.  Lin  Fincannon  paid  tribute  to  Mrs.  Luffman  on  behalf  of  the 
association  and  presented  her  a  Chatham  blanket. 

A  special  "Thank  You"  was  incorporated  in  the  Resolutions. 

A  photo  of  Mrs.  Luffman  was  also  included  in  the  1977  Minutes  "in  honor  of  Mrs.  Winfrey  Luffman  for 
nine  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association."  (Same  photo  used  in  this  history.) 


The  1977  Executive  Committee  reports: 

A  Search  Committee  headed  by  Rev.  W.  T.  Furr,  appointed  Mrs.  Jane  Carroll  McRae  to  serve 

as  Interim  Director  of  Missions.  (Note  another  title  change) 
The  Resolutions  Committee  offered  the  following: 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  we  are  fortunate  to  have  someone  as  capable  and  experienced  as 

Mrs.  Jane  McRae  to  serve  as  our  Interim  Director  of  Missions;  may  we  prayerfully  support 

and  work  with  her. 
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PERSONAL  DATA: 


Jane  Carroll  McRae  was  born  In  Louisiana  and  became  a 
volunteer  for  missions  at  the  age  of  eight  through  the  organizations 
of  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  as  a  child  until  Sunbeams  and  GAs  were 
organized. 

She  became  a  Sunday  School  teacher  in  her  country  church  at 
the  age  of  12  and  the  leader  of  the  Sunbeam  Band  during  her  high 
school  days. 

After  graduating  from  Spearsville  High  School  and  Louisiana 
Tech,  she  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky  and  graduated  from  the 
Seminary  there  with  a  major  in  Missions.  Her  undergraduate  degrees 
were  in  English  and  Journalism. 

During  these  years  of  schooling  she  worked  in  the  summers  in 
South  Louisiana  for  the  Home  Mission  Board,  developing  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  and  Sunday  Schools. 

She  married  Dr.  James  T.  McRae  and  they  had  five  children. 
Together  they  went  to  the  Holy  Land  as  missionaries,  serving  in 
Lebanon,  in  Ajloun,  Jordan,  and  in  the  Gaza  Strip. 

Mrs.  McRae's  work  was  largely  as  head  of  the  school  system 
and  of  the  Sunday  School. 

After  return  from  the  mission  field  Mrs.  McRae  has  worked  as 
Director  of  Public  Relations  for  the  Northwestern  Regional  Library 
System  in  Elkin.  She  became  Director  of  Missions  for  the  Elkin 
Association  in  1977. 


PUBLICATIONS: 

The  First  Sunbeam  Manual 

Under  the  Olive  Tree,  mission  study  book  about  Jordan 

The  Little  Boat  Family,  mission  study  book  about  Louisiana 

Photographer  in  Lebanon,  mission  study  book  about  Lebanon 

Numbers  of  articles  about  missions  for  various  Baptist  publications 

WORK  EXPERIENCE: 

Editor  of  her  college  annual,  Lagniappe 

Director  of  Children's  Services,  Ardmore  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem 

Educational  Director,  First  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem 

Summer  Missionary  in  swamps  of  Louisiana 

Kindergarten  Director,  Ardmore  Baptist  Church 

Teacher  of  High  School  English,  Jonesville,  N.C. 

Foreign  Missionary,  majoring  on  Sunday  School  and  educational  work 

Public  Relations  Director,  Northwestern  Regional  Library 

EDUCATION: 

BA,  Louisiana  Tech,  majors  in  English  and  Journalism 

Master's,  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  major  in  Missions 

Master's  in  Library  Science,  Appalachian  State  University 

Graduate  work  in  English,  Appalachian 

Certificate  in  Islamics,  Beirut,  Lebanon 

An  abbreviated  account  of  the  report  made  by  Mrs.  McRae  at  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Association 
reveals  the  wide  range  of  interest  that  has  permeated  the  association  and  the  need  for  broadening  concepts 
of  service  around  the  world. 

Twenty-one  of  22  churches  participated  in  the  World  Missions  Conference  in  April  1978  -the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  Elkin  Association.  It  involved  300  people  from  various  churches  in  a  long  range  program  of  work 
that  varied  from  making  flags  to  transporting  missionaries. 

Other  association-wide  meetings  included  M  Night,  VBS  Workshop,  Sunday  School  Teachers 
Workshop,  two  dinner  meetings  for  pastors  and  wives,  along  with  associational  officers,  a  Youth  Choir 
Clinic,  a  Bold  Missions  Workshop  for  Key  Leadership,  Associational  BYW  Meeting,  two  association-wide 
mission  studies,  a  GA  Camp,  a  Workshop  for  Acteens  Leaders,  annual  WMU  Session. 
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Much  emphasis  was  placed  on  enrichment  programs  for  the  Director  of  Missions  who  attended  the 
following  seminars  and  conferences  and  directed  special  programs: 
One  week  Seminar  in  Atlanta  for  Directors  of  Missions 
Meeting  of  Career  and  Professional  Women  at  Ridgecrest 
State  Convention  in  Charlotte 
Key  Leadership  Week  at  Ridgecrest 
State  Missions  Training  Sessions  in  Wilkesboro 

Serving  on  the  Resolutions  Committee  for  the  State  Convention 
Conducted  Library  Workshops 
Radio  programs  on  Christian  reading 

Inter-denominational  work  with  Moravians  and  Church  of  Christ 

Enlarged  the  LEAF  and  given  permission  to  make  it  available  to  more  people,  adding  more 
personal  information  about  the  work  of  individuals  and  churches. 
The  association  has  been  fortunate  to  procure  the  services  of  Mrs.  McRaeto  lead  it  in  her  very  capable 
and  experienced  way  into  the  second  century  of  Christian  service. 

In  1956,  the  year  of  the  first  associational  missionary,  associational  gifts  were  $240.00  and  a  total  to  all 
missions  causes  was  $22,283.  In  1978,  17  churches  out  of  22  gave  $6,111  to  associational  missions  and  all 
churches  gave  to  all  missions  causes  a  total  of  $132,631. 

Capable  and  dedicated  leadership  during  the  last  22  years  of  the  association's  first  century  has 
contributed  to  growth  of  Missions  awareness  throughout  the  world  with  accompanying  financial  support. 
The  Associational  Music  Program  was  born  in  1957  -  its  chief  purpose  being  to  enhance  the  Gospel 
message  which  is  at  the  very  heart  of  missions. 
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iissions 

(State,  Home  and  Foreign) 

1ST  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1879-1903 

At  the  first  associational  meeting  in   1879,  J.  Jennings  and  G.  W.  Adams  offered  the  following 
Resolution  in  their  Committee  Report  which  was  adopted: 

"2nd.  Resolved,  that  this  body  earnestly  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  great  command  of  our 
Lord  and  Promoting  the  cause  of  Missions  at  home  and  abroad." 
According  to  records  this  resolution  has  been  diligently  carried  out  and  is  at  the  heart  of  Elkin  Baptist 
Association  work. 

From  the  report  in  1880,  given  by  E.  N.  Gwyn  and  I.  T.  Prevette,  the  following  excerpts  reveal  the 
intensity  of  purpose: 

"Missions  include  State,  Domestic,  Foreign  and  Associational.  State  Missions  is  the  work  in 

our  own  State,  and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  this  work  is  being  so  rapidly  advanced  by  the 

Board  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.  .  . 

.  .  .  We  especially  recommend  the  work  of  Bro.  Buckner  among  the  Red  Men  of  the  Forest . . . 

Bro.  J.  B.  Hartwell  is  laboring  successfully  with  the  Chinese  in  California. 

...  Foreign  Missions  is  the  work  of  Missions  in  all  the  world.  Bro.  Yates,  the  model 

Missionary  of  the  day,  is  yet  doing  a  good  work  for  the  Master  in  China. 

.  . .  We  do  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Missionary  to  labor  in  and  on  the  borders  of 
this  Association,  as  this  is  an  inviting  field  in  which  to  work  for  the  Master."  (See  Assoc. 
Missions) 

D.  J.  Roberts  and  J.  Hughes,  Missions  Committee  in  1881,  continue  the  emphasis  on 
the  importance  of  Missions: 

"Missions  include  the  greatest  effort  on  the  part  of  God's  ministers.  As  the  Father  sent  his 
Son  to  complete  his  work  in  reconciling  the  world  to  Himself,  by  the  shedding  of  His  own 
blood,  so  let  us  obey  the  commandments  of  God,  taking  His  word  as  the  man  of  our  counsel, 
referring  to  Matthew  XXV:19." 
Following  the  Missions  Report  in  1882,  by  R.  W.  Wooten  and  A.  M.  Church,  an  offering  was  given  for 
Foreign  Missions  in  the  amount  of  $5.63.  The  next  day  a  missions  offering  was  listed  at  $4.14,  making  a  total 
of  $8.78. 

Total  missions  offering  in  1883,  was  listed  as  $4.26.  Committee  members,  A.  T.  Pardue  and  W.  F.  Byrd, 
suggested  that  this  offering  be  applied  to  State  Missions. 

In  1884,  concern  was  expressed  for  needs  within  the  association.  (See  Assoc.  Missions) 
C.  F.  Fields  and  W.  F.  Byrd  report  in  1885,  that  "Baptists  in  North  Carolina  .  .  .  now  number  231,275.  . . 
We  now  have  seventy  missionaries  who  are  laboring  from  the  sea  to  the  mountains.  .  .  We  notice  Home  and 
Domestic  Missions.  This  embraces  the  Southern  States  and  Indian  Territory.  Bro.  Blake  is  laboring  among 
the  Indians.  .  .  The  Foreign  Mission  work  claims  an  important  place  in  this  report." 
A  total  of  $10.98  was  taken  for  missions. 

At  the  1886  meeting,  Missions  were  headed  by  two  separate  committees.  G.  W.  Farrington  and  E.  M. 
Blackburn  report  on  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  as  follows: 

"The  Home  Mission  Board  is  located  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  Hon.  J.  D.  Stewart  as  President.  . .  It 
has  about  250  missionaries.  .  .  Our  Foreign  Missions  extends  to  China,  and  has  over  fifty 
missionaries  in  the  field.  Also,  in  Africa,  Italy,  South  America  and  Mexico.  .  ." 
T.  M.  Honeycutt  and  William  Harris  report  on  State  Missions: 

".  .  .  The  attention  of  the  Board  has  long  been  directed  to  the  destitution  existing  in  Ashe  and 
Alleghany  Counties,  but  never  until  now  has  the  Board  been  able  to  enter  this  field.  For  some 
months  past  a  missionary  has  been  laboring  in  this  field  with  encouraging  success. . .  Those 
who  are  near  enough  ought  also  to  make  contributions  in  produce  as  they  can  thereby  do 
more  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Lord's  work  in  this  very  needy  territory." 
Elder  T.  M.  Honeycutt  preached  a  missionary  sermon  and  a  total  offering  of  $17.32  was  taken  for  the 
combined  missions.  (According  to  G.  W.  Paschal  in  History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  "Honeycutt 
was  a  missionary  at  Sparta.  He  came  to  this  territory  from  Mars  Hill,  N.C.  as  a  representative  of  the  Western 
Baptist  Convention."  He  was  elected  president  of  the  newly  formed  Ashe  and  Alleghany  Association  in 
1886). 

By  1888,   it  was  noted  that  "The  State  Missions  Board  has  in  the  field  87  missionaries  and  16 
Colportuers. ' 
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Center 

$2.50 

Cool  Springs 

5.50 

Macedonia 

2.50 

J.  Greenwood 

1.00 

Collection 

5.66 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions  Committee  urged,  "Let  us  show  our  faith  by  our  work  and  liberal 
contributions." 

Offerings  listed  by  churches  for  first  time  as  follows: 

Poplar  Springs  .48 

Shoaly  Branch  1.00 

Liberty  Grove  2.10 

A.  M.  Church  2.00 

TOTAL  $22.74 

The  Mmutes  show  that  $23.20  was  given  to  State  Missions  -  none  to  Foreign  Missions. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  decade  in  1889,  churches  were  urged  to  be  more  liberal  to  help  in  the  State 
Mission  work,  also  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  work.  However  it  seemed  that  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
support  was  lagging  as  $22.66  was  sent  to  State  Missions  -  none  to  Foreign. 

This  report  would  be  too  lengthy  to  list  the  names  of  all  committee  members  who  labored  faithfully  in 
the  cause  of  missions  during  these  early  years  and  laid  the  groundwork  for  carrying  out  the  Lord's 
command  through  the  work  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  The  names  of  many  dedicated  workers  will  be 
seen  throughout  this  history  in  their  time  frame  serving  in  many  capacities. 

In  1890,  as  the  second  decade  begins,  the  following  pledges  for  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
indicate  that  the  churches  were  becoming  more  aware  of  financial  responsibilities  to  missions  and  were 
responding  to  the  challenge,  even  though  money  was  a  scarce  commodity  during  the  reconstruction  years 
following  the  Civil  War.  At  this  point  there  were  a  total  of  19  churches  with  a  total  membership  of  986.  The 
number  of  churches  had  almost  doubled  since  the  association  was  organized,  but  the  membership  had 
increased  only  about  one-third,  indicating  small  memberships. 
16  of  19  churches  gave  to  missions  as  follows: 

State  Missions       Foreign  IMissions 

$  1.00 
2.00 
1.00 
,50 
1.00 
1.00 

1.00 
1.00 
.25 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

1.00 


Center 

$  2.00 

Cool  Springs 

2.00 

Elkin 

4.00 

Gum  Orchard 

Liberty  Grove 

2.00 

Macedonia 

3.00 

Mt.  Carmel 

2.50 

Mount  Pisgah 

1.00 

Pleasant  Home 

3.00 

Riverside 

1.00 

Rock  Creek 

1.50 

Shoaly  Branch 

Trap  Hill 

5.00 

Union  Cross 

1.00 

Union  Hill 

.50 

White  Plains 

3.00 

S.  E.  Gentry 

.25 

$31.75  $13.75 

The  Missions  Committee  reported  that  the  Home  Mission  Board  had  270  missionaries  among  the 
native  white  population  and  30  among  the  Indians;  had  also  aided  in  the  support  of  45  colored  missionaries 
in  preaching  to  their  own  race. 

".  .  .  Cuba,  that  stronghold  of  Catholicism.  We  have  nearly  2,000  church  members,  Daiz  in 
prison  once,  at  Santiago  DeCuba,  singing  in  jail,  baptising  jailor  and  mayor,  life  sought  by 
assassin's  hand,  an  effort  to  bribe  him,  a  child  stolen,  in  prison  again,  a  day  and  night  in  the 
deep,  picked  up  at  sea."  (Cuban  missionary  compared  to  Paul) 
The  1891  Minutes  show  that  118  brethren.  Baptist  preachers  aided  by  the  Mission  Board  are  going  into 
neglected  and  destitute  places,  to  preach  the  gospel.  Elder  C.  Durham,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
State  Board,  was  present  at  the  meeting. 

In  1892,  a  letter  was  read  from  G.  W.  Greene,  missionary  to  China.  (He  had  been  a  professor  at 
Moravian  Falls  Academy  and  active  in  all  phases  of  Baptist  work  in  the  area  associations  before  volunteering 
for  mission  work  in  China.) 

At  this  point  in  time,  Japan  was  added  to  the  Foreign  Missions  field  -  making  a  total  of  six.  A  significant 
increase  was  noted  in  State  Missions  offerings  -  15  churches  pledged  a  total  of  $42.00;  Elkin  leading  with 
$10.00;  Liberty  Grove,  Trap  Hill  and  Cool  Springs  each  pledging  $5.00. 
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"The  brethren  agreed  to  do  all  they  can  to  raise  at  least  one  collection  for  Foreign  Missions  at 
their  churches  next  year." 
In  1893,  a  motion  was  made  that  "the  money  contributed  for  State  Missions  be  turned  over  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  applied  to  the  w/ork  in  our  ov\/n  bounds  "  Amount  pledged  was  $37.25.  (Assoc. 
Missions) 

In  1897,  it  was  noted  that  "more  men  have  been  called  and  have  gone  from  North  Carolina  to  Foreign 
fields  than  any  other  state  in  the  south."  Such  men  as  Bryan,  Bostic,  Herring,  Greene  and  latum  are  listed. 
".  .  .  391  missionaries  are  employed  to  work  among  the  negro,  the  Indians,  foreigners  who 
come  to  our  country  and  the  islands  of  Cuba." 

State  Missions  gifts  from  churches    $56,60 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions    7.90 

1897  was  the  peak  year  for  the  association  in  number  of  churches  -  a  total  of  27,  with  membership  of 
1,418,  averaging  around  52  members  per  church.  However,  six  churches  had  approximately  one-half  the 
membership  of  all  27  churches:  Cool  Springs  267,  Rock  Creek  120,  Trap  Hill  117,  Elkin  97,  Macedonia  93, 
and  Gum  Orchard  81. 

By  the  end  of  the  second  decade,  1899,  the  association  was  down  to  18  churches,  chiefly  due  to  the 
organization  of  Stone  Mountain  Association  in  the  fall  of  1897.  This  new  association  was  whole-heartedly 
supported  by  the  Elkin  Association  as  a  means  of  extending  Christ's  Kingdom  and  letters  of  dismissal  were 
granted  to  several  churches  in  order  to  form  this  new  body.  (See  narrative  portion  and  Roster  of  Churches). 
This  decade  ends  with  the  State  Missions  Committee  reporting,  "We  have  men  preaching  at  more  than 
three  hundred  places  in  more  than  fifty  different  counties  in  our  state." 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Baptist  people  of  the  association  give  the  proceedings  of  the  15th 
day  of  November  to  mission  causes. 

Home  and  Foreign  Missions  report,  "The  Roman  Yoke  has  been  removed  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  and 
they  are  sending  out  the  Macedonian  cry,  'Come  over  and  give  us  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  fields.'  The  Lord  has 
converted  more  men  and  women  in  China  than  during  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  missions." 

By  1902,  it  was  noted  by  C.  H.  Utiey,  reporting  on  State  Missions  that  "In  Eastern  North  Carolina  we 
have  our  greatest  destitution.  Three  whole  counties  have  only  two  churches  each  .  .  .  largely  supported  by 
the  Board.  North  Carolina  has  more  cotton  mills  than  any  other  state  in  the  Union  except  Massachusetts. 
Since  a  majority  of  operatives  are  Baptist,  this  work  should  appeal  to  us.  .  ." 
Rev.  UtIey  also  reported  on  Home  and  Foreign  Missions: 

"Last  year  we  employed  674  missionaries.  .  .  From  China  the  dark  war  clouds  have  largely 
passed.  Japan  has  turned  a  listening  ear.  .  .  In  Africa  nearly  three  times  as  many  baptisms 
were  reported  as  for  the  year  before.  The  work  in  Mexico  moves  steadily  forward.  .  . 
Prospects  are  brighter  and  more  hopeful  in  Italy  and  Brazil  than  ever  before.  .  .  Only  the 
other  day  the  Pastor  of  Greensboro  Church  volunteered  (for  Foreign  Mission  work). 
Four  churches  out  of  18  gave  $35.32  to  State  Missions 
Elkin  and  Ronda  gave  10.23  to  Home  Missions 

Ronda  gave  2.50  to  Foreign  Missions 

Possibly  the  best  summation  of  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  missions  endeavors  is  that  of  laying  the 
groundwork  and  a  firm  foundation  for  the  tremendous  missionary  zeal  prevalent  throughout  the  association 
in  subsequent  years.  It  took  great  courage  and  dedication  on  the  part  of  associational  leaders  and  lay 
personnel  to  keep  the  spirit  of  missions  alive  at  a  time  when  financial  support  was  at  such  a  low  ebb. 
The  missions  offerings  were  not  tabulated  for  the  first  quarter  century  as  it  was  difficult  at  times  to 
separate  these  amounts,  but  for  all  causes  a  rough  estimate  would  be  not  more  than  $500. 
Missions  causes  supported:         Associational 

Home 
Foreign 
State 
Education 
Ministers'  Relief 
Orphanage 
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Missions 

(State,  Home  and  Foreign) 

2ND  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1904  through  1928 

The  second  quarter  century  was  ushered  in  with  a  Resolution  being  passed  to  ask  the  churches  to  take 
an  offering  at  least  once  each  year  for  Missions,  Orphanage  and  Ministers'  Relief. 

The  1905  Minutes  show  that  Rev.  S.  F.  Thompson  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  gave  the  report  on 
Missions  as  follows: 

Total  State  Contributions:  Foreign  Missions  $315,248.00 

Home  Missions  190,131.30 

State  Missions  30,000.00 

He  urged  the  association  to  support  the  above  causes  and  an  offering  was  taken  but  the  amount 
could  not  be  determined  due  to  faded  print. 

Records  show  that  only  two  churches  gave  a  total  of  $3.47  for  Home  Missions  in  1907,  and  the  1908 
Minutes  show  that  $1.00  was  given  to  Foreign  Missions. 

Throughout  this  quarter  century,  the  association  struggled  along  with  ten  to  twelve  churches. 
Financially,  this  was  probably  the  leanest  quarter  of  the  entire  century.  World  War  I  was  fought  during  the 
middle  part  of  the  quarter  and  the  economic  impact  was  felt  in  the  area. 

In  1908,  J.  S.  Kilby  and  W.  R.  Bradshaw,  Missions  Committee,  urged  the  association  to  raise  at  least 
$15.00  for  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  -  stating  that  the  missionaries  of  the  State  Board  had 
organized  one-half  of  the  churches  and  baptized  50,000  of  212,000  members.  It  was  noted  that  these 
churches  gave  two-thirds  of  all  the  money  that  went  to  missions  causes. 

It  spite  of  repealed  efforts,  missions  offerings  remained  at  a  low  ebb  and  by  1913,  Liberty  Grove  was 
the  only  church  giving  to  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  -  the  sum  of  $4.02  to  each  cause.  This  church 
also  paid  its  preacher  the  whopping  sum  of  $60.00.  Shoaly  Branch  gave  $1.86  to  State  Missions. 

In  1914,  Liberty  Grove  gave  the  astounding  sum  of  $50.00  to  Foreign  Missions;  Pleasant  Hill  gave  $2.00 
and  Mount  Pleasant  gave  $1.25.  Liberty  Grove  also  gave  $5.00  to  Home  Missions  and  Mount  Pleasant  $1.25. 

Financial  support  was  not  consistent  and  churches  and  amounts  given  are  listed  from  time  to  time  as 
an  index  to  missions  support. 

Association  churches  were  urged  to  average  ten  cents  per  member  in  the  cause  of  these  endeavors 
during  the  next  year. 

Liberty  Grove  led  again  in  gifts  to  missions  -  $20.63  to  State  Missions:  $2.58  to  Home  Missions  and 
$2.29  to  Foreign  Missions. 

Elkin  Valley  led  in  missions  gifts  in  1920  -  a  total  of  $12.15  to  State  and  Associational  Missions,  and 
again  in  1922  with  $13.50;  in  1923  with  $14.74. 

The  report  showed  that  on  the  combined  mission  fields  there  were  nine  theological  schools,  11 
colleges,  25  high  schools,  587  grade  schools  and  12  hospitals  -  197  state  missionaries;  470  Foreign 
Missionaries  teaching  and  preaching  in  18  countries  for  which  financial  support  was  needed. 

The  1924  Missions  Report  gives  this  sad  commentary: 

"This  year  ends  the  five-year  period  of  the  Seventy-Five  Mission  Campaign  with  a  large 
amount  of  our  quota  unpaid. " 

The  Elkin  Association  was  requested  to  take  an  offering  in  the  churches  between  "now  and  the 
meeting  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  so  that  our  Boards  can  end  this  year  with  no  debts  hanging  over 
them." 

In  1927,  the  Missions  Committee  reiterated  the  old  refrain,  "Our  Foreign  Missions  are  greatly 
handicapped  for  lack  of  funds.  "  A  surprising  response  was  shown  as  seven  out  of  12  churches  gave  a  total  of 
$187.69  to  all  mission  causes.  Of  this  amount  Ronda  gave  $76.00  and  Elkin  Valley  gave  $74.03. 

A  new  idea  in  financial  support  for  missions  was  born  in  1928,  the  end  of  the  second  quarter  and  the 
fiftieth  year  of  the  association's  existence.  Attention  was  focused  on  the  Cooperative  Program,  a  method  by 
which  every  contributor  helps  in  every  department  of  the  work. 

"The  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  are  engaged  in  State  Mission  work.  Home  Mission  work,  and 
Foreign  Mission  work.  That  is,  in  giving  the  Gospel  to  our  own  state,  to  the  destitute  sections 
of  our  Southland,  Panama  and  Cuba,  and  to  all  the  heathen  and  lost  nations  of  the  earth.  We 
do  this  by  our  gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program. 
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"The  funds  received  from  the  churches  by  this  plan  are  divided  between  state-w/ide  and 
south-wide  objects  on  a  50-50  basis." 

Six  churches  gave  through  the  new  program  this  first  year,  but  it  was  slow  to  catch  on  in  a  consistent 
manner  until  near  the  end  of  the  century  as  later  reports  will  show. 

Financial  support  for  missions  was  very  spasmodic  throughout  this  entire  quarter,  but  each  church 
gave  at  least  one  time  to  one  or  more  phases  of  mission  worl<.  Some  years  there  were  no  offerings  listed 
for  missions. 

The  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston-Salem  was  added  to  the  Benevolent  causes  during  the  latter  part  of 
this  quarter  century  and  much  support  was  given  to  the  cause  of  education  locally  -Traphiil  Institute  and 
Mountain  View.  These  schools  are  dealt  with  in  a  more  detailed  manner  in  the  Education  Report. 

Although  the  association  experienced  little  growth  in  the  number  of  churches,  there  was  considerable 
growth  in  membership.  In  1904,  there  were  10  churches  represented  with  a  total  membership  of  947.  At  the 
end  of  the  quarter  century  there  were  1 1  churches  with  membership  of  1 ,561 .  Two  had  withdrawn  and  three 
added. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  progress  was  made  in  strengthening  the  individual  churches.  All  had  "evergreen" 
Sunday  Schools  through  which  missions  were  stressed  and  supported.  This  local  growth  prepared  the 
churches  for  supporting  all  the  mission  needs  that  would  arise  during  the  next  50  years  of  this  century. 

The  following  tables  reflect  the  extent  of  local  and  missions  support,  plus  Cooperative  Program 
participation  in  1928: 
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Statistical  Tables  from  the  1928  Minutes. 
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Missions 

(State,  Home  and  Foreign) 

3RD  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1929  through  1953 

The  country  was  entering  into  the  great  depression  as  the  third  quarter  century  was  ushered  in.  As 
always,  during  times  of  adversity  the  spirit  of  missions  was  strong,  but  the  prevalent  note  in  reports  was 
Foreign  Missions  being  greatly  handicapped  due  to  lack  of  funds. 

However,  the  churches  were  better  organized  and  becoming  more  consistent  in  their  giving  to  all 
phases  of  work. 

China  was  the  focal  point  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Rev.  Wade  Bostick,  missionary  on  furlough  from 
China,  preached  on  the  second  day  of  the  associational  meeting  in  1929. 

In  1930,  eight  churches  out  of  11  gave  the  astounding  amount  of  $564.14  (probably  more  than  all  the 
combined  mission  gifts  of  the  past  twenty-five  years)  to  all  mission  causes.  Pleasant  Home  Church  led  with 
$192.96. 

In  1932,  churches  were  urged  to  take  the  every  member  canvass  for  the  cause  of  missions. 
Concern  for  State  Missions  was  expressed  in  1933: 

"There  are  more  than  19  million  (foreigners,  Indians,  and  negroes)  within  our  own  territory." 
Churches  were  reminded  that  Baptists  received  the  challenge  and  sent  out  the  first  foreign  missionary 
since  the  days  of  Paul  -  William  Carey  of  England;  Adoniram  Judson  and  Luther  Rice  from  America,  to  India. 
Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins  of  Raleigh,  was  present  at  the  1934  meeting  and  discussed  the  missions  report  along 
with  D.  W.  Day. 

"The  old  frontiers  of  Home  Missions  have  passed  and  new  frontiers  have  taken  their  place. 
The  Indians,  the  foreigners,  the  Jews,  the  deaf  mutes,  the  underprivileged,  and  the  negroes 
are  our  field." 
It  was  noted  that  the  Board  had  202  missionaries  and  workers  maintaining  - 
Over  400  Mission  Stations  Seamans'  Institute 

Five  Goodwill  Centers  Fifteen  Schools 

Two  Rescue  Missions  Tubercular  Sanatorium 

Building  and  Loan  Department  with  over  one-half  mil- 
lion dollars  loaned  to  churches. 
Foreign  Mission  support  continued  to  be  weak  -  probably  due  in  part  to  the  "depression",  as  indicated 
below: 

"Southern  Baptists  have  only  394  missionaries.  Seven  years  ago  there  were  544.  The  figures 
themselves  tell  a  story  of  closed  hospitals  and  schools,  abandoned  stations  and  forsaken 
native  workers,  overworked  missionaries  and  lost  opportunities.  .  .  The  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  stayed  within  its  budget." 
In  spite  of  the  "depression"  mission  gifts  increased  during  the  30s  and  started  an  upward  climb  that 
has  increased  steadily  to  the  end  of  the  century.  However,  the  Benevolent  causes  received  much  greater 
support  during  the  third  quarter  century  than  other  causes. 

By  1935,  Elkin  Valley  seemed  to  be  the  most  highly  organized  church  and  led  in  gifts  to  missions, 
education  and  benevolences  with  the  sum  of  $1,274.26.  Mount  Pleasant  was  runner-up  with  $1,137.25.  Total 
-  all  causes  from  all  churches  -  $4,058.88. 

Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins  was  again  present  at  the  meeting  in  1936  and  assisted  M.  F.  Barker  in  giving  the 
missions  report.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  Home  Board  "has  and  operates  15  schools  and  furnishes 
property  of  eight  mountain  schools  to  local  boards  free  of  charge." 

Missions  Committee  representatives  continued  to  encourage  the  churches  with  such  messages  as  the 
following  by  Mrs.  Robert  Transou  in  1939: 

"The  Christian  who  consecrates  his  prayers  and  money  to  the  missionary  cause  can  have  a 
part  in  all  the  work  of  all  the  missionaries,  and  can  share  in  every  phase  of  work  promoted 
by  Southern  Baptists." 
Dr.  Huggins  was  again  present  at  the  1940  meeting  and  spoke  to  the  report  by  Vermelle  Money.  It  was 
suggested  that  every  Baptist  Church  take  a  special  offering  monthly  or  each  quarter  for  the  ongoing  of 
mission  work,  the  needs  being  greater  emphasized  by  the  acceleration  of  World  War  II. 
"Every  Sunday  School  should  be  a  mission  school  -  home  and  foreign  also." 
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The  missions  program  of  the  association  was  strengthened  in  1941  by  the  addition  of  Elkin  First 
Baptist,  bringing  a  total  membership  of  515,  a  fully  graded  Sunday  School  and  a  strong  WMU  organization. 
It  was  the  only  church  out  of  15  having  services  four  Sundays  a  month  and  was  firmly  committed  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

Support  for  Red  Cross  and  Foreign  Relief  was  among  the  missions  causes. 
14  churches  out  of  15  gave  to  one  or  more  missions  causes. 

In  his  report,  Charlie  R.  Byrd  told  the  association,  "We  may  not  be  able  to  preach  like  Paul  and  pray  like 
Peter,  but  God  has  a  mission  for  every  one  to  perform." 

Growth  in  Missions  Endeavors  was  realized  through  organization  of  the  Associational  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  on  May  30,  1941,  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church.  (See  Associational  WMU  History) 

Consistency  in  giving  through  the  Cooperative  Program  was  slow  as  the  1943  financial  reports  show 
that  only  three  churches  out  of  16  gave  through  this  program.  Five  gave  to  the  special  State,  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions. 

In  1944,  the  Cooperative  Program  was  emphasized  as  follows: 

"Baptist's  Plan  is  to  give  each  week,  or  regularly,  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  The  goal  is 
fifty  cents  of  each  dollar  to  missions  and  the  other  fifty  cents  to  local  church  expenses.  No 
church  in  the  Elkin  Association  has  yet  reached  that  goal.  . .  Southern  Baptists  . .  .  are  free  of 
debt  and  are  giving  regularly  to  relief  work  in  China."  Dr.  Huggins  spoke  to  the  report. 
In  1946,  Mrs.  E.  C.  James  told  the  association: 
"The  war  has  greatly  increased  our  opportunities  for  services  and  now  the  need  is  even 
greater  as  so  many  fields  are  opening  up.  The  greatest  and  most  urgent  need  perhaps  is  the 
enlistment  of  the  unenllsted  at  home  and  the  building  back  and  manning  of  the  destroyed 
churches  and  institutions  In  the  war  torn  countries.  We  have  not  yet  reached  our  goal  of 
$400,000  in  N.C.  for  relief  and  rehabilitation." 
Out  of  18  churches  seven  gave  to  the  Cooperative  Program 
six  gave  to  State  Missions 
five  gave  to  Foreign  Missions 
17  gave  to  one  or  more  causes 
In  1947,  Mrs.  Harvey  Church  suggested  that  Baptists  of  the  Elkin  Association,  adopt  the  slogan,  "Every 
Baptist  a  Missionary. " 

"Missionaries  who  have  been  at  home  because  of  war  conditions  are  returning  to  their 
former  fields  of  work  and  new  missionaries  are  being  sent  out." 
In  1948,  Mrs.  E.  C.  James  cited  "a  widespread  need  of  aid  and  rehabilitation  which  follows  war.  .  .  The 
strong  forces  of  communism  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  act  NOW." 

In  1950,  it  was  noted  by  Mrs.  Roscoe  Wood  that  "The  greatest  advance  was  in  Japan  where  we  now 
have  40  missionaries.  .  .  Requests  for  241  missionaries  have  come  from  our  mission  stations.  .  .  Advance 
through  open  doors  of  opportunity  is  hampered  by  the  lack  of  enough  properly  trained  workers." 

A  strong  missionary  emphasis  was  placed  on  tithing  as  the  responsibility  of  Baptists  through  the  WMU. 
In  1952,  an  increase  in  participation  in  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  was  noted. 

12  churches  out  of  21  gave  through  the  Cooperative  Program 

13  churches  out  of  21  gave  to  Designated  State  Missions 
12  churches  out  of  21  gave  to  Designated  Home  Missions 
10  churches  out  of  21  gave  to  Designated  Foreign  Missions 

By  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  century  in  1953,  the  WMU  was  firmly  established  as  the  catalyst  for 
promotion  of  missions  throughout  the  association. 

The  spirit  of  missions  is  expressed  by  the  following  comments  incorporated  in  the  Minutes: 
Mrs.  David  W.  Day:  "Wonderful  progress  has  been  made  in  all  fields,  even  from  the  Apostles 
until  this  very  day.  .  .  The  need  in  mission  fields  is  greater  than  ever  before  -  there  are  more 
people." 

Mrs.  Paul  M.  Cochrane:  "We  urgently  need  to  make  missions  the  task  of  the  whole  church. . . 
Next  to  giving  is  our  attitude  toward  the  minority  groups  in  our  country  -  negroes  and  other 
nationalities." 

"Let's  start  missions  with  our  young  people,  that  they  may  make  missions  their  supreme 
motive  in  life." 
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state  Missions  areas  of  need  emphasized  were  the  colored  races,  Allied  Church  League,  the  silent 
people.  Department  of  Pastoral  Care,  the  assemblies  of  Fruitland  and  Caswell. 

Some  area  pastors  were  taking  advantage  of  training  and  refresher  courses  offered  at  Fruitland,  Mars 
Hill  and  Caswell  -  a  great  opportunity  for  those  who  had  not  had  seminary  training. 

Total  missions  gifts  in  the  last  year  of  the  third  quarter  century  -  1953,  was  $18,113.00,  revealing  a 
steady  climb  of  financial  support  throughout  the  quarter. 
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Missions 

(State,  Home  and  Foreign) 

4TH  QUARTER  CENTURY 
1954  through  1978 

The  fourth  quarter  century  of  missions  emphasis  can  be  compared  to  a  young  man  or  woman  reaching 
adulthood  with  training  and  experience  for  great  opportunities  ahead.  The  Elkin  Association  had  "grown 
up"  to  World  Missions  Awareness. 

All  21  churches  had  a  combined  membership  of  5,337. 

Six  reported  having  January  Bible  Study. 

Each  had  held  one  or  more  revival  meetings. 

15  reported  Vacation  Bible  Schools. 

There  were  eight  special  training  schools. 

Six  Sunday  Schools  had  Extension  Departments. 

13  had  active  Training  Unions. 

10  had  organized  WMU  work  -  six  with  Youth  organizations. 
Five  had  Brotherhood  organizations  (1955). 

Five  were  full  time. 

Each  church  had  a  pastor  with  a  designated  salary. 

11  were  giving  through  the  Cooperative  Program. 

During  this  period  of  time  there  was  emphasis  on  Evangelism,  American  Bible  Society,  Allied  Church 
League,  the  birth  of  the  new  Benevolences:  Homes  for  the  Aging,  new  orphanage  facilities.  Maternity  Home 
for  Unwed  Mothers,  Southeastern  Seminary,  increased  Baptist  Hospital  facilities  and  updated  educational 
facilities.  All  these  endeavors  demanded  increased  support  by  the  churches. 

The  Cooperative  Program  was  continuously  emphasized  as  the  best  way  to  have  a  more  uniform 
system  of  giving  for  all  the  above  causes.  Some  churches  were  giving  only  to  specific  causes  -  a  pattern  that 
had  been  followed  by  most  churches  throughout  the  state  -  which  resulted  in  some  causes  having  more 
money  than  needed  while  others  were  hampered  for  lack  of  sufficient  funds. 

The  American  Bible  Society  was  considered  an  important  ally  of  missions  in  distributing  the  Word  of 
God  and  each  church  was  asked  to  include  a  defininte  amount  in  the  budget  to  help  finance  this  worthy 
cause. 

At  a  School  of  Missions  held  jointly  with  the  Yadkin  Association  in  1956,  according  to  Mrs.  W.  C.  Guth, 
missionaries  were  free  with  their  testimony  concerning  the  great  support  given  through  the  Cooperative 
Program.  "What  the  budget  is  to  the  local  church  so  the  Cooperative  Program  is  to  the  Convention." 

Radio  and  Visual  Education  became  a  boon  to  missions  endeavors  in  1956,  with  Lin  Fincannon  serving 
as  the  first  representative.  Under  a  committee  set  up  for  this  purpose,  seven  churches  took  over  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Baptist  Hour  -  broadcast  each  Sunday  at  2:30  p.m.  over  WIFM. 

Much  emphasis  was  placed  on  having  returned  missionaries  speak  at  various  meetings,  giving  first  hand 
accounts  of  the  work  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  during  this  quarter  century.  Dr.  Baker  J.  Cauthen, 
Foreign  Missions  Board  Director,  was  guest  speaker  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

With  the  organization  of  Associational  Brotherhood,  men  became  more  active  in  missions  promotion. 
Phillip  Ray  reported  in  1958,  that  special  attention  was  being  given  through  Home  Mission  work  to  large 
metropolitan  areas  with  a  goal  of  90  city  missions  by  1964.  Home  Mission  work  was  being  carried  on  in  all 
southern  states,  the  West,  Cuba,  Panama  and  Alaska.  His  admonition  to  the  association  in  1960  was,  "We 
must  never  slacken  in  our  prayerful  effort  to  keep  World  Missions  at  the  heart  of  our  church  life." 

By  1962,  it  was  noted  that  17  different  ministries  were  being  performed  under  state  missions.  Ten 
divisions  were  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  E.  Lowell  Spivey,  while  seven  divisions  were  supervised  by 
secretaries  or  directors.  Home  Missions  were  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Courts  Redford  in  49  states, 
D.  C,  Cuba  and  the  Canal  Zone.  Approximately  183  emeritus  missionaries  were  serving  in  every  facet  of 
Christian  ministry. 

Fifty-one  foreign  countries  were  being  served  by  1,583  missionaries. 

The  association  supported  all  the  programs  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  during  these  years  of 
rapid  growth,  including  the  30,000  Movement,  Schools  of  Missions  and  Seminary  Extension  Centers. 

At  the  end  of  1964  (tenth  year  in  the  fourth  quarter  century)  Home  Missions  had  developed  into  such 
an  extensive  work  it  was  divided  into  14  categories: 

142 


Chaplaincy  Associational  Administration  Services 

Urban-Rural  Church  Extension 

Pioneer  Work  with  National  Baptists 

Metropolitan  Language  Missions 

Mission  Center  Work  Special  Mission  Ministries 

Jewish  Work  Program  of  Evangelism 

Survey  and  Special  Studies  Program  of  Church  Loans 

Total  mission  gifts  in  1965  had  increased  to  $56,435. 

The  association  reached  peak  growth  in  number  of  churches  in  1966  -  a  total  of  23  with  a  total 
membership  of  6,861  (27  in  1897).  Stewardship  was  encouraged  through  all  the  organizations  in  order  to 
increase  Cooperative  Program  gifts  at  least  10%. 

In  the  late  60's,  the  chief  mission  emphasis  locally  was  preparing  for  the  Crusade  of  the  Americas  in 
which  all  churches  participated  in  April  1969.  This  evangelistic  effort  was  undergirded  with  missionary  zeal 
and  fervor. 

Special  missions  offerings  promoted  throughout  the  association  were: 

Annie  Armstrong  -  Home  Missions 

Heck-Jones  -  State  Missions 

February  -  Homes  for  the  Aging 

Mothers'  Day  -  Baptist  Hospital 

Fathers'  Day  -  Christian  Education 

Thanksgiving  -  Children's  Homes 

Lottie  Moon  -  Foreign  Missions 

A  Stewardship-Cooperative  Program  Committee  was  formed  in  1970  to  offer  friendly  service  and  aid 
for  setting  up  stewardship  programs  in  any  church  that  felt  the  need  of  assistance. 

The  spirit  of  missions  was  truly  alive  during  these  years  of  the  60's  and  manifested  itself  in  increased 
giving.  By  the  end  of  the  second  decade  of  the  last  quarter  century  (1974),  total  missions  gifts  were  $95,272. 

The  50th  anniversary  of  the  Cooperative  Program  was  observed  in  1975,  with  a  tribute  to  its 
effectiveness  .  .  .  "it  undergirds  everything  we  do  in  mission  work  -  makes  a  missionary  of  every  giver,  an 
efficient  and  economical  channel  for  World  Missions,  stimulates  interest  in  all  mission  causes." 

Programs  and  missions  emphasis  in  individual  churches  continued  to  increase  throughout  the  70's.  As 
participation  in  special  training  programs  increased  so  did  missions  offerings  in  proportion. 

Missions  also  became  a  personal  reality  for  several  persons  in  the  association  during  the  latter  part  of 
this  quarter  century.  Emma  Cooke  and  Susan  Taylor  from  Elkin  First  Baptist  served  in  Beirut,  Lebanon  and 
Southern  Rhodesia,  respectively.  Peggy  Harmon  of  Friendship  Church  is  serving  in  Brazil,  and  Keith  Money, 
while  serving  as  Youth  Minister  at  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  spent  several  weeks  in  the  Barbados.  Miss 
Cooke's  support  was  completely  underwritten  by  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Elkin  Valley  Church  has 
continued  a  missionary  support  program  instituted  under  the  leadership  of  the  late  W.  C.  Guth.  This  support 
has  included  Max  Furr,  James  Lochridge,  Dr.  Keith  Edwards,  John  Calhoun  and  Ethel  Ledbetter.  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  sends  a  special  love  gift  to  Jack  Gentry  each  year.  He  is  not  a  member  of  that  church  but 
volunteered  for  Foreign  Mission  service  while  attending  Bible  School  there. 

As  a  grand  finale  to  Missions  Endeavors  these  100  years,  nothing  could  have  been  more  fitting  than  the 
observance  of  the  World  Missions  Conference  in  April  1978,  with  15  churches  having  simultaneous 
fellowship  suppers  and  revivals  every  night.  Outstanding  representatives  of  all  facets  of  mission  work  were 
present  to  tell  of  the  work  throughout  the  state,  home  and  foreign  fields  of  which  Elkin  churches  have  had  a 
part  in  supporting. 

A  Prayer  Retreat  led  by  veteran  missionary  Martha  Franks  about  two  weeks  prior  to  the  World  Missions 
Conference  was  a  memorable  occasion  and  set  the  stage  for  the  success  of  the  Conference. 

The  following  table  will  give  an  over-all  commitment  to  missions  by  individual  churches  at  the 
100th  session  of  the  association: 
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TABLE  H  -  MISSION  EXPENDITURES 
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Director  of  Associational  Missions  —  MRS    JANE  McRAE 
Box  526.  Eikin,  N  C    28621 
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CHURCHES 

CHURCH  CLERKS  &  ADDRESSES 
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5 
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Cool  Springs    . , 
East  Elkm    

Becky  Hinson.  Rt.  1.  Box  500,  Ronda,  NC    28670     ..      . 
Joe  Weatherman.  343  Johnson  flidge  Rd  ,  Elkin  28621 

200 

100 

15,966 

7,774 

3200 

ISO 

1,710 
500 
250 

271 
100 

1,933 

80 

386 

1,545 

200 

150 

3,865 

12,382 

1,436 

400 

100 
150 

414 

100 
161 
SO 
250 

75 
75 
100 
250 

393 

277 
310 

1,369 
636 
6,388 
17,984 
1,686 

1,569 
736 

Elkin  Valley    , . , 
Friandshjp   

G    0  Cooper,  125  W   Highland  Ave.,  Elkm,  N  C.  28621    . 
Miss  Elaine  Combs.  Rt.  3.  Box  477.  Elkm.  NC    28621    .. 

25,758 
4,886 

Little  Eikin     .... 
MacetJonia    .... 
Mineral  Springs 
Mount  Pleasani  . 
Oak  Grove     

Elton  Lay,  2005  Elk  Spur  St..  Elkjn.  N  C    28621     

Mrs.  Ella  Walker.  Rt.   1.  Box  2H,  Roaring  River.  28669    .. 
Mrs   Hugh  Vestal,  221  S   Swaim  St  .  Jonesville.  N  C  28642 

Mrs    W   J    Walts,  38  Park  Rd.,  N    W.lkesboro.  NC    26659 

658 
1  770 
7972 

416 

120 
520 
200 
300 

200 
112 

200 

149 
821 

319 

582 
1,054 
1,312 

446 

163 
57 

135 
372 

100 

300 

60 

110 

100 

33 
77 

300 

2,770 
301 
73 

50 

2,905 
1,980 
2,924 
1,512 
2,015 

2,905 
2,638 
4,694 
9,484 
2,431 

Pleasani  Grove    , 
Pleasant  Hill     . . . 
Pleasant  Home 
Pleasani  Ridge    . 
Pleasani  View    . . 
Poplar  Springs     . 

Mrs    Eric  Redding,  Rt    2.  Box  103.  Ronda.  NC    28670     , 
Mrs    Peggy  Couch,  no  Westwood  Lane.  Elkin.  N  C  28621 
Marvin  L.  Cockerham.  Rt.  1.  Box  165.  Roaring  River  28669 

Pat  Luffman,  Rt    1.  Slate  Road.  N  C.  28676    

Barbara  H.alt,  Rt   2.  Box  322.  State  Road.  NC.  28676    . 
How/ard  E   Freeman.  Rt  2,  Box  56,  State  Road,  N  C  28676 

4,926 
13,724 
367 
2,194 
1,391 
2,816 

403 
659 

420 
300 
315 

129 
587 

403 
250 
555 

430 
473 
246 
452 

427 

956 
3,416 

403 

1,112 

81 

1,656 

525 
262 
100 
100 
300 

187 
52 

100 
50 

300 

108 
100 
226 
300 

140 

1  745 

480 

1  794 

2,059 
5,847 
1,071 
4,432 
1,486 
5,647 

6,985 

19,571 
1,438 
6,626 
2,877 
8,463 

Rock  Creek     ,    . , 
Ronda  First 
Shoaly  Branch    . 

Union  Hill 

V/hJte  Platns  .... 
Wes\  Elkm     

Miss  Milla  Sebastian,  Rt   2.  Box  444.  N   Wilkesboro  28659 
Grace  W    Goliher,  Betty  A.  Gray.  Ronda,  N  C    28670   .  ,  . 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Swaim.  Rt    2.  Box  211,  Elkin.  NC    28621 
John  N    Nixon,  Rt    1.  Box  94,  Thurmond.  NC    28683    ., 
Odell  Blackburn,  Rl.   l.  Box  106.  Roaring  River.  28669     , 

708 
34 
108 
360 
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34 

30 
100 

370 
125 

132 

618 
176 

80 

2,500 
336 

200 
164 

110 

372 
166 
35 
200 
250 

346 
121 

103 

96 
84 

75 

281 
682 

4,391 
1,220 
69 
1,110 
1,196 

4,391 
1,928 
103 
1,218 
1,556 
2,580 

144 


Brotherhood 


The  Associational  Brotherhood  was  officially  organized  in  1957,  and  at  that  time  there  were  six  Royal 
Ambassador  chapters.  The  first  comprehensive  report  was  given  in  the  1957  Minutes  by  Charles  B. 
Trammel,  Jr.,  although  the  following  table  appeared  in  the  1955  Minutes  showing  organizations  in  five 
churches: 

TABLE  V  -  BROTHERHOOD 
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East  Elkin    

.  C    C    Francis,  Elkin     

27 
76 
39 

24 
10 
12 

27 
94 
68 
23 

24 

Elkin  First    

.Grady  R    Fuller.  Elkin     

18 
29 
23 

24 

18 

8 
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Elkin  Valley     .... 
Mineral  Springs 

.Reginald  Gambill    Elkin         .... 
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8 
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11 
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142 
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12 

11 

83 

74 

239 

130 

In  his  report,  Mr.  Trammel  stated  that  there  were  no  new  organizations  but  the  enrollment  had 
increased  to  348. 

R.  F.  Callaway  was  the  Brotherhood  leader  for  1958  and  1959.  His  1959  report  showed  that  a  good 
representation  from  the  Elkin  churches  had  attended  a  district  meeting  in  Boone,  and  a  joint  meeting  with 
the  WMU  was  held  in  March.  A  delegation  attended  Brotherhood  Week  at  Caswell. 

Allan  Adkins.  Associational  President  for  1960,  reported  two  new  RA  chapters,  totaling  25  boys.  (RA's 
had  been  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  WMU  prior  to  organization  of  the  Brotherhood.) 

The  Minutes  in  1961,  listed  a  full  slate  of  Associational  Brotherhood  officers  for  the  first  time  as 
follows: 

President  Lin  Fincannon 

Advisory  Council  -  (Rev.  N.  C.  Teague 

(Rev.  W.  C.  Guth 
(Rev.  Tommy  Johnson 
Vice  President  Guy  Mathis 

Secretary  John  Francis 

RA  Leader  Paul  Cochrane 

Christian  Witness  L  James  Ring 

Personal  Stewardship  C.  C.  Francis 

World  Missions  Grady  Fuller 

Mr.  Adkins  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Brotherhood  would  grow  with  the  reorganization  designed  to 
be  more  fitting  to  the  needs  of  men.  He  noted  a  stronger  spiritual  growth  manifested  by  a  greater  dedication 
to  service  in  the  churches  that  have  organizations. 

In  the  1962  Minutes,  Lin  Fincannon,  President,  reported  a  stirring  of  activity  in  the  Brotherhood.  One 
Associational  meeting  was  held  at  West  Elkin  at  which  Howard  Ford  brought  the  message.  One  new 
Brotherhood  was  organized  at  Mineral  Springs;  Dr.  Fincannon  taught  classes  at  Caswell  during  World 
Missions  Week:  he  also  taught  courses  in  Elkin  and  Stone  Mountain  Association  and  a  group  attended 
training  sessions  at  Caswell 

Garvey  Chambers,  president,  reported  in  1965  that  Puplar  Springs  and  Friendship  were  hosts  for  two 
Associational  Brotherhood  meetings;  there  was  good  representation  at  statewide  and  regional  meetings, 
and  a  continuing  interest  in  RA  work    Eight  churches  had  RA  Chapters  with  a  total  membership  of  327, 
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Dallas  DeBorde  was  president  of  the  organization  from  1964-1966.  During  his  first  year  in  office  an 
orientation  meeting  was  held  at  Cool  Springs.  Fourteen  churches  were  represented  by  a  total  of  36  men 
Rev.  Clyde  Davis,  N  C.  Secretary  of  the  Brotherhood,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  dinner  meeting.  Topic: 
"Baptist  Men  in  World  Missions  .  which  he  called  a  statement  of  purpose  for  the  Brotherhood.  All  state  and 
regional  meetings  were  represented  by  associational  members. 

"Mobilizing  Men  for  the  Master",  was  the  theme  for  the  year  1964-65.  Two  new  RA  chapters  were 
reported  The  aim  of  the  Brotherhood  was  proclaimed  to  encourage  men  to  become  more  involved  in  the 
overall  program  of  the  church  Baptist  Men's  Day  was  sponsored  in  the  churches  with  several  laymen  taking 
part.  An  Associational  Brotherhood  workshop  was  held  in  November  at  Pleasant  Hill,  with  28  officers 
present.  Leaders  and  RAs  attended  RA  Congress  in  Hickory. 

Despite  all  this  interest  and  activity,  a  decline  in  membership  wsa  manifested  in  1966,  and  only  three 
churches  reported  active  organizations.  This  decline  continued  until  1971,  at  which  time  Mineral  Springs 
Church  reorganized,  bringing  the  sagging  enrollment  up  to  184.  Corbet  Walters  was  listed  as  the  director. 

Mayhew  Swaim  was  director  for  1973-74,  and  four  churches  were  manifesting  some  activity.  A  total  of 
212  was  enrolled  -  showing  an  upward  trend. 

A  slight  awakening  of  interest  was  manifested  in  the  1975  report  by  John  N.  Nixon,  president.  Shoaly 
Branch  reported  having  a  Brotherhood.  Mr.  Nixon  attended  a  meeting  in  North  Wilkesboro,  conducted  by 
State  Brotherhood  leaders. 

Rock  Creek  reported  RA  work  in  1976,  making  a  total  of  seven  churches  having  RA  and  Brotherhood 
work  A  Brotherhood  Banquet  was  held  in  February  at  which  State  Brotherhood  Director  Edwin  Bullock  and 
Associate  Robert  Watson,  were  speakers.  Forty-one  men  from  20  churches  were  present. 

Dr  Lin  Fincannon  was  elected  Brotherhood  Director  for  the  second  time  in  1977.  He  urged  spiritual 
renewal  among  Brotherhood  members  and  expressed  the  need  fc  "an  enthusiastic,  witnessing,  praying, 
giving  laity." 

In  1978,  at  the  Centennial  observance  of  the  association,  Dr.  Fincannon  stated  his  goal  to  establish  at 
least  four  new  Brotherhoods.  A  discouraging  note  crept  in  as  he  stated  that  the  "work  is  at  a  low  ebb  in  the 
Elkin  Association  -  on  the  march  in  other  areas  of  North  Carolina." 

The  statistical  table  showed  only  three  churches  having  Brotherhood  leaders  and  sparse  information 
from  five  churches. 

Despite  the  decline  in  the  Brotherhood  organizational  structure,  the  leaders  from  time  to  time  have 
expressed  the  opinion  that  in  churches  where  the  Brotherhood  has  been  active,  there  is  stronger  missions 
awareness  among  the  men  and  boys  of  the  congregation.  One  leader  expressed  it  in  this  manner:  "We  feel 
that  many  of  our  churches  (besides  those  active  in  Brotherhood)  are  already  doing  Brotherhood-type  work 
in  their  churches  and  communities.  They  would  be  better  organized  and  could  accomplish  more  If  they  had 
a  Brotherhood." 

Lin  Fincannon  says,  "I  stand  ready  to  help  you  in  each  church.  .  .  .  Pray  for  me  and  our  Baptist  men 
during  the  coming  year." 

The  boys  who  depend  on  the  leadership  of  the  Brotherhood  for  spiritual  instruction  are  the  forgers  of 
the  second  century  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association. 
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Church  Training 

Baptist  Young  People's  Union  -  Baptist  Training  Union 


The  first  phase  of  the  Church  Training  Program  was  known  as  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  and  was 
mentioned  in  Associational  Financial  Tables  as  early  as  1926  in  combination  with  the  Sunday  School  report, 
but  there  were  no  written  reports  in  Minutes. 

Elkin  Valley  Church  reports  a  graded  BYPU  in  1935  with  a  total  enrollment  of  87.  No  mention  is  made 
of  leaders  or  key  persons  responsible  for  promoting  BYPU  work.  In  the  years  between  1935  and  1939,  the 
name  was  changed  to  Baptist  Training  Union  and  two  more  churches  -  East  Elkin  and  Macedonia  -  reported 
having  Training  Unions.  Mount  Pleasant  reported  a  Union  in  1941,  and  Elkin  First  Baptist  in  1943.  However, 
Shoaly  Branch  reported  one  Union  in  1929  and  Cool  Springs  reported  four  Unions  in  1931 

In  1942.  Ray  H.  Johnson,  Elkin  was  named  as  Associational  Director  of  Training.  Reports  were  sparse 
until  1947,  at  which  time  the  following  table  reveals  the  status  of  the  Training  Union: 
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Rev.  Howard  J.  Ford,  pastor  of  Elkin  First  Baptist,  was  elected  as  Training  Union  representative  in 
1949.  The  report  was  given  at  the  1950  session  by  Denver  Holcomb,  summarizing  the  growth  and  training 
needs  of  this  organization: 

"Most  of  the  churches  in  our  association  have  an  active  Training  Union  Program.  The 
churches  are  beginning  to  realize  that  one  of  the  strongest  pillars  in  their  organization  is  the 
Training  Union  Department.  In  Proverbs  22,  we  are  told  to  train  up  the  children  in  the  way 
they  should  go,  and  surely  the  Training  Union  Department  has  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
train,  not  only  the  children  but  the  adults  as  well.  From  our  observation  of  the  work  which  is 
being  carried  on  in  this  field  it  is  the  adult's  part  which  is  lagging.  We  often  hear  the 
expression,  The  younger  generation  is  going  to  the  dogs',  but  I'm  persuaded  to  believe  they 
will  go  where  the  older  generation  leads  them.  Our  future  depends  on  the  way  in  which  we 
lead  our  young  people  because  the  young  people  of  today  are  our  citizens  of  tomorrow. 
"The  public  schools  in  our  association  are  to  be  commended  for  the  worthy  part  they 
are  contributing  toward  the  spiritual  development  of  the  students.  A  group  of  churches  in 
our  association  have  sponsored  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  in  some  of  our  public  schools  to 
the  extent  that  a  Bible  teacher's  salary  was  financed  by  them. 

"It  is  through  trained  spiritual  leadership  that  our  churches  will  make  progress.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  church  as  a  whole  rally  behind  the  efforts  of  the  Training 
Union  Department  and  the  leaders  and  that  the  association  make  plans  to  organize  a 
Training  Union  in  every  church  in  this  association  which  does  not  have  one." 

Respectfully  submitted, 
DENVER  HOLCOMB 
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Rev    J    D    Wyatt,  representative  m  1951,  reported  progress  in  the  year  just  closed  as  follows: 
1   mass  meeting  held  in  December  1950  at  Elkin  Valley  -  250  present 
Associational  Training  Union  Study  Course  held  in  July  '51  -  8  churches  represented 

-  average  attendance  401  -  272  eligible  for  awards. 
Little  Elkin  Church  has  organized  Union. 

Eleven  churches  reported  an  enrollment  of  874  in  1952. 

4  mass  meetings  held  -  average  attendance  of  227. 

Enlargement   Campaign  held  in  July  -  ten  churches  participating  -  611   enrolled 

8  new  unions  organized  -  318  awards  earned 

10  churches  without  unions  -  only  19%  of  church  membership  enrolled. 
The  first  full  slate  of  officers  appeared  in  the  1953  Minutes  and  will  be  used  to  depict  the  organiza- 
tional growth  of  the  Training  Union: 

J.  D.  Wyatt,  Director    State  Road 

Mason  Burcham,  Associate  Director    Elkin 

Mrs.  Montie  Potter,  Sec.-Treas Elkin 

Miss  Mildred  Freeman,  Chorister    Elkin 

Mrs.  Phillip  Ray,  Pianist    Elkin 

Ralph  Cockerham,  Adult  Leader   Elkin 

Denver  Holcomb,  Young  Peoples  Leader    Elkin 

Mrs.  James  Miller,  Intermediate  Leader    Elkin 

Mrs.  James  Irvin,  Junior  Leader    Elkin 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Frye,  Nursery,  Beginner,  Primary    Elkin 

Comments  by  Director  Wyatt:  "Training  Union  undergirds  and  strengthens  every  other  organization 
and  activity  in  the  church." 

Activities  include  4  mass  meetings  held  -  average  attendance  185 
12  churches  have  Training  Unions  -  a  gain  of  one  -  809  enrolled 
9  churches  without  unions 
Rev.  Wyatt  moved  away  and  the  1954  report  was  given  by  Mason  Burcham. 
4  mass  meetings  held  -  average  attendance  145 
Annual  Enlargement  Campaign  handicapped  due  to  no  state  workers 

1  new  union  organized  -  1   lost 

3  churches  requested  83  study  course  awards 
In  1955,  Director  W.  R.  Kimberlin  reported  great  growth. 

15  churches  have  unions  -  enrollment  1,084  -  53  departments 

2  churches  working  toward  Standard 

4  mass  meetings  -  average  attendance  122 

4  executive  meetings  -  average  attendance  5 

4  officers  and  leaders  council  meetings  -  average  attendance  27 

301   Traming  Awards  from  7  churches 
Comment:  "The  work  of  the  Training  Union  plays  a  vital  part  in  the  growth  of  any  church". 

1956  -  15  churches  have  an  enrollment  of  1,217 

Pleasant  Hill  -  Standard  of  Excellence  -  three-quarters  of  year 

4  mass  meetings  -  average  attendance  216 

4  executive  meetings  -  average  attendance  6 

4  officers  and  leadership  meetings  -  average  attendance  136 

198  awards  -  7  churches 
T.  C.  Darnell,  Director,  reported  in  1957: 

White  Plains  Church  organized  ^ 

16  churches  -  enrollment  1,274 

Pleasant  Hill  -  2  Junior  and  1   Adult  Union  -  Standard  of  Excellence 
Mass  meetings,  executive  meetmgs,  officers  and  leaders  council  meetings  became  annual  activities  of 
the  Training  Union  and  will  not  be  mentioned  again  unless  necessary  to  depict  growth. 
1   Youth  Night  (mentioned  for  first  time)  -  attendance  64 
385  awards  given  during  year 
12  study  courses  taught  in  eight  churches 


148 


Rev.  Tommy  Johnson,  Director  1958-1961 

17  churches  represented  at  "M"  night  -  "the  greatest  ever"  -  423 

5  state  winners  in  Junior  Memory  Work 

1   Regional  Winner  in  Adult  Bible  Reading 

Youth  Night  -  attendance  83 

Training  awards  302  in  9  churches 

"It  has  been  a  great  year  through  training  and  fellowship." 
Continued  growth  and  development  was  reflected  in  the  1959  report. 

Bessie's  Chapel  organized  -  only  4  churches  without  unions 

Total  associational  enrollment  1,324 

19  winners   in  Junior  Memory  Work  from  3  churches  -  Mount  Pleasant, 

Pleasant  Hill  and  Shoaly  Branch 
Highlights  of  1960  were: 

Oak  Grove  organized 

"M"  Night  and  Youth  Night  successful 

Regional  Tournament  at  Fruitland  -  7  winners 

1961  -  22  churches  -  17  Training  Unions  -  many  new  depa''*ments  and  units 

added 
Association  represented  in  all  tournaments  at  Regional  Training  Union  Con- 
vention in  Boone  as  follows: 

Adult  Bible  Reader  -    Dale  Baldwin,  West  Elkin 
Y.P.  Better  Speaker  -  Miss  Pat  Lyons,  Pleasant  Hill 
Int.  Sword  Drill  -  Miss  Judy  Couch,  Pleasant  Hill 

Junior  Memory  Work  Mike  Johnson,  West  Elkin 

Cressie  Johnson,  West  Elkin 
Linda  Hall,  West  Elkin 
Ann  Hall,  West  Elkin 
Tommie  Ann  Woodruff,  Pleasant  Hill 
Janice  Pendergrass,  Pleasant  Hill 
Gail  Mayes,  Pleasant  Hill 
All  participants  were  eligible  to  enter  the  State  Tournament  and  winners  in  this  category  were: 
Junior  Memory  Work:  Cressie  Johnson 
Linda  Hall 
Ann  Hall 

Tommie  Ann  Woodruff 
Janice  Pendergrass 
Also  in  1961,  34  persons  from  3  churches  represented  the  Association  at  Training  Union  Summer 
Assemblies  at  Ridgecrest,  Caswell  and  Fruitland. 

In  1962,  the  number  of  churches  in  the  association  had  reached  its  highest  peak  since  1897  -  a  total  of 
23  churches.  "Our  main  emphasis  for  the  year',  says  Dare  Teague,  Director,  "is  to  improve  existing 
organizations  and  to  train  the  leadership.' 

Associational  Leadership  Clinic  held 

17  churches  represented  at  "M"  Night  -  attendance  410 

Youth  Night  -  104  attending 

3  churches  observed  Youth  Week 

Youth  Conference  at  Graham  attended  by  36  persons  from  4  churches 
40  persons  from  4  churches  attended  assemblies  at  Ridgecrest  and  Fruitland 
Participated    in   all   tournaments   of   Regional   Training   Union   Convention 
1963  was  a  continuation  of  the  same  programs  listed  above  under  Miss  Teague's  leadership. 
"M"  Night  attendance  climbed  to  468 

4  churches  observed  Youth  Week 

Ann  Hayes  of  Elkin  Valley  reached  State  Finals  in  "Better  Speakers"  cate- 
gory. Linda  Faye  Mathis,  Sally  Mathis  and  Cheryl  Fuller  of  Elkin  First 
Baptist  were  winners  in  Junior  Memory  work 

Central  Training  School  held  at  Pleasant  Hill 

20  persons  from  association  attended  State  Youth  Convention   in  Boone 

In  1964,  Russel  Brewer,  Director,  entered  a  discouraging  note  in  his  report.  "The  work  has  lagged  due 
to  absence  of  Training  Union  Director".  (Miss  Teague  resigned  during  the  year  to  take  a  position  else- 
where). 
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"A  new  look  in  Training  Union  work  ,  .  .  principles  have  not  changed  but  new  methods  to  achieve 
deserved  goals  are  being  considered".  Churches  not  having  unions  were  urged  to  organize. 

In  compliance  with  new  methods  introduced  in  1964,  Mrs.  George  (Juanita)  Willey,  Director  in  1965, 
reported: 

Training  Union  Clinic  in  September  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  -  led  by  State  Train- 
ing Union  Department 
Pastor-led  Enlargement  Campaign  in  November 

Mineral  Springs  Training  Union  revised  in  1966 

Juniors  from  Elkin,  Pleasant  Hill,  won  in  Regional  and  State  Memory  Work 
Tournament 
In  1967,  Novella  McLendon,  Maureen  Cochrane  and  Margaret  Turner  were  recognized  for  partici- 
pating in  the  "Better  Speakers"  Tournament.  Novella  -  a  winner;  Topic:  "What  Is  Success?"  Mrs.  Joe  Coc- 
kerham  was  recognized  as  an  Adult  Bible  Reading  winner. 

By  1968,  definite  changes  were  taking  place  In  the  Church  Training  Program.  Bency  Smith,  Director, 
noted  that  "Baptist  Training  Union"  had  been  changed  to  "Church  Training  Department"  -  more  flexible  to 
meeting  times  and  needs  of  individual  churches. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Hollingsworth  brought  the  message  at  the  annual  Mass  Meeting  held  at  Pleasant  Hill  Activity 
Center. 

11   churches  represented  -  9  ministers 
Pantomime,  "Who  Cares  Anyway?" 

Juniors  and  Young  People  represented  in  Tournaments 
Union  Hill  Church  organized 
Bency  Smith  continued  to  emphasize  "a  year  of  change  In  the  Area  of  Church  Training"  in  1969.  It  was 
noted  that  attendance  was  down  in  the  average  church,  but  that  much  time  had  been  spent  on  research  and 
development. 

Association  represented  at  three  Church  Training  Weeks  at  Caswell 
Youth  Week  had  over  1,000  attending 

Three  main  objectives  of  Church  Training  Department  outlines: 
CHURCH  MEMBER  TRAINING 
CHURCH  LEADER  TRAINING 
NEW  CHURCH  MEMBER  TRAINING 
The  70's  decade  continued  to  usher  in  changes.  The  structure  of  the  Assoclatlonal  Organization  was 
changed  in  the  Constitution.  A  Steering  Committee  was  made  up  from  directors  of  the  various  organiza- 
tions.  Bency  Smith  was  listed  as  "Church  Training  Director".  His  report  indicates  the  scope  of  these 
changes: 

Change  has  been  the  word  in  the  Church  Training  Department  this  year.  Methods  are 
changing,  attitudes  are  changing  and  probably  the  biggest  change  has  been  In  literature. 
Exciting  literature  is  now  available.  Is  your  church  training  the  members  to  be  better  servants 
of  God?  If  the  answer  is  NO,  take  time  to  read,  "WHAT  IS  THE  DIFFERENCE":  Training  Is 
more  than  something  you  do  -  IT'S  A  WAY  OF  LIFE.  Training  is  more  than  a  Sunday  night 
meeting  -  IT'S  A  DAILY  ADVENTURE.  Training  is  more  than  a  quarterly  -  IT'S  A  SEARCH 
FOR  A  CHRISTIAN  ATTITUDE.  Trainmg  is  more  than  a  group  meeting  -  IT'S  KOINONIA  -  A 
CARING  FOR  EACH  MEMBER.  Training  Is  more  than  an  optional  experience  -  ITS  A 
DIRECTIVE  STRAIGHT  FROM  THE  BIBLE.  Training  is  more  than  a  meeting  place-  IT'S  THE 
DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  MEDIOCRITY  AND  MASTERY.  Training  is  more  than  an 
organization  -  ITS  THE  CONCERN  A  CHURCH  FEELS  FOR  ITS  MEMBERS.  Training  Is 
more  than  an  endless  process  -  IT'S  THE  DOOR  TO  DEVELOPED  TALENTS.  Training  is 
more  than  loyalty  -  ITS  THE  DRIVING  FORCE  TO  PERFECTION.  Training  is  more  than  a 
study  of  the  church  covenant  -  ITS  THE  NEW  MEMBER'S  GATEWAY  TO  INVOLVEMENT. 
Training  is  more  than  a  lament  for  leaders  -  IT'S  THE  BACKDROP  TO  EFFECTIVENESS. 

THIS  IS  CHURCH  TRAINING  IN  THE  70s. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Bency  Smith 
By  1972,  Elkin  First  and  Mount  Pleasant  were  participating  in  the  new  training  concept.  Five  churches 
still  had  regular  Training  Unions. 

In  1973,  the  director  noted  a  "lack  of  interest  in  some  churches  in  Church  Training,  while  other 
churches  were  doing  excellent  work  in  specialized  training. 
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In  1974,  it  was  noted  that  "Training  needs  of  individual  church  members  were  being  met  in  many 
churches.  Three  churches  reported  special  training  classes.  Pleasant  Grove  had  both  old  organizations  and 
the  new  concept. 

Rev.  Phil  Swanson  was  elected  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Bency  Smith,  who  left  to  take  a 
pastorate  elsewhere.  In  1975,  he  noted  an  increase  in  budgeting  for  Church  Training  plans  that  included: 
Administrative  Clinic  for  Pastors 
Association-wide  Christian  Family  Week 
Series  of  Committee  Member  Training  Clinics 
Regular  activities  of  Church  Training  Department 
Pastors  were  urged  to  help  elect  Church  Training  Director  in  individual  churches. 
Vance  Edwards  was  elected  as  Director  following  Phil  Swanson's  resignation  in  1976. 
Mineral  Springs  reported  the  most  activity  -  leadership  carried  to  Camp 

Caraway  for  a  weekend  of  Training  and  Sunday  School  work. 
"M"  Night  also  held  at  Mineral  Springs 
Rev.  Ed  Richardson  was  elected  Director  of  Training  following  Phil  Swanson.  There  were  no  written 
reports  for  1977  and  1978.  Statistical  tables  revealed  only  six  churches  reporting  regularly  structured 
Training  Unions  in  1978  -  the  100th  year  of  Elkin  Associational  History. 

Although  regularly  structured  Training  Unions  have  decreased  and  there  is  a  decline  in  enrollment, 
Church  Training  is  still  very  much  alive  in  most  of  the  churches  throughout  the  association.  The  new 
concept  of  training  indicates  that  Baptists  are  flexible  and  can  adapt  to  changes  when  necessary  to  meet  the 
needs  of  individual  churches. 

The  Elkin  Baptist  Association  is  on  the  threshhold  of  a  second  century  of  progress  with  the  Church 
Training  Department  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  David  Turner,  Director  of  Church  Training  for  1979. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  14  directors  during  the  more  than  25  years  of  organized  Church 
Training,  nine  were  pastors,  indicating  the  importance  placed  on  this  phase  of  work.  They  brought  the  most 
enlightened  leadership  during  those  years  when  the  churches  were  emerging  from  provinicalism  to  a 
greater  awareness  of  world  needs  and  greater  avenues  of  service. 

DIRECTORS  OF  TRAINING  -  IN  ORDER  OF  SERVICE 

Ray  H.  Johnson  Russel  Brewer 

Rev.  Howard  J.  Ford  Juanita  (Mrs.  George)  Willey 

Rev.  J.  D.  Wyatt  Rev.  Bency  Smith 

Rev.  W.  R.  Kimberlin  Rev.  Phil  Swanson 

T.  C.  Darnell  Rev.  Vance  Edwards 

Rev.  Tommy  Johnson  Rev.  Ed  Richardson 

Dare  Teague  Rev.  David  Turner 
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Sunday  School  Convention 


Few  people  are  aware  that  during  the  early  years  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association,  a  separate  Sunday 
School  Convention  was  held  each  year. 

There  are  no  Convention  Minutes  available  for  the  first  four  years,  but  the  1892  Associational  Minutes 
give  this  report: 

"The  Sabbath  Schools  of  this  Association  convened  in  June  and  organized  a  Sabbath 
School  Convention  known  as  the  Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Elkin  Association. 

"This  convention  has  for  Its  purpose  the  general  Sunday  School  work.  Bro.  E.  N.  Gwyn  was 
appointed  Sunday  School  evangelist.  We  would  ask  this  Association  to  co-operate  with  that 
convention. 

"The  next  convention  will  convene  with  the  church  at  Cool  Springs  on  Saturday  before  the 
2nd  Sunday  in  August  1893." 

J.  W.  Hix,)     ^ 
,    _    ,   ,  :     Committee 

J.  E.  Johnson,) 

The  Elkin  Associational  Minutes  of  1893  heartily  endorse  the  Sunday  School  Convention  "with  officers 
E.  N.  Gwyn,  president;  J,  S.  Kilby,  vice-president;  and  J.  M.  Henderson,  secretary".  The  Minutes  also  stated 
that  the  last  Convention  was  held  at  Cool  Springs  in  August  1893,  "and  much  interest  and  harmony  in  the 
entire  work  was  manifested".  The  next  session  was  to  be  held  at  Trap  Hill,  on  Friday  BEFORE  THE  THIRD 
Sabbath  in  August  1894.  A  motion  was  made  that  the  general  Sunday  School  work  of  the  Association  be 
turned  over  to  the  Sunday  School  Convention.  All  churches  were  urged  to  send  delegates  and  to  support 
the  Convention. 

The  Sunday  School  Literature  published  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  the  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  was  commended  and  recommended  to  the  schools. 
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The  fifth  annual  session  met  at  Pleasant  Home  Baptist  Church  at  Lomax,  N.C.,  on  August  28,  29,  and 
1896.  Introductory  sermon  was  by  Rev.  Grant  Cothren.  Convention  officers  were: 
C.  F.  Fields,  president  Elkin,  N.C. 

J.  I.  Dimmette,  vice-president  Dimmette,  N.C. 

J.  A.  McCann,  secretary  Roaring  Gap,  N.C. 

The  executive  committee  consisted  of: 

J.  S.  Kilby  Traphill,  N.C. 

J.  W.  Dimmette  Dimmette,  N.C. 

J.  P.  Elledge  Wiles,  N.C. 

G.  G.  Tucker  Venable,  N.C. 

The  Minutes  state  that  the  Constitution  was  read,  but  it  was  not  printed  in  the  Minutes  and  no  copy  is 
available. 

Sessions  were  devoted  primarily  to  topics  for  discussion  such  as  "The  Bible  and  Literature  in  the 
Sunday  School",  "The  Qualifications  of  a  Sunday  School  Superintendent",  "The  Sunday  School  Work  in 
North  Carolina",  and  "Why  Should  I  Go  to  Sunday  School?"  Music  played  a  vital  role  in  these  conventions 
as  a  song  was  sung  between  each  topic  of  discussion. 

In  order  to  encourage  Sunday  School  attendance,  the  executive  committee  voted  to  offer  a  banner  to 
the  Sunday  School  enrolling  the  most  students  and  best  average  attendance  -  mission  schools  included. 
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The  Executive  Committee  offer 
a  Sunday  School  Banner  to  the 
Sunday  School  that  enrolls  the 
largest  number  of  students  and 
shows  the  best  average  attend- 
ance compared  with  memership. 
Mission  Sunday  Schools  not  ex- 
cluded. Banner  to  be  delivered 
at  the  next  Convention. 
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From  1896  Sunday  School  Convention  Minutes 

The  statistical  table  from  1896  shows  that  22  churches  have  Sunday  Schools  with  a  total  enrollment  of 
1,680^ 

A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  Sunday  School  Resolutions  as  follows: 
"WHEREAS,  we,  the  Sunday  Schools  composing  the  Elkin  Sunday  School  Convention; 
believing  that  the  Sunday  School  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agencies  in  the  dissemination 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  that  thetruths  contained  in  the  Bibleshould  be  taught  in  the 
Sunday  School,  and  that  we  cannot  be  too  careful  in  guarding  the  minds  of  the  young 
against  false  doctrmes,  and  believing  that  the  Baptist  Sunday  Schools  should  use  Baptist 
Literature,  because  we  believe  that  there  are  no  safer  guides  in  studying  the  Bible,  therefore, 
be  it  Resolved.  That  this  Convention  does  recommend  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  Schools  that 
they  use  periodicals  published  by  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society  and  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  these  alone,  be  it.  Resolved.  Further,  that  we;  believing  that  home 
industries  should  be  fostered,  and  especially  that  the  Baptist  of  North  Carolina  should 
patronize  our  N.C.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Supply  Store,  do  recommend  that  the  Sunday 
Schools  comprising  this  Convention,  purchase  all  their  Sunday  School  supplies  from 
the  N.C.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Supply  Store,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Convention  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  Sunday  School 
Secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention." 

J.  I.  Dimmette,) 
J.  W.  Burchett,)     Committee 
J.  E.  Debnam) 
The  1897  Sunday  School  Convention  was  held  at  Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Dimmette,  N.C,  on 
August  27,  28  and  29.  Officers  were: 


Elkin,  N.C. 
Dimmette,  N.C. 
Traphill,  N.C. 


C.  F.  Fields,  president 

J.  I.  Dimmette,  vice-president 

John  A,  Holbrook,  secretary 
The  executive  committee  was  composed  of: 

J.  S    Kilby  Traphill,  N.C. 

G.  G.  Tucker  Venable,  N.C. 

C.  P    Burchett  Ronda,  N.C. 

U.  S.  Myers  DeHart,  N.C. 

Introductory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Burcham. 

Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Sunday  School  presented  a  letter  and  was  received  into  the  Convention.  One 
topic  of  discussion  at  this  session  stands  out  as  different  from  the  usual  subject  matter:  "Should  We  Use  the 
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Spelling  Book  and  Reader  in  the  Sunday  School?"  Elkin  Sunday  School  received  the  banner  for  most 
enrollment  and  best  average  attendance. 

The  seventh  annual  session  was  held  at  Gum  Orchard  Church  near  Venable,  N.C.,  beginning  on  Friday 
before  the  fifth  Sunday  in  July  1898.  No  records  of  this  session  are  available. 

The  eighth  session  was  held  at  Liberty  Grove  Church,  Knotsville,  N.C.,  on  July  28,  29  and  30,  1899. 
Rev.  W.  R.  Bradshaw  preached  the  Introductory  Sermon.  Due  to  bad  weather  a  small  crowd  was  reported  on 
the  first  day.  Jonesville  Baptist  Sunday  School  Branch  of  Elkin  presented  a  letter  and  was  accepted.  Only  12 
churches  reported  a  total  enrollment  of  890. 
Officers  were: 

C.  F.  Fields,  president  Elkin,  N.C. 

G.  G.  Tucker,  vice-president  Rusk,  N.C. 

C.  P.  Burchette,  secretary  Dimmette,  N.C. 

Executive  committee  was  composed  of: 

J.  I.  Dimmette  Dimmette,  N.C. 

E.  W.  Settle  Benham,  N.C. 

J.  W.  Bowles  Elkin,  N.C. 

M.  Q.  Snow  Venable,  N.C. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  these  Minutes  were  printed  by  the  Curfew  Job  Office,  Abshers,  N.C. 
Two  topics  of  special  interest  indicating  the  trend  of  the  times  were  "Should  Old  People  Attend  Sunday 
School  and  Why?"  and  "Result  of  Suspending  Sunday  School  During  Winter  Months." 
Macedonia  Church  was  awarded  the  Sunday  School  Banner. 
The  ninth  annual  session  was  held  at  White  Plains  Church,  Roaring  River,  N.C,  on  July  27,  28  and  29, 

1900.  G.  M.  Burcham  of  Elkin  replaced  G.  G.  Tucker  as  vice-president.  N.  W.  Melton  of  Zephyr  replaced  E. 
W.  Settle  of  Benham,  as  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  from  the  previous  year. 

The  statistical  table  reflects  a  declining  interest  in  the  Sunday  School  Convention  as  fewer  churches 
seemed  to  be  taking  part. 

The  value  of  music  is  recognized  as  one  topic  of  discussion:  "Necessity  of  Music  in  the  Sunday 
School."  Other  topics  of  discussion  were:  "How  Can  We  Get  Our  Preachers  to  Attend  the  Conventions?", 
"The  Differences  of  Opinions  in  the  Manner  of  Giving",  and  "Shall  Our  Sunday  School  Have  Picnics  and 
Treats  for  the  Children?" 

Oak  Grove  Church  of  Roaring  River  gave  a  favorable  Sunday  School  report  and  was  accepted. 
Enrollment  was  75,  average  attendance  43.  R.  W.  Sloop  was  superintendent:  H.  F.  Johnson,  secretary; 
delegates  were  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  F.  Johnson  and  Miss  D.  Myers.  This  was  not  the  Oak  Grove  Church  that  is 
now  a  member  of  the  association,  unless  it  ceased  to  function  as  a  church  and  was  later  organized.  The 
current  Oak  Grove  Church  was  organized  in  1944,  according  to  che  church  history.  Twelve  churches 
reported  a  total  enrollment  of  755. 

Macedonia  Church  was  again  awarded  the  Sunday  School  Banner.  The  Convention  tendered  thanks 
to  Miss  Bland  of  Rockford  for  conducting  singing  during  the  Convention.  Professor  Johnson  of  Blue  Ridge 
Institute,  probably  a  Baptist,  supported  prep  school  in  North  Wilkesboro  (see  pages  31-33  in  "Lest  We 
Forget",  Gregory  &  Others),  was  recognzied  and  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Convention.  He  spoke  to  the 
Convention  about  the  Institute.  Rev.  C.  H.  Utiey  preached  on  Sunday  at  the  last  session  and  also  helped  with 
the  discussions  on  Saturday. 

The  tenth  session  was  held  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July 

1901.  No  Minutes  available. 

The  eleventh  session  was  held  at  Cool  Springs  Church  on  April  12  and  13,  1902.  For  some  reason  the 
session  was  shortened  to  two  days  and  seems  to  have  been  the  first  session  to  be  held  in  early  spring. 
Letters  from,  nine  schools  were  presented.  Main  Ouery:  "The  Demands  of  the  New  Century  Upon  the 
Sunday  School",  was  discussed  by  E.  R.  Settle  and  C.  F.  Fields.  Elkin  Sunday  School  was  awarded  the 
banner  for  the  second  time.  An  interest  in  the  Baptist  Orphanage  was  manifested  for  the  first  time  as 
suggested  by  the  following  topic  for  discussion:  "  The  Relationship  of  the  Sunday  School  to  the  Baptist 
Orphanage  at  Thomasville."  A  special  offering  was  taken  for  the  Orphanage  which  was  in  its  infancy. 

The  twelfth  session  was  held  at  Rock  Creek  Baptist  Church  near  Roaring  River,  beginning  on  Friday 
before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July  1903.  Sunday  Schools  were  listed  in  the  statistical  table  as  follows: 


Church 

En 

irollment 

A 

verage 

'  Attendance 

Macedonia 

54 

20 

Liberty  Grove 

43 

26 

Pleasant  Hill 

60 

45 

Pleasant  Home 

74 

55 

Whiteplain 

83 

50 

Rock  Creek 

73 

30 
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It  was  noted  that  the  president  and  secretary  were  not  present,  so  new  officers  were  elected  for  the 
Convention: 

G.  M.  Burcham,  president 
W.  N.  Alexander,  secretary  and  treasurer 
The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

J.  A.  Brewer,  J.  C.  Henderson  and  L.  D.  Campbell  on  Queries 
I.  N.  Bauguss  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  Alexander  on  Finance 
T.  M.  Edwards  and  Miss  Bertha  Tharp  on  Time  and  Place 
G.  M.  Woodruff  together  with  the  delegates  of  Rock  Creek 
Church  on  Religious  Exercises 
After  much  deliberation,  Pleasant  Hill  Church  was  awarded  the  Banner  for  the  second  time. 
The  thirteenth  session  was  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Liberty  Grove  Church,  five  miles  northwest  of  North 
Wilkesboro,  Friday,  Saturday  and  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August  1904.  Queries  for  the  next  session  were 
outlined  as  follows:  "What  Effect  Does  Good  Vocal  Music  Have  Over  A  Community?"  "Is  the  Sunday  School 
a  Church  Work?" 

No  Minutes  from  this  session  or  any  other  session  after  this  could  be  found.  Apparently  the  Sunday 
School  Convention  did  function  several  more  years  as  the  1912  Elkin  Associational  Minutes  mentioned  that 
the  Sunday  School  Convention  would  be  held  at  Liberty  Grove  Church  in  July  1913. 

Judging  from  these  dates,  the  Convention  must  have  existed  between  20  and  25  years  as  a  separate 
unit  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  -  from  1892-1913  or  longer. 
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The  Sunday  School 


In  the  very  first  meeting  at  Cool  Springs,  the  emphasis  on  Sabbath  Schools  was  the  focal  point  of  the 
association  aside  from  formulating  a  Constitution  and  other  organizational  aspects.  A  recommendation  was 
made  that  a  committee  (one  person  from  each  church)  be  appointed  to  "render  the  Sunday  School  work 
more  efficient."  The  Sunday  School  was  the  only  organization  of  the  church  at  that  time  and  the  lengthy 
report  in  the  Minutes  denotes  its  importance.  See  page  2  for  this  report. 

The  1880  Associational  Minutes  listed  a  report  from  the  Sunday  School  Board  as  follows: 
"We  organized  by  choosing  T.  Byrd,  Chairman,  and  C.  F.  Fields,  Secretary.  Conventions 
were  held  by  the  Board,  and  were  addressed  by  Gwyn,  Foote,  Johnson  and  others,  and  much 
interest  was  manifested  in  the  Sunday  School  work.  We  had  several  schools  in  the 
association,  largely  attended  by  old  and  young.  We  recommend  the  appointment  of  three 
brethren  as  a  committee  to  supervise  the  Sunday  School  work  in  this  association." 

C.  F.  Fields,  Secretary 
Rev.  E.  N.  Gwyn,  who  had  been  appointed  at  the  Cool  Springs  session  to  show  the  relation  the  Sabbath 
School  sustains  to  the  church,  gave  a  lengthy  report  on  the  importance  of  the  Sunday  School.  Excerpts  from 
this  report  are  as  follows: 

"The  Sunday  School  may  be  considered  the  church  at  work. 

"Sabbath  Schools  are  the  auxiliaries  or  efficient  helps  to  the  churches  in  the  studying  of  the 
Scriptures,  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  in  the  building  up  of  churches,  and  the  advancement 
of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  the  world." 
Sabbath  School  Committee  Members  were  listed  as  E.  N.  Gwyn  and  J.  N.  Brooks  in  1881.  Brother  C.  F. 
Field  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  Sunday  School  work  of  the  association.  It  was  noted  in  the  report  that 
"Wherever  the  Sabbath  School  exists  and  is  nourished,  the  children  are  happy  and  that  community 
prosperous." 

A  discouraging  note  crept  into  the  report  in  1882,  given  by  S.  P.  Smith  and  William  Harris.  "Alas  it  is  too 
true  that  the  largest  portion  of  our  church  members  are  taking  no  part  in  this  work."  It  is  further  noted  that 
"We  recommend  that  an  evangelist  be  appointed  to  supervise  the  work  of  the  association  .  .  .  and  report  to 
next  session".  Rev.  William  Harris  was  appointed  as  the  evangelist,  but  no  mention  is  made  as  to  how  this 
work  was  carried  out. 

Sunday  School  attendance  statistics  were  included  for  the  first  time  in  the  1883  Minutes.  Six  churches 
out  of  13  in  the  association  reported  having  Sunday  Schools  with  28  teachers  and  a  total  enrollment  of  282. 
"We  regard  the  Sabbath  School  as  the  plant-bed  of  the  church",  reported  G.  M.  Burcham  and  W.  H.  Melton, 
committee  members. 

In  1884,  the  necessity  of  emphasizing  the  Sunday  School  work  is  noted  by  the  Sunday  session  being 
given  over  entirely  to  a  mass  meeting  on  behalf  of  the  Sunday  School  work.  Rev.  J.  W.  Combs,  W.  M.  Hall, 
A.  T.  Pardew,  W.  Harris  and  D.  J.  Roberts  were  appointed  to  make  speeches.  C.  P.  McCann  and  E.  A.  Soots 
were  appointed  to  Sabbath  School  committee.  They  recommended  in  their  report  "that  all  churches  have 
evergreen  Sunday  Schools". 

Here  it  must  be  noted  that  much  of  the  area  served  by  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  100  years  ago,  was 
virtually  wilderness  territory.  Roads  were  practically  impassable  during  the  winter  months  in  many  places. 
Some  few  people  had  horses,  wagons,  buggies  and  surreys,  but  for  the  majority  of  people,  travel  was  by 
foot.  Most  of  the  churches  were  small  -  many  of  them  log  cabins  with  no  facilities  for  heating  -  some  few  had 
fireplaces  or  makeshift  stoves,  so  an  "evergreen  Sunday  School"  was  a  great  undertaking. 

The  hoped  for  "evergreen  Sunday  Schools"  did  not  materialize  in  1885,  as  only  four  of  16  churches 
reported  Sunday  School  attendance  of  222.  A.  E.  Myers  and  G.  W.  Jordan,  Sr.,  committee  members,  urged 
churches  to  be  more  diligent. 

In  1886,  R.  C.  Billings  and  A.  J.  Williams,  committee  members,  reported  as  follows: 

1.  We  believe  that  the  Sunday  School  work  is  a  part  of  church  work. 

2.  That  the  Sunday  School  is  the  nursery  of  the  church  in  this  sense;  that  every  church 
produces  more  and  better  with  a  Sunday  School  than  without  it. 

3.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  member  to  be  identified  and  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Sunday 
School  work. 

4.  And  as  there  are  many  destitute  places  in  our  bounds  without  schools,  and  also  in  some 
of  our  churches,  and  many  children  are  out  of  school  that  are  within  their  reach,  therefore, 
we  are  resolved,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  use  our  best  efforts  individually,  and  through  our 
Executive  Board  and  Sunday  School  committee,  to  organize  schools  in  these  destitute 
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places  and  in  each  church  that  has  no  school,  and  to  bring  the  children  who  are  not 
attending  school  into  schools  within  their  reach. 

The  statistical  table  reveals  that  churches  were  not  turning  in  Sunday  School  reports  as  only  three 
churches  reported  out  of  a  total  of  16.  They  were  Shoaly  Branch,  Ozark,  N.C.,  50;  Shady  Grove,  Wilkesboro, 
38;  and  Center,  Parks,  N.C.,  35. 

By  1889,  the  association  had  grown  to  19  churches.  Unfortunately  little  growth  was  noted  in  the 
Sunday  School  in  the  first  decade.  Apparently  a  need  was  felt  for  stronger  support  as  the  committee 
members  D.  R.  Edwards  and  A.  E.  Myers,  recommended  "that  the  association  appoint  a  superintendent  in 
each  church  to  forward  on  the  Sunday  School  work." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  superintendents: 


Baptist  Home  - 
Center  -  David 
Cool  Springs  - 
Fishing  Creek  - 
Gum  Orchard  - 
Macedonia  -  J. 
Mt.  Carmel  -  W 
Mt.  Pisgah  -  F. 


Not  represented 
McCann 
Hiram  Settle 

J.  James 

W.  H.  Melton 
T.  Edwards 
.  B.  Kenedy 
Brewer 


Poplar  Springs  -  S.  E.  Gentry 
River  Side  -  J.  K.  Franklin 
Liberty  Grove  -  J.  C.  Henderson 
Rock  Creek  -  A.  Brewer 
Shady  Grove  -  R.  P.  Yates 
Shoaly  Branch  -  H.  F.  Carter 
Trap  Hill  -  J.  S.  Kilby 
Union  Hill  -  William  Harris 
White  Plains  -  Perry  Byrd 


Mt.  Pleasant  -  P.  H.  Cockerham 
Pleasant  Home  -  J.  R.  Jolly 
By  1893,  the  association  listed  21  churches.  A  Sabbath  School  Convention  was  recommended  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected: 

E.  N.  Gwyn,  president  J.  M.  Henderson,  secretary 

J.  S.  Kilby,  vice-president 
Remarks  were  made  by  J.  H.  Foot(e)  and  E.  N.  Gwyn.  The  association  voted  to  turn  the  work  of  the 
Sunday  School  over  to  the  Convention  and  a  recommendation  was  made  that  the  Sunday  School  Literature 
published  by  the  Board  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  be  used. 

For  several  years  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  was  reported  through  the  Sunday  School  Convention 
(see  preceding  report)  except  for  the  statistical  report  given  by  Convention  Secretary  John  A.  Holbrook 
in  1895: 

Sl'NDAY   SCHOUL    KkPOKT. 

i't;  ■  S.-crft;u-\-  of -he  Elkiii  iSuriday  Si-iiool  Convention  submits 
tlu'  fo;  i-iwiiiir  >ta;i>Mi;il  tab!u  as  a  fepoct  t'i'oin  the  Convention  ''o 
till.-  K'i.<;n  A.-sficiaUon . 

STATISTICAL  TAIiLi: 


s.  s. 


SUPEKl^TENDEXTS. 


p.  (J. 


l;    iliel. 

J.  N.  Brooks, 

Wiles, 

115 

»■  -Mci-. 

Wm.  McCann. 

Pai-ks, 

4U 

1  '.  Mil  S(iriiiir, 

.F.  R.  McCann, 

Elkin, 

123 

1  '■  1'.  I'll. ml . 

C.  W.  Cheek, 

Dockery, 

65 

'.-.  -^iii. 

I    L.  Shu'^-ai-t, 

Elkin, 

125 

1  .  ,(11   (Jrc-iiard. 

<;.  (i.  Tucker, 

Venaljle, 

«6 

1  ..bri'iy    ( ridVe 

J    C.  Hendorsun, 

KnotN'ille, 

104 

.\:  t.  ( '.Liiii.'l, 

D.  J.  Roberts, 

Cherry  Lane, 

70 

.Mr.  Pi.ir.ih. 

R.  E.  Caudill, 

Dockery, 

72 

.Mact.'tloiiia, 

J.  T.  Edwards, 

Ronda. 

41) 

Miloi'i-i'v. 

W.  F.   Myers, 

Mulberry, 

40 

«  lalv   Sjirini,', 

( lliram  Settli>, 

Byi'd, 

63 

Pleasant  Home 

T.  M.  Byrd, 

Loma.x, 

95 

Piiii-y  Clrove, 

J.  U.  Henderson, 

Absher, 

41) 

Hoariiiir  <.!ai), 

J.  F.  Gentry, 

Parks, 

67 

U'H-kCnM.k 

J.  \V.  Myers, 

Round   .Ml. 

7^i 

Slioaly  Hraneli 

(.'harlie  Soencer, 

Ozark, 

50 

T-a).hill, 

J.  S.  Kilby, 

Traphill, 

173 

'Xi.hi-  l"iari,> 

J.  A.  Poplin. 

Roaring  Rivei'. 

^5 

Total,      .  .  . 

154(1 

(PHOTO  COPY) 
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\V,'  ^,(_•(•  from  the  aljovo  Uiblo  tliat  tli<!  SuiKlay  School  -worlc  is 
frrowii'.LT.  ^V*-'  ^«'''  iri'^t  need  lor  more  energy  in  Iliis  work  and  ad- 
vi.'M' our  i>astors  aiul  oiif  old  ])eoi)le  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts 
and '■iK-oiiraLce  tlie  Sal)l)atli  schools  more  and  the  Lord  will  bless 
till'  uork  abundantly.  In  tlie  ri<r]itly  conducted  Sunday  School  the 
atli'udauts  not  only  receiver  mental  Ijut  spiritual  1rainin<,'.  The 
cliild's  heart  is  prepinid  loi-  lV;e  rrccplion  of  the  blessed  truths  of 
tlie  ^'o^l'i'l.      I'l  is  ail  iiiideiiiable  fact  that    ch.idr(n   brou.<^ht    up    in 

the  Sunday  School  not  only  make  reirnlar  attendants  at  church,  but 
make  the  most  faithful  church  workers.  Brethren,  it  is  imi>ortant 
that  we,  you  and  1.  lake  greater  interest  in  this  work.  I  would 
i-i?commend  forsjiecial  disc\ission,  Sunday,  '.t-.So  a.  m.  :  The  origin 
of  the  Sunday  schools.  The  inlluence  of  the  Sunday  School  on  the 
neighborhood.  JOHN  A.  HOLBROOK, 

Sec.  S.  S.  Convention. 

Discu.ssion  by  J.   A.  Holbrook  and  E.  N.  Gwyn. 

Report  adojitod. 

(PHOTO  COPY) 

Apparently  appointing  superintendents  in  the  churches  stimulated  Sunday  School  growth  in  the  early 
90's,  reaching  its  highest  peak  in  1897  when  27  churches  were  enrolled  in  the  association. 
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Q. 

> 

.o 

■D 
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■D 
O 

_i 
-p 

a 

QJ 

E 
Q) 

s 

re 

CD 

a 

lU 

Q 

o 
1- 

^ 

CHURCHES 

P.  O. 

PASTORS 

CLERKS 

DELEGATES 

20 

Baptist  Home. 

Fair  Plains, 

Grant  Colhren, 

W  B  Elledge, 

4 

Center, 

Parks, 

A.  J.  Williams, 

W   M,  McCann, 

E  Cockerham,  J,  F  Smith,  W  M  McCann 

3 

3 

1 

1 

26 

1 

Cool  Springs, 

Benham, 

C   F.  Fields, 

Hiram  Settle, 

J   M   Gambill,  E   H   Darnall.  A   C   Walls, 

9 

2 

22 

2 

4 

267 

2 

Dehart, 

Dehart, 

Grant  Cothren, 

L,  B   Myers, 

Z   S   Myers,  U.  S   Myers,  E   Handy 

14 

2 

3 

7 

1 

71 

2 

Elkin, 

Elkin, 

W  H.  Beamer. 

J   W   Bowles, 

Jas,  Madison,  C-  M   King,  J   W   Bowles 

13 

7 

1 

97 

4 

Fishing  Creek. 

Gum  Orchard, 

State  Road, 

C   F   Fields, 

J   V   Melton, 

F   S   Eldridge,  J   V,  Melton 

2 

81 

3 

Liberty  Grove, 

Knottville, 

J.  W   Burchett, 

W  N  Alexander, 

G   M   Woodrulf,  A   P   Hix,  John  Bowles 

6 

5 

63 

4 

Macedonia, 

Dimmette, 

J   W   Burchette, 

J   T   Edwards, 

J   S   Poplin.  J   T   Edwards,  S   M   Burchett 

6 

8 

2 

1 

1 

93 

3 

Mt  Carmel, 

Cherry  Lane, 

J   R.  Jolly. 

J   M   Jordan, 

G   M   Jordan 

2 

34 

1 

Ml   Pisgah, 

Dockery, 

J,  W   Brown. 

F   Brewer, 

J   D   Myers,  J   0.  Brewer. 

17 

6 

1 

1 

51 

1 

Mt   Pleasant, 

State  Road, 

W   J    Laffoon. 

T.  A   Chippman, 

T,  A,  Chippman 

4 

24 

4 

New  Light. 

Lomax. 

Grant  Cothren, 

Hiram  Privett, 

J.  T.  Byrd 

10 

2 

3 

2 

26 

3 

Poplar  Springs, 

Chatham, 

G.  M   Burcham, 

J    F    Burcham, 

J-  F   Burcham 

53 

2 

Pleasant  Hill. 

Elkin, 

T.  W   Paris. 

S   J.  Burcham, 

S  J   Burcham,  E,  P.  Walls,  J,  C,  Johnson 

1 

8 

19 

3 

Pleasant  Home, 

Lomax, 

J   F   Settle, 

J    N    Burchett, 

T   M    Byrd,  W   M    Jolly,  W   M    Gentry 

1 

3 

1 

64 

4 

Piney  Grove. 

Absher, 

C,  C    Blevins, 

R  J   Henderson, 

R,  J   Henderson,  J,  B   Henderson. 

1 

28 

4 

River  Side, 

Devotion. 

J   R   Jolly, 

P.  H   Caudill, 

J   B   Pardue. 

2 

23 

3 

Rock  Creek. 

Round  Mt.. 

W.  W   Myers, 

A   Brewer, 

1   N   Bauguess, 

Ronda. 

Ronda. 

J.  W  Burchett, 

E.  D    Byrd, 

J   M   Dobyns,  P   Shore,  T  C   Byrd 

2 

3 

1 

27 

2 

Roaring  Gap, 

Parks, 

G.  M   Burcham, 

C   C    Gentry. 

R    M,  Collins,  C,  C   Gentry,  A    C   Gentry 

5 

1 

28 

2 

Shoaly  Branch. 

Benham. 

S.  E,  Gentry, 

H,  F,  Carter, 

J   A.  Darnell,  G   W  Gilliam,  S   A.  Johnson 

17 

3 

1 

2 

73 

3 

South  Fork, 

Traphill, 

Traphill. 

J,  W   Burchett, 

T  C.  Deborde, 

T   C   DeBorde,  Thomas  Crabb 

10 

5 

1 

8 

1 

117 

1 

Union  Cross, 

Venable, 

W.  H   Melton, 

C  C,  Holyfield, 

C  C  Holyfield,  T  A.  Dobbins.  B  W  Snow 

11 

1 

6 

4 

55 

4 

Union  Hill, 

Kapp's  Mill. 

R   K   Johnson, 

F   E   Combs, 

Tyre  Cranford,  K,  H   Willmoth 

7 

15 

3 

White  Plains, 

Roaring  River 

G  M.  Burcham, 

S  J  Greenwood, 

E   H,  Parks.  Perry  Byrd 

9 

5 

1 

2 

1 

59 

1 

Total 

134 

61 

6 

73 

10 

14 

1413 

A  noted  drop  in  membership  came  about  with  the  organization  of  Stone  Mountain  Association  and 
several  churches  were  given  letters  of  dismissal  to  form  the  new  association.  Naturally  this  drop  was 
reflected  in  the  Sunday  School  enrollment.  However,  there  were  still  strong  and  dedicated  leaders  such  as  J. 
K.  Myers  and  G.  M.  Woodruff  who  reported  in  1910  that  the  Sunday  School  supplied  90%  of  the  best  church 
workers. 
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CHURCHES 

S.  S.  Superintendents 
and  Address 

u    u 

-      CD 

Z    oj 

c 
<u 
E 
o 
c 

LU 

a,  ^ 
>  — 
<  < 

Q. 

O    D. 

50 

w 

JE 

CD    O 
O    (/, 

z  S 

DELEGATES 

Center            .... 

7 

8 
4 

6 

6 

7 

38 

167 

134 
35 
45 

35 

40 

94 

530 

86 

48 
30 

34 

20 

68 

286 

6 

12 

12 

8 

9 
9 
8 

4 

25 
6 

10 
45 

S    J    Burcham    Charlie  Johnson    W    8    Hall 

Cool  Springs    .  . 
Elkin  Valley     ... 
Liberty  Grove 
Pleasant  Home 
Pleasant  Hill     . . 

E    W    Settle,  Benham     

Felix  Gambill.  M    L    Pettyjohn,  E.  H,  Darnell. 

R,  L.  Church.  N    Wilkesboro 
G    A    Burcham,  Roaring  River 
J    E    Burcham     

J.  S.  Elliott,  T,  A    Johnson,  A    Caudill. 

G,  A,  Burcham,  L    L    Gentry,  C,  F,  Darnell 

Jno.  8    Burcham,  C.  H    Day,  H    C    Burcham. 

J    A,  Chipman,  M    L   Wilcoxen,  J.  F,  Burcham 

A    Brewer,  V.  Whetly,  N    P,  Myers. 

H.  F.  Carter,  S.  A.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Gilliam. 

E,  H.  Parks,  A,  E,  Sparks.  Jno.  Childres 

Poplar  Springs 
Rock  Creek    .  .  . 
Shoaly  Branch 

White  Plain   

Total    

V,  Whittley,  N    Wilkesboro  ..  . 

H.  F.  Tulbert.  Austin     

J.  Q    Blackburn,  R.  River   .... 

(From  the  Minutes  of  1912) 

As  shown  in  the  last  years  of  the  Convention,  there  seemed  to  be  a  decline  in  attendance  and  a  lack  of 
interest  in  the  Convention  work.  By  1912,  only  two  churches  in  the  association  reported  having  evergreen 
Sunday  Schools  -  Liberty  Grove  (a  new  school)  and  Pleasant  Home.  E.  L.  Middleton.  Secretary  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  made  a  strong  appeal  on  behalf  of  Sunday  School  work.  The  committee  (no  names)  gave 
this  admonition: 

"The  work  in  this  association  needs  enlargement  and  improvement." 

The  committee  made  the  following  recommendations  for  the  next  year: 

1.  We  urge  our  people  to  try  to  make  their  schools  perennial  or  evergreen. 

2.  That  an  earnest  effort  be  made  to  enlist  more  of  our  church  members  for  the  Sunday 
School. 

3.  That  we  co-operate  with  our  Baptist  effort  in  the  State  to  enlarge  and  improve  all  our 
Baptist  Sunday  Schools. 

4.  That  the  workers  shall  use  such  time  as  is  wise  for  a  Sunday  School  Convention  or 
Institute. 

5.  That  we  endeavor  to  make  our  schools  more  definite  in  their  effort  to  bring  to  Christ  all 
our  people. 

In  1914,  J.  S.  Elliott  and  E.  F.  Hinson,  committee  members,  issued  this  statement: 
"We  greatly  deplore  the  lack  of  interest  in  the  Sunday  School;  some  churches  have  none  - 
others  only  a  few  months." 

C.  F.  Fields  read  the  report  and  stated  that  it  is  "not  what  it  ought  to  be." 

In  1917,  Dr.  Middleton  was  again  present  and  cited  Baptist  Sunday  School  work  in  North  Carolina, 
giving  this  comparison:  1879  -  914  schools  with  membership  of  115,046.  In  1916  (37  years  later)  2,123 
schools  with  a  membership  of  221,148. 

Elkin  Valley  Church  had  the  largest  enrollment  -  152.  Ten  churches  reported  an  enrollment  of  841  with 
five  evergreen  schools. 

By  1921,  Poplar  Springs  Church  showed  the  greatest  Sunday  School  growth  with  the  second  largest 
enrollment  that  had  practically  doubled  since  1916. 

Other  than  a  few  churches  that  made  great  strides,  the  Sunday  School  rocked  along  without  any 
significant  changes  during  the  teens  and  early  20's.  An  attempt  at  grading  was  made  in  1924,  and  "months 
kept  open"  was  no  longer  listed  in  the  statistical  table.  It  is  assumed  that  all  churches  were  attempting  to 
have  "evergreen  Sunday  Schools.'  A  Cradle  Roll  was  added  in  1925,  at  which  time  a  significant  turning  point 
was  noted  throughout  North  Carolina  in  Sunday  School  work.  A  total  of  60,000  new  members  were  reported 
to  be  enrolled  throughout  the  state.  Needs  cited  were  enlistment  of  better  qualified  teachers,  better 
equipment  and  new  Sunday  School  buildings.  It  was  noted  that  only  half  of  the  church  membership  in  the 
association's  12  churches  was  enrolled  in  Sunday  School. 

By  1935,  there  were  still  12  churches  in  the  association,  so  the  only  Sunday  School  growth  came  about 
through  enlistment  of  own  church  members  and  the  unchurched.  Enrollment  had  reached  1,725  with  Mount 
Pleasant  reporting  the  first  Standard  A-1   Sunday  School. 

Leaders  were  becoming  more  aware  of  the  needs  of  churches  and  for  better  prepared  leaders  to  aid  in 
organizing  better  Sunday  Schools. 

Year  goals  were  listed  as: 

10%  increase  in  enrollment 

Training  classes  -  using  new  training  course  material 
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Adopting  Standard  of  Excellence 
Six-point  record  system 
Fully  graded 
Active  personnel 
Improved  equipment 

Churches  were  urged  to  enlist  the  aid  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  Department  of  Sunday  School 
Work,  Perry  Morgan,  Secretary;  L.  L.  Morgan,  Field  Worker  -  available  for  training  classes  and  other  work 
pertaining  to  Sunday  School.  Informational  tracts  were  also  available  through  the  Sunday  School  Board. 

Churches  were  also  urged  to  make  larger  use  of  the  Associational  Sunday  School  organization. 

Elkin  Valley  reported  the  first  Vacation  Bible  School  in  1936  with  an  enrollment  of  110  and  85  average 
attendance.  Mount  Pleasant,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Pleasant  Home  reported  having  graded  Sunday  Schools, 
although  a  drop  in  enrollment  was  noted  in  spite  of  the  addition  of  a  new  church  -  Bessie's  Chapel.  Part  of 
this  drop  was  probably  due  to  a  lack  of  consistency  in  getting  reports  to  the  Associational  Sunday  School 
Superintendent. 

By  1939,  East  Elkin  came  into  the  association,  making  a  total  of  14  churches  with  an  enrollment  of 
2,283.  The  association  recommended  that  every  Sunday  School  be  under  church  control.  Pastors  were 
urged  to  "know  Sunday  School  membership"  as  many  enrolled  in  Sunday  Schools  were  not  church 
members.  Elkin  Valley  was  the  leader  in  taking  advantage  of  training  sessions  for  Sunday  School  workers 
and  reported  two  normal  diplomas.  A  full  slate  of  officers  and  leaders  were  printed  in  the  Minutes  forthe  first 
time  as  follows: 

ELKIN  ASSOCIATIONAL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OFFICERS 

Superintendent  -  G.  M.  Walters,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Associate  Superintendent  -  Oscar  Gentry,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Secretary  -  Lula  Johnson,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Adult  Leader  -  Millard  Royal,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Young  People  Leader  -  Miss  Vermelle  Money,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Intermediate  Leader  -  Mrs.  Paul  Newman,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Junior  Leader  -  Mrs.  Robert  Transou,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Primary  Leader  -  Mrs.  Bill  Walters,  State  Road,  N.C. 

Beginners  Leader  -  Mrs.  R.  C.  Harris,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Cradle  Roll  Leader  -  Mrs.  Odell  Couch,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Song  Leader  -  J.  8.  Mitchell,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Pianist  -  Bernice  Welborn,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Evangelistic  Leader  -  Rev.  E.  G.  Jordan,  Elkin,  N.C. 

Vacation  Bible  School  Teacher  -  C.  R.  Byrd,  Ronda,  N.C. 

Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  came  into  the  association  in  1941,  making  a  total  of  15  churches  and 
boosting  the  Sunday  School  enrollment  by  505.  It  also  reported  the  only  Vacation  Bible  School  for  that  year. 

G.  L.  Hill,  Superintendent  in  1943,  reported  that  churches  were  mobilizing  their  efforts  on  behalf  of 
Sunday  School.  Twelve  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  past  year  with  27  ministers,  82  deacons,  35 
superintendents,  96  teachers,  12  department  superintendents,  183  visitors  and  others,  plus  24  speakers 
attending  -  a  total  of  660.  Elkin  First  Baptist  had  the  largest  attendance  at  these  meetings  but  it  also  had  the 
largest  membership.  However,  this  church  rated  third  in  Sunday  School  enrollment  -  303;  Elkin  Valley  was 
second  with  352  and  Pleasant  Hill  was  in  the  lead  with  an  enrollment  of  413. 

By  1944,  East  Elkin  reported  a  Vacation  Bible  School  and  First  Baptist  had  21  teachers  holding 
diplomas. 

The  end  of  World  War  II  in  1945,  marked  another  strong  turning  point  in  Sunday  School  work.  Young 
men  returning  from  the  War,  were  eager  to  get  on  with  the  business  of  living  such  as  establishing  homes  and 
a  desire  to  make  a  better  world  for  their  families.  This  was  reflected  in  increased  church  membership  which 
resulted  in  the  greatest  period  of  growth  up  to  the  mid-sixties  the  association  has  ever  experienced. 

In  this  same  year,  West  Elkin  and  Maple  Springs  joined  the  association.  Mount  Pleasant  reported 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  Cool  Springs  reported  one  teacher  holding  a  diploma.  West  Elkin  reported  a  fully 
graded  Sunday  School.  Total  Sunday  School  enrollment  2,737.  Baptisms  from  the  Sunday  School  74. 

Vacation  Bible  Schools  were  really  catching  on  by  1946,  as  Cool  Springs,  East  Elkin,  Elkin  Valley,  Elkin 
First  Baptist,  Little  Elkin,  Macedonia,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pleasant  Hill,  Pleasant  Home,  Shoaly  Branch  and 
West  Elkin  had  Bible  Schools  -  11  churches  out  of  18. 
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Mineral  Springs  Church  brought  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  70  in  1947,  to  boost  the  associational 
enrollment  to  3,193,  including  teachers,  officers  and  pupils.  Ronda  brought  an  enrollment  of  160  in  1948. 

Union  Hill  brought  an  enrollment  of  65  in  1949,  making  a  total  of  21  churches  with  a  total  enrollment  of 
3,776.  Thirteen  churches  reported  Vacation  Bible  Schools. 

However,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  greatest  growth  in  enrollment  is  due  to  the  addition  of  seven 
churches  since  1939. 

In  1950,  L.  H.  Petree,  associational  superintendent,  reported  visiting  all  churches  in  the  association, 
held  three  associational  meetings  with  nine  pastors,  16  superintendents,  96  Sunday  School  workers,  and 
nine  visitors  attending  -  a  total  of  130.  Mr.  Petree  further  reported  in  1951  that  Bill  Elliott,  State  Sunday 
School  worker,  was  in  13  churches  assisting  with  Bible  Schools  and  two  other  churches  held  Bible  Schools 
without  assistance. 

The  1950's  was  a  period  of  great  growth  and  training  emphasis  throughout  the  association.  In  1952, 
there  was  an  enrollment  of  4,033  in  21  churches.  Five  churches  earned  162  training  awards.  Five  churches 
reported  January  Bible  Study. 

Preparation  Week  was  observed  in  1953  with  the  teaching  of  "The  Pull  of  the  People"  by  A.  V.  Wash- 
burn, throughout  the  association.  The  slogan:  "A  Million  More  in  '54"  was  the  rallying  cry.  Churches  were 
asked  to  encourage  class  promotion,  to  call  on  Baptist  Sunday  School  Department  for  assistance  with  re- 
modeling or  building  new  structures  for  Sunday  School  and  in  organizing  graded  departments.  Elkin  First 
Baptist  had  forged  ahead  in  enrollment,  leading  the  two  contenders,  Elkin  Valley  and  Pleasant  Hill. 

This  emphasis  was  reported  to  be  a  tremendous  success  as  21  churches  reported  an  enrollment  of 
4,225,  with  Elkin  First  climbing  to  736  in  1954.  Fifteen  churches  reported  having  Bible  Schools. 

More  than  700  awards  were  given  for  study  courses  in  1955,  throughout  the  association.  Churches 
were  urged  to  participate  in  the  "Preparation  for  Enlargement  Campaign"  scheduled  for  early  1956  with 
state  workers  conducting  the  clinic. 

1956  proved  to  be  a  banner  year.  All  21  churches  reported  Vacation  Bible  Schools  with  an  enrollment 
of  1,951.  Five  churches  had  training  schools  and  120  awards  were  given. 

Eight  churches  reported  having  training  schools  in  1957  -  a  total  of  13  sessions.  An  increase  of  10.5%  in 
enrollment  over  the  previous  year,  one  Standard  Sunday  School,  204  baptisms  and  21  Vacation  Bible 
Schools,  including  one  mission  school  were  also  reported.  Fourteen  churches  reported  participation  in  the 
Associational  Sunday  School  Enlargement  Campaign.  An  idea  clinic  was  held  at  Ronda  Baptist  Church  for 
more  effective  openings  in  departments. 

Emphasis  on  training  continued  with  three  group  study  course  clinics  and  12  churches  participating  in 
1958.  Nineteen  churches  reported  training  sessions.  A  15%  increase  in  attendance  was  cited  as  a  goal  for 
the  coming  year.  Rev.  Fritz  Hemphill,  pastor  of  West  Hickory  Baptist  Church  and  Regional  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Seventh  Region,  spoke  to  the  report.  Friendship  came  into  the  association  in  1959,  making 
a  total  of  22  churches.  All  reported  having  Bible  Schools,  plus  two  schools  for  blacks.  Theme:  "Teaching 
Them  All  Things". 

An  association-wide  survey  revealed  many  persons  still  not  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  In  this 
connection,  a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  May  at  Macedonia.  Operation  Home  Study  was  stressed  for  the 
summer.  An  Associational  Training  School  was  held  at  Pleasant  Hill  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  N.  C. 
Teague,  pastor.  Seventy  percent  of  churches  were  reported  attending. 

By  1960,  it  was  evident  that  the  50's  had  been  a  period  of  growth  in  enrollment,  attendance  and 
training,  although  the  1950-60  area  government  census  indicated  a  population  increase  of  only  11  persons. 
Elkin  Association  was  rated  A  -  with  100%  effeciency.  However,  a  slight  drop  in  attendance  was  noted  in 
1960,  which  was  partly  attributed  to  the  heavy  snows  that  caused  many  schools  to  be  closed  periodically. 
Two  new  cradle  rolls  were  added.  Elkin  First  reached  an  enrollment  of  800  -  Pleasant  Hill  trailing  with  669. 

A  new  slogan  was  introduced  for  1960.  "Outreach  For  the  Unreached".  Five  churches  had  Sunday 
School  Preparation  Week  and  six  churches  reported  January  Bible  Study  in  1961. 

The  theme  for  1962  was  "Lengthen  and  Strengthen".  Seven  churches  had  January  Bible  Study. 

Elkin  First  reached  its  peak  enrollment  in  1963  -  815  with  Pleasant  Hill  and  Elkin  Valley  runners-up. 

1964  reflected  still  another  5%  increase  in  enrollment  and  10%  increase  in  average  attendance.  All 
churches  reported  Bible  Schools  with  two  being  standard. 

The  1965  statistical  table  is  shown  reflecting  a  peak  enrollment  throughout  the  association  -  4,939.  A 
broader  scope  in  emphasis  on  training  is  noted  by  urging  participation  in  planning  meetings  of  officers, 
attendance  at  area  Sunday  School  Conventions  and  Leadership  Conference  at  Ridgecrest,  plus  observance 
of  Foreign  Mission  Day  in  Sunday  School.  Herman  Ihley,  Secretary  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Department, 
spoke  to  the  report.  All  churches  were  urged  to  have  January  Bible  Study.  Theme:  "Every  Christian  A 
Witness  NOW". 
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TABLE  B— THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  1965 


CHURCHES 


Sunday  School  Superintendents 
And  Address 


C/5 


Bessie  s  Chapel 

Center     

Cool  Springs    . . 

Elkin:   East    

First    

West   .... 

Elkin  Valley 

Friendship    

Little  Elkin   

Macedonia    . . . , 

Maple  Springs    . 

Mineral  Springs 

Ml    Pleasant    . . . 

Oak  Grove  

Pleasant  Hill    . .  . 

Pleasant  Grove 

Pleasant  Home 

Poplar  Springs  . 

Rock  Creek   . . .  . 

Ronda  

Shoaly  Branch  . 

Union  Hill    

White  Plains    . . . 


Oscar  Stanley.  Rt   1.  Elkin    

Jerry  Adams,  State  Road 

Murl  Newman,  Elkin    

Glenn  Cook,  Elkin   

F    L   Mathis,  Elkin    

W.  M    Snow,  Elkin    

John  H   Haynes,  Rt    1,  State  Road   

Sammie  Combs,  Rt.  1.  Elkin   

Arlie  Pardue,  Rt    1,  Ronda     

C   A    Burchette,  Rt.  1 .  Ronda 

Hubert  Wishon,  Rt   2.  Elkin     

Ted  Macemore,  Jonesville    

Oliver  Walters,  State  Road    

Robey  Stone,  Rt.  2,  N.  Wilkesboro  .  . . . 

Garmon  Welborn,  Rt   1.  Ronda    

D   A   Swaim,  Elkin   

J    L   McCann,  Rt    1,R,  River    

Roger  Nixon.  Rt    1 ,  State  Road    

Eugene  Sebastin,  Rt   2,  N   Wilkesboro 

Ralph  Martin,  Ronda  

Clyde  Draughn,  Rt    1,R    River    

Grady  Money,  Rt    1,  Thurmond  

E   J   Waddell,  Rt   1,  R    River    


10 
27 
13 
117 
10 
39 
18 
19 
10 
11 
29 
26 
14 
71 
23 

7 
20 

7 
18 
14 

9 
15 


26 

20 
55 

129 

125 
40 
31 
12 
30 
50 
21 
52 

164 
60 
12 
60 
10 
22 

22 
22 


20 


145 
120 
210 
137 
808 
161 
412 
141 
163 
104 
143 
211 
228 
156 
655 
255 
132 
270 
65 
177 
90 
68 


81 
94 

123 
71 

363 

209 
91 
125 
58 
120 
131 
125 

361 

151 
79 

180 
40 

108 
60 
55 
84 


69 

75 
40 

215 
61 

126 
41 
76 
52 

81 

104 

63 

211 

105 

52 

93 

42 

102 

65 
43 


TOTALS 


62  212  286  354  535  457  375  365  155  597  963  278  101  89  4939  2709  1716 


In  preparation  for  further  growth  and  training,  attention  was  focused  on  meetings  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  association  such  as  area  Sunday  School  Convention  at  Ardmore  Church  in  Winston-Salem  in  1966, 
Leadership  Conference  at  Glorietta  in  June.  A  Sunday  School  Better  Teachers'  Clinic  was  held  at  First 
Baptist  in  September  of  1966  with  Dr.  Russell  Bennett  from  Kentucky  leading  juniors  through  adults. 
Sessions  with  local  leaders  were  provided  for  all  other  departments  of  Sunday  School  work.  The  Sunday 
School  was  recognized  as  furnishing  workers  for  all  phases  of  church  work,  interpreting  the  work  of  the 
church  and  denomination. 

Rev.  Robert  Tenery  reported  on  the  Sunday  School  Clinic  held  at  Pleasant  Hill  Activity  Center  in  1967, 
conducted  by  Dr.  Phil  Briggs  of  Midwestern  Seminary  and  state  workers,  directed  toward  more  effective 
Bible  teaching.  This  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  Convention  and  the  Elkin 
Association  was  noted  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  Bible  Teaching  Institutes  in  the  Elkin  area.  Enrollment 
exceeded  200  in  five  conferences. 

Another  1967  highlight  was  the  Sunday  School  Evangelism  Conference  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
Sunday  School  and  Evangelism  Departments  of  the  Association.  Assisting  were  W.  C.  Lamb  and  Rev.  Jack 
Wilder,  pastor  of  Florida  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Greensboro.  Attendance  exceeded  250.  The  Associational 
Bible  School  Clinic  was  the  best  ever  -  under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  Joe  Blackburn.  The  success  of  this  clinic 
was  attributed  to  a  full  staff  of  conference  leaders  having  attended  the  V.B.S.  workshop  at  Wingate  College. 
In  spite  of  the  emphasis  on  enlistment  and  training,  enrollment  had  dropped  to  its  lowest  level  since  1960  - 
4,599. 

In  1968,  Pleasant  hill  surpassed  Elkin  First  Baptist  in  enrollment  -  767  -  724. 
The  Central  Training  School  was  such  an  important  event  that  much  of  the  report  is  copied  verbatim 
from  1968  Minutes: 

The  best  is  yet  to  come,  however.  The  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Sunday  School  Department  and  the  Elkin  Baptist 
Association,  is  sponsoring  a  Central  Training  School  to  be  conducted  next  week,  September 
23-26,  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin.  Persons  participating  in  the  Training  School  are 
Dr.  Chester  Russell,  Administrative  Consultant  of  the  Sunday  School  Board;  Miss  Neta 
Stewart,  Junior  Consultant  of  the  Sunday  School  Board;  Mr.  Richard  Brown,  of  the  State 
Sunday  School  Department,  who  will  be  leading  the  Young  People's  Conference;  Mrs.  Hilda 
Mayo  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Department  who  will  lead  the  Beginner  Conference;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Price,  Special  Worker  from  Raleigh  who  will  lead  the  Nursery  Conference;  Mrs.  Myra 
Motley  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Department  who  will  lead  the  Intermediate  Conference; 
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Mr.  Leon  W.  Castle,  Minister  of  Education  at  Lynn  Garden  Baptist  Church,  Kingsport, 
Tennessee,  who  will  lead  the  Primary  Conference;  and  Mr.  David  T.  Mashburn,  Minister  of 
Education  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Lumberton,  North  Carolina,  who  will  lead  the  Adult 
Conference.  Other  program  personalities  include  Dr.  Walter  Snipes,  Chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Psychology,  Appalachian  State  University,  who  will  be  guest  speaker  on 
Monday  and  Thursday;  and  Dr.  Lois  Edinger,  Professor  of  Education  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  who  will  speak  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evening. 

It  is  very  unusual  that  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
would  consider  participating  in  a  training  school  located  in  sparsely  populated  area  such  as 
this.  Training  Schools  usually  go  to  the  larger  metropolitan  areas.  We  feel  very  fortunate  that 
the  Sunday  School  Board  has  agreed  to  sponsor  this  clinic,  along  with  the  State  Sunday 
School  Department.  This  is  a  "once  in  a  life-time"  opportunity  for  the  Sunday  School 
workers  in  the  Tri-County  area.  We  hope  every  church  and  every  pastor  will  vigorously 
promote  this  training  clinic. 

It  is  especially  important  that  Sunday  School  workers  in  all  age  groups  be  involved  in 
this  clinic  because  we  are  approaching  a  year  of  sweeping  changes  in  the  Sunday  School 
work  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  those  who  are  ill  informed  will  encounter 
considerable  difficulty  in  making  the  transitions  necessary.  At  this  time  we  are  excited  about 
the  possibility  of  a  director  led  Sunday  School  enlargement  campaign  in  this  association 
sometime  in  the  fall  of  '69.  While  plans  have  not  been  completed  for  this  campaign,  the 
possibility  that  we  will  be  able  to  conduct  such  a  campaign  in  the  Elkin  Association  is  very 
real.  We  covet  your  prayers  that  this  campaign  will  come  to  fruition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Robert  M.  Tenery, 
Sunday  School  Supt. 
The  principles  set  forth  in  "Building  A  Standard  Sunday  School"  by  Arthur  Flake,  were  emphasized  as 
guidelines  for  better  Sunday  Schools  in  1969  as  follows: 

1.  Locate  prospects  (through  census  or  other  means) 

2.  Provide  adequate  space 

3.  Enlarge  the  organization  (according  to  prospects  available) 

4.  Enlist  and  train  additional  workers 

5.  Enlist  the  prospects  (through  visitation  and  personal  witness) 

The  70's  ushered  in  a  new  approach  to  Sunday  School  work.  Mrs.  Butrice  Luffman,  Associational 
Director,  led  the  Sunday  School  Enlargement  Campaign  outlined  by  Rev.  Tenery  above,  in  preparation  for 
extensive  changes.  "REACH,  TEACH,  WIN,  DEVELOP",  the  seal  of  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  was 
suggested  as  the  statement  of  purpose  during  the  1970  decade. 

A  new  organizational  structure  and  curriculum  guide  was  adopted  with  the  theme  "Strong  Sunday 
Schools  Grow  Strong  Churches."  New  grouping,  new  grading  and  new  methods  in  reaching  people  (trailer 
courts,  apartment  complexes,  beach  and  resort  areas,  migrant  workers)  were  a  part  of  the  new  approach. 
Record  keeping  was  simplified. 

Although  some  churches  seemed  to  reject  help  offered  in  improving  Sunday  Schools,  VBS  interest  and 
cooperation  remained  high  in  1972. 

In  1973,  a  "genuine  growth  in  spiritual  depth  of  our  people"  was  noted,  although  enrollment  was 
continuing  to  decline  in  some  churches  while  increasing  in  others. 

In  1974,  the  chief  purpose  of  the  Sunday  School  was  defined: 

1.  Teach  the  Bible  revelation. 

2.  Reach  persons  for  Christ  and  church  membership. 

An  upward  swing  in  enrollment  was  noted  in  '73  and  '74,  and  was  attributed  to  the  new 
organizational  set-up  which  included  an  outreach  leader  in  each  class  to  report  to 
department  outreach  leaders.  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools  held  in  all  churches. 

The  special  emphasis  in  1976  was  a  one-night  meeting  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  in  March, 
with  the  staff  from  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  providing 
training  for  workers  with  primary  emphasis  on  ACTION.  Associational  Sunday  School 
enrollment  reached  its  highest  peak  at  5,119  in  22  churches. 

"BOLD  MISSIONS  -  LET  THE  CHURCH  REACH  OUT"  was  the  theme  for  the  year  1977. 
An  associational  workers'  conference  for  all  ages  was  again  held  at  Elkin  First  Baptist. 
Suggestions  were  made  for  organizing  new  classes  for  young  married  or  on  basis  of  other 
needs  and  situations.  The  growing  segment  of  senior  adults  was  stressed  and  better  ways  to 
give  them  improved  Bible  teaching.  Churches  were  urged  to  explore  potential  for  starting 
new  Sunday  Schools. 
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In  1978,  the  report  revealed  a  broader  awareness  of  the  scope  of  Sunday  School  work. 
More  and  varied  literature  and  Bible  translations  are  available  with  emphasis  at  the  "grass 
roots"  level  of  the  many  areas  of  service  to  be  rendered  through  the  Sunday  School.  In- 
cluded are  the  following  -  some  to  take  effect  in  1978  and  others  geared  to  1979: 

ACTION  (enrollment  campaigns) 

Bible  Book  Series  for  Youth  &  Adults 

Radio-TV  Bible  Correspondence  Program 

"Equipping  Center"  -  short  term  training  for  adults 

Family  Life  Conferences 

Home  Life  Magazine 

Glorietta  &  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Centers 

Broadman  Press  -  introducing  633  new  products  -  includes  first  book  of  24 
Volume  "Layman's  Bible  Book  Commentary" 

Ministry  with  ethnic  groups  -  to  blind  and  deaf  persons 

National  Student  Ministries 

National  Association  of  Senior  Adults 

Monthly  magazine  for  single  adults 
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Associalional  Sunday  School  Director— REV    RAY  WADDELL 
Rt    1,  Box  483,  Ronda.  N    C    28670 

CHURCHES 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS  S  ADDRESS 

I 

o 

c 
« 

c/5 

d 

> 

1 

Cool  Springs 

East  Elkin     

Elkin  First    

Elkin  Valley   

Friendship  

Herbert  Settle.  Rt    1.  Box  103.  State  Road.  N  C   28676 

Glenn  Lewis.  Box  107.  Elkin.  N    C    28621    

Mrs  Brenda  Couch.  Rt  2.  Box  48.  State  Road.  N  C  28676 
George  Pauley    Rt    3    Elkin    N  C   28621 

5 

17 

7 
5 

7 

14 
14 

18 
8 
29 
12 
25 

13 
6 
18 
39 
14 

10 
13 
37 

50 
17 

39 
4 
39 
46 
16 

34 
12 
112 
101 
26 

25 
22 
91 
64 
24 

9 
16 

30 
14 

1 
3 
5 
6 
3 

152 
82 
395 
362 
139 

110 
59 
202 
167 
87 

1 
1 

35 
16 

0 

65 
44 
70 
112 
89 

65 
44 
70 
112 
89 

Little  Elkin   

Macedonia     

Mineral  Springs    . 
Mount  Pleasant    . 
Oak  Grove  

Archie  Tucker.  Rt    1.  Ronda.  N  C   28670 

Quincy  Myers.  Rt    1 .  Ronda.  N  C    28670    

Charles  Casstevens.  Rt  1 .  Box  337.  Jonesville.  N  C  28642 
Roger  Maines.  Rt   2.  Box  30.  State  Road.  N  C   28676  . 
W   J    Watts.  38  Park  Rd  .  North  Wilkesboro.  N  C   28659 

15 
19 
16 
16 

14 

24 
15 
19 
49 

30 

30 

8 

23 

57 

15 

12 
12 
4 

20 

16 
12 
11 
37 

16 

56 
33 
47 
76 

45 

25 
16 
25 
43 

35 

4 
8 

2 

178 
124 
162 
301 
177 

140 
90 
124 
153 
110 

1 

42 

85 
74 

66 
101 
124 

85 
74 

66 
101 
124 

Pleasant  Grove    , 
Pleasant  Hill    ... 
Pleasant  Home 
Pleasant  Ridge  . . 
Pleasant  View  . 
Poplar  Springs   .  . 

Maynard  Holbrook.  Rt    2.  Box  117.  Ronda.  N  C    28670 

Jim  Bradley.  P  0    Box  87.  Elkin.  N  C   28621     

Charles  Jordan.  Rt  1.  Box  1 13B,  Roaring  River.  N  C  28669 

Ralph  Collins.  Rt    1.  State  Road.  N  C   28676   

Paul  Mounce.  Rt   1.  State  Road.  N  C   28676    

Jimmy  Sloop.  Rl    2.  Box  77.  Slate  Road.  N  C    28676 

25 

19 

77 
9 
18 

10 
11 

40 
111 
10 
10 

27 
45 

27 

295 

8 

23 

45 
24 

6 
105 

15 

10 

7 

174 

8 

8 

20 
12 

70 
378 
63 

71 

30 
65 

39 

134 

19 

33 

25 
21 

22 
2 

15 
5 

4 
21 

5 

17 
3 

227 

1347 
123 
177 

191 
191 

125 

509 

79 

121 

119 
149 

1- 

12 

243 
46 
81 

77 
101 

243 
46 
81 

77 
101 

Rock  Creek   

Ronda  First   

Shoaly  Branch    . 

Union  Hill     

White  Plains    . 
West  Elkin     . 

Larry  Durham.  Rt    1 .  Hays.  N  C    28635    

Colin  Pardue.  Ronda.  N  C    28670    

Harold  E    Swaim.  Rt    2.  Box  211.  Elkin.  N  C   28621    . 
Frankie  Lloyd.  Rl    1.  Box  93.  Thurmond.  N  C   28683 
Joe  Anthony.  Rt    2.  Roaring  River.  N  C   28669    

3 
3 
5 
7 
23 

5 
12 

3 
29 

10 
10 
15 
6 
34 

12 
13 
12 
5 

9 

12 
5 

9 
14 
30 
2 
54 

14 
10 
10 

32 

24 

2 

3 

59 
81 
85 
51 
182 
79 

49 
45 
46 
35 
145 
50 

89 
40 

39 
101 
40 

89 
40 

39 
101 
40 

Statistical  Table  from  the  1978  Minutes. 


"Pleasant  Hill  has  reached  the  all-time  high  of  1,347  enrollment. 


There  have  been  many  ups  and  downs  in  this  first  100  years  of  Sunday  School  work  in  the  Elkin  Baptist 
Association,  but  there  have  been  many  patient  and  dedicated  souls  along  the  way  to  indicate  that  the 
Sunday  School  is  truly  "the  church  at  work"  reaching  out  to  a  lost  world. 


164 


Woman's  Missionary  Union 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  into  an  Association  in  1941.  Five  churches  in  the  Elkin 
Association  had  some  WMU  worl<,  and  the  following  table  taken  from  1941  Minutes,  indicates  an  enrollment 
of  431  members: 


TABLE  IV— W.M.U.  Organizations  and  Gifts,  Elkin  Baptist  Association, 
For  Year  Ending  September  30,  1941. 


Cfl 

>^ 

c 
> 

C 

c 
>   m 

3 

O 

CO 

O 

in 

Q)     CO 

CD 

C 

w 

E 

CO 

N 

c 

X) 

c 
.9 
to 

o 

O 

(O 

c 

W     N 

PRESIDENTS  OF  W.  M.  U 

< 

<• 

cn 

c 

cn 
O 

£ 

E 

0) 
< 

Crt 

Crt 

(0 
J3 

o 

c 
IJJ 

2 

c 

"ca 
u 
o 

to 
to 

2 

°-o 

CHURCHES 

AND  POST  OFFICES 

"c 

CO 

E 

1 

>' 
o 

I 

ir 
o 

3 

o 

D 

5 

h 
0) 

CO 

5 

E 

0) 

CO 

£ 

E 

E 
ca 

to 

-Q 

E 

0) 

2 

■D 

O 

CI    to 
UJ    0] 

to 
|2 

to 

c 
o 

1  = 

15  " 
O  D 
•-5 

n 

E 
-J 

h 

3 

b 

b 

TO 
O 

5 

< 

< 

CO 

to 

CO      n 

h5 

H2 

^5 

z 

z 

z 

z 

^ 

K 

^ 

>- 

(X 

CD 

3 

1- 

o  o 

3^ 

5g 

5.S-' 

East  Elkin    

Mrs. 
Mrs. 

G.  W.  Creed,  Elkin     

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 
4 

10 
15 

14 
20 

22 
40 

20 

66 
75 

$   87.75 
39.18 

$  87  75 

Elkin  Valley    .... 

Lester  Holloway,  Elkin    

39,18 

First  Baptist    .... 

Mrs. 

F.  M.  Norman,  Elkin    

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

12 

127 

15 

33 

10 

11 

196 

128949 

1289.49 

Pleasant  Hill     . .. 

1 

1 

1 

? 

?5 

14 

1? 

^1 

33   itir^Pnn 

99  80 

231  80 

Rock  Creek    .... 

Mrs. 

Udy  Wood,  North  Wilkesboro 

1 

1 

1 

3 

14 

17 

12 

43 

29.18 

The  WMU  organizational  reports  are  also  reproduced  in  their  entirety  from  the  1942  and  1943 
Associational  Minutes,  as  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  tremendous  work  that  stems  from  this 
organization.  The  names  of  many  faithful  women  who  were  instrumental  in  giving  the  organization  its 
spiritual  catalyst  are  included  in  these  reports.  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary  of 
WMU  work  in  1978.  When  it  joined  the  Association  in  1941,  it  brought  with  it  many  years  of  pioneer  WMU 
work: 

REPORT  ON  W.  M.  U. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Elkin  W.  M.  U.  Association  was  held  on  May  30,  1941,  at 
Pleasant  Hill  Church. 

The  officers  were  as  follows:  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Udy  Wood;  Associate 
Superintendent,  Mrs.  Dallas  Gilliam;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Dallas  Newman;  Young  Peoples  Leader, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Holloway;  Stewardship  Chairman,  Mrs.  Leroy  Porter;  Mission  Study,  Mrs.  W.  O. 
Carter;  Personal  Service,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed;  Margaret  Fund  and  Training  School,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Darnell;  100,000  Club,  Mrs.  Roy  Collins. 

The  guest  speaker  on  the  program  that  day  was  Mrs.  Phil  White,  of  China,  who  spoke 
on  "Our  Relationship  to  Christ,"  2  Corinthians  5. 

A  love  offering  of  $5.81  was  given  to  her. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Elkin  W.  M.  U.  Association  was  held  on  May  28th, 
1942,  at  Rock  Creek  Church  and  the  guest  speaker  was  Miss  Ruby  Daniel,  Missionary  to 
Hungary,  and  her  address  was  heard  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  as  she  was  ordered  home 
on  account  of  the  war  and  her  voyage  was  frought  with  peril  on  account  of  enemy  sub- 
marines. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Superintendent,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers;  Associate 
Superintendent,  Mrs.  Dallas  Gilliam;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Lester  Holloway;  Young  Peoples 
Leader,  Mrs.  Udy  Wood;  Stewardship  Chairman,  Mrs.  Leroy  Porter;  Mission  Study,  Mrs.  F.  P. 
Shoaf;  Personal  Service,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed;  Margaret  Fund  and  Training  School,  Mrs.  Frithy 
Yarborough;  100,000  Club,  Mrs.  Grace  Eads. 

A  conference  of  Associational  Workers  of  the  Elkin  W.  M.  U.  Association  was  held  at  the 
Elkin  First  Church  on  August  19th,  with  Miss  Myrtle  Zentmeyer,  of  the  Raleigh  W,  M.  U. 
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Headquarters  in  charge.  Methods,  aims  and  points  for  emphasis  were  discussed. 
Representatives  from  four  churches  were  present  and  a  profitable  meeting  was  enjoyed  by 
all. 

The  following  churches  in  the  Association  have  one  or  more  organized  missionary 
societies: 

East  Elkin,  Elkin  Valley  (2  circles),  Elkin  First  (5  Junior  circles),  Little  Elkin,  Pleasant 
Hill  (2  Junior  circles).  Rock  Creek. 

It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  see  a  missionary  society  in  each  and  every  church  in  the  Elkin 
Association,  and  we  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  pastors  in  this  Christian  undertaking. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  C.  N.  MYERS, 

Supt.  Elkin  W.  M.  U.  Association. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ELKIN  W.  M.  U.  ASSOCIATION 

OCTOBER  1943 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Elkin  W.M.U.  Association  was  held  at  the  East  Elkin  Baptist 
Church,  May  27th,  1943,  and  the  following  program  was  given: 

Theme:  Christ  Pre-eminent. 

Hymn— "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus  Name." 

Repeat  in  unison,  the  watchword  for  the  year,  Isaiah  37:20,  "That  all  the  earth  may  know 
that  thou  art  the  Lord,  even  thou  only." 

Devotional— Col.  1:18,  "That  in  all  things  He  might  have  pre-eminence." — Miss  Addie  Davis. 

Appointment  of  Committees— Resolutions:  Mrs.  T.  L.  Parnell,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Parks  Hamp- 
ton, Mrs.  O.  K.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Emily  Holloway.  Time  and  Place  for  Next  Year's  Meet- 
ing: Mrs.  Brady  Settle,  Chairman,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Alexander,  Miss  Nilta 
Sebastian,  Mrs.  Edward  Darnell.  Nominating  Committee:  Mrs.  F.  M.  Norman,  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Paul  Fletcher,  Mrs.  LeRoy  Porter,  Mrs.  Robert  Wilmoth,  Mrs.  Nona  Smoot. 

Then  reports  were  heard  from  the  following: 

Superintendent,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers;  Chairmen  of  Committees:  Community  Missions, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed;  Stewardship,  Mrs.  LeRoy  Porter;  Mission  Study,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Shoaf. 

Special  Music— Solo:  "Satisfied  With  Jesus"— Mrs.  Parks  Hampton. 

Address— "Christ  Exalted  In  All  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth."— Mrs.  D.  F.  Stamps,  Missionary 
from  China,  on  furlough. 

Lunch  Hour.  The  lunch  was  provided  by  the  W.  M.  S.  of  the  five  churches  in  the  Elkin  W.  M. 

U.  Association. 

Hymn— "When  the  Roll  Is  Called  Up  Yonder." 

Scripture  and  Prayer— Rev.  3:21-23— Mrs.  W.  T.  Carter. 

Open  Conference  conducted  by  State  worker— Mrs.  R.  K.  Redwine. 

Reports  of  Committees— Christian  Education,  Mrs.  E.  C.  James,  Supt.,  Wilkesboro  Division. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  1943 — Superintendent,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Myers;  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent, Mrs.  Dallas  Gilliam;  Young  Peoples'  Leader,  Mrs.  Edith  PeTree;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Holloway.  Committee  Chairmen:  Stewardship,  Mrs.  LeRoy  Porter; 
Mission  Study,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Shoaf;  Community  Missions,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed;  Margaret 
Fund  and  Training  School,  Mrs.  Robert  Transou;  100,000  Club,  Mrs.  Grace  Eads. 

Number  of  churches  in  Association   15 

Number  of  Women  and  Children  in  churches  with  W.  M.  S 1361 

Number  churches  with  W.  M.  S 5 

Number  Members  in  W.  M.  S 191 

Number  Members  in  Y.  W.  A 63 

Number  Members  in  G.  A 53 

Number  Members  in  R.  A 20 

Number  Members  in  Sunbeams  12 

Total   339    339 

Unenlisted    1 ,022 

Total  Gifts  for  the  Year  for  all  purposes    $1618.48 

Number  Biblical  Recorders    26 

Number  Royal  Service  Magazines  40 
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The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Elkin,  in  May. 

Additional  items  of  interest: 

During  the  week  of  July  17-24,  1943,  we  had  three  state  workers  from  the  W.  M.  U. 
Headquarters  in  Raleigh,  working  in  the  Elkin  Association. 

Mrs.  John  Waycaster  from  Cherryville,  was  a  guest  of  the  W.  M.  S.  of  the  Rock  Creek 
Church,  and  spent  the  entire  week  with  them. 

Miss  Louise  Bashford  was  the  guest  of  the  Elkin  Valley  Church  and  she  assisted  with 
their  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  and  taught  Mission  Study  to  the  W.  M.  S. 

Miss  Katherine  Abee  divided  her  time  between  East  Elkin  and  Elkin  First,  teaching 
Missions  to  all  groups. 

We  were  especially  glad  to  have  several  ministers  present  at  our  annual  Associational 
Meeting,  and  we  hope  that  they  and  others  will  attend  our  meeting  next  May,  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Elkin. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  HARVEY  CHURCH. 

By  1945,  the  number  of  WMU  organizations  had  grown  to  eight  -  half  of  the  churches  at  that  time.  The 
growth  was  rather  shaky  for  several  years  and  there  were  no  written  reports  in  the  Minutes  for  1945  and 
1946. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Creed,  Associational  Superintendent  in  1947,  reported  only  six  churches  out  of  19  in  the 
Association  had  WMU  work  -  a  drop  of  two  from  1945.  Quoting  from  her  report,  "WMU  is  an  auxiliary  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  ...  It  touches  the  life  of  every  member  from  cradle  roll  to  the  oldest.  ...  Its  aim 
is  to  begin  at  its  own  church  and  its  end  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth." 

There  was  no  written  report  in  1948,  but  in  the  1949  Minutes,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Wyatt,  Superintendent,  gave  a 
lengthy  report.  Evidently  there  was  a  need  for  clarification  in  the  structure  of  the  organization  as  the  follow- 
ing remarks  are  quoted  from  her  report.  "A  WMU  is  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  or  WMS  plus  one  or  more 
missionary  organizations  for  young  people  fostered  by  the  Society." 

More  than  $3,000  was  given  to  Missions  that  year  with  a  10%  increase  over  the  previous  year,  plus  over 
$1,000  for  State,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  She  challenged  WMU  members  to  be  responsible  for  the 
missionary  education  of  young  people.  "It  is  they  who  must  build  a  better  world  of  tomorrow  if  it  is  to  be,  and 
they  must  build  it  with  the  tools  and  materials  placed  in  their  hands." 

The  number  of  churches  having  WMU  work  in  1950,  was  still  eight.  Emphasis  was  on  getting  more 
churches  to  have  organized  work.  "Our  aim  is  to  stimulate  a  missionary  spirit  with  the  women  and  young 
people  in  giving  to  missions",  said  Mrs.  Richard  Martin,  Superintendent. 

In  1951,  at  the  end  of  the  first  decade,  the  Statistical  table  listed  the  following  nine  churches  having 
organized  WMU  work  with  a  total  enrollment  of  687:  East  Elkin,  Elkin  First,  Elkin  Valley,  Mineral  Springs,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Poplar  Springs,  Rock  Creek,  Ronda  and  West  Elkin. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Guth,  Superintendent  elect  for  1951-52,  reported  that  a  leadership  conference  had  been 
held  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church  with  seven  of  the  churches  attending.  The  annual  meeting  was  held  at 
Mount  Pleasant  at  which  Miss  Marie  Epiey,  State  Young  People's  Leader,  attended.  Miss  Kathleen  Manley, 
Medical  Missionary  to  Africa,  was  the  featured  speaker.  Several  members  attended  a  two-day  WMU  Institute 
at  Fruitland  during  the  year.  By  1953,  a  total  of  $2,099.13  was  reported  as  WMU  Associational  gifts  to 
missions.  Nine  churches  had  organized  work. 

A  steady  growth  was  noted  at  this  point  and  by  1954,  the  number  of  churches  having  organized  WMU 
work  had  grown  to  ten,  out  of  a  total  of  21  churches.  Three  churches  reported  having  full  graded  WMUs, 
according  to  standards  set  up  by  the  State  Office  in  Raleigh.  Sixty-seven  new  members  were  reported  and 
the  number  of  tithers  had  increased  to  50%. 

A  special  offering  of  $75.00  was  sent  to  the  Mattye  Craver  Memorial  Fund  toward  the  furnishing  of  a 
room  in  the  new  wing  of  the  Baptist  Hospital,  an  indication  that  WMU  members  were  growing  in  Home 
Missions  awareness. 

By  1955,  Mrs.  John  Sears,  Associational  WMU  Superintendent,  reported  a  growth  in  Young  People's 
work.  WMU  total  membership  including- young  people  had  increased  to  203  with  38  new  tithers,  and  an 
increase  in  missions  gifts  of  almost  $1,000. 

In  1956,  Mrs.  Richard  Callaway,  Superintendent,  reported  a  new  dimension  in  spiritual  awareness  in 
the  WMU.  Names  of  missionaries,  their  birthdays  and  places  of  service  were  included  in  the  Royal  Service 
(WMU  publication),  and  churches  were  urged  to  encourage  women  to  subscribe  to  and  read  this  magazine, 
and  to  pray  for  the  missionaries  on  their  special  day.  She  urged  the  churches  to  take  advantage  of  using  the 
graded  series  literature  for  children  birth  to  eight  years.  Girls'  Auxiliary  and  Young  People  to  age  25.  Royal 
Ambassadors,  ages  9-16,  were  in  the  same  age  bracket  as  Girls'  Auxiliary  and  was  sponsored  by  the  WMU 
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until  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Brotherhood  in  the  mid  50's.  Thirty-one  new  tithers  were  reported  and  42  new 
members.  Total  WMU  Missions  gifts  were  listed  as  $3,910.19.  Union  Hill  organized  WMU  work. 

By  1957,  eighty-six  new  members  were  reported  as  two  more  churches  —  Cool  Springs  and  Macedonia 
—  reported  organizations,  making  a  total  of  500  missionary  organization  members  throughout  the 
Association's  21  churches. 

Mrs.  Irwin  Mumford,  Associational  Superintendent,  reported  in  1958  that  youth  organizations  totaled 
28,  with  a  total  membership  of  334.  There  were  no  new  organizations,  but  her  report  states,  "We  do  feel  that 
the  Unions  we  now  have  are  better  grounded  in  God's  Command  to  send  forth  the  gospel  to  every  living 
creature. " 

The  title  of  the  Associational  WMU  leader  was  changed  from  Superintendent  to  President  in  1959.  A 
broader  concept  was  evidenced  of  the  scope  of  WMU  work  as  reported  by  Mrs.  Allan  Adkins,  President.  The 
need  for  having  better  informed  members  was  filled  by  regular  mission  study  sessions  -  one  in  the  fall 
concerning  Foreign  Missions  and  one  in  the  spring  as  a  prelude  to  Home  Mission  emphasis.  She  reported  a 
total  of  62  mission  study  books  taught  that  year,  39%  of  members  subscribed  to  organizational  magazines, 
and  a  record  total  of  $4,207.41  was  given  to  the  Lottie  Moon,  Annie  Armstrong,  and  Heck  Jones  Missions 
offerings.  Friendship  Church  reported  having  organized  WMU  work. 

Four  full  graded  unions  were  reported  in  1960,  and  a  giant  leap  in  membership  to  918.  A  record 
$5,728.58  was  given  to  the  Lottie  Moon  offering,  and  $1,270.29  given  to  Annie  Armstrong.  The  first  joint 
Brotherhood-WMU  Rally  was  held  at  West  Elkin  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Bryant  came  on  the  scene  as  WMU  President  in  1961.  A  total  of  14  WMS,  three  YWA,  two 
approved  WMS  and  one  advanced,  one  advanced  GA  and  one  "honor"  GA,  were  reported.  There  were  15  GA 
and  12  Sunbeam  Bands,  and  three  Sunbeam  Nurseries.  Seventeen  mission  study  books  were  taught  and  197 
members  reported  reading  approved  mission  books.  An  average  of  27  organizations  were  participating  in 
definite  mission  work. 

The  75th  Anniversary  of  WMU  was  observed  with  75  days  of  prayer  and  prayer  retreats  preceding  the 
anniversary  date  in  1962.  Two  new  Sunbeam  Bands,  the  first  "honor"  Sunbeam  Band,  two  advanced  GA, 
one  approved  YWA,  two  approved  GA,  four  "honor"  GA  and  one  new  GA,  were  reported.  The  work  had 
increased  to  include  day  camps  for  Sunbeams,  the  first  one  held  at  Dr.  Fox's  Lake,  with  64  Sunbeams  and 
counselors  attending. 

Basic  leadership  courses  had  become  a  vital  part  of  the  Association  and  were  held  each  year.  At  a 
three-night  session  in  1962,  the  average  attendance  was  72  and  25  members  received  cards  of  accreditation. 

Mrs.  Bryant  reported  one  new  WMS  with  the  addition  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  the  Association  in 
1963,  making  a  total  of  15  churches  out  of  23,  with  organized  WMS  or  WMU  work.  Three  new  GA 
organizations  were  reported,  and  Coronation  Services  were  being  held  in  several  of  the  churches  with  many 
GAs  being  crowned  as  Queens  and  Queen  Regent-in-service. 

"Jubilee  Year"  was  observed  in  1964.  Theme:  "For  Liberty  and  Light".  Mrs.  Lake  Haynes,  Associational 
WMU  President,  reported  a  peak  membership  of  963  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  1964  Table 
showing  the  next  highest  peak  is  reproduced  below: 
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During  "Jubilee  Year",  members  were  urged  to  achieve  higher  goals  -  read  the  New  Testament,  Baptist 
Ideals,  and  WMU  History. 

In  1965,  Mrs.  John  H.  Haynes,  President,  announced  the  theme  for  the  year  as  "A  Church  Fulfilling  Its 
Mission  -  through  Worship".  Seven  and  one-half  hours  of  study  were  taught  by  State  workers  at  the  Basic 
Leadership  Course  that  year  with  14  persons  receiving  GA  Leadership  Cards.  Six  associational  officers 
attended  a  State  Workshop  at  Fruitland. 

This  was  also  a  "Red  Letter  Year"  for  the  Elkin  WMU  Association,  which  by  action  of  the  Elkin 
Associational  Executive  Board,  became  an  official  part  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  with  financial 
support  being  provided  by  the  Association.  The  WMU  was  allowed  to  maintain  its  own  nominating 
committee  with  its  slate  of  officers  being  submitted  to  the  Associational  Nominating  Committee,  subject  to 
approval  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  theme  for  the  previous  year  was  further  emphasized  in  1966.  Mrs.  Haynes'  WMU  report  revealed 
that  World  Missions  were  being  focused  upon  to  a  wider  extent.  Missionaries  on  furlough  were  being 
secured  for  Foreign  Mission  Study  and  for  annual  WMU  speakers.  Mrs.  Troy  Bennet,  missionary  on  furlough 
from  East  Pakistan  was  the  speaker  for  the  1966  annual  WMU,  held  at  Macedonia  Church.  "A  Church 
Fulfilling  Its  Mission  -  through  Proclamation  and  Witness"  was  the  theme  for  the  year. 

By  1967,  there  was  a  decline  in  enrollment,  but  there  was  a  strong  missionary  spirit  prevalent 
throughout  the  organization  with  members  being  aware  of  world  needs  and  having  a  broader  concept  of 
being  a  vital  part  of  the  church  in  its  missionary  endeavors.  At  the  1968  session,  Mrs.  Garvey  Chambers, 
WMU  President,  gave  a  detailed  report  of  Baptist  Missionary  work  throughout  the  world  and  expressed 
great  pride  that  the  Elkin  Associational  WMU  had  a  vital  part  in  this  great  work.  The  following  is  an  excerpt 
from  this  excellent  report: 

At  the  close  of  1967,  there  were  2,277  missionaries  under  appointment  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  for  service  in  67  countries.  Including  missionary  associates  and  missionary 
journeymen  along  with  career  missionaries,  222  new  missionaries  were  appointed  during  the 
year. 

Amid  conditions  of  great  instability  in  the  Middle  East,  Nigeria,  Vietnam,  Hong  Kong, 
and  other  places,  missionaries  have  demonstrated  faith  in  God,  deep  dedication  to  the 
calling  of  our  Lord,  and  stability  in  the  midst  of  crisis.  For  the  first  time,  missionaries  have 
been  assigned  for  service  in  Ethiopia,  Botswana,  South  West  Africa;  and  Iran. 

Seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  missionaries  are  assigned  for  Latin  America,  7449  for 
the  Orient,  543  for  Africa  and  200  for  Europe  and  the  Middle  East.  Among  these,  926  are  men, 
929  are  married  women,  226  are  single  women,  91  are  missionary  associates,  102  are 
journeymen,  and  three  are  special  project  medical  personnel. 

Organized  churches  on  mission  fields  total  4,918,  of  which  3,21 1  are  self-supporting.  In 
addition,  there  are  6,463  mission  points,  giving  a  total  of  11,381  centers  of  worship  and 
witness.  National  pastors  number  4,119.  Baptisms  in  1967  totaled  46,275,  giving  a 
membership  of  571 ,647  (net  including  the  churches  in  China,  where  the  last  report  showed  a 
membership  of  123,000). 

Baptist  schools  on  mission  fields  total  1,295  with  181,639  students.  Among  these 
schools,  there  are  287  kindergartens,  779  elementary  schools,  132  secondary  schools,  34 
colleges,  six  woman's  training  schools,  44  theological  schools,  and  13  schools  for 
vocational  and  other  types  of  training.  Most  of  the  colleges  are  on  the  level  of  teacher 
training  colleges  or  junior  colleges.  Two  full  senior  colleges  are  maintained  —  one  in  Japan 
and  one  in  Hong  Kong.  These  schools  provide  some  of  the  best  opportunities  for  Christian 
witness  to  be  found  on  mission  fields. 

In  20  hospitals  and  86  clinics  and  dispensaries,  ministries  were  extended  to  47,580 
inpatients  and  597,71 1  outpatients.  Serving  in  these  medical  installations  were  58  missionary 
doctors,  65  missionary  nurses,  and  43  other  missionaries  along  with  145  national  doctors, 
367  national  nurses,  and  913  other  national  personnel. 

Publication  work  is  carried  on  in  24  centers  in  which  71  missionaries  and  566  national 
staff  members  produced  23,388,555  pieces  of  literature  consisting  of  periodicals,  books,  and 
tracts  for  the  reinforcement  of  Christian  workers. 

Baptists  in  these  mission  lands  maintain  15  orphanages  in  which  four  missionaries  and 
113  national  staff  members  serve.  In  the  orphanages,  1,168  children  received  care.  Twenty- 
five  good  will  and  community  centers  are  maintained,  in  which  31  missionaries  and  112 
national  staff  members  extended  their  ministry  to  8,149  children  and  1,981  adults.  Special 
projects  in  evangelism  and  church  development  have  brought  strength  to  many  mission 
fields  in  1967.  Intensive  preparation  for  the  Crusade  of  the  Americas  is  underway  throughout 
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Latin  America.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  Africa-wide  crusade  in  1970  and  large  scale 
efforts  in  many  Orient  fields  in  the  same  year. 

Missionary  journeymen  continue  to  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  work  being 
done  in  many  lands.  Plans  for  auxiliary  categories  including  missionary  associates  and 
missionary  journeymen  are  on  the  basis  of  10  percent  of  the  total  staff.  This  enables  valuable 
service  to  be  rendered  in  auxiliary  capacities  without  causing  instability  from  a  too  rapid 
turnover  on  mission  fields. 

Missionary  volunteers  continue  to  offer  themselves  for  service  throughout  the  world. 
Calls  for  missionary  reinforcement  far,  far  greater  than  our  resources.  The  extent  to  which 
we  can  continue  to  advance  in  worldwide  witness  depends  upon  prayer,  giving,  and  life 
dedication  among  Southern  Baptists. 

We  rejoice  in  the  part  Woman's  Missionary  Union  has  in  our  association.  We  began  our 
year  with  a  leadership  workshop  at  Elkin  Valley  Baptist  Church,  with  Associational  officers 
leading  the  various  classes.  During  this  year,  a  Girl's  Auxiliary  was  organized  at  Macedonia 
Baptist  Church.  Our  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Elkin  Valley,  May  6th.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Ledbetter,  on  furlough  following  a  term  of  service  in  Guatamala,  were  special  speakers. 
There  were  191   present. 

The  WMU  joined  the  "Crusade  of  the  Americas"  and  "Project  500"  in  1969.  Mrs.  Keith  Edwards, 
missionary  nurse  on  furlough  from  Baptist  Hospital  in  Nigeria,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Associational 
WMU  meeting  at  Poplar  Springs  Church.  This  was  another  "Red  Letter  Year"  for  the  WMU  Association,  with 
the  announcement  that  Miss  Emma  Cooke  had  been  approved  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  as  a 
missionary  associate  to  Beruit,  Lebanon.  The  Elkin  Associational  WMU  was  beginning  to  bearfruitand  had 
truly  "come  of  age". 

In  1970,  Mrs.  Chambers'  title  was  changed  from  President  to  Director.  "Living  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in 
Belief  and  Relevance"  was  the  theme  for  the  year  and  carried  out  by  urging  members  to  manifest  a  vital  faith 
in  daily  living  through  service.  To  meet  the  needs  of  a  changing  world,  new  literature  and  terminology  were 
introduced  at  a  clinic  for  shaping  the  70's,  held  at  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Lee  Stacks,  Jr.,  on 
furlough  from  Zambia,  was  Associational  WMU  speaker  at  Mineral  Springs  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Chambers  continued  in  office  in  1971,  stressing  the  theme:  "Living  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in 
Openness  and  Freedom".  An  overall  restructuring  of  the  organization  resulted  in  less  record  keeping  and 
fewer  meetings  in  order  to  allow  more  time  for  actual  service.  Miss  Shelia  Clark,  missionary  journeyman  to 
Nigeria,  was  the  speaker  at  the  annual  Associational  WMU  meeting  at  Cool  Springs  Church. 

The  theme:  "Openly  Proclaim  ",  was  stressed  during  1972,  the  last  year  of  Mrs.  Chambers' term  in  office 
of  six  years.  She  called  it  a  privilege  to  have  served  in  this  capacity  and  felt  enriched  for  having  had  this 
experience. 

"Six  years  ago,  October  1966,  I  reluctantly  accepted  the  position  of  Director  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  in  our  Association.  I  felt  so  inadequate  for  this  place  of  responsibility,  but 
little  did  I  realize  what  an  enriching  and  fulfilling  experience  this  was  to  be  in  my  life.  I  thank 
God  for  this  open  door  to  work  with  the  wonderful  women  in  this  association  and  to  serve 
Him  in  this  capacity." 

In  1973,  Mrs.  Corbett  Walters,  WMU  Director,  reported  one  new  WMS  and  one  new  Acteens  group  and 
two  churches  reorganizing  WMU  work. 

Mrs.  Talmadge  Wall,  Director  in  1974,  reported  that  Macedonia  and  Pleasant  Grove  women  received 
recognition  in  the  "Giant  Step  Achievement  Plan".  A  rich  harvest  was  reaped  that  year  as  Larry  Turner  of 
Mount  Pleasant  Church  and  Peggy  Harmon  of  Friendship,  dedicated  their  lives  to  full  Christian  service  as 
missionaries.  (Peggy  is  now  serving  in  Brazil  and  Larry  is  pastor  of  a  church  in  Lumberton,  N.C.).  They  were 
speakers  at  the  annual  WMU  Associational  meeting  at  Friendship  that  year. 

In  1975,  WMU  members  throughout  the  association  attended  a  workshop  at  Mundo  Vista:  two  local 
workshops  were  held,  and  a  Missions  Fair  at  Elkin  Valley  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  associational 
meeting.  Manget  and  Elaine  Herring,  missionaries  to  Guyana,  displayed  her  paintings  at  the  meeting.  Miss 
Emma  Cooke  on  furlough  from  Lebanon,  spoke  and  showed  slides  at  Pleasant  Hill  Church  in  the  spring  of 
that  year.  A  GA  Associational  picnic  was  held  at  Mount  Pleasant  with  most  of  the  churches  represented. 
BYW  had  a  special  meeting  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  at  which  Mrs.  Alfred  Andrews,  State  Approved  Worker  from 
North  Wilkesboro,  attended.  Macedonia  Church  received  recognition  on  Baptist  Women  Achievement 
Guide.  Nancy  Curtis,  BYW  Director  for  North  Carolina,  was  speaker  at  the  Associational  WMU  meeting  held 
at  Elkin  First  Baptist  Church. 
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One  outstanding  program  sponsored  by  BYW  in  1975,  was  the  international  Design  Fashion  Show  in 
November  at  Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  featurmg  fashions  from  different  countries,  which  the  girls  had  made  - 
the  idea  to  increase  world  awareness, 

Faye  Fincannon,  former  Missionary  to  the  Philippines,  who  came  to  Elkin  as  Dr.  Lin  Fincannons  bride, 
taught  the  Mission  Study  at  Mount  Pleasant  Church  in  December. 

Rev.  Jerry  Potter,  North  Carolina  Missionary  to  the  deaf,  spoke  at  Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  March 
1976  at  the  Home  Missions  Week  of  Prayer  emphasis.  Annual  meeting  speaker  at  Rock  Creek  Church  in 
May,  was  Lois  (Mrs.  John)  Calhoun,  Missionary  to  Guam,  A  WMU  Manual  study  was  held  at  Wilkesboro 
Baptist  Church  with  all  WMU  organizational  leaders  invited.  A  WMU  Talkshop  was  also  held  at  Pleasant 
Home  Church, 

The  theme  for  1977  was  "Teach  Missions:  To  Be.  To  Do",  and  the  WMU  joined  the  observance  of  the 
Denominational  theme:  "Let  the  Church  Reach  Out  -  Bold  Missions  .  Sixteen  churches  of  22  reported 
having  missionary  organizations.  Other  activities  during  the  year  included  a  State  Missions'  tour  of  Baptist 
buildings  in  Raleigh,  Camp  Caraway  and  Mundo  Vista,  a  seminar  for  BYW  at  Knollwood  Baptist  Church  in 
Winston-Salem:  and  a  reception  for  Mrs.  Butrice  Luffman  at  her  retirement  as  Associational  Missionary 
(second  tenure),  at  which  BYW  assisted. 

In  1978,  Mrs.  Merele  Turner  was  elected  to  succeed  Mrs.  Wall  as  Associational  WMU  Director.  "Baptist 
Women  Year  in  the  Church"  was  the  overall  theme.  Purpose:  Teach  Missions  -  to  live  and  to  give.  A  highlight 
of  the  year  was  a  sponsored  weekend  Prayer  Retreat  in  April  with  Martha  Franks,  veteran  missionary  to 
China  and  Taiwan,  in  preparation  for  participation  in  the  World  Missions  Conference  -  one  week  of  simul- 
taneous missions  oriented  meetings  throughout  the  association  April  16-23. 

Carolyn  Weatherford,  Executive  Director  of  WMU  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  Annual  Associational  WMU  meeting  in  May  at  Elkin  First  Baptist. 

BYW  were  challenged  to  survey  needs  in  the  Association  and  give  written  report  at  the  1979  spring 
session  as  a  part  of  Bold  Missions  Thrust.  An  outline  of  goals  for  the  year  includes  BYW  Conference  at 
Ridgecrest,  WMU  Talkshop.  BW  Day  of  Prayer,  Foreign  Mission  Study  -  Week  of  Prayer  observance,  tea  for 
pastors'  wives,  and  annual  meeting  in  May.  The  overall  goal  of  "Bold  Missions  Thrust '  is  to  have  some  type 
of  organized  WMU  in  each  church  during  the  100th  year  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association.  After  38  years,  six 
churches  out  of  22,  still  do  not  have  any  kind  of  missionary  organization. 

A  highlight  of  the  Centennial  observance  of  the  Elkin  Baptist  Association  at  Cool  Springs  Church  in 
September  1978,  was  the  "Parade  of  Nations'  Flags",  sponsored  by  the  WMU.  These  flags  were  made  for  the 
World  Missions  Conference  by  WMU  and  Youth  Organization  members,  which  was  held  earlier  in  the  year. 

Although  the  1970's  have  shown  a  gradual  decline  in  WMU  enrollment,  the  spirit  of  missions  is  vitally 
alive  in  a  more  comprehensive  manner.  The  full  scope  of  mission  work  is  prevalent  throughout  the  churches 
as  many  church  women  who  are  not  members  of  WMU,  have  been  influenced  to  go  about  doing  the  Lord's 
work. 

Perhaps  the  declining  birthrate  is  partially  responsible  for  the  drop  in  membership  as  this  has  had  an 
impact  on  youth  organizations.  Many  faithful  older  people  have  passed  on,  or  they  are  no  longer  physically 
able  to  attend  meetings. 

In  this  100th  year  of  the  Elkin  Association,  the  WMU  organization  is  enriched  with  the  presence  of 
several  missionaries  among  its  membership.  Jane  McRae,  Associational  Missionary,  brings  her  rich  back- 
ground of  missionary  service  in  the  near  East  to  this  area.  Faye  Fincannon,  former  missionary  to  the 
Philippines,  is  a  source  of  inspiration  as  she  serves  as  WMU  Director  at  the  Elkin  First  Baptist,  and  is  active 
throughout  the  Association.  She  and  Dr.  Fincannon  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the  World  Missions 
Conference  held  in  1978,  and  have  been  appointed  to  plan  for  a  similar  conference  in  1981.  Miss  Emma 
Cooke  is  one  of  our  very  own  who  served  in  Beruit,  Lebanon,  as  a  Missionary  Associate.  Susan  Taylor,  also 
one  of  our  own,  served  in  Southern  Rhodesia  for  several  months  as  a  Missionary  Volunteer.  Peggy  Harmon 
of  Friendship  Church,  is  serving  in  Brazil. 


171 


LEADERS 


1941 

Mrs. 

Udy  Wood 

Rock  Creek 

1942-1945 

Mrs. 

C.  N.  Myers 

Elkin  First  Baptist 

1946 

Mrs. 

G.  W.  Creed 

East  Elkin 

1947 

Mrs. 

W.  A.  Walters 

Mount  Pleasant 

1948-1949 

Mrs. 

J.  D.  Wyatt 

Mount  Pleasant 

1950 

Mrs. 

Richard  Martin 

Ronda 

1951 

Mrs. 

G.  W.  Creed 

East  Elkin 

1952-1954 

Mrs. 

W.  C.  Guth 

Elkin  Valley 

1955 

Mrs. 

John  Sears 

Elkin  First  Baptist 

1956-1957 

Mrs. 

Richard  Callaway 

Elkin  First  Baptist 

1958 

Mrs. 

Irwin  L.  Mumford 

West  Elkin 

1959-1960 

Mrs. 

Allan  Adkins 

Elkin  First  Baptist 

1961-1962 

Mrs. 

J.  K.  Bryant 

Elkin  First  Baptist 

1963-1964 

Mrs. 

Lake  Haynes 

Mount  Pleasant 

1965-1966 

Mrs. 

John  H.  Haynes 

Elkin  Valley 

1967-1972 

Mrs. 

Garvey  Chambers 

Elkin  Valley 

1973 

Mrs. 

Corbett  Walters 

Mount  Pleasant 

1974-1977 

Mrs. 

Talmadge  Wall 

Pleasant  Grove 

1978 

Mrs. 

Merele  Turner 

Mount  Pleasant 
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Roster  of  Churches  1879-1979 


YR. 
ORG 

CHURCHES 

ADDRESS 

/oIned    pastor 

WITHDREW 

1880 

Baptist  Home 

Mulberry 

1880 

J    Adams 

Inactive  from  1888  to 

1895 

Baptist  Home 

(Re-mstated) 

1895 

J    W.  Brooks 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1898 

1935 

Bessie's  Chapel 

Rt,  1.  Elkin 

1936 

E,  0   Jordan 

1974 

■1839 

Center 

Roaring  Gap 

1879 

John  Hughes 

1968 

■1805 

Cool  Springs 

Elkin 

1879 

W.  A.  Myers 

Active  -  1978 

■1879 

DeHart 

Dockery 

1879 

John  Adams 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1897 

1921 

Elkin,  East 

Elkin  (from  Surry) 

1937 

J.  L    Powers 

Active  -  1978 

1889 

Elkin,  First 

Elkin 

1890 

W   A,  Myers 

(to  Surry) 

1903 

Elkin,  First 

(Rejoined) 

1941 

Stephen  Morrisett 

Active  -  1978 

1884 

Elkin  Valley 

Elkin 

1912 

William  Melton 

Active  -  1978 

1940 

Elkin,  West 

Elkin 

1943 

J.  L.  Powers 

Active  -  1978 

1822 

Fishing  Creek 

Wilkesborough 

1881 

S    P   Smith 

1908 

1895 

Friendship 

Rt,  1,  Elkin 

1959 

Glenn  Dobbins 

Active  -  1978 

1865 

Gum  Orchard 

Kapps  Mill 

1879 

S    F.  Simmons 

(to  Surry) 

1903 

Long  Creek 

Good  Springs 

1879 

A.  E    Myers 

Inactive  after 

1887 

1905 

Little  Elkin 

Ronda 

1915 

J,  W.  Bryant 

Active  -  1978 

1886 

Liberty  Grove 

Knottville 

1887 

White  &  Burchitt 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1918 

1876 

Macedonia 

Dimmette 

1879 

E.  N    Gwyn 

(to  Surry) 

1903 

Macedonia 

(from  Surry) 

1922 

J.  W    Bryant 

Active  -  1978 

1943 

Maple  Springs 

Ronda 

1945 

John  Luffman 

1968 

1940 

Mineral  Springs 

Jonesville 

1947 

Clifford  Vestal 

Active  -  1978 

1884 

Mount  Carmel 

Cherry  Lane 

1884 

J,  A. Jordan 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1898 

1879 

Mount  Pisgah 

Dockery 

1879 

B,  W.  Ashley 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1897 

1886 

Mount  Pleasant 

State  Road 

1887 

C.  F.  Fields 

1915 

Mount  Pleasant 

(Rejoined) 

1932 

J    W,  Bryant 

Active  -  1978 

Mulberry 

Mulberry 

1894 

J,  W    Burchett 

Inactive  after 

1896 

1890 

New  Light  #1 

Lomax 

1896 

Grant  Cothren 

{to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1897 

1944 

Oak  Grove 

Rt   2,  N    Wilkesboro 

1946 

Gilbert  Osborne 

Active  -  1978 

1888 

Piney  Grove 

Abshers 

1891 

C.  Blevins 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1897 

1853 

Pleasant  Grove 

Ronda 

1962 

John  S.  Compere 

Active  -  1978 

1878 

Pleasant  Home 

Lomax 

1879 

G,  M    Burcham 

Active  -  1978 

1897 

Pleasant  Hill 

Elkin 

1897 

T.  W    Pans 

Active  -  1978 

1907 

Pleasant  Ridge 

State  Road 

1974 

George  B    Hyler 

Active  -  1978 

1944 

Pleasant  View 

State  Road 

1974 

M.  Ray  Davis 

Active  -  1978 

1885 

Poplar  Springs 

Chatham 

1885 

A.  J.  Williams 

Active  -  1978 

1893 

Ronda 

Ronda 

1893 

R   W,  Wooten 

1903 

Ronda 

(from  Brushy  Mountain) 

1923 

Noah  Jarvis 

(to  Brier  Creek) 

1928 

Ronda 

(from  Brier  Creek) 

1948 

L,  M.  Cook 

Active  -  1978 

Riverside 

Devotion 

1889 

A.  J.  Williams 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1898 

1894 

Roaring  Gap 

Parks 

1894 

J.  W.  Burchett 

(to  Stone  Mountain) 

1907 

1848 

Rock  Creek 

Round  Mountain 

1879 

A.  E.  Myers 

Active  -  1978 

1880 

Shady  Grove 

Wilkesboro 

1880 

B.  W,  Ashley 

(to 

Brushy  Mountain) 

1891 

1884 

Shoaly  Branch 

Ozark 

1884 

G.  M.  Burcham 

Active  -  1978 

1881 

South  Fork 

Good  Springs 

1895 

W,  H.  Melton 

Inactive  after 

1897 

1887 

Traphill 

Traphill 

1888 

T.  M.  Honeycutt 

(to 

Stone  Mountain) 

1897 

Union  Cross 

Venable  (from  Yadkin) 

1890 

A.  J,  Williams 

(to  Surry) 

1903 

1948 

Union  Hill 

Thurmond 

1949 

George  M,  Walters 

Active  -  1978 

1879 

Union  Hill 

Kapps  Mill 

1879 

William  Harris 

Inactive  after 

1906 

1834 

White  Plains 

Roaring  River 

1879 

G.  M.  Burcham 

Active  -  1978 

'Charter  Members 
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Ministers 


The  following  list  of  ordained  and  licensed  ministers  has  been  gleaned  from  Associational  Mmutes. 
During  the  early  years  spelling  was  not  always  accurate  and  consistent.  Sometimes  only  one  mitial  was 
used  as  a  first  name,  so  it  is  possible  that  some  ministers  may  have  been  listed  twice.  Others  may  have  been 
left  out.  However,  it  is  felt  that  this  large  number  is  sufficient  evidence  of  interest  m  establishing  churches 
and  winning  the  lost  for  service  in  Christ's  Kingdom. 


Absher,  J.  M. 
Adams,  E.  R. 
Adams,  G.  W. 
Adams,  James  Richard 
Adams.  John 
Adams,  J.  Z. 
Adams,  N.  H. 
Adams,  S.  W. 
Alexander,  Arvil 
Armstrong.  Neil 
Ashley.  B.  W. 

Baldwin,  Dale 
Barker,  J.  H. 
Barker,  M.  F. 
Barker,  Olin 
Bauguess,  Bill 
Beach,  J.  J. 
Seals.  Roy 
Beamer,  W.  H. 
Blackburn.  Joe  A. 
Blevins,  Cally 
Blevins,  E. 
Blevins,  J.  A. 
Blevins,  J.  T. 
Bowles,  E.  M. 
Brackens,  Albert 
Bradley,  W.  S. 
Bradshaw,  W.  R. 
Brooks,  J.  N. 
Brown,  J.  W. 
Brown,  S.  D. 
Brown,  Vaughn 
Brown,  Wayne 
Bryant,  James  S. 
Bryant,  J.  W. 
Bryant,  Olin 
Bryant,  Watson 
Bullard,  James 
Burcham,  John  B. 
Burcham,  G.  M. 
Burcham,  Lance 
Burcham,  Marvin 
Burcham,  S.  M. 
Burchett,  J.  W. 
Burchette,  Robert 
Burchett,  William 


Byers,  Holman 
Byrd,  C.  Glenn 
Byrd,  Elmer 
Byrd,  Perry 
Byrd,  Ron 
Byrd,  William  F. 

Call,  R.  A. 
Caldwell,  W.  H. 
Campbell,  Dwane  R. 
Carlton,  J.  T. 
Carter,  L.  H. 
Carter,  Phillip 
Caudill,  J,  J. 
Caudle,  Emmett 
Caudle,  Herbert 
A.  Caudill 
Chandler,  T.  M. 
Cheek,  C. 
Cheek,  Philemon 
Cockerham,  C.  C. 
Cockerham,  David 
Collins,  Tommy 
Combs,  W.  J. 
Comer,  W.  T. 
Compere,  John  S. 
Cook,  L.  M. 
Cooper,  G.  C. 
Cooper,  Willie 
Coram,  R.  P. 
Cothren,  Grant 
Couch,  Ivory 
Crater,  R.  R. 
Culler,  L.  J. 
Current,  J.  M. 

Day,  David  W. 
Day,  Richard 
Dillard,  Dean 
Dobbins.  Glenn 

Edwards,  Vance 
Edwards,  W.  S. 
Eldridge,  E.  M. 
Elledge,  B.  R. 
Elliott,  J.  S. 


Fasanella,  Glenn 
Ferguson,  Ralph 
Fields,  C.  F. 
Flinchum,  C.  E. 
Ford,  Howard  J. 
Foster,  J.  A. 
Franklin,  J.  K. 
Franklin,  Roy 
Franklin,  William 
Freeman,  Charlie 
Furr,  W.  T. 

Gambill,  Garfield 
Gentry,  Arie 
Gentry,  S.  E. 
Groce,  Roger 
Guth,  W.  C. 
Gwaltney,  J.  C. 
Gwyn,  E.  N. 

Hamby 
Manes,  I.  N. 
Hankins,  George 
Harmon,  Troy 
Harpe,  Carl  M. 
Harris,  J.  F. 
Harris,  William 
Hawkins,  Clyde 
Hawkins,  Frank  C. 
Hayes,  Hugh 
Hayes,  James  A. 
Hayes,  J.  E. 
Hays,  A.  8. 
Hinson,  E.  F. 
Hodge,  Roland 
Holbrook,  John 
Holcomb,  Robert 
Holoman,  W.  A. 
Hooper,  Cecil 
Hopkins,  I.  Boyd 
Huffman,  Glenn 
Hughes,  J. 
Hyler,  George  B. 
Hyde,  Kenneth 

Jackson,  Henry 
Jarvis,  Noah 


Jarvis,  R    F. 
Johnson,  J.  E. 
Johnson,  Joel 
Johnson,  Lester 
Johnson,  R    K. 
Johnson,  Tommy 
Jolly,  John 
Jolly,  S.  L. 
Jones,  Sam  P. 
Jones,  William  J. 
Jordan,  B   C 
Jordan,  Ely 
Jordan,  G   W. 
Jordan,  J.  A. 
Jordan,  Kenneth 

Kane,  E.  F 
Kimberlin,  W.  R. 
King,  Harold 

Laffoon,  W.  J. 
Lane,  Mike  R. 
Lethcoe,  Charles 
Love,  John 
Luffman,  Austin  J. 
Luffman,  Jackie 
Luffman,  J.  D. 
Luffman,  J.  H. 
Luffman,  John  H. 
Luffman,  Leroy 
Luffman,  Martin 
Luffman,  T.  M. 
Luffman,  W.  B. 
Luffman,  Willie 
Lyons,  Jonathan 

Macemore,  Clay 
Macemore,  Ted 
Marion,  Roman 
Mastin,  J.  F. 
Melton,  W.  H. 
Mendenhall,  Glenn 
Mikles,  C.  B. 
Miller,  Ed  O. 
Miller,  John  R. 
Morgan,  E.  S. 
Moore,  Vestal 
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Morris,  Fred  Shoemaker,  D.  P.  Woodruff,  J.  F. 

Morrisett,  Stephen  Shore,  F.  T.  Wooten,  Graham 

Murray,  L.  B.  Shugart,  Carnie  Wright,  J.  M. 

Myers,  A.  E.  Shumate,  Rex         ,  Wyatt,  J.  D. 

Myers,  H^  E.  Simmons,  Arly  B. 

Myers,  J.  W.  Simmons,  C.  W.  Yarboro,  J.  H. 

Myers,  L   E.  Simmons,  S.  F. 

Mye.rs,  W.  A,  Sisk,  I.  G. 

Myers,  W.  W.  Smith,  Bency 

Smith,  J.  F. 

McCann,  C.  P.  Smith,  S.  P. 

McCann,  Levi  Soots,  E.  A. 

McKnight,  A.  Stanley,  Floyd 

McLendon,  J.  Parker  Stanley,  Ralph  J. 

McNeil,  J    R.  Souther,  Joe 

McNeil,  Milton  Stone,  Tobie 

Swanson,  Phillip 

Nance,  McKinley  Swicegood,  Malvin 
Norman,  Grady 

Norman,  Warren  Teague,  N.  C. 

Norton,  J.  H.  Tenery,  Robert  M. 

Tharpe,  Barry 

Osborne,  Gilbert  Tharpe,  G.  C. 

Tilley,  Grover 

Pardue,  A.  T.  Tinsley,  J.  D. 

Pardue,  J.  R.  Tipton,  David 

Pardue,  Lloyd  Townsend,  Stanley 

Pardue,  Ralph  Trammel,  Charles  B. 

Pardue,  W.  H.  Turner,  David 

Pardue,  William  Turner,  Lee  Roy 

Paris,  W.  T.  Turner,  Walter 
Parks,  J,  M. 

Parks,  P.  C.  Utiey  C.  H. 
Peeler,  B.  F. 

Phillips,  M.  B.  Vestal,  Bob 

Pool,  C.  J.  Vestal,  Clifford 

Poplin,  Fred  R.  Vestal,  I.  W. 
Porch,  Geter 

Powers,  J.  L.  Waddell,  Ray 

Prevette,  I.  T.  Wall,  Henry  F. 

Price,  Flay  S.  Wall,  Talmadge  V. 

Pruitt,  Albert  Walker,  Frank 

Pruitt,  Bill  P.  Walker,  M. 

Pruitt,  Gar  Walters,  George  M. 

Warren,  H.  H. 

Rainey,  L.  J.  Weatherman,  John 

Reece,  D.  G.  Weatherman,  Sherman 

Reece,  James  M.  Weatherman,  W.  F. 

Renegar,  G.  Elmo  Wells,  John  L.  — 

Richardson,  Charles  West,  John 

Roberts,  D.  J.  White,  G.  D. 

Rollins,  B.  F.  White,  Harvey 

White,  H.  L. 

Sebastian,  G.  W.  Whitley,  Arvil 

Shaw/,  M,  W.  Williams,  A.  J. 

Setlef,  James  Wishon,  VJoodrovj 

Settle,  Hyram  Woodruff,  B. 

Settle,  J.  F.  Woodruff,  I.  C. 

Shew,  Tom  Woodruff,  Jessie 
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SPEAKER  FOR  the  centennial  cele- 
bration of  Elkin  Association  at  Cool 
Springs  Church  Sept.  14  was  Porter 
Routh,  left,  executive  secretary  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Pictured  with  him 
is  T.D.  Carter,  moderator  of  the  As- 
sociation, who  is  a  deacon  and  lay 
leader  in  Pleasant  Hill  Church. 


BibliGal 
CORDEF 

September  30, 1978 


Routh  Speaks 

Elkin  Marks  1 00th 

Elkin  Association  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary  Sept.  14  in  a  one  day 
session  at  the  Cool  Springs  Church, 
mother  church  of  the  association. 

Cool  Springs  was  already  74  years 
old  when  the  Association  was  consti- 
tuted, and  at  the  time  was  a  congrega- 
tion of  262  members,  quite  a  sizeable 
church  for  a  century  ago. 

In  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  as- 
sociation the  main  item  of  business 
was  to  make  plans  to  strengthen  Sun- 
day school  work,  and  to  seek  volun- 
teers for  missions. 

While  the  new  Association  was  con- 
stituted with  eight  churches  from  Brier 
Creek  Association,  plus  three  newly 
constituted  congregations,  100  years 
later  five  of  those  original  churches  are 
still  members  of  Elkin. 

They  are  Cool  Springs,  Pleasant 
Home,  Rock  Creek,  Macedonia, 
and  White  Plains. 

It  is  interesting  to  the  RECORDER  to 
note  that  in  the  constituting  meeting  of 
Elkin  Association  a  report  was  given 
on  the  importance  of  Christian  litera- 
ture in  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  the 
development  of  churches. 

The  report,  signed  by  L.  P. 
Gwaltney  and  D.  J.  Roberts,  read  in 
part,  "We  regard  the  Press  as  second 
only  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  education  of  our  people  in  their 
Christian  growth,  as  well  as  promoting 
the  general  interest  and  work  of  the 
church.  We  therefore  recommend  the 
BIBLICAL  RECORDER,  the  organ  of 
North  Carolina  Baptists,  as  a  paper 
worthy  of  our  most  hearty  support." 

A  distinguished  visitor  present  for 
the  centennial  celebration  of  Elkin  As- 
sociation was  Porter  Routh,  executive 
secretary  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Routh  brought  the  keynote  message 
for  the  celebration.  —  Woodrow  W. 
Hill 
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Candid  Photos  at  Centennial  Observance 


on  same  spot  where  organized  100  years  ago 


Dr.  Porter  Routh.  Executive  Secretary. 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Sunday 
Scliool  Board,  key  speaker  for  evening 
session. 


Dr.  Howard  Ford.  State  Missions 
Director.  N.  C.  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, brougtit  tlie  afternoon 
message. 


Dressed  for  the  occasion.   Second  from  left  is   Willie 
Mae  Stanley.    Clerk  of  the  Association   for   14  years. 


Parade  of  Nations  Flags. 


Inside  church  during  sessions  of  Centennial  Celebration. 


181 


Enjoying  the  sumptuous  feast  provided  by  the  Mother  Church.  Cool  Springs. 
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